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Objectives of Learning Arabic by Pakistani Professionals

This paper tries to find out the general & specific objectives of
learning Arabic by Pakistani professionals belonging to different areas of
interest. International Islamic University Islamabad offers short courses
for learning Arabic at three levels: Certificate, Diploma & Advanced
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Diploma in Arabic. Each level has ninty six teaching hours inside
classroom. Data is collected with the help of a questionnaire, from the
male & female students of these courses. An analysis shows that although
most professionals learn Arabic for religious purposes i.e. to understand
Qur’an & Hadith, there are specific objectives in addition to this general
objective. This study has found that beside this objective, there exist other
aims that attract Pakistani professionals to learning Arabic e.g. business,
employment learing about Arab culture. The findings may provide
guidelines for developing the curriculum for the students who learn
Arabic for specific purposes (ASP) apart from those who do not pursue
any specific purpose. The implication is that available curriculum (mostly
developed in Arab countries) brings limited outcome as these are not
designed for the general & specific purposes of these learners.
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