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(1) The principal heresy denying the divinity of Christ .named after its

author Arius. Arianism maintained that the Son of God was not eler-

nal but was created by the Father from nothing as an instrument for

the creation of the world; the Son was therefore not coeternal with the

Father «nor of the same substance. The heresy was condemned by the

council of Nicaea in AD 325 and again at Constantinople in AD 38!.

but though driven from the empire it retained a foothold among Teu-

tonic tribes until the conversion of the Franks to Catholicism (AD
496). The Oxford Encyclopaedic English Dictionary «1av. .London.
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(1) Catholic Encyclopaedia .?Divisions of Christendom and their causes?:
...From the time of the First Council of Constantinople (381) Arianism
received 2 new lease of life among the northern tribes «the Goths.
Lombards <Burgundians . Vandals .etc. This was due to the preaching
of Ulfilas- «bishop of Arian views who was sent from Constantinople
in 341 to evangelize the Visigoths. From the Visigoths it spread to the
kindred tribes and became their national religion .until 586 with the
conversion of Reccared .their king .and of the Spanish Visigoths...
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?0ne unchristian corollary of Augustine's doctrine was the persecution
of heretics as a duty of the Christian state. In his earlier days Augus-
tine disapproved of this (contr. Ep. Man. 1?3; Ep. 23V «; 93¢0 «¥ «
ctc.); but the stress of the Donatist controversy changed his mind; in
the interest of the dounbtful «the weak cthe generations to come <he
found a sanction for persecution in St. Luke xiv. 23: Cogite intrare.?
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(1) Albrecht Vogel «.Donatism ¢« Philip Schaff .ed. .Dictionary of Bib-
lical «Historical «Doctrinal «and Practical TheologyY «rd edn «Vol.
1. Toronto «New York & London: Funk & Wagnalls Company«
1894 .pp.659-661.

?Augustine himself consented to an appeal to force creferring 1o
Luke xiv. 23. A synod of Carthage (405) petitioned the Emperor
Honorius to issue penal laws against the Donatists. The petition was
granted: laymen should be fined .clergymen banished .and the
churches. closed. But Honorius could not afford to make any more
enemies than those he already had «and in 409 he issued an edict of
toleration; but this. edict raised such a storm in the Catholic Church. ¢
that it had to be immediately repealed. A disputation was then
arranged in Carthage (411) «Collatio cum Donatistis. Two hundred
and eightysix Catholic and two hundred and seventy-nine Donatist=
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= bishops were present: Augustine and Aurelius were the speakers ot
the former; Primianus and Patilianus «those of the latter. For threé
days the debate lasted «but no result was. arrived at. Finally th}“
imperial commissioner declared the Donatists vanquished <and ver
severe measures were decided upon against them. In 414 they lost a:
civil rights; in 415 they were forbidden to assemble for worshipping%g
under penalty of death. Nevertheless «they had not become extincty,
when «in the seventh century <the Saracens occupied the counlryﬂ
and destroyed the African Church.? )
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The Chronicle of John,
Bishop of Nikiu
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A Ethiopic Text
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REUGIOX DEFARTHERT

X 22 Aprll 1992

FROM::  PaulB.Dult: o
Assistant Profgssor of Religion
. (Hebrew Scriptures, New ,Tesmmsnp

John.3:16 and John 1:18°each have the word monogenss In Greek, This word

ordinarlly means "of 8 single kind™. As a result, "unique” is a good transiation. The

. fesson you somatimes find a translation that renders the word as “onty begotten™ has

to do with an anclont heresy within the church.” In rasponse to the Aden clalm that

Jesus was mede but not bagotien, Jerome (4th cantury) transistad the Greek tarm
Into Latin &s ("only begotten*}.
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Greece and the Balkans

at the time of Constantine the Great
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Letter of Arius to Eusebius of Nicomedia

Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 1

Reference |, vy e no. 15

mumbers | ¢pG 2025

Incipit: to? natp? s mou? mmwy? ou

Date: c.318

Source: Theodoret «Church History 1.5 (tLG)Also
found in: Epiphanius Refutation of All Here-
sies 69.6

Notes To compare this document with other lists of

sympathizers with Arius .see the Arian map.A
In paragraph 3 (Arius claims that nearly "all
those of the East" agree that the Father pre-
exists the Son!

