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great scholars was mahnoud el - khawarizmi.

The problem of the criation of quaran spread also in tunista..

But it was severely fought back by the malgees, who were
sticking to the Holy Quaran and sonnaad they could defeat mou-
tazela. middle morco was not far away from the troubles. there,
during different periods, disputes and agreements took place be-
tween moutazela and abadia. moutazels played simelar role in
the far moroco. the state of addaressa was a refuge for mou-
tazela, and the tribe of croga was mainly moutazela. moutazela
of the west were in contact with those If the east

until the sheia prevailed with the establishment of fatime state
(296 h\900 A. D.).




to the extent that it was used by people to trap thier foes ; ac-
cusing them of denying the creation of quaran.

" In el-sham the khaliph mamoun was examining the people
himself in the creeed of moutazela in the year (218h\833 A.D.).
But a little was done by the government to but the trial into ac-
tion.

In bagdad the question of the creation of quaran was the cen-
tral topic during the reign of mamoun,motassem, and wathiq.

The severs trial had a great political and intellectual impact in
the eastern part of islamic world.

The credo prevailed during the buihi state in Iraq and kho-
rassan and 'béyond the river. But in the countries where sonna
was prevailing, moutazela were wesk and inferior.

** Moutazela occupied important posts in jurisprudence.
Judge abd-el gabar (died 414h\1023 A.D.), Who worked as a
judge of irrigation was an eminent example of the moutazels.
But their power came into climax of the moutazels. But their
power came into climax in the goverment of el-saheb ibn aiad
(385h\995Z A.D.). Saheb did his best to prevail eitezal and to
make people follow its creed. His manner varied from peaceful
persuasion to the use of violence.

During the era of sultan mahumoud el - Qurnawi (Died in
42ih\1030a.d.) moutazela were prosecuted. sultan Mahoud sent
them into prison, fought, and expelled them and they resorted to

khowarizm. there they worked to spread their creed. among their
: 7




ponency was concentrated in Ahmed Ibn Hanbal. _

EL- Moutassem (218 H / 833 A.D. - 227 H. 841 A.D.) fol-
lowed the steps of his brother Mamoun. He also obliged people
to admit the creation of Quaran. _

** When wathiq came into reign (227h\841 A.D.) He fo-
loowed his two predecessors, and even he was more strict. When
it reached the brem and the people could not suffer any more
trouble and compulsion , they made a conspiracy , led by Ahmed
Ibn Nasr ELEkhozaii, who gathered those people who uejected
to admit the creation of Quaran. But the conspiracy was dis-
covered and the khaliph killed the traitor and crossified him in
Bagdad. Before his death wathiq renouced his belief in the crea-
tion of Quaran.

When Motawkel became the khaleph in (232h\836 A.D:), he
was not interested in the cause of the creation of Quaran and so |
the severe trial lost its power. He made some reforme, of which
he renounced arguements and disputes and called for a regain of
sonna.

** The greatest fault of moutazela is that they demolished
one of the important pillars of their creed, namely, the freedom
of the indivedual to choose at a time they forced people to admit
" the creation of Quaran.

The cause of the creation of Qugram was not confined to the
irials held to pwople to admit it, but it included the public amd

private mietings and it became a familiar question among people
6




cerned with and interested in literature. In Literature, they were
rnainly interested in meanings, power of reason and degenerating
idea The familiar topics were animals, misers merchants, tu-
tors.... etc. |

** Prose flourished during this epoch and it included sciences,
and philosbphy. Moutazela showed interest in debates and di-
alectics in Arabic prose wrtings. verbal debates were common
during the rAbassi era. while they were retaining a kind of in-
tellectual sublimity and with sarcasm amd irrespect.

Many of the poets were influenced by Moutazela and they
used many poets dedicated their poetry to defénde moutazela and
their views. |

among the famous names of scientists and echolars of mou-
tazela one can refer to Beshr Ben EL. Moutamer (died in 210 H /
_825 A.D.), EL - Marded (d ied in 226 H / 840 A.D), Gafar Ben
Mobasher (Died in 234 H / 848 A.D.) Gafar Ben Hard ( Died in
236 H/ 850 A.D..) Theomamé Ben EL - Ashras ( Died in 213 H/
828 A.D.) and Ahmed Ben Abi Dawood ( Died in 240 H: 854
A.D.).

% During the reign of EL - Mamoun Eitezal was Confined to
the topic of the creation of Quara, Which was called the severs
trial. This topic was the main interest of the state from (218 H. /
833 A.D.) to (234 H / 848 A.D.) Manoun forced the people to
admit the creation of Quaraan in the year (218 H / 833 A.D.)

Heexamined, for this, the judges, religious scholars and the op-
X ,




the power of moutazela was gradually diminishing and sonna tok
the advantage to fight the vocation of the creation of Quaran.
Also, religious scholars regained their prestige during that era
and they had the chance to attack moutazela.

