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The care of the deys of Algiers for water
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The care of the deys of Algiers for water

provision and their wakf nrocedures in favor of the
restoration of fountains and water channels

Researcher Name: Latifa Bouraba
University of Algiers 2

The scarcity of drinking water and the sources
from which it could be extracted, can be regarded, as a
major obstacle during centuries past, one which
exhausted the population and on a higher level,
impeded the urban development of a whole city. One
can observe that the limited availability of water
maintained the city in a state of basic coastal
community until the Barberousse brothers came to
power at the begining of the 16th century (9th of the
Hijrah),and promoted the city to a rank which it has
retained to the present day. It soon became a
prosperous haven on the southern side of the
mediterranean sea, and was quickly reinforced by
fleets and visited by ambassadors and consuls from
around the world. Thanks to the new infrastructures
that allowed for the capture of drinking water in
remote areas, standards of living improved
dramatically and the city began welcoming new
inhabitants of different nationalities.

We hope to share the results of an archival data
investigation and reveal the way in which the Deys of
Algiers showed their commitment by ensuring clean
drinking water for the city’s inhabitants with their own
money.

Since their achievements are incalculable,
whether in terms of erecting aquaducts, tracing the

mueuxueuy@j@mﬁ@j@t@m&m&m@t@mx¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y@@mﬁ@mm
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canalisation network, digging canals, or building tanks,
we decided to focus on a particular type of social
commitment from the governors of Algiers, which is
commonly known as the “Houbous‘ or the “Wakf*™.
This concerns the introduction and development of
public fountains, the digging of canals in public places,
and their maintenance and restoration ensuring that not
only the city but its major establishments such as
hotels, public baths and other workshops, would never
lack of that vital element that is water.

The following research is based, as mentioned
previously, on archeological evidence, namely
Ottoman Inscriptions, and archival data from the law
courts, kept today in the Center of National

archives(1), and finally on the Beylik’s registers (2).

Before examining the question of the water supply
infrastructure, a brief historical summary of the city
during the ottoman period, would be useful for a better
understanding of the context of those major reforms.

The city of Algiers is situated at 36° 47 north
longitude and 44° east latitude and there is consensus
on the origin of the name, which refers to the
islands surrounding the north-western side of the

Besides the Beylik’s and treasury records, contracts of the (V)

Charia courts are considered as a source for ottoman history
specialists. They are presented in small forms, in 150 boxes and
kept in the national meuseum of antiquities and islamic arts. For

further details,

Aaee (3 (Gl gall 3 31l Ao 3 (a2l e 2l OIS (@) sle
(AA. o ) E¥ ) d YT sl 631l
- For more details about water suply and sewerage service, (Y)

check notebook n° 70, dated in 1668-1679/1079-1090 (Hijrah)
and notbook n° 385 dated in1118-1126 (Hijrah)

i&i@X@X@X@&Z@&Z@X@K@X@K@K@X@X@X@2&:@2&5@3@&5@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@m
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gulf of Algiers, known today as
the Amirauté (1,31 (1),

We also know that, though the archival data
is scarce(2), Algiers was erected on the ancient
city of Ikosium (¢ 5,5 and was deserted until the

fourteenth century/ tenth of the Hijrah. When
Belkin 1bn Ziri (s 5 ¢ <L), came to power,

authorized by his father, Manad Ibn Ziri (s .5 ;s st

(3), he undertook to bring the city back to life.

After that, the city was known as Beni
Mazghana or Mazghan,

(&£ 3 ), after a local berber tribe named

the Sanhadja «i>l.», Wwho used to live in the

vicinity of the city. It was then that the city and its
port became one of the most important coastal

cities in the Maghreb(4),
During the last quarter of the twelfth century,

- Le Tourneau; «Aldjazair».In Encylopedie de I'lslam, t.II, (\)

J.Brill, Paris; 1977, p.533.
- Ibid,p.533.(Y)

flgsl (I b g pl e Sl B )b 3 Slmis ) 55 a1 e (V)
¥ o V470 ¢l aolsNI S ¢ S U agadl
- Le Tourneau; «Aldjazair». Op, cit, p.533.(¢)

mueuxueuy@j@mﬁ@j@t@m&m&m@t@mx¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y@@mﬁ@mm
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the Thaaliba«(JL21)(1) settled in the valley of the

Mitidja(2). About three centuries later, the city

requested help from the ottomans and since then
it enjoyed a long period of both political stability and
economical prosperity, which allowed it to become an
attractive ottoman base in the mediterranean sea.

~ The city gained in importance and became the
capital of the country. A centralized government

Beylik (sl,L1) was established and took the name
of "Regency of Algiers” or in Arabic lyalat el

Djazair (3 (¥ 3 44)). The Ottoman presence in
Algeria traversed four major phases or periods: the
Beylerbey period (1534-1587)(<wbb_ Ll s 1) | the
Pacha period (1587-1659)(<|sL:W i~ ), the Agha
period (1659-1671)(< se¥) da ) and finally the Dey
period (1671-1830)(<wLal il ye) The government was

The thadliba descended from the Sanhadja tribe, and exactly (V)

from the Beni belkane Ibn Kert, who were related to the Beni
Ali Ben Bakr Ben Sghir. They setteled in the mitidja but they
originally came from the Titery mountains. For more details,

G s Tazalls adl Ols amadl 05l ol )b (Bl o e ) s
3l ot Gios 0 LSV 0Ll (633 o pp oo o Ay oAl 2
Ab. o Y e (g m o Sl

Op, cit, p.533. Le Tourneau; «Aldjazair». (Y)

Is an arabic word commonly used at the time «JLY! The word (¥)

to describe the different states under the ottoman power in
Algeria. Algiers is one of these states. For further details,

e kel dgall B 31l due 3l p201 e o) OS50 () il
VWVooe 2
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led by a supreme governor assisted by a court of
dignitaries(1).

The Dey period(2) counts amongst the most

important regarding the events that the city of Algiers
was facing and the emerging changes in the political,

economical and social fields(3),

~ The city was divided during the Ottoman period
in two sections:

-The upper section, called, the mountain, starts from
the first slopes to the fort of Cashah(4). It it known to

have ﬁl_enty of houses, streets specifically dedicated to
local kinds of craft workshops, mosques and also

cJS\J’,,?J\ JAVAY v JS‘J’,,?J\ é\) cull.g Olide Josws ‘(533)3 J.o.?-T g’J.aJ\)_ (\)
.Yvupc\‘\/\\ cﬁ.j.r

By the year 1695, the army took in charge the election of the (Y)

Deys, they had the power to depose them. This state of fact
lasted til the end of the ottoman period in Algeria.However, the
Dey could’nt assume office until he received the autthorization
from the Sultan in Istanbul. By sendind the Koftan, The Seif and
a Furman to complete the election.The Dey’s number has
reached 30, further details,
YA Jas VY w‘@u&f‘)‘y\ g
aSlaall CBlas P (0 Lgaa gad s il 3ol ey clylall Gala ol ¢ el Caugg)- (1)
Ul 8 diealdll B Saac(aVAY e SaYTYY )Y ET a) cAY) e i)
S LS C ‘:\giw,m;@uy\ o slal) IS (i Sl Qa‘qﬁ\
- The inscription, found on the frontdoor of what is commonly (¢)

called the «citadelle of AI?iers»,states thet it has been erected by
Aruj Berberousse in 1516/932 of the Hijrah, but was finished by

in 1591/1000 of the Hijrah. For more (it ,.2=)Khodhr pacha

details, see, Gabriel colin; Corpus des_inscriptions arabes et
turques de I'Algérie, Ernest Leroux, Paris, 1901,n° 15, p. 26.

mueuxueuy@j@z@wy@mﬁ@mﬁmﬂmﬁ@mx¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y@@mﬁ@mm
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narrow streets because of the site topography(™.