1- To that most beloved man of God .the faithful and ortho-
dox Eusebius «from Arius «unjustly persecuted by father

Alexander because of the all-conquering truth which you.
Eusebius .also are defending!

2- Since my father Ammonius is going to Nicomedia it

seemed reasonable and proper to greet you through him.

a7\ e
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remembering at the same time the innate love and affec-

tion which you have for the brothers on account of God
and his Christ .because the bishop [Alexander] is severely
ravaging and persecuting us and moving against us with
every evil.A Thus he drives us out of every city like god-
less men .since we will not agree with his public state-
ments; Athat there was Zalways a God .always a Son;? ?as
soon as the Father «so soon the Son [existed];? ?with the
Father co-exists the Son unbegotten .ever-begotten .be-
gotten without begetting;? ?God neither precedes the Son
in aspect or in a moment of time;? ?always a God .always
a Son «the Son being from God himself.?

3- Since Eusebius «your brother in Caesarea and Theodotus:
and Paulinus .and Athanasius .and Gregory «and Aetius
and all those in the East say that God pre-exists the Son
without a beginning «they have been condemned «except
for Philogonius and Hellenicus and Macarius <unleamned
heretics some of whom say that the Son was ?spewed
out? (others that he was an ?emanation? .still others that
he was ?jointly unbegotten.?

4- We are not able to listen to these kinds of impieties .even
if the heretics threaten us with ten thousand deaths.A But

27 \VY v
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what do we say and think and what have we previously
taught and do we presently teach?A -- that the Son is not
unbegotten «nor a part of an unbegotten entity in any way«
nor from anything in existence <but that he is subsisting in
will and intention before time and before the ages «full <of
grace and truth (God «the only-begotten (unchangeable.
5- ABefore he was begotten cor created .or defined .or estab-
lished «he did not exist.A For he was not unbegotten. A
But we are persecuted because we have said the Son has a
beginning but God has no beginning.A We are persecuted
because of that and for saying he came from non-being.A
But we said this since he is not a portion of God nor of
anything in existence.A That is why we are persecuted;
you know the rest.
I pray that you fare well in the Lord remembering our
tribulations «fellow-Lucianist «truly-called Eusebius [i.e.

the pious one].

Translation by GLT

Other translations in New Eusebius «<no. 283;/& NPNF2
vol. 3 «p. 41; ? -¥6-8 in Hanson «p. 139; ? 4-5 in Hanson.
p.-6
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Fragment of a letter of Eusebius of Nicomedia to

Arius:
Reference Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 2 (=AW
numbers 1112 no. 16; CPG 2046)
Incipit: TOTP? GUOL? puw v? 0V
Date: c.318
Ancient source| Athanasius «On the Synods 17 (TLG)

And Eusebius of Nicomedia in addition wrote thus to
Arius:

Since you think properly «pray that everyone will think that
way.A For it is clear to all that the thing which is made did
not exist before it came into being; but rather what came into
being has a beginning to its existence.

Translation by GLT

Other translations in Hanson «p. 31; NPNF2 vol. 4 «p. 459
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Emperor Constantine to Alexander of Alexandria

and Arius:

Reference Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 17
numbers (=AW 1112 no. 19; CPG 2020)

Incipit KV A? g ypov? v €7 xou T? vIag
Date October 324

Ancient Eusebius «Life of Constantine 264-72

source used (TLG)
Other ancient | Socrates « Church History 1.7;

source (para- | Gelasius «Church History -Y4
graphs 6-15)
Note on recip- | Stuart G. Hall argues that this letter was

ients actually written to the Council of Antioch
in 325 «and that Eusebius «who would
rather forget that council «changed the re-

cipients in his account of the letter.

1- Parvis has critiqued his argument to say that

27 '\ e
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the letter was certainly meant for a general

audience of eastern bishops «but not for

the Council of Antioch specifically.

2- This could also explain how Eusebius
has a copy.

