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The Muslim Opposition to Christian Missionary Activities

in Bengal and northern India during the 19th century

BY DR. M. MOHAR ALI

Gist

The establishment of British rule in south Asia was looked upon by the
Christian enthusiasts as an opportunity for propagating Christianity among its
population. Hence a number of Protestant Christian Missionary Societies came
Into existence in Britain and other European countries. These societies sent
groups ot missionaries from time to time to Bengal and northern India. They
established mussion station in almost all important places and carried on their
Christianizing work by street lectures. publication ot translations of the Bible &
other books and newspapers and establishment of educational institutions. Their
writings and utterances against Islam elicited sharp Muslim opposition and
rejoinder. The first such Muslim opposition manifested itself in 1806-7 when
William Carey. a Baptist Christian missionary based at Serampore, published a
series of tracts against Islam. In the face of strong Muslim protests the Gov-
ernment obliged Carey to withdraw the tracts from circulation. The second stage
began with the arrival in Calcutta of an Arab adventurer named Jawad Sabat
who. after spending a tew years with the missionaries as a fake Christian,
published in 1814 a book, the Sabarian Proofs, in defence of Islam and in
exposition of the errors of the missionaries. The third and the most important
stage started with the arrival of a German missionary named Karl Gottaleb
Ptander. He published a number of books attacking Islam which drew him into
intense and prolonged controversies with the *Ulamaa of Islam in northern
India. particularly with Shaikh Rahmat Allah Kairanawi and Dr. Wazir Khan.
Ptander was signally worsted in the public debate held atAgrain 1854 and was
obliged to leave the Indian scene. The article discusses these phases in the
Muslim-Christian intellectual encounter with a wealth of references and inter-
esting details, together with a notice of Shaikh Rahmat Allah's part in the revolts
of 1857 and the circumstances leading to the compilation of his monumental
work, the /zhar al-Hagq.
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