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Abstract

It is of the divine wisdom that Arabic poetry has had a remarkable existence in

the Eastern coast of Africa where it has enlightened people and influenced different
aspects of their lives. However, that impact was not standing for long time due to some
degenerating factors that underlay its droop or quasi—disappearance. The area cross-—
boundary contribution of Arabic literature was, therefore, lagging behind that of West
Africa and the Indian sub-continental. To this effect, a number of questions arise:
Does that area has any production of Arabic poet?; if yes, where and how much is it?
and what is the quality of its industry? Such questions are first addressed to the area
concerned people of who the researcher is one; hence this study sets out to answer as
many as possible of these questions.

The study first has focused on the geography of the area study which, with
exclusion of Uganda, involves Kenya and Tanzania. The study then has done extensive
investigation which has come out with the discovery of a fair amount of Arabic poetry,
identifying its poets who are spread in the coast, towns and islands of the area.
Seeking evidence for such result, the study has classified religious culture, political and
social situations, geographical environment, and sources of meanings and images as
factors influencing the emergence of Arabic poetry in the area. The study has briefed
the sources of meanings and images into religion, knowledge, manufactured materials,
technology,original Arabic poetry, Geographical environment, celebrations of the Prophet
Birthday(MawIid), daily events, death, politics, wars, annual and schools memorial
celebrations.

The study has gone further into the types of that poetry with respect to its
genres. Along with implications of each, it has identified nine of the genres: praise and
glarificational, eulogistic, elegiac, eratic, descriptional, satirical, social, political, and
resistance poetry. Coming next is the statement of the properties of these genres which
include imitation with innovation, religious influence, the impact of knowledge, and
others. These genres have been compared to those of West African poetry (taken

Nigeria as a sample) in order to recognise the points of convergence and divergence.
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Given deeper insight into the industry of East African Arabic poetry, the study
has concluded the creativity elements of that poetry in style, image and music and
proved its satisfaction to the four conditions of poetic style, namely authenticity, straight
forwardness, precision of meaning, and strict following of rhyme. The study then has
come with a verdict in favour of the style of that poetry.

Having focused on the poetic image, the study has identified a set of its basic
functions, briefly: change and renewal, improvement and decoration, explanation and
elaboration, and persuasion and influence. Its tools, though not determined, include
simile, connotation and metaphor.

As with respect to music, the study has investigated the musical elements of
measure, rhyme and rhythm along with the compatibility of East African poetry with the
prosodic rules stated by Alkhalil Ibn Ahmed Alfarahidl.

Having done a comprehensive investigation to its properties and orientation, the
study has come out with the following characteristics of East Africa poetry:

The acquisition of that poetry through formal learning.

The extensive expression of thoughts.

Imitation with innovation.

The frequent invocation of the Almighty Allah and prayers for the Prophet.

The continuous decrease of its genres.

The idiologies and orientations have been studied in terms of imitatism, religionism
(Islamism), advocacism, educationism, sophism, and Africanism.

In the analysis of the sample poetry, the study has focused on text presentation
and exploration which, in turn, facilitates the clarification of genres, and thoughts of the
relevant texts along with considering the faithful passion of the poet. The study then has
attested that poetry with respect to its style, music, and images whereby it came out
with other characteristics pertaining to the text. To this point, the study has reached to
the conclusion of its investigation with the hope that new studies will proceed ahead for

the betterment of East African Arabic poetry.
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