1- Stuart G. Hall t.Some Constantinian

Documents in the Vita Constantini «.Con-

stantine: History and Historiography «eds.

Samuel N. C. Lieu and Dominic Montser-

rat (New York 1998) «pp. 86-104
2- Sarah Parvis (see Abbreviations page)
p. 77 «note 17-2

The Victor Constantine the Great Augustus «to Al-

exander and Arius.

1- T call God to witness «as is fitting «who is the helper of my
endeavors and the preserver of all men cthat I had a two-
fold reason for undertaking this duty which I have now per-
formed. My design then was first to bring the various be-
liefs formed by all nations about God to a condition of
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settled uniformity. Secondly I hoped to restore to health the
civil liberties of the empire «then suffering under the ma-
lignant power of a angry tyrant. Keeping these objects in
view— «sought to accomplish the one by thought «which is
hidden from the eye «while the other I tried to rectify by
the power of military authority. For I was aware that «if I
should succeed in establishing <according to my hopes— «
common harmony of sentiment among all the servants of
God «the general course of affairs would also experience a
change corresponding to the pious desires of all.
So when I found that an intolerable spirit of mad folly had
overcome the whole of Africa «through the influence of
those who with heedless frivolity had presumed to divide
the religion of the people into diverse sects— «was anxious
to stop the course of this disorder. After I had removed the
common enemy of mankind [Licinius] who had interposed
his lawless sentence which prohibited your holy synods«
-could discover no other remedy equal to the occasion ¢
except to send some of you churchmen to aid in restoring

mutual harmony among the disputants.

27 VY G




ConadEE

LD

3-

I
T

I naturally believed that you in the East would be the first
to promote the salvation of other nations «since the power
of Divine light and the law of sacred worship «which pro-
ceeded in the first instance through the favor of God«
from the bosom «as it were «of the East <have illumined
the world by their sacred radiance. So I resolved with all
energy of thought and diligence of enquiry to seek your
aid. As soon «as I had secured my decisive victory and un-
questioned triumph over my enemies «my first enquiry
was concerning that object which I felt to be of paramount
interest and importance.

But- cglorious Providence of God! How deep a wound
did not my ears only «but my very heart receive when it
was reported that divisions existed among yourselves more
grievous still than those which continued in that country
[Africa «i.e. the Donatist schism)! You «through whose
aid I had hoped to procure a remedy for the errors of oth-
ers «are in a state which needs healing even more than
theirs. And yet «now that I have made a careful enquiry

into the origin and foundation of these differences— «have
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found the cause to be of a truly insignificant character«
and quite unworthy of such fierce contention. I feel com-
pelled to address you in this letter <and to appeal at the
same time to your unity and discernment. I call on Divine
Providence to assist me in the task «while I interrupt your
dissension as a minister of peace.

I have hope for success: Even in a great disagreement I
might expect with the help of the higher Power «to be able
without difficulty <by a judicious appeal to the pious feel-
ings of those who hear me «to recall them to a better spir-
it. How can I help but to expect a far easier and more
speedy resolution of this difference «when the cause
which hinders general harmony of sentiment is intrinsical-
ly trifling and of little importance?

I understand that the origin of the present controversy is
this. When you «Alexander «demanded of the priests
what opinion they each maintained respecting a certain
passage in Scripture «or rather- «should say «that you
asked them something connected with an unprofitable

question. You then <Arius cinconsiderately insisted on
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what ought never to have been speculated about at all <or

if pondered «should have been buried in profound silence.
Hence it was that a dissension arose between you «fellow-
ship was withdrawn cand the holy people were rent into
diverse factions «no longer preserving the unity of the one
body.

