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THE MUSLIMS OF EASTERN TURKISTAN
Dear Brother in Islam;

I will try to remind you one of the largest countries of the
I[slamic world.

This unfortunate Captive country is Eastern Turkistan.
The great fear and worly of the 30 million Muslim living in this
country is to be forgotten by their religious brothers .It is my
religious and national duty and obligation to inform you and

draw your attention to this Important issue

EASTERN TURKISTAN

Eastern Turkistan is an ancient Turkic homeland, which

occupies the center of Asia with 1,824,418 square kilometers.

In its long history, Eastern Turkistan has been the center

of the various Turkic empires and the khanates.

The Turks of Eastern Turkistan have become Muslim
after the voluntary proclamation of Islam as a state religion by
the Karakhanide ruler Satuk Bughra Khan in H. 320 (M. 920).
After this date which become the beginning of a new era for

the Turkish Islamic world, East Turkistan has contributed a




great deal in the spread and growth of the sacred religion Islam
in Inner Asia and China as well as it continues to give support
in the exaltation of the name of Allah and the extension of the

Ezan (Prayer Calls) in the far east.

The Muslims of Eastern Turkistan have always attempted
to preserve their role as a fortress of the Islamic world with the
cost of their life. The various works by the well-known great
scholars from this region for the Islamic culture and
civilization prove the important place of Eastern Turkistan and

its people in the Islamic world.

As is known well, the fate of Eastern Turkistan was
changed when it’s neighbor China attacked and conquered it in
1759. There have been more than 200 armed revolts by the
Muslims of Eastern Turkistan against the Chinese occupation
since 1759. As a result of these struggles and revolts which
were aimed to protect the religious and national identities, our
people were able to establish the following independent
national states which had the name of “Islam™ in their titles:
The Islamic State of Eastern Turkistan (1863-1877), The
Islamic Republic of Eastern Turkistan (1933-1937), and the
Republic of Eastern Turkistan (1944-1949). Although these

4



i
I

stales were short-lived, nevertheless our people were very pride

to live under such Islamic states.

According to the scholars of strategy, Eastern Turkistan,
the so-called “Heart of Asia”, is an inseparable part of Turco-
Islamic world because of it's geopolitical and geo-strategic
location, physical geography, historical past, cultural values,
and religious beliefs. Eastern Turkistan is a separate country
with its all features. Eastern Turkistan is not located inside

China’s soil, but inside the political boundaries of China.

Until the 38" Meeting of the Founders Assembly of
Rabitatu’l-Alemi’l-Islam in Makkah-i Mukarrama in 2004, in
all the previous meetings Eastern Turkistan Muslims had been
referred as “the Muslims of Eastern Turkistan” under a
separate section and title, however, at the 38" meeting they
were merely registered as “the Muslims of China.” This act
means eliminating the country of the 30 million strong Muslim

from the map of Islamic world.

This situation has disappointed and very saddened the
Muslims of East Turkistan and broken their hopes. Because,

the term “the Muslims of China” refers to the Chinese



Muslims who are the Hui Chinese who speak the Chinese

language (the East Turkistan Muslims call them “Tungan”).

The Muslim people of East Turkistan are deprived of
their all rights and have been struggling to survive. The
administration of People’s Republic of China has been conduct
a very wide-scale plan of genocide against the Muslims of East
Turkistan in order to assimilate and wipe out East Turkistan
from the memory of humanity. They are labeling the rightful
struggle of the Muslims of East Turkistan to maintain their
national and religious beliefs as well as to regain their rights as

“terrorism’ and oppressing the Muslims with torture and terror.

This tragic situation of our East Turkistani brothers have
been documented in the reports by various international
organizations such as Amnesty International and the Human

Rights Watch Comimittee of the European parliament.

In recent years, the scale of oppression and terror on the
Muslims of East Turkistan has been increased. The Chinese
language became obligatory instruction language starting from

the elementary school in East Turkistan.



We would like to ask the Rabitatu’l-Alemi’l-Islam which
has taken the responsibility and duty of improving the
brotherhood and cooperation among the Muslims to give the
proper attention and aid to the Muslims of East Turkistan.

With all respect,

Mehmet Riza Bekin
| (Rt. General)

Member of the Constituent Assembly of RABITA

And Chairman of Eastern Turkistan Foundation



