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Introduction: On the Train to Jaipur
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1-Paul L. Harris Emma Brown Crispin Marriott Semantha
Whittall and Sarah Harmer (ol ~LJiy £l 2o
bl JULYI we JUdly w3l Gy el 350> 5Lzt Monsters
Ghosts and Witches: Testing the Limits of the Fantasy-
Reality Distinction in Youth Children) British Journal of
Developmental Psychology 9 (1991): 105 -123; Henry M.
Wellman and David Estes ( e s3le] :aiall ULSU ST o4l
i 4kl (3 4031, Early Understanding of Mental Entities: A
Reexamination of Childhood Realism) Child Development

57(1986):910-923.

2-SeePaul L. Harris sl f.s The Work oftheImagination
(Oxford: Blackwell 2000) especially chap.4.

3-David Ian Miller (Finding My Religion: Julia

Sweeney Talks about How She Became an Atheist) San

A\ A2



Francisco Chronicle August 15.2005 accessed January
14.2011http: / /articles.sfgate.corn12005  -08- 15/
news/17384089_1_religious-los-angeles-dear-god.
Slaastl a5 cils 0f LN slie W 2T JUBYE Loy Y Bslall
gl sa UL S s S

4- For more on why thinking of minds as infinitely
malleable or feature-less see Steven Pinker ::La i isiol
L A dadall eoudt HISY1, The B‘lank Slate: The Modern
Denial of Human Nature (New York: Viking 2002).

5- AndrewN. Meltzoffand N. Keith Moore (_uladd i Ji ulis
oWl die g 1) Child Development 54 (1983): 702 -709.
s Dpinn 055 5 o ol o ) A SULI 0L & oy T LT -1
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One: Secret Agents Everywhere

138 7l Sl bl Y1 ey ] anzool ST S )
LN 21 ,Y1 0585 08 N1y bV o Lo g5 3 g 52 2LV L] mby
YN AAT o o el A e (8 o pall 5 o G sl el

A b QWL Lol 4 ) 5l slea Y1 o

2— Robert N. McCauley Why Religion Is Natural and
Science h Not (New York: Oxford University Press 2011).

3— Elizabeth S. Spelke and Katherine D. Kinzler ‘Core
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from blessing the new moon in Tishrei to fool the Satan so
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When there were dinosaurs in the world did__ exist?™"

(Right now—you’re a little boy/girl but a long
time ago you were a little baby right? How
about—? Was s/he a little baby a long time ago?"
(What’s going to happen to__next year and the year after
that? Will he get older and older or will he stay just the same?"
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2- In my book Why Would Anyone Believe in God?
(Walnut Creek CA: AltaMira Press. 2004) I argued that
some properties of God from the great monotheisms enjoy
a cognitive advantage over lesser gods. I did not mean to

imply there or here that strict monotheism (believing in
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the existence of only one God and no saints ghosts spirits
devils or any other supernatural agents) was the most

cognitively natural position.

3- In Religgion Explained: The Evolutionary Origins
of Regarded Thought (New York Basic Books 2001).
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real time they represent these gods as knowing things like
whether I have been naughty or nice and not trivia such as

the number of bacteria living in my intestines.

4- Other devotional religions have similar notions about
throwing oneself on the mercy of the divine but I focus on

Christianity here because I know it best.
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(emphasis in original).

6- Leda Cosmides and John Tooby (Evolutionary
Psychology and the Generation of Culture Part II: Case
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Premack eds.. Causal Cognition: A Multidisciplinary
Debate (New York: Oxford University PECS. 1995).

11-Ontransforminganimalsfromonekindintoanothersee
Frank C. Keil Concepts kinds and Cognitive Development
(Cambridge MA: MIT Press 1989); on insides of animals
see Daniel J. Simons and Frank C. Keil. ‘An Abstract to
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12— For a discussion of the evidence see Henry M.
Wellman and Susan A. Gelman ‘Knowledge Acquisition
in Foundational Domains: in vol. 2 of Handbook of Child
Psychology ed. William Damon (Hoboken NJ: Wiley

1998) 523-573.
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McCauley Why Religion Is Natural and Science Is Not.
(New York: Oxford University Press 2011).