_The lower section of the city was the center of
administrative and buisness matters. It is the area in
which prestigious palaces and buildings were located,
such as Dar el Imara(3_\¥! _l2), which'is situated at the
junction of two major streets: bab azzoun and bab el
oued. Next to it, we find Dar Essika (4Sd Jt‘:? for
currency insurance and also beit el- mal «Jul <

(2) That’s where most of the mosques of the city were
located, including the great mosque (ake¥! aslall) (3),
the mosque called Essayida (32l aala) (4) and the one

Raymond;«Le centre d'Alger en 1830». In Revue de - André(\)

I'occident et de la Méditerranée, n® 31,1981, p.73
is one of the most important institutions (JLJi «..)- Beit el- mal (Y)
in the country. The manager of Beit el Mal is chosen by «Beit el
Maldji». Among his tasks and according to what is reported in

the archive: resolving inheritance matters, handle the sales of the
«beit el mal»properties such as gardens,houses and lands,

) and two assistants(_.-G)whether in or outside the city. A judge
take in charge the procedures inherent to these (ol e
tasks.Further details,
- Gelaml L VAY e Ve v 5ol dudes O g oelly O ol ¢ et diSLe
VA L o s I —leaN s el JlasSU Lob ol ds 30l (Lsliasil

The mosque called»the big mosque» was built by Yousef Ibn (v)

Tachfine Almourabiti back in 590/1096.For more details, éR)
Dokali; Les mosquées de la période Turque a Alger, SNED,
ALGER, 1974, p.15.

- The mosque «Essayida» counts amongst the most important in (¢)

Algeria during the ottoman period.Situated in front of «Dar el
Imara», it received a large number of the dignitaries and
governors of Algiers, and according to the document dated back
In 972 H, the mosque was put under what we call the Wakf 36
years earlier. This shows that the mosque had already been built

mmBm3@3@3@3@(@@@&@&@@@3@Bm3&:@3@‘3@&:@@3@@3&3@&@(@@&@%
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commonly called, «The great mosque». The area

gained in importance thanks to the proximity of the
port(T),

The city of Algiers counts five city gates:
-The first is situated in the center of the lower corner
of the city and goes by the name of Bab Azzoun <L)
(V=
-The second is in the northern corner and is called Bab
el oued((Y sV <L after the river in its suburbs.

-The third gate is Bab Edziras_: > <b) (and is
situated on the right side of the port of Algiers if you
happen to come from the coast. It is known since the
French colonial period as Bab el Bahriya (2~ «b)
where the headquarters of the Imara are located or bab
Franca (L g <b)

-The fourth is Bab el Bhar(_u~ <b), in the port of
Algiers.

-The fifth is Bab eljdid«(x2a) <L) situated between
Bab Azzoun and what is known as the «Citadelle» or

the fort of the Casbah. It was the last-gate to be erected
which explains its name: Bab Eljdid (the new

Portal(2),

in 1536.The mosque was under the administarion of a «Wakil».
Further details,

Eladadl 1l dys B 3od) sl 1401 5 A ke
sdal (Yl ol Wl e V1 el Alme (3 0(E ST L5u b Aul)5)
0 o YN s (YA

.p. 15 -(R) Dokali Op, Cit,(})

(Dr) Bonnafont; Douze ans en Algérie 1830-1842, Librairie de (Y)
la société des gens de lettres, Paris Royal, 1883, p.130

mueuxueuy@j@mﬁ@j@t@m&m&m@t@mx¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y¢y@@mﬁ@mm
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- The Deys’ achievements in water supply
planning and their legal measures:

After their settlement in Algiers, the Ottomans drafted
a series of plans to create a hydraulic network supplied
by the generous number of natural springs, wells and
small rivers present in the “Fahs”(u=~dl), the city’s
suburbs. The governors of the city decided to put the
Andalousian community - chased and harassed by the
inquisitors and known for their mastery of irrigation
techniques - in charge of building a hydraulic network
and, more specifically, aquaducts.

~ The city and the governors owed to them the four
principal aguaducts of the city, which ensured the
capture of drinking water and brought it to the cit?/ via
a complex network of channels. There, it was collected
and stocked in tanks, then ditributed to homes,
fountains and palaces.

The city of Algiers counts four aquaducts:
-The aquaduct of Telemly (le:li 318): erected during
the reign of Hassan Pacha( s~

(LiL back in 1550(1) Measuring 3800m, it ensured, by
crossing Bab Eljdid, the distribution of water in 29

fountains(2). It is also the most ancient of the four.

- Hassan Ben Kheireddine Barberousse reigned three times, the (1)

first lasted from 1545 to 1551; the second from June 1557 to
1561 and the last, from October 1565 to 1567. He died in 1570.
(F.D)Haedo;Histoire des rois d’Alger, For further details, see
traduite et annotée par H..D Grammont, Alger, Adolphe

Jourdan,1881,p. 81

Moulay Belhamissi: Alger par ses eaux Xleme — XVIéme (Y)
siecles.

i&i@X@X@X@&Z@&Z@X@K@X@K@K@X@X@X@2&:@2&5@3@&5@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@m
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-The aquaduct of Bir Traria, (L, L o= 3t3): also built
during the 16th century, precisely in 1573 by Aarab

Ahmed Pacha(!si ..~T) (1).The aquaduct captured

water from a spring situated about a mile and a half
from the western side of Bab Azzoun. The water
passed by a point near to the gate and entrered the city
via Bab el Oued after a path of 1700m, providing

water for the northern part of the city(2).

- The aquaduct of the Hama (é.=J! sts): was finished in
1611,built by an Andalousian architect named Ousta
MOUSSa (5= Uaww s1) (3)during the reign of Kusa

Mustapha Pacha. Its principal source was the Hama
and the aquaduct was about 4300m long and entered
the city by Bab Azzoun. It was destined to ensure the
distribution of water to many fountains, army bases

and palaces: El Djenina () (il .25).

- The main purpose behind the erection of that aquaduct, was to ())
provide the northern par of the city with water, further details,
- delaz) DL VAY =WV v el dudes 05 oully O el (ullad Lisle
Ve o cis I —Les Vs il ldlasdl aob o e fal cipslas)

M. Belhamissi; Op; Cit; p. 46. (Y)

- Ousta Moussa Al Andalousi Al Himiari, is a descendant of the (v)

Himiar tribe in the Arabic Peninsula. He emigrated from Spain
with the rest of the Andalousian community and undertook the
construction of several buildings in Algiers. Further details,

V¢¢ upcd;bf-}acﬁiwjﬁ
- (Fatiha) Loualich; La famille a Alger( XVII — XVIII) Parente, (¢)
Alliance et patrimoine; Thése de doctorat de I' EHESS, 2008, p.

:;i@K@:ﬁm:smw:@:w:@:mu:w:@:m;ﬁ:@3&:@:w:@X@:t@x@mw:mu3:(@3:@3&:@3{@3{@3(@3&:@3&:@3{@3(@3{@3&:@3@



- R 51 o (el onniig]g il il gyl il Gl

-The aquaduct of Ain Zeboudja:(i> 5 I s 5L3) is the

last(XV111th century) and also the longest. It collected
its waters from Ben Aknoun«(usS= () about ten Km
to the south west of the medina and was destined to

provide 14 fountains with drinking water(?).

