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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to underscore the importance of Arabic
language in the spread and propagation of Islam in Patani, Southern
Thailand, and to examine the relationship between Arabic language and

~ Da’wah, and its contribution to the propagation of Islam in Patani.

The study followed the descriptive and historical methodology. It
concluded that the Arabic language arrived to Patani along with Islam at
the first century of Hijrah. The acquisition of Arabic language was one of
the fundamental Shari’ah requirements. This is because it is the language
of the Qur’an, the single medium of understanding Islam and an
important tool to discover the Islamic and Arabic scientific and cultural
secrets. |

The study also found that the Arabic language has helped
tremendously in the spread of Islam through the efforts of Muslims by
establishing schools, writing religious books and translating them into
Malay language. The Arabic and Islamic education is highly valued by
the Muslims in Patani and this is reflected in their personality, in Aqgidah
(Belief), Shari’ah (Law), and in their life styles. Moreover, it has greatly
influenced the Malay language in its written as well as spoken forms.

Finally the works of Patani scholars in Arabic play an important
role in the revival of the Islamic civilization in Malay archipelago. They
contribute to the conservation of the written Arabic in the Patani
community in particular and in the Malay world in general. Moreover,
Arabic language contributed in the preservation of the original Malay
language among the inhabitants of the Patani community.
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