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Writing of a Tafsir and Translation from Old-Age and Modern Nigerian
scholars
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Abstract: The paper discuss on the history of Tafsir and Qur’anic Translation in Northern Nigeria, it was
divided into two parts, the first one is the period of Sheikh ‘Usman bin Fodio, it mention that the most
famous Books of Tafsir in the era of sheikh ‘Usman that was written by his brother and student of sheikh
‘Abdullahi bin Fodio, he wrote three books of Tafsir in Arabic language, the two of them are complete
qur’anic Tafsir. The largest among them is Dhiya” Ta'wil fi ma’aani tanzil it was published in four
moderate volumes, the second Book titled Kifayat Dhu‘afaai’ Sudan was also published in one volume.
While the third one is not a complete Tafsir is a compilation of some prophetic tafsir of some Qur’anic
portions titled: Nailussu 'ul min Tafasir al- Rasul. The second part of the Paper Unveils nature of Tafsir
writing is the Books of Sheikh Abubakar Mahmud Gumi are among the renowned books in the Area. He
wrote Two Books, the first one is a Qur’anic Translation into Hausa Language and was published in one
big volume. The second book is a complete Qur’anic Tafsir in Arabic Language named Raddul azhdan Ila
Ma’anil Qur’an and was published in two volumes. Another writer in this field was Sheikh Muhammad
Nasir Kabara, he wrote a tafsir in Hausa language named /Ahsanul Man‘aan Fi Izhari Khabdyal Qur’an,
published in four volumes. The paper also described the method of writing of the Author of each book.

Keywords: exegesis, interpretation, scholar of Nigerian.
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