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Abstract

The study aimed to determine the behaviors of digital citizenship in the Saudi family, determine
the specifications of the digital citizen in the Saudi society, identify the role of the Saudi family
in developing children's digital citizenship behaviors and to develop a set of proposed
mechanisms to enhance the role of the family in developing digital citizenship behaviors for
its children. This study is considered among descriptive analytical studies. Therefore, it relied
on a social survey method with an available (soft) sample consisting of (90) families from
Riyadh and Qassim cities of. The results of the study confirmed that the most important
behaviors of digital citizenship in the Saudi family were enhancing the values of solidarity,
social sympathy and positive treatment, using digital world to develop skills and keeping pace
with developments to cope with the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia’s Vision (2030), bear
responsibility of dealing with the digital world and respect the related laws and rules regulating,
maintain physical and psychological health by harmonizing between virtual and real worlds,
respect others, their privacy and their intellectual property, commit to the homeland loyalty and
respect human values in the digital world. The results confirmed as well that the role of the
Saudi family in developing the Saudi citizenship behaviors among children consists of teaching
the concepts of sacrifice to children for the sake of the homeland dignity and defense, training
children on social roles and developing love of work, talking with children about citizenship
best practices, raising children on glorifying national ethics, encouraging them to participate in
national campaigns to consolidate the concept of social responsibility and volunteer work,
developing critical thinking skills, discussion and dialogue skills, and acceptance of the other
opinion.

Keywords: behaviors - digital citizenship - the Saudi family.
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