These four aguaducts made the city of Eldjazair the
first in the Maghreb to have an elaborate network for
the collection and delivery of drinking water drawn
from extra-muros sources.

Photo n°1: The aquaduct of the Hama in 1830
(M. Berbrugger).

The distribution of water was ensured thanks to a
series of measures. First, the water was stocked in
Sﬁecial tanks connected to a principal network of

channels which were, in, turn, connected to a

216
Sakina Missoum; Alger a I'époque ottomane; Edisud2003; (V)
p.104

W¢X¢X¢X¢K¢K¢X¢X@X¢K@K¢B&S@L&S@L&i@@&i@X@EK@K@K@K@K@K@I@K@K@K@K@K@m
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secondary network. The secondary network ensured
the delivery and distribution of water to fountains,
ﬁalaces, mosques, baths and army bases. The private

omes were supo‘olled thanks to the public fountains,
which numbered around one hundred according to
European sources.

The Deys of the city enforced legal measures to
ensure that drlnkln? water would be supplied after
their death. They ultimately put some private

properties under (Wakf, so that their regular
dividends could be used for the sake of the constant
delivery of water to the city’s inhabitants(1). Here are
some examples of cases of «(Wakf and of the
governors’ will:

1- Dey Ali Pacha Neksis « .. Lib e (1168-
1179hé/1754-1766) (2)

The delivery could be insured by many ways, one of the mis (V)

. It etymologically means «to give someone (4liwthe Sikaya
water to drink».It is also the place where people go to drink
water or animals as well. The archeological term however refers
to a mechanism that is positionned on the top of a well to pull
water. This last action is insured by animals. This system
contains a number of boxes and canals that pull up water and
bring it to a cistern also related to secondary canals that deliver

the pulled water to a predetermined place. Further details, see

() e Ao A Y1 O 5l 8 lenll wlbodlaas e (B3 o pole

VWY o cYeee

- His real name was Ali Pacha, but he had several surnames such (Y)
He was (rws) )as Melmouli,Neksis or Boushaa

(which is the equivalent of a (_ | LeT)promoted Agha of Arabs
minister who has all power of decision and counts among the

:;i@K@:ﬁm:smw:@:w:@:mu:w:@:m;ﬁ:@3&:@:w:@X@:ﬁ@@:ﬁw:mu3:(@3:@3&:@3{@3{@3(@3&:@3&:@3{@3(@3{@3&:@3@
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The Pacha Neksis reigned for twelve g/ears and
oversaw the construction of a hundred buildings,
inside the city as well as outside it. The most famous
are certainly-the fountains and a water tower

called Kheznet ain el ma .(sWdl (e 43 33)

Various events influenced the plan and measures
undertaken under the reign of Neksis, especially the
earthquake of 1755 which ruined the central part of the
city and damaged the aquaducts and water channels.
The Dey Ali Neksis restored the system and built new
fountains, one of which bears the following
inscription:

»Ali Pacha thought that he could reach salvation

through the use of his own wealth by undertaking a
charitable action (1),

The most important achievements of the Dey
Neksis are:

The restoration of the water tower (Kheznet Ayn
Elma):

highest functions), he then became one of the Dey’s of the city.
Amongst his achievments, the ris the Sidi Lakhal mosque, better
known as «zaouiet Sidi Lekhel», situated above the janissary
house. To built that mosque, he put a certain number of his
&rop_ertles under «Wakf». He also built, near the «Rahba el
adima», a hanafite court of justice in 1168/1754. For éutrthler
:details,

(AESAY o o Galwr por po )yl iy LI BB 51 ¢ ol e )

in the «(i,_~JI -.¢)- This inscription is situated in Ain el Bahriya (1)
ancient port. The only thing that remains, is the frame which
seems to have been covered with decorated porcelaine tiles. It
was _erected te/ the dey Ali pacha Neksis in 1764. Further
details, see - Colin(Gabriel); Corpus des inscriptions arabes et

turques de I'Algérie, Ernest Leroux, Paris, 1901,n°86; 8._ 125 et
M. Belhamissi; Op; Cit; p.54.

i&i@&i@&S@L&S@A&Z@&Z@&S@LK@X@K@K@2&:@2&:@2&5@@2&:@2&5@&2@3@‘K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@m
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The wakf documents delivered by the legal court by
Chaabane in 1177, indicate that this water tower was

located in «essoury near Bab el oued. Supervisor of the

wakf contracts, Elhadj Ismail Khoudja ben Khalil,
undertook its restoration and then authorised the
erection of other buildings, some near the water tower,
others above Sour Harim almadinadiudl m s ) sa) (|
using the dividends collected from the properties under
the wakf and dedicated to the fountains of the city.
When the supervisor proposed the idea of new
buildings to the Dey, he showed a keen interest and not
only did he encourage him but also insisted that these
new buildings would be put under the wakf (& 41
dedicated to the fountains. It had to be added to the list
of all the properties that are subject to the Wakf. The

document can be translated as follows: «Praise be to

Allah for the permission given by the one who cares
for the residents’ and city’s highest interests, his
highness Abu Elhassan, Sal)?/ig Ali Pacha, Elhadj
Ismail Khoudja Ibn Elkhalil, who supervises the
wakf on watersupply properties in the guarded
Eldjazair, and undertakes the restoration of the
water tower, located in the area of Bab el Oued that
faces the coast ... Once the restoration was
completed, he undertook the construction of
another building at near the water tower and a
second one in the area of Sour Harim elmadina,
using the dividend collected from the properties
that were put under wakf to provide water inside
the city. He also consulted the aforementioned
Sayyid Ali Pacha who allowed him to build
whatever building he wished,-provided that it

FZWZAY&‘Zﬂ(AY&‘Zﬁ:@:ﬁ:@&:@&:@ZiiAﬁuX@X@Iﬁiu@kIﬁiniu3@&‘X@X@@AX@XA@Iﬁ:@I@X@X@X@Xw&:@ﬁ:@:ﬁﬁﬁw&@‘ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ
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would immediately be included amongst the water
supply wakf properties...) (1)

Following the agreement with the Dey, the
supervisor built a house composed of two rooms and a

livingroom(2). He then informed the Dey that the

project was finished. The Dey undertook to send the
supervisor to the hanafite court of justice to meet the
gudge Kadhi( =% Abu Elwafa Almoustafa and make
sure that all the legal procedures of the Wakf on water
infrastructures, were being followed.

The text reads as follows: «The aforementioned

Elhadj Ismail Khoudja complied with the decision
of the Dey and proceeded with the erection of a
second floor building where two rooms were fitted
out while a livingroom was to be constructed on the
ground floor. Once the mission was achieved,
Sayyid Elhadj Ismail Khoudja let the Pacha know
of the conduct of the mission at the designated
location...afterwards, the aforementioned
supervisor Elhadj Ismail Khoudja would be sent to
the hanafite court of law, where he would meet the
great historian judge Abu Elouafa Elhadj
Moustafa, our pride amongst all judges and a
source of welfare for all, and would be given a
document in which all details of the mission were to

- Legal court, box 1/26, document 25.())

The livingroom is the lower area of a house while the rooms (Y)

) ) are on the higher floors.
Jean-Michel Venture de Paradis; Alger au XVI1I1 siécle ( 1788-
1790), Grand- Alger livres( G.A.l), Alger, 2006, p.21.

i&i@X@X@X@&Z@&Z@X@K@X@K@K@X@X@X@2&:@2&5@3@&5@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@K@m
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be noted. The judge also drafted a document that
states that the two floor building would be added to
the list of water su%oly roperties put under the
Wakf and that the dividends would be used for that

purpose... (")

The text reveals the caution of the Dey when it
came to ensuring that the water tower would remain a
major stock for all the fountains of the ciéy as well as
an area for drinking water to be preserved.

