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something else. Therefore, Tajdid is very necessary for Muslim scholars to get
the right understanding of religion as there will always be a group of scholarg
that will be triumphant upon the truth defending the claims of people, who exag-
gerate in religion and those who are negligent.

Fierce campaigns, throughout the history, were launched against religions,
They always gave distorted ideas about it, not included in the materials and are
very harmful. Despite the fact that Allah has vowed to safeguard His Book and
the Sunna by honest and sincere scholars, we need to expand in using the qiyas
(analogy) which has played a central role in revolve the religion. One of the inim-
itability aspects of Islam that it facilities the people life and does not make it dif-
ficult. In addition, it provides people with the proper ways to progress. The most
significant aspect of inimitability of Quran that it brings people out of the dark-
ness into the light, God says in the first verse of Surat Ibrahim (A Book We have
sent down to you that you may bring mankind out of the darkness(es) to the light)
“Ibrahim 1.” If we consider the darkness in which people, groups and nations
live, we will conclude that ignorance, poverty, repression, oppression, tyranny,
injustice, disease, defeats, backwardness, and all the related vices and defects in
which the backward countries people live are different forms of darkness

Light is completely contrary to that, knowledge, justice, cooperation, love,
liberty, consultation, strength, independency, advancement, loyalty, benevolence,
and security are various forms of light. As such, the best way to renew the re-
ligious discourse is the good understanding of Allah’s religion. This religion is
constantly flexible and responding to the new changes. The renewal represents
the religion’s strength and validity beyond times and places. Consequently, we
are in dire need of understanding the religion properly. The religion must be
a method of renewal of our hearts and insights. These facts must be known to
all Muslims whether laymen or scholars. It is good and better that the call .for
renewal of religious discourse is associated with the renewal of our scientific
life. We need a great number of scholars in areas of figh (jurisprudence), tafseer
(interpretation) and hadeeth (prophetic tradition), who are engaged comP]eteh;
in renewal of these areas of knowledge. Likewise, we need a great nlfmbe'f 0
scientists in the areas of mathematics, chemistry, medicine, physics, en.gmeermil,
economy, and other branches of science who are engaged completely in rencv:he
of these fields of knowledge. They are as necessary for the life of na_tlon ase ol
figh, tafseer, and hadeeth. The existence of those scholars and scientists ar

dispensable in our life.



Introduction

Praise be to Allah. Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His Prophet Muham-
mad Ibn Abdullah and upon his family and companions!

Indeed, Muslims are in a pressing need for tajdid (renewal) today than ever
before. There have been certain unfamiliar values and behaviors incompatible
with the true teachings of Islam that penetrated many aspects of Muslim people
and are increasingly woven into everyday life. Intellectual and cultural currents
have recently permeated and increasingly dominated the Muslim community.
This is primarily due to the long-standing disregard of teaching the Islamic fun-
damentals in creeds and ethics in educational curricula for all ages. However, this
neither makes a heavy burden nor takes the entire student’s time.

It is developed to save the young generations from the hazards and immune
them against the temptations of devils and wicked people, who try to convince
them to take up arms. They are working hard to lure teenagers and manipulate the
natural desires of young minds and convince them that if they kill the innocent
and ruin their country, they will go to the paradise. If there is no matter other
than such calamity, it is enough to motivate us to do more and to take care of the
education for bringing up new generations.

Muslims are actually in an urgent need for Tajdid more than any time in his-
tory due to many reasons I have already mentioned them. For scholars—and as
the linguistic meaning asserts, Tajdid is defined as reviving the works and deeds
in reliance on the true teachings of the religion of Allah to remove suspicions,
confusions, and ignorance from minds about the concepts of religion. Religion
itself is basically ever-renewing and fresh; it was revealed as a miracle by the
Almighty Allah to the entire humankind; suitable for all times and places, and for
every culture and civilization.

Tajd1d, in no way, can add to the religion anything alien to the religion. There-
fore, Muslims have unanimously agreed that the renewal, as an effective way of
evidence, shall be derived from the Book of Allah and the Sunnah of His Mesh
senger with the necessity of excluding Bid’ah (innovation) and misguidance that
could lead to misunderstandings. Islam is the last religion that existed from the
beginning of human creation on earth and will continue its existence insomuch
as man exists on this planet. Islam is found in almost every part of the world. The
Prophet (Allah’s peace be upon him) said, “This matter (Islam) will keep spread-
ing as far as the night...” it keeps spreading as night. If so, it may be thought
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