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"The difficulty comes in identifying the right leader or group. The U.S.
could discretely fund mainstream Salafi figures like Madkhali who are
effective in siphoning off support from jihadis and who do not advocate
violence (e.g. by paying for publications, lectures, new schools). This will be
cffective in the short term, but it further strengthens the dehumanizing Salafi
ideology from which the jihadi movement derivgs much of its inspiration.
The U.S. could also fund non - Salafis, but it currently lacks the expertise
necessary to determine who is truly influential. Perhaps a better strategy in
the near term would be to pressure ‘Middle Eastern governments to allow
greater political participation and visibility .for groups that jihadis are
threatened by. This approach should vary from country to country. For
example, in Egypt, it would be the Muslim Brotherhood; in Saudi Arabia,

the Shi’a. Again, it is essential that the U.S. hand not be seen".
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