The Dey also paid particular attention to the
creation of a certain number of fountains for the
inhabitants but also for the city’s merchants and
workshops. These fountains aroused the amazement
and admiration of travellers, ambassadors, artists,
soldiers and orientalists. Cano Alonzo (s $\S),
describes them in his book History of Algiers and the
Regency in 1769, saying:

(The city used to not have enough water to

fulfill its daily needs. Today, however, it is provided
with a water more pure, and in ?reater guantity,
than the city of Madrid and is also better

constructed and more beautiful than in France...)
and adding that «the fountains are embellished with
watertaps made of bronze(2 upon which the name

- Legal court, box 1/26, document 25.())

- The watertap of Ayn Ezzerka is made of yellow bronze(Y)

:;rAw;m‘:mu:smw:@:w:@:mu:w:@:m;ﬁ:@3&:@:w:@X@:ﬁ@@%@:mu3:(@3:@3&:@3{@3{@3(@3&:@3&:@3{@3(@3{@3&:@3@
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and signature of the craftsman is affixed»(1).

Amongst the fountains dating back to the reign of
Ali Pacha Neksis and which survived the centuries are
Ayn Ezzerka, Ayn Sidi Lekhal, Ayn Elinkishariya and
Ayn Elkaysariya.

1- Ayn Ezzerka (48, (pe):

located extra-muros and outside Bab Azzoun, it
was equiped with a retention pond, which is still to be
admired today.

The inscription in Osmanli:
[ Jodinlin (gl o L o U1 o g3
//o&@«h&ctaé:;g;ié_ﬁ'g‘g%‘
//oMW‘&‘ﬁécﬁerébﬁjcﬁg‘gJﬁ

[ fodiilel Jadom & g h Ladls amd 5 o ) 59

[ ki di 5 98 fonzy 5 0 Sy o P )b 2 418
Translation of the text into English:
Ali Pacha in this life,
He gives us compassion,

grace and he has bestowed very much. He helped those
who needed it thanks to his own magnanimity.

(He came in 1179.)

o Glatall G Ll (8 e le 8 S0 (LiL e gll age (& 3l Gl dels (V)
AERRES RIS S JS\)'?J\— dmal- cs.:qu:La-Y\j @Lwy\ NLJ\ :\.:JS 4@)&\

VoY o
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- The text in Arabic
SL:'»J\ oda L} L&b 0.1.9

"*‘::.SH. .
| S et cpSUI ¢ Jae]
sdeluadl 0 o low L JUal 4 pla

VIVA d el

Photo n°2: Picture of the inscription of Ayn Zarka.

mmmmxﬁ@wmmmm@mmm@mmmwmmmmmwmmmm
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-
-

Photo n°3: Ayn Zarka.
It was built in a tragic context, when the earthquake

of 1755 destroyed part of the aquaducts and water channel
network. The Dey Ali Pacha Neksis decided to restore the

system and build new fountains®.
:(ay_mat)l )2~ Ayn elkaysariya

It was built by Ali Pacha in 1762/1176H. It

disappeared almost completely except for the Turkish
inscription saved in the National Museum of Antiquities
and Islamic Arts. Here is the translation of the text from

Osmali;
[ 4w 0ol OLES LEL e

[l ol (g5 5L 03

Moulay Belhamissi; Op; Cit; p p.53 et 54 ()

W¢K¢K¢K¢X@X¢X¢X¢X@K@K@X¢X@X@3&1@X@KA@X@AX@X@X@X@K@K@X@X@X@K@M
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[ /<5 Bla s O s s o i
Translation of the text into English:
Ali Pacha came to the fountain for glory.

He amplified his own water.
1176

- The texte in Arabic
Lels o) T m ol odin I 3L e el

5 Bley O gy don B [lgalio 5,15 850 5 06

Photo n°4: Picture of the inscription of Ayn
Elkacariya.

(National Museum of Antiquities and Islamic arts).
(i, eSSy s 023 Ayn Dar Elinkichariya

Built in 1760-1761/1174H by Ali Pacha Neksis. Here
:is the text of the inscription

YYVe
L.i\.l‘_;l.ou.au:aj\).ﬁ(eb)\-"

iﬁéﬁiﬁ@XA@XA@YS@%@X@XAWX@YWYAWX@X@I?ZAW®X¢X¢X¢X¢X¢X¢X@X@X@X&X@X@X@X@W
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- Translation of the inscription into English:
Year 1174
The providential fountain from Ali Pacha

May God retribute his quest. Drink from it and
read history

(National Museum of Antiquities and Islamic arts).

$ S dames (sdow oe24- Ayn Sidi Mohamed Lekhel

According to the inscription, the fountain was built in
:1760/1174H.Here is the-text in Ottoman Osmanli

[ sl Lol e an by Gl daiir 5

[T Bl s O paen s gyl L

Translation of the text into English:

?BiéwBﬁé@B(J?B(J&EKA@X@Bﬁé@&fA'suB&IAwZif:A'sk3@&1A'suB&I4‘X@@AX4‘3&14"Zif:@K@X@X@X@X@K@K@X@X@X@K@ﬁ
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Ali Pacha helped construct this fountain.

Gratitudes came like the beautiful blessing of
heaven.

- The text in Arabic
wﬂ‘oM;b&d\J}-\wubQ&p
ol L?J‘r*;yg\;m sl

Al Ble 5 O paren s dny ] Ao

’?. “’ Ad\» J)‘v/

7\ ‘7

g
/ «S‘f/ C/}y )\

Photo n°6: Plcture of the fountain
(National Museum of Antiquities ans Islamic arts)

(1766-(Lk 2eas g121)2- The Dey Mohamed Pacha
:(11791/1179-1205)

- Mohamed Ben Othman is one of the most famous deys of (1)

Algiers. He managed to integrate the Khaouadja
after he arrived to Algiers, because he «\~1,5JI ixancorporation

could write and read. He then was promoted to higher functions
and was appointed Khaznadji by Ali Pacha. Mohamed Echerif
Zahar says about the reign of Ali Pacha, in the same book
above-mentioned: «When Ali Pacha whose surname was
Bousbaé grew ill, he gathered all his ministers, and amongst

meumwmwmmmammwEmuxw‘:«w:«wzmux¢x¢®x¢m¢y¢m¢m¢m¢m¢m¢m¢y¢m¢m¢m¢m¢m
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One of the city’s dignitaries Mohamed Echerif Zahar ;
, wrote in a chapter of his memoirs, about (Lt 3V <&y 2eal)

the reign of the Dey Mohamed Pacha. He said: «One of

his achievements is that he delivered the waters of the
Hama to the city and erected an aquaduct and decided
to put it under Wakf properties, so that the money
would be used in restoring it if it were to be

damaged(V, and to pay the Wakil; he also asked that it

would be distributed in mosques, towers as well as the
military bases and ablution areas. What remained was
to be delivered to street fountains, so that people could
fill their domestic tanks. That water was routed from

outside the city but the amount remained smalh (™,

The following figures in a wakf document, where a
foundouk, located outside the gate of Bab Azzoun and
destined to gather and keep animals, was put under wakf
and supervised by a Wakil, to make sure that the dividend

