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1) «In the first year of the study, Arabic-speaking children outperformed
Berber-speaking children in Arabic reading achievement. However,
though the superiority of the Arabic-speaking children was generally
maintained in years 3 and 5, the difference between language groups
diminished with time and was no longer statistically significant during the
later years of primary school ... Thus, as hypothesized, there appears to be
some advantage to speaking dialectal Arabic as a mother tongue when
first beginning to read, but any advantage diminishes substantially over

subsequent years of schooling ». (p. 176).
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