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Mosque Architecture in Sudan Analysis of its Historical Evolution and
Architectural Style with Reference to Greater Khartoum

Gamal Mahmoud Hamid
Salah Eldin Mahmoud Osman

Department of Architecture, University of Khartoum
Khartoum, Sudan

Abstract: This essay traces the development of mosque architecture in Sudan in general, and in Greater Khartoum in
particular, through four historical periods extending from the entry of Islam into Sudan to this day. The objective is to
identify the main features that distinguished mosque architecture in Sudan from other styles, and the main generators of such
features. The essay concludes that the hot-dry climate, the socio-cultural heritage, the available building materials and
technical knowledge how and those introduced from abroad in various periods have facilitated the creation of a local style
characterized by simple forms, absence of excessive ornamentation, and avoidance of complex structures such as domes and
mugqarnas.

During this quarter century mosque designers in Sudan were influenced by Western Architecture and by the material progress
taking place in some Islamic countries. They were also influenced by new building materials and techniques. Hence, they
have been experimenting with new forms and building techniques for major mosque components such as the prayer hall, the
minaret and the minbar. This continuous experimentation has led to a state of disarray. The way out, we believe, is to
maintain the canons of the characteristic local architecture, while appropriating the economically, socially and
environmentally appropriate building materials and technologies.