, Khouja (< i &), Agha Elarab(i ;1) (;,e)them: the kheznadj
, wakil beit (- ~)! Lss), wakil el kharadj ()l &> = 5)el kheil
and recommended Ali Pacha We also noticed the (Jl «..)elmal

keen interst that he showed towards religious, militar%/ buildings
and public infrastructures. For more details, check

Q&Lx@fcﬂﬁiwﬁj oV e YE JQ&M\JW\UL&J’J\QJJ}MT
/\Ou.p
As noted above, water was distributed through public fountains (\)

that were connected to pipelines by a complex network of
underground pottery pipes or open pipelines. The fragility of
this network required frequent repairs.For more details; check,

F.Loualich; Op; Cit; p. 216

TV TN o haadl S (i 3 daxT) a1 = (Y)
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would be used in favor of water supply(". The text reads
as follows:

«Praise be to Allah, the glorious prince and the

pride of the nation, the source of all good and
enerosity, Sayyid Mohamed Pacha, may God glorify,
ulfil and allow him what he aims for in both worlds,
regarding his generous soul, since he put under wakf
the city’s barn, located out of bab Azzoun, one of the
gates which, by God’s grace, guarded Eldjazair. The
ate was restored by the above-mentioned prince, in
ront of Bab el Knissiya, including all that part of the
foundouk that has been put under Wakf and attached
to the functionning of public fountains. The wakf was
supervised by a Wakil, who collected the dividend of
the foundouk for that purpose. May God be satisfied

and grant him with his blessing ...»(™,

It is to be noted that the measures taken by the Dey
Mohamed Pacha, are considered to be direct charity —

described as «(Khayri» wakf, which means that the

dividend was to be invested directly and exclusively in the
fountains™,

The following fountains are to be found amongst
:those erected by the Dey Mohamed Pacha

The eponymous fountain: Built in 1180H,

- Legal court, box n’1, document 20.(\)
- Legal court, box n°1, document 20..(Y)

, which means that «a> » <x>,» A word derives from the verb (v)

the charity goes precisel¥ where it was destined for, and is cited
in the Houbous or Wakt Council. The word «Mardjaa» is also
used in legal contracts to describe where the "wakf area

VoY Ua oV z (Gl aa e cilea 4445 stopped. Read,

FZ&ZAY&‘Iii:AY&‘X@K@X@X@Iii:Av‘X@X@Iﬁiu@kIﬁiniu3@&‘X@X@@X@ZﬁwIﬁi@Y@X@X@X@Xw&:@ﬁ@&:@:ﬁﬁi@‘fﬁ‘ﬁ
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unfortunately only the inscription remains. This which is
conserved in the National Meuseum of Antiquities and
Islamic Arts.

:- Inscription’s original text
10 gl g Uy ol Ly 5 s

[ 1031 3o 0 55 B (55 32 03 pims 55, 18]

[ 10 ) A o515 855 (Lo Ll dames 4]l
[ 10 3dl doms Odaigzr &gl oo i o5 S
/] 05 @l s O slad dn

Translation of the text into English

It is a comfortable and spacious structure which was
IeféI behind by him. His structure should live on and
endure.

He will have a white face on the day of resurrection,
may he rest in peace.

Divine Mohammed Pasha, your reign is happy and
lasting.

Geéci)nto the palace of heaven, away from hell. Year
11

:The text in Arabic -
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Photo n°7: Picture of the original inscription of the
fountain

(National Museum of Antiquities and Islamic Arts).

(1212-(Lil 4as)4- The Dey Mostapha Pacha
:(V)1220H/ 1798-1805)

He was amongst the city’s richest
governors and owned a significant amount of property in

- Mostapha Ben Brahim, assumed office right after Mohamed (V)

pacha, for a year, during the reign of Sultan Selim the third.
Chérif Ezzahar, Captain of the city’s Nobilitas, says about his
reign, in his mémoire, that he had bBeen in charge of the treasury
durlng the reign of his uncle Hassan Pacha: «He assumed office
as a treasurer right afterhis uncle’s death.He was a good, fair
and a generous soul towards both good and science people but

ol i, alalso towards the poorest and the orphans.
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the city. He devoted his reign to, amongst other tasks, the
construction of fountains and the planning of a new
network of Iongier water channels; he also built new tanks
to stock the collected water and put many of his properties
under Wakf to insure their restoration when required.

The two documents in our possession prove

that he clearly purchased many properties in order to put
) to 4ilea _sithem under Wakf and charged his translator (
complete the purchase.

One of them, dated on Chawal 2014 H, says

that the Dey charged his translators Elhadj Elarbi, son of
Elhadj Mohamed and Mohamed el kandakdji, son of
Sa&;(hloul, to put the ﬁroperty, located near Bab Jdid, under
wakf and specified the way it would be invested in the
city’s brook, after his death.

The text reads as follows:

«Praise be to Allah, this is a copy of two

official documents, one of which is a Wakf document
and that below, a governance contract. The first,
signed soon after our religious mentor, the king of
kings, Sayyid Mostapha Pacha, son of the late Ibrahim,
may God have mercy on his soul, came to the throne,
concerns the property located near Bab jdid. His
translators, Elhadj Elarbi, ben Elhadj Mohamed and
Sayyid Mohamed Elkandakdji Ben saghloul, testify on
behalf of the Dey, that he would benefit from his
above-mentioned property while living and that it
would be put under God’s Wakf, after his death for his
children’s sake.lf one of them dies, his own children
would benefit from it; if all of the descendants are
dead, the property under Wakf, will be invested in the
city’s brook restoration and function for as long as it is
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(Museful....This is a certified legal document)

According to a legal document dated on Safar
1219/1804, the Dey also bought lands to build a brook, as

he wished to route water from the gardens(™ he owned in
towards a ™(3_\& )the fahs of the city, namely Zghara
tower, called «Kalet el Fouh(®,

The tower had been built to protect the city

from potential attacks and ensure the exploitation of the
surrounding lands. On the way to the tower, the brook had
to be oriented towards as many plots of land as possible,
near (<>)so the Dey took it upon himself to buy a garden

- Legal court, box n°106-2/107, document.n°36.(\)

- The gardens of the dey used to be called «Djana» which means (Y)

a beautifull garden where high quality vegetables and fruits are
rown, it is also often situated in the suburbs of the city where
the land is fertile, safe and easily supplied with water.See,
Khelifa Hamach, same, V.3, p.727.

- The fahs (suburbs) of Algiers aredevided in three major parts, (Y)

related to the city gates. According to the legal documents, each
fahs count a certain number of smaller pieces of lands. One of
the mis the northern %art, located out of Bab Azzoun gate. It
includes for instance the area named: Zghara. For more dethallsk,
:chec
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It also can be pronounced «Kanet el foul», according to the (¢)
court documents n° 11 and 37.
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(V) (&8 y)the one he already owned, comprising three areas
previously put under Wakf by their owners and one more
Crb il e all ¢ ssalso put under wakf for the (
disadvantaged people in the middle-east, after obtaining )
the owner’s agreement.

