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Migration and its Impact on the Spread of Islam in Africa:
The Case of Abyssinia/Ethiopia

Abstract: Migration and the movement of peoples from place to place is a human
nature due to the changing conditions of life. Eventhough it has the
drawbacks of a leaving homelands and friends in addition to the exposure to
the hardship of movement, but it also carries the benefits and opportunities
for the dissemination of the values, knowledge and cultures between peoples.
It also conducive to human interdependence among themselves to feel the
unity of origin and determination ethnically and bloodly.

The meanses of spread of Islam in sub-Saharan Africa varies from migra-
tion,trade movements and the movements of preachers and Ulamas. It also
differes from the north of the continent where Islam spread by conquests
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marked by rapid establishment of an Islamic states and governments under
the Islamic caliphate. While the southern sub- sahara africa marked by pea-
ceful means of stretch slowly among the nomadic and pastoral societies of Af-
rica and the proliferation of social and cultural effects continuing to the pre-
sent time. This extension of Islam in the earlier time managed to establish in-
dependent Islamic sultanates alongside the shores of the Red Sea and the In-
dian Ocean. After the demise of most of these sesultanets, the impact remai-
ned in the peoples of the continent being part of their cultural, intellectual
and social identity.

This article tries to draw some aspects of the history of Islam in Africa and
spreading factors focusing on immigration and its effects in the formation of
Muslim communities. Habasha /Ethiopia was chosen as an example because
of its leading hitorical position by hosting the first Muslim immigrant compa-
nions of the prophet being the first country and king to embrace islam. This
historical background paved the way to contemporery Ethiopia where the
Muslims remained majority of the population. The article also dealt with the
Islamic education system the most important means of preserving islam and
Muslims’ identity. It also addressed the effects and the role of Muslim scho-
lars and preachers who secrified and faced various hardships and challenges
to teach and preserve Islamic heritage.

Key Words: Migration, Abyssinia/ Ethiopia.
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Afrika’da Islam’in Yayilisinda Hicretin Etkisi
-Habesistan Ornegi-

Afrika’da [slam’in yayihs tarihi bu apacik dinin 6zelliklerindendir. Adalet,
hidayet ve nurun biitiin insanliga yayilmasi1 hususunda islam’in géstermis ol-
dugu evrensel metodunun kanitlarindandur.

(135 Cpadadl & o o G581 035 30 &355)) Alemleri (insanlar ve cinleri)
uyarsin diye kulu (Muhammed’)e Furkan’i (hakki batildan ayiran Kur’an’i)
indiren (Allah’)msani yiicedir (hayir ve bereketi coktur)}.Alimlerin dinin da-
imi bir hamlesi olmasi gibi genelde Miisliimanlar da bir mekandan digerine
gd¢ etmek suretiyle Islam’1 yayiyorlardi. Krallarin, insanlari yaraticisina iba-
dete degil de kendilerine hizmet etmeye zorladiklari, islim’in kendisinin ve
Islam’1 kabul edenlerin selametinin tehdit edildigi o asirlarda fetihler savas
sartlarinin ve halklarin yasam tarzlarinin gerektirdigi olgulardan sadece biri
idi.

Giiney Afrika, Islam’in bariscil yayilisi ile bu yayilisin asirlar boyunca devam
ettigini gosteren bir érnek olmustur. Cografi konumu nedeniyle Afrika’nin
dogusu, 6zellikle de dini nedenlerden 6tiirii hicret olgusunun adil kral en-
Necasi Eshama bin Ebger’in ad1 ile 6limsiizlestigi Habesistan Islam’a ilk girme
konusunda ayricaliga sahip yerlerdir.
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Hicretin erken dénemlerinde islim’in Afrika’ya girisi ve koklesmesini sagla-
yan en Onemli etkenler arasinda ¢esitli nedenlerle yarimadanin Miisliiman
halklarinin Afrika’ya gergeklestirdigi hicret hareketleri ve beraberinde onlar-
la yavas yavas hissi, manevi ve karsilikl evlilikle olusturduklar1 kan bagi sek-
lindeki kaynasmay1 gosterebiliriz. Nitekim Miisliimanlar Afrika halklarinin
kiiltiirel ve ictimal olarak cahiliyyeden islam’in hidayetine girmelerine vesile
olurken kendileri de bu stirecte Arapliklarini yitirmis ve yaydiklari din giinii-
miize kadar ulasmis ve hatta ingallah kiyamete kadar da kalacaktir.

Bu calisma Miisliiman Araplarin Afrika’ya ilk hicretlerinin etkilerini ortaya
koymay1 amacglamaktadir. Arap yarimadasindan sonra islam’in ulastig1 ilk yer
olmasi ve Muhacirleri kabul etmek suretiyle de Islam’in temellerini saglam-
lastirmasi nedeniyle bu ¢alisma icin Habesistan secilmistir. ilk olarak Habe-
sistan’a gelen Miisliimanlar ardindan Kizildeniz ve Hind Okyanusu sahillerine
yayilip yerlesmisler ve oralarda uzun seneler siirecek islam emirlikleri ve sal-
tanatliklar1 kurmuslardir. Bu biiyiik saltanatliklarin yikilmasindan sonra
Islam’in etkisi oralarda devam etmis ve islam giiniimiize kadar Afrika halkla-
rinin dini olarak kalmistir..

Anahtar Sézciikler: Hicret, Habesistan/Etiyopya.
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