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19 Mohammed a newrelxgxon |

The camel driver who became a'prophei ’

4 -
In AD 570 a boy was horn in Mccea, &t lown on the
edge of the Arabian desert. His parents died when
he was very young, and he was brought up by an
uncie who had himn trained as a camel driver. No
one in those days expected anything important to

come oiit of Arabia, with its few scattered tribes ol -

idol worshippers; yet that camel driver changed
the history of the world more than any of the
Lgyplian pharohs, Persian kings or Roman
- emperors. e founded a new religion which has
hundreds of millions ol helievers today, and he
founded an empire which stretehed through three
continents, ‘The camel  driver's
Mohammed. '
~ He sometimes w.uulcrcd alonc in the desert,
thinking of the people he met on his travels, and of
the strange idols and gods they worshipped. One
day on onc ol his lonely journeys he heard a voice
which seemed to say 1o him, ‘Speak!?” He turned
and looked in the direction of the voice, and on the
horizon he saw a huge ligore, .

*What shall I speak? he asked.

‘Speak in the name ol God the Greator. ‘There is
one God, Allah, and you are his messenger,’

Mohammed  was  worried,  The  Arabs

name was -

worshipped many gods and idols. Some were fire,

worshippers, and there were some Jews and a few
. Christians. Mcecca was the centre ol the idol
worship, particularly of the holy Black Stone,
hixed in the wall of the Kaaba, a lange square
temple. People came from all over Arabia to Kiss
the Black Sione, wim h they bcllcvul had been
sent by God. ;

The arabs, like the Jews, were descended from
Abraham, and many of them iooked upon

1
Abraham and Moses as special messengers of
God. So Mohammed was troubled — could the
God who had chosen Abraham and Maoses, also -
have chosen him, a mere camel driver, as a
messenger? Perhaps it was an cvil spirit which had
spoken (o -lum; perhaps he was going mad, He-
anxiously told his wile, Khadija, about it, and she
reassurcd him, saying that it must have heen the

" angel Gabriel, God s messenger, who had speken

to him.

Allah, the only true god .

Soon Mohammed had other messages from the
angcl, and he began to preach to anyone who
would listen, telling them about Allah, the enly
true God, and how Allah wanted men and women
to live. Some of the people laughed at him. some

" said he was mird, and some were véry angry. For
twelve years he preached in Mecca, but hacdly

anyonc helieved him.
Then the Meccans drove lum and his tiny band
of Iollowers [rom the town, and some tried to kill

~ him. With onc companion he had hidden in a

cave. The Meccans approached. “There are only
two of us’, said his fricnd anxiously. “There is a
third,” replicd Mohamied. *God himscll s with
us.” A spider had woven a web across the emtrance
to the vave. The Meccans saw i, and as it was
unbroken they thought there could not be amy-
bady inside the cave, so shey did not go in,
Mohammed escaped safely to the town of Medina,
where the people welcomed him, and asked him to
rule over them, and to teach them his rrlts:mn.

The opening of a page from the Koran, the holr book of the
Mosleins; the decorations never showeed animals or people. -




.)(, -

} — . .
et ohammed told his ollowers that they must not

worship idols, but must pray. to the one God five
times every day. They must not drink wine, must
not kill children as sacrifices, and must not have
more than lour wives at once. (At that time men
could have as nuany wives as they wished.) They
should help those in need, and should give
gencrously to the poor. _

Mohammed’s religion is known as Moham-
medanism or Islam, and its belicvers are called
Moslems or Muslims, Mohammed’s flight from
Mecca is called the Hegira, and Moslems date all
their history rom that ycar, just as Christians do
from the birth of Christ. )

Mohammed now dreamed of drawing all the
Aral tribes into one nation, all united in the
worship of Allah. In AD 631 he led the people of
Medina against Mecca. He told them that it was a
“glorious thing to dic for Islam, and that those who
were Killed when lighting for him would be sure to
go to paradise. '

Mecca was taken with scarcely any fighting,
and Mohammed rode into the. city on a white
camel. He smashed all the idols, but kept the
Kaaba and its black stone as a symbol of God’s
presence. He made Mecea the centre of his
religion. The Moslem religion teaches that all
Moslems must turn towards Mecea when they
pray, and at least once in their lives they should
makt: a pilgrimage to the city.