:As the text explains

«Praise Allah the great, the highest, the

magnanimous, our mentor Mostapha Pacha, son of the
late Sayyid Ibrahim, may God cool his grave and
honor him with a place in his heaven; he built Bakalat
elfoul, out of Bab eloued, one of the the guarded city’s
gates, and near el Jinane, a tower devoted to protect
the city against the Christians, God’s enemies, who
attacked the aforementionned tower. Sayyid Mostapha
Pacha then sought to collect and route the water from
his own Jinane (garden), situated in Zghara and also

, all the way to its (2Ll 4ia)known as Janat essenadji
destination: the tower; he put it under wakf in the
presence of two witnesses; the water would be used by
all members of the Muslim community for their daily
needs and especially when fighting the above-
mentioned enemies...In order to ensure the delivery of
water, he had to bu }&arﬁt of the Jinane next to his,

, and to build the (J:skl 4a)known as janat ettouil

It’s a plot of land .(~G)1)- The area is called in arabic Rokaa (1)

(i>)which, prepared and exploided, takes the name of Djana

which means «heaven», but if neglected or abandonned,
. These plots are very often related to (i.s,) becomes a Rokaa

gardens, because the farmer, would invest in an intergrated tyﬁe
of culture, to insure the familly needs without resorting to the
local market. That’s why, the land would be divided in two
parts: the first would %e dedicated to growing fruits and
vegetables and the second to grain production. For further

details, check;

Vvvupj\/\ﬁu.a‘r’ C‘&‘L‘Jf’f cuﬁLwa.a.:b
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Sakiya (canal) from the top of his jinane...He asked for
the owner’s permission to buy a part of his land and
was allowed to build his canal through the land that
they agreed on. They agreed on a price of 30 dinars at
the time, which is now 60 dinars soltaniya (")»

It is clear that the Dey Mostapha Pacha was eager to
reinforce the defense of the city and ensure the necessary
water supply in the event of an attack by the Christians

M(France, United Kingdom, Holland and Spain)

Also apparent are the wise methods that the Dey

used when dealing with his own people, since he could
have easily taken the land he needed to build the canal
without asking for permission; it seems that he not only
asked for it and proposed to buy it with his own money; he
also applied the laws related to that type of transaction.

(& sils Auls)He also put under wakf djalsat elhanout

, near the (¢=4)in Rabie elaouel 1219He near el maadan

, for the sake of the poorest of (Js& 4&)fort of kanet elfoul
in order to «(u& sl e sl o) jsd)the two holy mosques

) that would be used by the 4:8L.lbuild a canal (
community; he then built tanks near the tower to allow the
people around to quench their animals’ thirst as well as

- Legal court, box 1/47, doc 11.(\)

-The most important campaigns led against the city are: the (Y)

battle of Beaufort in 1663, two campaigns led by Duquesne
between 1682 and 1683; the D’Estrée Campaign in 1688. The
spanish battles are: the one of the emperor Charles the fifth in
1541; The O’reiley campaign in 1775 and the Don Barcelone
campaigns, one in 1783 and the other in 1784. For further
details, read: Apercu historique, statistique et topographique sur
I'état d'Alger a l'usage de I'Armée expeditionnaire d'Afrique,

2eme édition, Paris, 1830, p. 35, 37,
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that of people; he finally created a canal that would be
used inside the tower. From each building, the wakil of the
that he (SUalul Jl-'eal\l)wakf, would get two dinars soltani
to «(0sV 4a 52) would then give to the khoudja elouyoun
ensure the required restorations and anything relating to

the water delivered to the fort of Kanet elfoul. (")
The text gives the following information:

«Praise be to Allah. The last of the great sultans,

Mawlana, sayyid. Mostapha Pacha was established in
history, the son of the late, and the generous Sayyid
Ibrahim, who is mentioned in this contract. He put all
the series of shops referred to under wakf. He also
witnessed Saglyid Haj Mohammed Shaoush, son of
Elhadj Elhadi, and ensured that he stopped all the
series of the shop mentioned above to run the work on
all sides of the area near the Maadan, which is located
near the kanet el foul, and that they would be used for
the sake of the poor of the two Holy Mosques, as it is
bound by the wakf of the two holy mosques. Sayyid.
Mostapha Pacha would route the water inside the
tower, near kanet el foul (the bean grocery), restored
by him, and the water would be used by the Muslim
community to feed their animals. He also set up a
number of water tanks leading to the tower; from the
dividend of that wakf, two golden sultan dinars would
be allocated each year to the supervisor of the wakf
g who would then give them to Khoudja «& s Js

; that contract is 42lwelouyoun to restore the canal (

to be effective and eternah (¥,

Through this endowment, one can feel the keenness
of Dey Mostapha Pacha to complete the charitable work

YV gl o3, 7Y o el el dlde (V)
- Legal court, box n°.56, doc.20.(Y)
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he strove to carry out. After establishing the water tank
and after buying the lands %assed by the Sakia, he stopped
the series of shops on the sheltered land for the sake of the
poor of the two holy mosques. He then put the tanks near
the water tower under wakf to allow the army to quench
the thirst of their animals. Finally, he allocated two sultan
golden dinars®) to repair the water tanks entering the
«((Usd 4 ssytower and commissioned Khoudja elouyoun
for that charity work.

The fountain of the Dey: can to this day be admired
with all of its architechtural elements-and also its
archaeological inscription. It now goes by the name of
Bouloughine.

:- Inscription’s original text
[]8580 53 310 gl cyn cyundl 1 sliy Ll U3
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- The royal gold dinar is the gold coin of Algeria during the (1)

Ottoman era. It was minted in 926 AH / 1520 AD and continued
until 1246 AH / 1830 AD, date of the fall of the city of Algiers
in the hands of the French. It weighs between 3.40 and 3.45

grams of gold:It is commonly called in the european

ols» :(@al=) lsorces: Sequi. For further details, check:
sl 6,101 dlaes 3G Ll gl G35l s G s 201 e
IEAFA KA RIS F2 AP PN

85,50 Ll ol o §ogmadl (35 puaie ol o (o)) cd 5 (ol 32) LS’ Jo (V)
8y oo 2ST6 s el it

:;i@K@:ﬁm:smw:@:w:@:mu:w:@:m;ﬁ:@3&:@:w:@X@:t@x@mw:mu3:(@3:@3&:@3{@3{@3(@3&:@3&:@3{@3(@3{@3&:@3@



- R 51 o (el onniig]g il il gyl il Gl
- Translation of the text into English

Has ordered the building of this fountain with its
powerful waters//

With sincere determination to achieve good deeds //

God reviving his intentions in the world and the
hereafter//

The well intentioned Sayyid Mostapha Pacha the
in 1219 |

protector of Eldi

....

Photo n°8: The inscription of the fountain of
Bouloughine

(ayn Bouloughine).
(1233 AH - 1246 AH / (0 \)5- The Dey Hussein
1818 - 1830) (:

- He was born in 1764 in the village of Vurla on the southern (V)

shore of Izmir. He grew up in Istanbul, where he received the
principles of reading and writing. He then came to Algeria and
worked as a soldier in the Aujak. He took the post of Khoudja of
the horses» during the reign of Dey Omar Pasha (1230 AH -
1232 AH /1815 - 1817 AD), and is mentioned in the documents
as follows: ««... the greatest of the great sultans in hlstoal,
Mawlana Hussein Paha, son of the late sayyid Hassan......». He
took power in the year 23 Rabi Thani [lI" 1233 / 1818, as a
successor to Dey Ali Khoudja (1224 - 1230 / 1809 - 1815) after
the latter recommended to him the mandate. He built a mosque
for the sermon and restored a mosque (Safar 1242 / 1826). For

more details, check:
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One of the most important architectural works was
mentioned by the captain of Ashraf Algeria, Sharif El
Zahar: «... he arranged a road for the water of Ain
Zeboudja, and he acquired other springs whose waters

were added to this, and flowed to the city, which no
longer lacked waten.