7- And so I now ask you both to show an equal degree of consid-
eration for the other <and to receive the advice which your fel-
low-servant impartially gives. What then is this advice? It was
wrong in the first instance to propose such questions as these«
and also wrong to reply to them when they were presented. (8.)
For those points of discussion are not commanded by the au-
thority of any law <but are rather the product of an argumenta-
tive spirit which is encouraged by the idle useless talk of lei-
sure. Even though they may be intended merely as an
intellectual exercise «they ought certainly to be confined to the
region of our own thoughts cand not hastily produced in the
popular assemblies «nor unadvisedly entrusted to the ears of

the general public. For how very few are there able either accu-
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rately to comprehend <or adequately to explain subjects so
sublime and difficult to comprehend in their nature? Or «grant-
ing that one were fully competent for this <how many people
will he convince? Or again «who in dealing with questions in-
volving such subtle distinctions as these can be sure he is not
dangerously departing from the truth in some point? We our-
selves may be unable «through the weakness of our natural
abilities «to give a clear explanation of the subject before us«
or «on the other hand <our hearers? understanding may pre-
vent them from arriving at an accurate understanding of what
we say. Lest that be the case «it is our obligation to be sparing
with our words «so that neither of these situations will cause
the people to be reduced either to blasphemy or to schism.
Now forgive one another for both the careless question and
the ill-considered answer. The cause of your difference has
not been any of the leading doctrines or precepts of the Di-
vine law «nor has any new heresy respecting the worship
of God arisen among you. You are really of one and the
same judgment; and so it is fitting for you to join in com-

munion and fellowship.

a7 \tY v




oot 30
B

10- As long as you continue to contend about these small and

very insignificant questions «it is not fitting that so large a
portion of God?s people should be under the direction of
your judgment «since you are thus divided between your-
selves. In my opinion it is not merely unbecoming «but
positively evil «that such should be the case. Let me
arouse your minds by the following little illustration. You
know that philosophers «though they all adhere to one
system care yet frequently at issue on certain points <and
differ «perhaps cin their degree of knowledge. Yet they
are brought back to harmony of opinion by the uniting
power of their common teachings. If this be true «is it not
far more reasonable that you «who are the ministers of the
Supreme God «should be of one mind in the profession of
the same religion? Let us still more thoughtfully and with
closer attention examine what I have said <and see wheth-
er it be right: On the ground of some trifling and foolish
verbal difference between ourselves «should brothers as-
sume towards each other the attitude of enemies? Should

the honorable synod be torn in two by profane disunion«
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because of you who wrangle together on points so trivial

and altogether unessential? This is vulgar <and more char-

acteristic of childish ignorance «than consistent with the
wisdom of priests and sensible men.

1 Let us withdraw ourselves with a good will from these
temptations of the devil. Our great God and our common
Savior has granted us all the same light. Permit me «who
am his servant «to successfully bring my task to conclu-
sion cunder the direction of his providence «that I may
be enabled «through my exhortations «diligence <and
earnest warning «to recall his people to communion and

fellowship.

—

You have <as I said .only one faith <and one opinion
about our religion <and the Divine commandment in all
its parts imposes upon us all the duty of maintaining a
spirit of peace. Because of this «you should not let the
circumstance which has led to a slight difference between
you cause any division or schism among you «since it

does not affect the validity of the whole.
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3-1 I say this without in any way desiring to force you to a

complete unity of judgment in regard to this truly idle
question «whatever its real nature may be. For the digni-
ty of your synod can be preserved <and the communion
of your whole body can be maintained unbroken <no
matter how wide a difference exists among you about un-
important matters. We are not all like-minded on every
subject «nor is there such a thing as one universal dispo-
sition and judgment.

4-1 As far (then <as regards Divine Providence «let there be
one faith «and one understanding among you <one unit-
ed judgment concerning God. But as to your subtle dispu-
tations on questions of little or no significance «though
you may be unable to harmonize in opinion «such differ-
ences should be confined to the your own private minds
and thoughts. And now <let the preciousness of common
affection «let faith in the truth <let the honor due to God
and to the observance of his law remain immovably
among you. Resume your mutual feelings of friendship «

love <and respect. Restore to the people their customary
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embraces; and you yourselves purify your souls .as it
were <and once more acknowledge one another. For it
often happens that when a reconciliation is effected by
the removal of the causes of hostility «friendship be-
comes even sweeter than it was before.