The spread of Islam

Scon all Arabia had accepted Istum, and leaders
came to greet Mohammed as chicl and prophet.
- He wrote to the rulers of surrounding countrics,
calling upon them to accept the true faith, He
came to believe that all who could not agree to
become Moslems were the enemies of God. He
thought that they should be forced to become
Moslems, and prepared to attack them, and to
ofler the choice of Islam or death. He thus started
the Arabs on the road to war and conquest. Jews
and Christians, however, were aliowed to keep
their religion, so long as they paid a special tax.

Mohammed called them the People of the Book,

and believed that the Jewish prophets and Jesus
were all messengers of the one true God.
Mohammed died in AD 632, but Islam lived on.
A new leader called the Caliph took on the leader-
ship, and Mohammed’s followers were filled with
intense faith-that it was their mission to spread
their new religion throughout the world, They
defeated the emperor of Constantinople in 636
and conquered Syria. In 637 they overran Persia

An Arab library with shelves of books behin.? the seated scholars.

and pressed on into India. In 639 they turnel
weslwards and mvaded Egypt.
 When the ruiers of these Jands »ere attacked,
they brought lange armies against she Arabs, but
their soldiers had none of the burwing faith of the
Moslems, who knew that if they woa, they would
gain plenty of loot and power; if the, were killed in
what they calied a Holy War wr Jihad, they
believed that they would go w aradise. ‘The
ardinary people in the conquered ks cared e
whether they paid taxes to their ok! .usters or the
‘new ~ they had little freedom ai.;way. So the
,Moslems swept on across north Afii i, and in 711
- crossed into Spain. There they wor a great four-
day battle against the Goths, and 1hen advanced
into France. The whole of Christiza Europe was
threatened. Other Arab armics wor: hammering
at the gates of Constantinople, and reing a way
westwards. Like two gaping jaws, dic two Arab
thrusts looked as though they wigin close, and
swallow up most of Europe. Then in 717 the
emperor Leo of Constantinopie thrw them hack
from the city, and drove them back 1. way across
Asia Minor. The Arab tide was tuing. Tn 752

Charles Martel, king of the Fraoks, et the Arab

army in France, and in a tervific buiide at Tours
inflicted huge losses upou the Arabs. This was the
end ol their advance,
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S LR ¢ A -
Spp,~'Sid-Ahmed A. Elhadi, - | 5 . TELTRIE R A |

- -Ministry of 'Education Sl L

“’Khartoum, Sudan - i pist =

kY

... pear Dr. Elhadi: ‘
Sl TR is our understanding -thatsthe ‘Republic. of the Sudan
_iwould be interested in aQSistance;in'théﬁfrééiof‘educational
,~'¢p1anning,-in order to achieve the maximum! benefit from the
© funds recently made available to the Sudan by the Intermational
‘ijDevelopment.Association.' My colleagues and I in this organiaz-
ltion believe that, in eollaboration with other institutions,

' ¥ we can offer talents and experience in modern edpcational

Tlanry And praokine which would permit your government to
}qccompliah this objeatlve, .

o0 The Historieal Evaluation and Research Organization
}‘(HEEQ‘.)' 18 4 private, nen-profit and tax-exempt corporation,
. ! incorporated in tha bistrict of Columbia. I¢ has parformed
. /i pesearch for the Governent, and under a grant from Encyclo=-
. pedia Britannica Films, in the areas of primary, secondary,
" and higher- education. Its experience in primary and second- |
. .apy education has been concentrated on improvement of the '
" education-of disadvantaged children in urban areas; its
-. experience in higher education has been in the planning of
. ".new colleges, and in particular in pesearch and planning
" pelated to academlc libraries.dand the utilization of wodern
- - technological vesources in education. Enclosed are brief
swmaries of four .representative research projects in which
this organization has participated.

