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To: Sheikh Khalid Al Qahtaani
From: Br. Haroon Sellars

As salaamu alaikum wa Rahmatullah! If this letter has reached you all
the way from where I am in this small city in the United States, then truly
this is from the Great Bounty and Power of Allah! Considering the value
and shortness of time, [ will try to make this letter brief.

Just barely 6 years ago I was a Christian and ignorant of the reality of Al-
lah and His Messenger, peace be upon him. Alhamdulillah, Allah ex-
panded my chest to embrace Islam mainly through reading and seriously
reflecting on a translation of the Quran that I was given. I feel that Allah
has showered me with so many countless blessings since saying the sha-
hadah, that I am struggling to be a grateful servant. Of these blessings is
that Allah has given my heart the joy of experiencing many moments of
the sweetness, purity and power of this faith especially through listening,
reading and reflecting on his word.

A moment that really sticks out for me is when I first heard a serious rec-
itation of the Quran. I went to the local masjid and when I was standing
in the lobby, I heard this beautiful sound that sounded like somebody was
singing. When I went into the prayer room, I saw no-one there. So I fol-
lowed the sound until I came upon a room where a brother was using a
radio to play tapes that he was selling. I asked him what was that beauti-
ful tape that he was playing and he said that it was a recitation of the Qu-
ran by Sheikh Khalid Al Qahtaani. I told him that I had to have that tape
immediately and that I wanted to meet this Sheikh! He told me that I
could have the tape but that the Sheikh lived in another country. I felt
very sad that I would not be able to meet him but happy to have that tape.
I ran to my car and was very anxious to listen to this tape on the way
home. My heart was instantly struck by what I was hearing. Until then,
my only contact with the Quran was through the English language and I
was amazed at how beautiful it sounded in Arabic. My heart flooded with
so much joy thinking of how Kind and Generous Allah is to have re-
vealed His Last Revelation in such a beautiful way! Being that I was a
musician in jahiliyyah and that I write a lot of poetry, I began to notice an
almost rhythmic pattern in some of the verses. I turned the tape up louder
and louder as my heart became more and more captivated by what I was
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hearing. Then I started to feel my chest shaking and then my lips shaking
and then my hands shaking until I busted out into tears! My crying be-
came so strong and loud and intense that I had to pull over to the side of
the road so that I would not crash! I could not believe that I was so
strongly affected even though I had no idea what was being said!
Alhamdulillah, Allah guided one of my best friends to Islam who used to
play guitar in my band. After accepting Islam, Allah attached his hungry
heart to learning the Arabic language "< vigorously as he used to learn to
play songs. After some time in class, Chris who now called himself Kha-
leel, called me one night and in a very excited voice said that I had to
come over to his house immediately. When I got there he said that he had
finally found out what chapter of the Quran was being recited on my fa-
vorite tape and that he would play the tape and help me to read along in
English. I felt both nervous and excited because I knew that I was about
to hear and finally UNDERSTAND this powerful message from the
Originator and Maintainer of ALL existence!

The first thing that seized my heart was when Br. Khaleel showed me the
name of the chapter. It was the 26th chapter and it was called, Ash
Shu’ara... the POETS! I said to myself, “Subhanallah! This recitation that
I have been sooo attached to is of a chapter called ‘the Poets’ And that’s
what I am, a poet!” As the tape began to play and Br. Khaleel pointed to
each verse in English, it was as if someone was placing weights on my
back with every verse! I began to shake my head left and right because I
Just could not believe that such intense and vast meanings could be ex-
pressed in such a frighteningly beautiful way! I just wanted to jump up
and yell, “THIS IS FROM ALLAH! THIS IS FROM ALLAH! THIS IS
FROM ALLAH!” The impact of hearing and understanding these strong
verses on my weak heart made me feel like I was about to close my eyes
and faint. It was then that I realized the reality of stories that I had been
told of pious Muslims of the past who would hear certain verses of the
Quran and pass out or even DIE!

I really took to heart some words of wisdom I was to later read Sheikh
Ibn Taymiyyah, may Allah have mercy of him. He said what meant, that
more praiseworthy than a person hearing the Quran and be affected so
much that he dies, is that a person hears (or reads) the Quran and be af-
fected so much that he CHANGES and lives! For how much greater are
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the benefits that this change brings not only to his soul but to the souls of
many others. Surely this is a tree with deep roots, bringing forth endless
fruit!

Brother Khalid since then, I now realize that the greatest cure for all the
diseases of the human heart is the Word of Allah! To assist this cure in
reaching the sick and needy I have started a company called, Those Who
Reflect Productions. For my main project, I have made some recordings
in which I read the English meaning of the Quran after the Arabic using
your recitation. Alhamdulillah, the support and response to this little ef-
fort has been almost overwhelming. Not only has it had an impact on
non-muslims but also struggling Muslims and even our beloved Sheikh
Al Albaani, may Allah have mercy on him said after he was told of my
project, “tell him (Br. Haroon) that it is waajib upon him to do this”! This
and many other things too lengthy to write, have made me feel that this
effort is a great bounty and sign from Allah. This is why I have been try-
ing for years to meet you and then to write this letter seeking your per-
mission and blessings to continue this effort using your beautiful recita-
tion. You have no idea how Allah has used the gift that He gave you to
affect many precious souls whom you have never met in a land on which
you have never set foot. I truly feel that Allah has set before us a beauti-
ful banquet that I pray many are invited to eat from eternally.

I apologize for the length of this letter but I have written what is in my
heart. I pray that Allah allows my eyes the coolness of seeing you in this
life and if not, then in the best of states in the Hereafter. Please pray for
Br. Khaleel, myself the people supporting this effort and all of your
brothers and sisters who struggle everyday to preserve and spread this
deen in the land called America. Any advice is greatly appreciated.

with salaam
your brother,
Haroon Sellars, the poor and in need of Allah.
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