14— Harvey Whitehouse ‘Apparitions Orations. and
Rings: Experience of Spirits in Dadul” in Spirits in Culture
History and Mind ed. Jeannette Mageo and Alan Howard
(New York: Routledge 1996) p. 175.
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15-Ibid. p. 17s.

16~ Mohammad Zia Ullah Islamic Concept of Cod

(London: Regan Paul. 1984) p. 19.

, .
17- Gordon Spykman Reformational Theology: A New
Paradigm for Doing Dogmatics (Grand Rapids MI: Wm.

B. Eerdmans 1992) pp. 64 -65.

18- Emma Cohen The Mind Possessed: The Cognition of
Spirit Possession in an Afro-Brazilian Religious Tradition

(New York: Oxford University Press 2007) p. 107.

19-1Ibid. p. 117.

20- For details of these experiments and more thorough
discussion of the rationale and implications see Justin L
Barrett and Frank C. Keil ‘Conceptualizing a Nonnatural
Entity: Anthropomorphism in God Concepts) Cognitive
Psychology 31(1996): 219- 247; Justin L Barrettand Brant
VanOrman (The Effects of Image-Use on God Concepts

journal of Psychology and Christianity 15 (1996: 38- 45)
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;Justin L. Barrett (Theological Correctness: Cognitive
Constraint and the Study of Religion) Method and Theory

in the Study of Religion 11 (1999): 325- 339.

21- Frederic C. Bartlett. Remembering: A Study in
Experimental Social Psychology (Cambridge: Cambridge

University Press 1995).

22- Justin L. Barrett and Meanie A. Nyhof; (Spreading
Non-Natural Concepts: The Role of Intuitive Conceptual
Structures in Memory and Transmission of Cultural
Materials. “Journal of Cognition and Culture 1 (2001):

69-100.

23— Marcia K. Johnson. John D. Bransford. and Susan K.
Solomon ‘Memory for Tacit Implications of Sentences.’
Journal of Experimental Psychology 98 (1973): 203-205.
For explanation and elaboration. see Daniel Reisberg.
Cognition: Exploring the Science of mind (New York

Norton. 1997).
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24~ Barrett and Keil (Conceptualizing a Nonnatural
Entity Anthropomorphism in God Concepts’ Cognitive
Psychology 31 (1996): Barrettand VanOrman “The Effects
of Image—Usé on God Concepts).

25- Barrett and Keil -Conceptualizing a Nonnatural

Entity) p. 224.

26- For details see Justin L. Barrett. ‘Cognitive Constraints
on Hindu Concepts of the Divine. Journal In the Scientific

Study of Religion 37 (1998):608 -619.

27- Travis Chilcott and Raymond F. Paloutzian.
“The Cultivation of divine Intimacy and Its Relation
to Anthropomorphic Attribution: An Expel mental
Ethnographic Study on the Cognitive Effects of Gaudiya
Vaishnava Religion Practices and Beliefs’ (paper presented
at the Cognition. Religion. and Theology Conference
Oxford University June 28-July 1.2010).
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Seven: It’s Okay to Be Childish

1- Sigmund Freud The Future of an Illusion trans. James

B. Strachey (London: Norton 1989) 42.
2-Ibid. p.32
3-Ibid. p.30.

4- Adrienne Burke (The God Delusion: Richard Dawkins)
New York Academy of Science Science and the City
Podcasts. October 6.2006 accessed January 13.2071.
http:www.nyas.org /Publications /Media /Podcast Detail..

aspx?cid=a4bb550a-82624-a958-ces—a495c35acOco.

5- Alister McGrath Dawkins’ God: Genes Memes and the
Meaning of Lie (Oxford: Blackwell 2005).

6— Matthew 19:14 NIV.

7- Matthew 183 -4 NIV.
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8- Gilbert K. Chesterton TV Everlasting Man (New York:
Image Books. 1955) p. 16 (see abo pp. 29 -35).
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Eight: So Stupid They’ll Believe Anything
1- Anthony C. Grayling (Onward Christian Teachers?)
Guardian November 12.2007 accessed January 13.
2010.http: //commentisfree.guardian.co.uk /ac_

grayling /200711 / Jonward_christian_teachers.html.

2- For a classic example see Edward E. Evans-Pritchard’s
description of the Azande in Witchcraft Oracles and Magic

among the Azande (Oxford: Clarendon Press 1976).

3- Christopher Hitchens God Is Not Great: How Religion
Poisons Everything (New York: Twelve 2007) pp. 219-

220.