** L ooking into the creed of moutazels, one would find that it
mainly intellectual. They believed in the power of reason. Many
of the accusations directed to them were unfair and the offences
were sweeping to their various trends.

Emam Mohamed Abdou agreed upon their call for the free-
dom of the individual and his right to choose.

** They came up with new outlookls arid unusual views that
nobody dare to declare before them.

Moutazela paved the way to Moslim philosophers to read
Greek sciences. They read greék books in their original form or
translated to Arabic. Moutezala tried to haromize between Ilam
and Greek philosophy and this made them come under the in-
fluence with philosophy in general and this appeare in their state-
ments and pronouncemnts.

** In brief, it can be said that moutazela were most influenced
by the greek philosophy, and they used it in their religious di-
alectics. They could create a kind of haromny between the sim-
ple and clear slamic culture with the complicated Helenistic cul-
ture.

#% Moutazela realised the effect of literature on bulding up the

culture and on illuminating minds, and so they were deeply con-
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whether they were Quran, or sonna (tradition of the prophet).
'They twere alluding the holy texts according thier own belief
and rejecting the Hadeth (sayings of the prophet) which contra-
dict their creeds.

** They were interpreting the texts, in their way, to prove
their belief in seeing Allah, and the texts of personification and
embadment, and those of obligation and disteny. They expressed
their suspecion in many of the hadith to the extent that some-
tinms they rijected some of them, specially those sayings con-
cerning the obigation as came down through one source only.
They went as far as announcing their doubts in the 'authenticity
in some of these saying some of them denied the unanimity and
Quias (applying the same verdict on similar cases)..

As for their view concerning the followers of the prophit,
they placed-them on equal terms with ordinary people, who may
be right or wrong, and could be praised or attacked and some of
them were severly attacked by moutazels.

When the moutazela had the power in their hands, they began
to act intolerably towards religioud scholars, ans acuse them
even in the authenticity of their creed during the reigh of Ed-
Mamoun, El-Moutasem and El-Watheq, religiors scholas were
sent to prison and wer forced to follw the creeds and views of
moutazela..

It was natural that the religious scholars united against this

bad intolerance of moutasela. During the reign or El-Motawakil |
X .




ination. These principles were drawn from the discussionl be-
tween them and their opponents.

Basra continred to be the center of this movement till the cap-
ital was establisned in Bagdad Where some of the advocates of
the movement were settled, and hence the moutazala of Bagdad
began to separate from those in Basra and they began to ap-
proach the caliph Mamoun who had tendency to follow this be-
lief and so he brought the moutazala closer to him. He agreed to
their creed that the holy Quran was created and used the power
of the state to force the people to admit thes creed.

The Al-Mamun's belief in the creed of moutazala was
anounced but during the closing years of hes life (211 h. \
826A.D.) - (218 H.\ 833 A.D.). After the death of Mamoun, ’.his
successor Al-Mutasim (218H.\ 833 A.D.- 227H\ 841 A.D).
Forced the people to admit the creation of Quran and ordered the
tutors to teach this to their disciples.

when El-Wathik came into reign (227 H\841A.D. - 232H'\
846 A.D.), he became fanatic to the same creed.

El-eitizal or separation was a the only a verbal creed in Basra,
but in Bagdad, being near the state and close to kalipgs, it be-
came a practical one.

Moutazala contradicted their ancestors in their understanding
of the creeds. Their own approach was purily in tellectual, and
they worked to apply intellectual judgements to religious creeds.

The live principles were the base of their treatment of the texts
2




CONGLUSTON

AS A RELIGIOUS SECIT, El- Moutazala appeared during
the era of the umayyad calephate state, namely at the beginning
of the second century of higra, the 8 th century A.D.) During ab-
baaid era, two schools of moutazala were established in Basra
and Baghdad. This sect was given many titles as moutazala and
the people of justice and oneness and given to them by others to
attacl dr criticize them. Thefc are also titles many other tekles
gave given to o‘ne_of jthei‘r many paItieS .or.exclu_d-ed_ to one.of
their sub-beliefs. . |

Historians of the seéts' lifferentiated arnong themselves around
the historical origination of this sect. It seems that the spirit of
moutazala had its roots in the seditions that took place since the
camel war, so the talking moutazala are considered as a contiua-
tion

of the political moutazala who were nonaliegned in the dis-
pute between the supporters of all and those Muawiya and later
between the supporters of the offspring of Ali and those of
Umayyad caliphs the name of separation or Eitezal is given for a
sect with certain principles and= not a mere separation from one
parth to join another.

There are five principles for moutazala. These principles are
oneness, justice, promising and threateing, middle postion be-

tween the extremes, asking for the good and forbiding the abom-
|
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El-Moutazela in Bagdad and their in-
fluence on intellectual and potitcal life
from the reign of Kaliph E-Mamoun un-

- til the death of EI-Moutawkel

ALa - Allah. (198 - 247 h) (813 - A.D.)

Dr. ahmad Shawki Ibraheem Al-Amarraji
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