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Interfaith Dialogue in the perspective of Islam
Prepared by: Dr. Basmah bint Ahmad Jastaniyyah

Saudi Academic, Associate Professor at the Department of
Islamic Studies, in Taibah University

dr.jasten@gmail.com

Abstract

All praise is due to Allah for the blessing of Islam, and may
Allah exalt and send blessings to humanities’ teacher of goodness,
and his family and companions.

To proceed:

There are many discussions about interfaith dialogue, the
purpose of it, its true essence and its legitimacy in Islam, as well as
the future developments that will lead to dialogue between
civilizations. The opinions differ, and some see that the
technological advances that resulted in an increase of conflicts
require a research for ways to save humanity from this danger and
reduce the conflicts, and they see that dialogue is the best way to
achieve that. Others see that this is an evil innovation that carries
evil and plots and that it is based on a horrific and dangerous
source, so it is not allowed to use it in any way, and that we need to
stay away from it and isolate it from the Muslim countries.

With the variation of opinions about this issue, it is made clear
that there is a need to study it and explaining the Islamic
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methodology and the principles related to dialogue with the
followers of other religions. This has to be weight on the scale of

Islam. | tried to provide a focused study that deals with the
different aspects of the issue in the best was possible.

The first chapter spoke about the true essence of interfaith
dialogue, its foundations and convergent terminology. | singled out
the second chapter to speak out interfaith dialogue in past and
present. The third chapter dealt with the Islamic methodology in
interfaith dialogue.

The research concluded important conclusions. The most
important of them are:

Explaining the Islamic methodology that is based on the Book
of Allah, the guidance of the prophet (May Allah exalt and send
peace to him in the best of all ways) in interfaith dialogue. When it
comes to the purpose of the dialogue, then there are some
legislated objectives that the dialogue should try to achieve. From
these objectives are: trying to call people to the true religion and
correcting misunderstandings. The understanding of dialogue
between the followers of different religions is to reach true
coexistence which means good treatment, and all societies live in
peace regardless of their different religions, ideologies and
cultures.

In the end, it is important to understand the difference between
dialogue and religious tolerance, and between bringing religions
together and uniting them. Tolerance does not mean psychological
defeat to the unbelievers, it is only a form of advice to them that
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they should submit to Allah only. The prophets were sent to call
people to Allah, and the Islamic nation has a mission to convey so

it should be leading in dialogue with its legislated objectives.
This is what this statement of Allah shows us:

“You are the best nation produced [as an example] for mankind.
You enjoin what is right and forbid what is wrong and believe in
Allah”. (Aalu Imran: 110).

| ask Allah that | succeeded in what I tried to achieve and that it
only was made to seek the Allah’s magnificent face.
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