Yo\



033 moany o O 953 Ovalll by Geuddl W1 OF ol 8L ey — €
gas Ve e G s ganed O g O IS 05K G Gk
YA TR JU\J.J—\LQWJJ\M‘J)L.«JMJ@;Jad‘uﬁuJM
0 55w o5 Ly, BUL VY5 gl odis (3 Ol 4l 0 K e Ay
(el g UL € 5 ¢l I bl day Y 5 eI bty BULL £A 1
N ey 15 T8+ ol B i 25 o ) 0 OIS
co b o Lol SN @ pazen g ¢ ppdze el IS ol S YT sus 5,
cu:._o.ﬂlalj;;\ll.\..édwbwlewﬁlytﬂllhww—o
G ol oSy (llis cali 6 oY b ais ool IS ekt
o5 0T ot S iy Yl o il gy a1 Oy 5T sy
e 45 ) dandl CILYN a5 o g g B (o Raass B 0y (bl
OS5 S .tk 05 Y il i ¥ e o A OF oa L AL
Al pag O gt W iy e Al pa g 5T 0y 2T 005 3 las )
Sary Ol ey Ol o O Jal2 e} 0 Lol g ] o 5, Y
:ui.uo&..bi,;‘wwa,ugw‘ohm@@éﬁia@%
oo b8 Lo 4l 455 05U 3 e 0T Ll 355 52 T e 00
Aol dled AL e n Jor 55 ol (0 SBLS malor 5 W5Ls 5 <Lk 3]
G5l Ll gy 0 g5bY1 G & el LU Gleel s v IS5

Yov



/
Sl B Aadeddl Gans | gman g Jled NI am e 5 g ST 15055 Ol 5
GULR) (6 50V U 5 (OB 5315 OF ks g sl Slln) 3y 391 b
b 5 L) 1Kol Jld e o I IG5 (O 5 3lis Lidmd oy 3y
oS 3 el 33 Lo 3592551 o Jor 15 3 (08U 355000 Lhad
Ll 3 ol ST 8 o 3V oo b el 1 n cphine b BRI 45
ol e G ol s (5 eV ko Ll o ol 150l O iz Y
S U] JMT\J OF Al a1 OF el gl e I Bs O oaze
(lgle o) e LT A 3,2 8L ST 55 Lo Al e S Y

ot U3 G G ST sl o 51
6- Richard Dawkins The God Delusion (London: Bantam

Press 2006).

7- Daniel C. Dennett Breaking the Spell: Religion as
a Natural Phenomenon (London: Allen Lane 2006);

Hitchens God Is Not Great.
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8~ Dawkins God Delusion p. 176.

9-Ibid. p.174.

10-Ibid. p. 176.
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ThomasReidInquiryandEssaysed. RonaldE. Beanblossom

and Keith Lehrer (Indianapolis IN: Hackett 1983) p.95.

See also Thomas Reid’s Inquiry into the Human Mind on

the Principles of Common Sense ed. Derek R. Brookes

(Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press 1997).

12- T have in mind David G. Myers’s excellent Psychology

(New York: Freeman 2009).
13- Dawkins. God Delusion p. 176.

14— Marc D. Hauser Moral Minds: How Nature Designed
Our Universal Sense of Right and Wrong (New York:

Ecco /HarperCollins 2006).
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15— Scott Atran In Gods We Trust The Evolutionary
Landscape of Religion (New York: Oxford University

Press 2002) p. 57.

16— E. Margar%t Evans (Cognitive and Contextual Factors
in the Emergence of Diverse Belief Systems: Creation

versus Evolution) Cognitive Psychology 42 (2001).

17~ Joseph Henrich and Robert Boyd The Evolution of
Conformist Transmissionand Between Group Differences)
Evolution and Human Behavior 19 (1998): 215 -241;
Joseph Henrich and Francisco Gil-White The Evolution
of Prestige: Freely Conferred Status as a Mechanism
for Enhancing the Benefits of Cultural Transmission.)

Evolution and Human Behavior 22 (2001): 165 —-196.