In a document dated late Rajab in 1155 AH, it is clear
that the Dey Hussein put under wakf all the houses that
were located in the Western rampart street (V). He was
determined to do this so that the dividend would be used

for its restortation when required (",
The text explains these actions:

Praise be to Allaah. This copy is a contract that »

binds all the houses located in the western Great Wall
™, It is transmitted here by (=AY syl g8 4aa) area
necessity and it is authenticated. Praise be to God.
Following the doctrine of the Imam of Abu Haneefah
al-Nu'man (may Allaah be pleased with him), Dey
Hussein put under wakf the building, which was to be
used for the sake of his widowed wite; then after the
death of the male heirs the dividend would be used to
repair the sakia of the fountain; this is an

8 cj:\kJ\ AVAaT-yva Jﬁ\}?J\ é\.: LWL Olide dases c(&.&j Ja1) QJ.«.H -
AAMN oP Sy
il DU 2l Bl 0, dmed @l ol (i 55 Olake op Oldes) -
\ioupc\QVT 43L3>J\M¢Qjﬁ—ﬁjﬁ\%ﬁ&gm:ue-;

- It extends to the end of the city wall by the sea.(})

- Legal Court, box n°. 25,document 50.(Y)

(gm) o Ol oy (1 eLl g Liedl 015 O] (F)
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authenticated and eternal document» (V.

This is further illustrated by one of the documents of

the legal Court, dated 1242, and in a number of its
contracts, such as those concerning the confinement of
~_)Dey Hussein, and a copy from the Scientific Council

(), However, Khoudja al-ouyoun did not have (sl (slas
enough money to repair the property that Hussein Pacha
had put under wakf after its destruction. He took the case
to the Scientific Council to find someone to ensure what is
. The request was accepted (sl=)commonly called the anaa
by the same Dey Hussein, who took it upon himself to
take care of the matter.

"Praise be to God after Moulana Hussein Pacha of

times past, may God allow him eternal happiness, the son
of the late Sayyid,has through this contract put under wakf
the Sakia located in the area situated outside of Bab Jdid,
one of the guarded city’s gates... "..." ... The supervisor,
Khoudja EI-Ayoun, son of Sayyid Ismail paid for the land
for its construction... as he useés it every year always and

continuously... "

... He invested for the reconstruction of the area’s
square the amount of eight dinars, spent from every
dinar, nine dirhams, each year for the days to
™come...."

Legal Court, box n°. 25, document 50. ()

Scientific council. A supreme judicial body in Algeria, the (Y)

SuPreme Court in the Court of Appeal, or the Office_dedicated
to the complains. Its sessions took place weekly, specifically on
Thursdays. The council includes, respectively, representativés of
the religious body, both Hanafi and Maliki, and there is the
Mufti and the judge of each doctrine; also attended a Janissary’s
army’s representative érepres_ent_atlve of the military). This
Council shall be entitled to adjudicate disputes which the judge

IS unable to clear

YA o° ¢&LMJ\ 8’“‘” cha.'p sle
- Legal Court, box 55, document 28(Y)
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- The fountain of Kheiredine, piece of the remaining
fountains of the Dey Hussein.

This fountain located on the port of Algiers and
more specifically on the pier of Kheireddine ) is
among the last achievements of the last dey of Algiers.

- Translation of the Osmanli text:
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Translation of the text:

We made from water every living thing.” (AL-
ANBYA verse 30)

All the life of Hussein Pacha, governor of Algeria,

- In 936H / 27 May 1529, Kheiredine Barberous began the (1)

destruction of the fortress of the Pénon, once built by the
Spanish on the largest island of the Algerian basin, he ensured
the connection of the islands and then with the whole coast,
creating the port of Algiers; for further details, read: Le
Tourneau; «Aldjazair».In encyclopedie de I’Islam, t II, Brill,

Paris,1977, p.533.
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was lived with charity and the intention of helpfulness.
He built fountains all around the country, with
pleasure. In the drought areas of the country, he
provided clean water sources for residents. Thanks to
Hassan and Hussein, fresh water could be drunk.

- Translation into Arabic:

et JS Sl e
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A fountain is a precious and useful

achievement considered worthy of a kind of worship; it
Is also a work of art; the inscriptions in Turkish or
Arabic which decorate these small monuments indicate
to the passerby the name of generous builder and are
for him what might be regarded as real titles of
nobility.

The texts usually praise the merits of the founder
and solicit a prayer for him.
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Photo n ° 9: The archaeological inscription of the
fountain located on the jetty of Kheireddine, now
restored and exposed in the National Museum of
Antiquities and Islamic Arts.

The documents indicate that the building and
preservation of fountains and canals was not confined
only to the governors, but also included employees of
<l salhythe administrative sector such as the Khoudjat
() with their various functions. This is the case of
Mugqgtada Muhammad ibn Mostapha Khoudja ben
Murad, one of the supervisors, who put under wakf a
building durinfg the last days of Ramadan 1114 H He
was to benefit from the dividend until the day of his
death, after which, it would be used to repair, restore
and rebuild the fountain and the canals whenever

required, in perpetuity (™.
The text explains:

«Praise be to Allah. This is a copy of a contract

that is transmitted here by necessity and the text of it is
confirmed. Praise be to Allah. And ma% he witness,
that the wakf of all the higher part of the building by
Mohamed ben Mostapha Khoudja ben Mourad, would
benefit him for the duration of his life, following in that
the doctrine of the Imam Abu Hanifa, may Allah be
pleased with him, and after his death the building
would be put under wakf to be used for the fountains
of Algiers. If detroyed, it shall be added to the other

hoga, hiiga secretary; check: (Mohamed) ben Cheneb; mots (V)

turks et persans conserves dans le parler algerien. Publication du
cinqua,tenaire de I'Universite d'Alger, 2012,p.42.

- Legal Court, box 68, document n® 7.(v)
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wakf buildings inside and outside that country (*).....
this contracts stands forever».

A similar action was taken by Sulayman Khoudja of

the horses, Ibn Abdul Rahman, who opened his fountain
near the bridge of Wad el Harrach and built tanks in which
the water was collected, putting a set of shops under wakf
in 1212 He / 1797 to ensure their restoration whenever
(Mneeded.

The real estate that was dedicated to the fountains

and canals had an economic purpose since investing in
these small buildings would allow the shops(*), cafes,
workshops and hotels to maintain their daily work rhythm,
once provided with water and ensured of their restoration
whenever these buildings were damaged(®).

In case the building had to be demolished because of
the lack of means to restore it, there was the possibility of

- Legal Court, box 68, document n® 7(1)
A0V o oY el o ile 2ads (V)
- That kind of procedure is used when a building under wakf is (¥)

destroyed or its walls cracked, it becomes unfit for

exploitation,and the owner is unable to provide the money for its

reconstruction. The latter, with the consent of the judiciary,

Revit ) «Leacquires it. This is the rent that is called in Algeria
eview,

/\‘\\'u.a Y Ccé;\...« e cu.fa\.a} dat>
The main reason Water installations were damaged during the (¢)

Ottoman era, are earthguakes that hit the city several times: On
the 5th of July 1042/1632; the 19th of Safar 1138; the 23rd of

) ) _February 1716,
and that of the 28th of Mai 1734,and in 1755. This was mainly
due to failures in the waterways; more details, check: (G.
Delphin; Histoire des pachas d'Alger de 1515 a 1745, extrait du
journal Asiatique, imprimerie Nationale, paris, MDCCCCXXYV,
p.217 et 218-
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building another one that could replace it and provide the
necessary amount of money for investment in the
community, through the Anaa

. This procedure underlies the rent of a _buildin% (s Liall)
Brewously considered unfit for use, which has been

ought by a new owner who agrees to take on its
restoration.

