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Abstract

The study, following a descriptive analytical method, tackles
the phenomenon of spread of Islam in the states of West
Africa, in the Chapter One. The chapter also tracks the means
and ways of such spread in the said region. The study
examines the hypothesis of a role played by Arab traders in
the spread of the faith.

Chapter Two shows trade as a major axis in the economies of
the states of West Africa; listing types of merchandise and
farm crops exchanged and the forms of such exchange.
Chapter Three describes commerce transactions in the
context of Islamic doctrine and the impact of such on society
in the region and the system of education.

In its fourth chapter, the study outlines the developments
Islam witnessed and the movements based on Islamic
doctrine and the impact of these movements on systems of
governance in West Africa.

The intent is to confirm that Islam has taken roots in society
and the state in the region. Islam is also deeply established in
the economies of these states, where trade exchange had an
historical impact on the rise thereof. The study findings prove
the accuracy of the hypothesis that trade and traders had a

pivotal role in the spread of the faith in the region.
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