18- Nicholas Humphrey The Mind Made Flesh: Frontiers
of Psychology and Evolution (Oxford: Oxford University

Press 2002) 317.
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19- See Dawkins God DelusionI9 1- 20Iwherehe discusses
religious ideas in terms of memes and memeplexes. One
concern I have about meme theory and memetics at least
as presented with regard to beliefs in gods by Dawkins and
also by philosopher Dan Dennett in Breaking the Spell:
Religion as a Natural phenomenon (London: Allen Lane
2006) is that readers will come away with the idea that
being a catchy idea is all about an idea protecting itself
from scrutiny as if ideas are intentional beings that can
protect- themselves. I trust that Dawkins and Dennett
would not want their readers to misunderstand them in
this way. The real action in terms of what people believe or
not is not on the idea side of things (as the idea-as-virus
metaphor might imply) but on the mind side of things.
What is it about how human minds an put together and
the biases they have that make them likely to generate
and communicate some ideas more readily than others?

After all ideas do not Just float around out there waiting
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to attack unsuspecting .human heads. The idea-as-virus
metaphor makes it seem as though ideas reproduce
themselves—indeed (good memes) are often talked about
as good self-feplicators. The reality is that ideas cannot
do anything let alone self-replicate. Human minds do
the work. Minds construct certain thoughts ideas and
beliefs. In Explaining Culture: A Naturalistic Approach
(Oxford: Blackwell 1996) anthropologist Dan Sperber has
offered a more fruitful approach for explaining why some
ideas spread better than others. Unfortunately he does not
have a catchy term like memetics to Label his approach
which is more cumbersomely termed epidemiology of

representations.
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Nine: Is Atheism Unnatural?

1- Amos Tversky and Daniel Kahneman (Judgments
under Uncertainty: Heuristics and Biases) in Judgment
and Decision making: An Interdisciplinary Reader ed.
Terry Connoly H. R. Arkes and K. R. Hammond (Cam-
bridge: Cambridge University Press 2000) pp. 35- 52.

2- Donn E. Byrne The Attraction Paradigm (New York:

Academic Press. 1971).

3- Yao Xinzhong and Paul Badham Religion Experience in
Contemporary China (Cardiff: University of Wales Press

2007).

4- See William S. Bainbridge (Atheism) Interdisciplinary
journal of Research on Religion 1 (2005): art. 2 for a

discussion of atheism and figures from one nonrandom
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international sample and another more representative

American sample.

5~ Eugene Winograd and Ulric Neisser eds. Affect and
{

Accuracy in- Recall: Studies of (Flashbulb) Memories

(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 1992).

6— Simon Baron-Cohen The Extreme Male Brain Theory
of Autism) Trends in Cognitive sciences 6 (2002): 248-

254.

7- Simon Baron-Cohen and Sally Wheelwright (The
Empathy Quotient (EQ): An Investigation of Adults
with Asperger Syndrome or High Functioning Autism
and Normal Sex Differences) Journal of Autism and
Developmental Disorders 34 (2004): 163 -175; Rebecca C.
Knickmeyerand Simon Baron-Cohen ‘Foetal Testosterone
and Sex Differences in Typical Social Development and in

Autism?) Journal of Child Neurology 48 (2006): 825-845.

Yoq



8~ See Bainbridge (Atheism); Benjamin Beit-Hallahmi
(Atheists: A Psychological Profile? in The Cambridge
Companion to Atheism ed. Michael Martin (Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press 2007) pp. 303~ 317.

9- Raymond F. Paloutzian invitation to the Psychology of
Religion (Needham Heights MA: Allyn & Bacon 1996).

10- Richard Dawkins The God Delusion (London: Bantam

Press. 2006).

11- David G. Myers A Friendly Letter to Skeptics and
Atheists: Musings on Why God Is Good and Faith Isn’t

Evil (San Francisco: Jossey-Bass 2008) 22-25.

12- Benson Saler and Charles A. Ziegler. (Atheism and the

Apotheosis of Agency? Temenos 42 (2006): 7- 41.

13- William S. Bainbridge. (Atheism) Interdisciplinary

Journal of Research on Religion 1(2005): 7.

14— Bainbridge interprets this as both a difficulty

maintaining atheism while being a parent but of course

1.
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it may be that atheists are less interested in having kids in

the first place.

15— Stewart E. Guthrie Faces in the Clouds: A New Theory
H
of Religion (Oxford: Oxford University Press 1993).