.. Among other organjzations which would be associated

. .- with HERD in the proposed support to the Government of the
"+ gudan would be CORCO, Tneorporated, an educational consulk-
' ant corporation in Chicago. CORCO has extensive experience
" 4n all aspects of educational planning, particularly in the

.1 apeas of administration, finaneing, special use equipsent

- development, and construction. Enclosed is a brochure des-
* eribing CORCO, and 1jsting some of its clients.

% '.*’ HERD'and CORCO envisage d collaborative effort to

. support the Government of the gudan in achieving its edu-

, cational goals, within the general parameters of current

T.?f planning by your ministry. “We visualize that the'fizzgggfg.

i
:
. !
. <
b
s
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™.
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Dr. Elhadi

step might be to send.an 1nten-d1501pllnary team of speclallsts :

to the Sudan to discussiwithlinterested!‘members of-your Hlnls—;1f )
try general plannlng, gnd the'establxshment ‘of goals ' .

If the Government of the Sudan has further :mterest in ’
exploring this p0551b111ty,“1-mou1d :be’pleasedto make avall-i:;h ' o
able appropriate membersiof*our!team ofispecialists to meet '%; K
at some convenient place to con51der the p0551b111ty of de- o . T
tailed negotlatlons. ] '

" K
‘Executive Director
1 3 "-9.': :
ik ' :.
Enc. S . Sl
cc: CORCO, Martinson, O'Keefe’ S
- I—— L e B L S L o SRR U
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TI{E DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIG - OF THE SUDAN
‘ STRY OF EDy ON

SUDAN_EXAMINATIONS COMMITTEE
L . BRTLFICA
MAY 1271

L | STATEMENT . :
%ﬁm S _f”"f"ff"“
i This 18 t certif:f thnt é([f-” ﬂgﬂ?ﬂn / WW[S/{qj

......é. ‘?S ()‘/ dj\s........aat for the Higher Secondar.v

School Certificate Eaninatiqn 1n Maa.r 1971 under Index No, -
- .?:5. .‘.‘.@. .... and obtained the rollowing I‘esult'

THIS STATRENT//

ARA.BIC LA.NGUAGE' //fzr{q ﬁx ._Morks cut of 50 Pagg Mark is 22
- ENGLISH LANGUAGE s /WP/UPMA{ ) o "' w -\u 16 -

£

' MATHEMATIGS . /‘aré. f’@fxé” oo wgg oy 2
. ' ] (‘__._'
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[}
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n "’ n hO a o w16 -

- CHEMISTRY - : 7wend, 2220¢

. L _ )
ALLMALE: /L10Lo0Y_T7 )_@,:'/5‘ 7S Y N
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L "o oW "W 45

OR ERASURE caNCz

T
b v

. //ANY Aﬂrmnoz«{ OR ERASD
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Allan Paton :
Cry the Beloved Country _
Longman
Printed in Great Britain by
Hazell Watson and Viney Ltd, Aylesbury
Hill Richard :

Egypt in the Sudan 18201881

Oxford university press-London, 1959

Julian Corblith :

(H The Nile Course for the Sudan Student's Book 4
Longman
Printed in Great Britain, by Spottiswoode

Ballantyne Ltd, London 1979 .

(2) The Nile Course for the Sudan Student's Book &
Longman
Printed in Egypt by, Modern Egyptian Press

Cairo 1983 .

Martn Bates and Michael Palmer :
‘The Nile Course for the Sudan
Longman

Hong Kong , 1987 .



{ YA- )

Stevenson Robert Louis :
Treasure Island
Oxford Eng. Picture Readers 2nd Edition

Stage 2 .

T.N . Dupuy :
Letter from Dupuy . the Executive
Driector of Histroical Evaluation and
Rsearch Organization , tao ,
Dr. Sid Ahmed A. Elhadi
Minister of Education

Khartoum , Sudan .,

§5555868
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