5-1 Restore me then my quiet days «and untroubled nights .
that the joy of undimmed light «the delight of a tranquil
life cmay be my portion from here on. Otherwise I will
be forced to mourn with constant tears <and I will not be
able to pass the remainder of my days in peace. While the
people of God «whose fellow-servant I am «are so divid-
ed among themselves by an unreasonable and wicked
spirit of contention «how is it possible that I shall be able
to maintain a tranquil mind? And I will give you a proof
how great my sorrow has been in this regard. Not long
ago I visited Nicomedia «and had intended to proceed
immediately from that city to the East. It was while I was
hurrying towards you (and had already finished the

greater part of the journey «that the news of this matter
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reversed my plan «so that I would not be forced to see

with my own eyes that which I felt myself scarcely able
even to hear. So open for me by your unity of judgment
that road to the regions of the, East which your dissen-
sions have closed to me «<and permit me speedily to see
you and all other peoples rejoicing together. Render due
acknowledgment to God in the language of praise and
thanksgiving for the restoration of general peace and lib-

erty to all.
(g5l Ay LS 2wl 5 ity 39y (B d (o il 00

) st J g @RS Lga N OMISALS (Lo
Emperor Constantine to Arius

Reference Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 29
numbers (=AW III2 no. 33; CPG 2040)

Incipit KV A? g ywpov? v e? xov T? VTag
Date 27th Nov. 327

Ancient Socrates < Church History 1.25.7 (TLG)
source
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Constantine the Great Augustus «to Arius.

It was made known to you in your stubbornness some time
ago «that you might want to come to our headquarters «so
that perhaps you could enjoy the privilege of seeing us. We
are quite amazed that you did not do so immediately. There-
fore «now board a public (official) vehicle <and hasten to
come to our court. This way <once you have been in our
company and obtained favor from us «you may be able to re-
turn to your own country. May God protect you «beloved.

Dated the twenty-seventh of November.

148590 A 7 il gy (tailawd e 39 s illas 00
Part of an edict against Arius and his followers

Reference Early Arian Document (Urkunde) 33; AW
numbers 1112 no. 28; CPG 2041

Incipit Todg movnpovg xoloaoePelg
Date 333

Ancient Athanasius <Defense of the Nicene Defi-
source used nition 39 (TLG)
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Modem edi-

tion used

H.G. Opitz «Athanasius Werke «vol. 12
(Berlin: De Gruyter 1940)

Other ancient

Greek sources

Socrates « Church History -19.30 and Ge-
lasius « Church History 2.36.1

Ancient Syri-

ac sources

2 manuscripts: Brit. Mus. Add. 14.528 and
Vatican Borg. Syr. 82

Modern edi-

tion of Syriac

Fredrich Schulthess « ?Die syrischen Ka-
nones der Synoden von Nicaea bis Chalce-
don.? Abhandlungen der Koniglichen Ge-
sellschaft ~ der ~ Wissenschaften  zu
Gottingen «Philologisch-Historische
Klasse N.F. 10 «no. 2 (Berlin: Weid-
mannsche Buchhandlung «1908) pp. 1-2

1- The great and victorious Constantine Augustus to the bish-

ops and laity:

Since Arius is an imitator of the wicked and the ungodly «

it is only right that he should suffer the same dishonor as

they. Porphyry «who was hostile to anyone who feared

God «composed a book which transgressed against our re-
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ligion <and has found a suitable reward: namely that he
has been disgraced from that time onward <his reputation
is completely terrible <and his ungodly writings have been
destroyed. In the same way it seems appropriate that Arius
and those of like mind with Arius should from now on be
called Porphyrians «so that their name is taken from those
whose ways they have imitated. (-Y) In addition «if any
writing composed by Arius should be found it should be
handed over to the flames «so that not only will the wick-
edness of his teaching be obliterated «but but nothing will
be left even to remind anyone of him. And I hereby make
a public order «that if someone should be discovered to
have hidden a writing composed by Arius «and not to
have immediately brought it forward and destroyed it by
fire <his penalty shall be death. As soon as he is discov-
ered in this offense «he shall be submitted for capital pun-
ishment.

And in another hand:

God will watch over you «beloved brothers.
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