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BRAIN DEATH DOCUMENTATION

PREAMBLE

Brain death is the irreversible cessation of all spontaneous
cerebral activity.

Before any supportive means are discontinued, the family members
must be counseled. This should be documented in the patient's chart.

CRITERIA FOR ESTABLISHING BRAIN DEATH

All spaces provided should be inftialed by the two consultants
(A&B) certifyfog the results of thelr assessment of the patient’s
condition.

It should first be established that the patient is normothermic,
is not under the influence of barbiturates or other sedative
drugs, and 1s not suffering from remediable, toxic or metabolic
brain disorders. Ia addition, it should be established that the
patient {8 not in a cavrdiovascular shock. Brain death will then
be sald to have occurred when the following criteria are found
on two successive examinations, separated by an interval of 24
hours, and performed by two consultant physiclans, one of them
at least a Neurologist or Neurosurgeon.

Preconditions: The etiological diagnosis for brain death should be
entered.

Exclusion: Hypothermic patient should be warmed to near normal
body temperature.

Blood should be screened for the presence of barbi-
turates, oplates, benzodiazepines, synthetic narco-
tice, hypnotics and alcohol.

Total lack of response to any stimuli - painful, auditory or visual.
Clinical assessment
The presence of gpinal reflexes—does not rule out brain death.

Absence of spontaneous respiration or movement. This is tested
by ventilating with pure oxygen or an oxygen and carbon dioxide
mixture for ten (10) minutea. At the end of this tiwe, the PaCO2
should be {in the normal range. The respirator should then be
disconnected from the patient for ten (10) minutes, with a flow
of oxygen given through intratracheal catheter. At the end of
this test, it should be established that the PaC02 has risen
above 60 mm Hg.

CONT..
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BRAIN DEATH DOCUMENTATION FORM

Date:
1. It is absolutely certain th?F‘}FF%??§§§?}?_PF§}?
damage had occurred due to: .
2. HMore than six hours have passed since the
{nitial insult.
3. No spontaneous respiration at all.
1. Body core temperature over 35.5°C.
2. Significant level of sedatives, narcotics, or
depressants, excluded by blood test.,
3. Patient 18 not recelving a sedative, narcotic,
or muscle relaxant.
4, Patient is not in an untreated cardiovascular shock
5. Metabolic or Endocrine causes of coma had been
ruled out.
st exam, date & time 77T TTTTiAS,,
Consultant A T Li=li
1. Lack of response to stimulation -
2. Absence of brain stem reflexes:
a. cough
b. gag
c. corneal
d. pupil to light
e. oculocephalic
f. oculovestibular
3. Apnea testing
4. Electro cerebral silence by EEG

Consultant B

[Ty -

Signature & Date pe Loty s o
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The absence of brain stem reflexes; e.g., puplllary, gag, cornesl
reflex, and the absence of response to cold caloric stimulation.

Maximal vestibular stimulation should be used by injectiog 50 ml
of tce water (temp near 0°C) as close to the eardrum as posaible.

Iscelectric electroencephalogram (EEC).

I11.  BRAIN DEATH DOCUMENTATION FORM

A. To document the above criteria, this form entitled “Brain Death
Documentation™ muet be completed and signed by the two
physicians conducting the tests., It must be countersigned by the
Executive/Medical Director or che Deputy Medical Director, or
they may appolnt a Saudi senior gtaff physician to do so before any
supportive means are dlscontinued. All names must be written
clearly in Arabic and English and the completed form placed in the
patient's chart.

B, This form does not replace the usual death certificate.
Iv. OTHER FINDINGS

Other findings supportive of brain death, such as absence of the
auditory brain stem evoked potential and the absence of cerebral
blood flow, documented by anglography or isotope studies, should
be entered ia the section below.

Resulcs [ CTY P
onal tests !
if done
— v ] [SRTSIELNS (I P s

Consultant A | Consultant B{ Date

Absence of bralnstem PR e et [ u\—-‘ o
urttory evoked LN U I | PO NGO )
pv ntials

wbsence of cerebral G b et Gilaadl 1 sl s oy

2lood Elow

3y dynamic CT scan bl el pad Goas it o o
3y radfonuclide flow LSS [UIE-CN PRPNY I ¥ XCR S
3y cerebral anglo- el o e yains padl 5oz Al o
traphy
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MECHANISMS OF BRAIN DEATH

HEAD INJURY CVA HYPOXIA
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[ BRAIN DEATH J
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