One more element must be mentionned and that is

the location of the building put under wakf. The closer
they are to the city centre, where all the commercial
activities take place, the more money can be earned from
the use of these buildings.

Management of public fountains and wakf
procedures:

A quick look at the way both hanafite doctrine

related to the administration of drinking water and the
effective application of the rules concerning the provision
of drinking water to the inhabitants of the city, shows that
:there were two sectors

i= =) The first was led by the Khoudja el-ouyoun
and is paid by the (.), Khoudja or Caid (V(s s

govermnent. Amongst the tasks of Khoudja elouyoun
were:

The supervision of the construction of aquaducts and
the restoration of waterways; the building and repairing of
public fountains.

The second branch of the administration is the
«(Houbous» office, which oversees the buildings put under

wakf, supervises the legal procedures and undertakes the

- Archive mention two names in charge of the administration of (V)

s «(sW bBwater: Khoudja el- ouzoun and «nadher elouyoun
for further details, check:Legal court, box 47/1, doc.11
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wise investment of the dividend in the retoration of
aquaducts and fountains. The interest behind it rests of
course in the fact that water is a vital element for everyone
but mainly because, to ensure the efficient functioning of
the city, drinking water had to be provided in the required
amounts to allow the numerous shops, workshops,
mosques and public baths to fulfill their daily tasks. The
appropriate administration of the houbous or the wakf is
also one of the Cheikh el balad’s tasks, since he is the one
who ensures the correct application of the provisions of

the contracts produced by the courts of law(",

Here are the names of some of the supervisors who
were in charge of the administration of drinking water and
whose signature can still be found in the city’s records n°

1118/ 1706 a 1126/ 1714M™: Ali khudja; khalil agha, yusuf
khudja et ismail yoldash.

In conclusion, it is evident that |Ioroviding the city with
drinking water was a major goal of each of the governors
of Algiers. Their tenacious attitude is not so much related
to the fact that water is a vital element and should be
provided in sufficient amounts to people, as much as it is
to the economic activity of the city, since it provides
people who work in baths, workshops, or mosques, for
Instance, with a regular job; on the other hand, a city with
elaborate water infrastructures is a clean city that invites

people from around the world either to visit or to settle(™.

This reaserch reveals that the actions of the

governors of Algiers were not confined to the political and
military sphere, but also encompassed charitable
objectives, through the allocation of their properties to the

Sakina Missoum, Op, Cit,p.110 (\)
F. Loualich; Op; Cit; p. 217 (Y)
- Ibid,p.76.(¥)
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water establishments, as no such budgeting provisions
were made by the authorities. The income of the
confiscated property was the only financial source for the
maintenance of fountains, aquaducts and channels.

That is in accordance with what is stated in the Holy
(MQuran in sourat Al-Anbiya

Original Documents Annex

1 - lllustrated forms of the contracts of the legal
Court

(M- Legal contract n°1

Contract Renewal of the water safe and put under wakf
in favor of the water entering the city; achieved by Ali

(MNeksis Pacha, dated late Chaaban 1177 H
- Legal Court, box n°1/26 document n° 25,

Y Y bV g o SINOT AN (V)

G el 5 S VIT = WVo g ik e gl age 3 3l la ads (V)
A RAK ¢@,L~J\(m2 cielo=Y1s a;uy](,w\@s@)u\w (gl @)L:S\
IRATARRR

Legal Contract No. 01.From printed contracts (Y)
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-Legal contract n° 2:

Wakf contract on the animal area, in favor of public

fontains, achieved by Dey Mohammed pacha, dated June
(M1081H

- Contract n°. 20,from printed contracts()
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document n° 20

al Court,
ﬁ‘(’ 3 '.:)

)
~

box n° 01

-\ -.’ ”'i

-Legal Contract n° 3:

Contract for the purchase of plots of land for the
creation of the waterpipes, achieved by the Dey Mostapha
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A contract about the shop area for the water fountain
created by Dey Mostapha Pacha and dated in early spring |

- Legal contract n° 4, from printed contracts())
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20190 the contract of law n° 5 of the contracts printed
- Beylik Series, record number 3205 document n® 37
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- Contract n°. 50,from printed contracts.(\)
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:- Legal contract n° 05

Wakf contract on the shop area situated outside bab
Jdid in favor of a new fountain by the Dey Hussein of

1242H,

(M2- Printed Contracts:

- Legal contract n° 7,from printed contracts.(\)

The texts of the documents mentioned in the article were read (Y)

with the help of the office, the documentary and the archivist
from the national archive of Bir Khadem. Mr. Belabidi Lakhdar.
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- Legal contract n° 1:

Contract Renewing the water safe put under wakf in
favor of the water that flows inside the city; achieved by
Ali Pacha Neksis, dated late Chaaban 1177H

- Legal Court, box n° 1/26,document n° 25.
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-Legal contract n° 2:

- Wakf contract on the animals area for the benefit of
fontamosi;3 achieved by Dey Mohammed Pacha, dated in
June 1081

- Legal Court, box n°1, document n° 20.
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-Legal Contract n°3:

Wakf contract on a house situated near Bab Jdid in
; achieved by Dey Mostapha 4:2.»favor of a waterpipe
Pacha and dated in Chawal 1214 H.
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-Legal Contract n°4:

A contract for the purchase of land for the creation
of the water tank by the Dey Mostapha Pacha dated
early 1219H / 1804.

, n° 11Y- Legal Court, box n°® 47/
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-Legal contract n’5

A Wakf contract on a shop place in favor of a
waterpipe created by dey Mostapha Pacha and dated early
spring 1019H.

- Beylik Series, Record 3205 Index n°:37

cpland) bl 5T ploghl planedl e e il OF day db o]l
el p el (2SS e ol Gl W) (3 LG e dend) BY
) S dedl & gl e oS @ 1n B goeadl s G Sl a1
Lk e sSdall LI LG Lidaase ol ) OY1 sl cad] HLadl ans

FZXiZAY&‘IiiAY&‘X@K@X@X@IiiAv‘X@X@Yu@kI?Zniu3@&‘X@X@I@AX@XA@Iﬁ:@Y@X@X@X@Xw‘fw‘fwﬁéﬁﬁﬁi@‘f@ﬁ



- R 51 o (el onniig]g il il gyl il Gl
Zdl ) ol 3 Ll 851 s 3sls s ol sl sl L
Ol Al e S b oy e 4T cand o eligd 1oLyl
5 Ol 3 RS 2 1 G5 e e Uy ol O ) Sl
B 3 Lot Lo (o 20l (n oell 628 e doal o) S6 -
5 5Sdal 3L L Amn 2l e Sl 0 oltgd ae iy ol 21 s o)
oy OF Lo ¢ pSadl Dl Dy oely Sl ) ) Jo 1l oLl
Lo el 33 oy Cpraomad] Bale S iy oledd sl S slanedl G5 1L
U1 e 5 shanmdl 0 A1) elodl &3l e 5 ) Sl ele opn ] iy
Lad ol sles 4l e b ple IS (35,580l Akl e e 2 5
oo et b ganl G Ll dolie o35Sl GG YI LSS dans Lillala
flodl &3l 3o Ao 3 O gonll dor g 4l B JS (e S5 Lok Lgil S
el s L3l Lond S35 6y 0 =l 1)

- Legal Contract n° 06:

Wakf contract of a house in favor of the a waterpipe by
Dey Hussein Pacha; dated in Chawal 1255 H

- Legal Court, box n°. 25, document n° 50.
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:- Legal contract n® 7
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