16— On how existential security in contemporary western
and northern Europe may prove fertile ground for
nonbelief in gods we Jonathan A. Lanman (A Secular
Mind: Towards a Cognitive Anthropology of Atheism
(Ph.D. diss. University of Oxford 2009).

17-John D. Barrow Frank J. Tipler and John A. Wheeler
The Anthropic Cosmological Principle (Oxford: Oxford
University Press 1988); Simon Conway Morris. Life’s
Solution: Inevitable Humans in a Lonely Universe
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press 2003); Antony
Flew. There is a Cod: How the World’s Most Notorious
Atheist Changed His Mind (New York: Harper 2007).
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18- In The Blind Watchmaker: Why the Evidence of
Evolution Reveals a Universe Without Design (New York:
Norton 1986). Richard Dawkins candidly confesses how
difficult it is even for experts on evolution and natural
selection to avoid this kind of anthropomorphiclanguage.
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?God to Children Introduce You Should :Ten
1- Christopher Hitchens God Is Not Great: How Religion

Poisons everything (New York: Twelve 2007) p. 218.

2-Ibid. p. 220.

3- Nicholas Humphrey The Mind Made Flesh: Frontiers
of Psychology and Evolution (Oxford: Oxford University

Press 2002) p. 291.

4- Richard Dawkins. The God Delusion (London: Bantam

Press 2006) p. 317.
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5-Ibid. p.315.
6-Ibid. p.31s.

7~ Kathleen A. Kendall-Tackett Linda Meyer Williams
and David Finkelhor (Impact of Sexual Abuse on Children:
A Review and Synthesis of Recent Empirical Studies) in
Children and the Law: The Essential Readings. ed. Ray
Bull (Oxford: Blackwell 2001) pp. 31~ 70

8— Matthew 5:22 NAS.

9- Exodus 20:7 NAS.

10- Dawkins. God Delusion p. 327 (emphasis in original).
11~ Ibid. (emphasis in original).

12- Nicholas Humphrey The Mind Made Flesh: Frontiers
of Psychology and Evolution (Oxford: Oxford University
Press. 2002) 313.
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14— Roger Trigg Religion in Public Life: Must Faith Be
Privatized? (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2007) pp.

66— 67.
15-1bid. p. 58.

16— For reviews of scientific research in this area. see
Kenneth I. Pargament The Psychology of Religion and
Coping: Theory Research Practice (London: Guilford
Press 1997); Robert A. Emmons The Psychology of

Ultimate Concerns: Motivation and Spirituality in
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Personality (London: Guilford Press 1999). A limitation
on this research is that the bulk concerns religious believers
in western Europe and North America. and consequently

. . £, s .
primarily considered Christians of various sorts.

17- Robert k Emmons The Psychology of Ultimate
Concerns: Motivation and Spirituality in Personality
(London: Guilford Press. 1999).
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Eleven: Encouraging Children’s Religious Development
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2- Roger Trigg Religion in Public Life: Must Faith Be
Privatized? (Oxford: Oxford University Press 2007).
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4- Paul L. Harris and Melissa A. Koenig (Trust in
Testimony: How Children Learn about Science and
Religion) Child Development 77 (2006): 505~ 524.
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Cognitive Science Religion and Theology (West
Conshohocken PA: Templeton Press 2011). See also
Malcolm Jeeves and Warren S. Brown Neuroscience
Psychology and Religion: Illusions Delusions and
Realities about Human Nature. (West Conshohocken.

PA: Templeton Press. 2009).
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6— Pascal Boyer Religion Explained: The Evolutionary
Origins of Religious Thought (New York: Basic Books

2001)p.317.

7- Chris J. Boyatzis (Religious and Spiritual Development
in Childhood) in Handbook of the Psychology of Religion
and Spirituality ed. Raymond F. Paloutzian and Crystal L.
Park (New York: Guilford Press 2005). pp. 123 -143,

8- Pehr Granqvist and Lee A. Kirkpatrick (Religious
Conversion and Perceived Childhood Attachment: A
Meta-Analysis (International Journal for the Psychology

of Religion 14 (2004):223- 250; Pehr Granqvist (Building
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a Bridge between Attachment and Religious Coping: Tests
of Moderators and Mediators) Mental Health Religion and
culture 8 (2005): 35 -47: Lee A. Kirkpatrick Attachment
Evolution and the Psychology of Religion (New York:

Guilford Press 2005).
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