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In the name of Allah, the Beneficent, the Merciful

In the mid-7th century, more than 1,300 years ago, Islam reached
China. The Islamic population in China is now about 13 million and
embraces the Hui, Uygur, Kazak, Kirgiz, Tajik, Tartar, Uzbek, Dongxiang,
Sala and Baoan nationalities, who live mainly in Qinghai and Gansu prov-
inces and the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region and the Ningxia Hui
Autonomous Region. In addition, quite a number of Hui Muslims live
in other parts of the country.

Since the founding of the new China in 1949, the People’s Government
has implemented a policy of equality among all nationalities and freedom
of religious belief. The religion of the Islamic people of various nationali-
ties is respected and protected. The Islamic people have made great
political, economic and cultural achievements. But during the ten years
of chaos inspired by the Gang of Four, the Islamic population together
with the rest of the people were made to suffer incredible hardships. After
the Gang of Four was ousted in October, 1976, the policy of equality
among all nationalities and freedom of religious belief was restored and
implemented by the Government. Chinese Muslims once again are guar-
anteed their right to religious belief and to observe their rites and fulfil
religious duties.

In April, 1980, the Fourth Conference of Chinese Muslims held in
Beijing summed up the work of the China Islamic Association, set future
tasks, amended the Charter of the China Islamic Association and elected
the Standing Committee of the Fourth Conference of the China Islamic
Association. This pictorial “The Religious Life of Chinese Muslims” is
born of a resolution passed at the conference. More than a hundred
pictures show the life of Chinese Muslims, the Fourth Conference of Chi-
nese Muslims, their religious life, famous mosques with their distinct
architecture and visits between Chinese and other Muslims of the world.
It is our wish that this pictorial will contribute to strengthening the unity
among the Muslim community of China and encouraging leading Islamic
personages and the rest of the Muslim community to do their bit in the
socialist modernization of their motherland. At the same time, we hope
this pictorial will help promote understanding and friendship between
Chinese Muslims and their friends elsewhere in the world.




As this publication coincides with the arrival of the 15th century of
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to all on the beginning of this new century. 3
Allah is with us!
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The Fourth Conference of Chinese Muslims
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The Fourth Conference of Chinese Muslims convened in Beijing from
April 6-15 in 1980 had 256 representatives of ten nationalities from 29
provinces, municipalities and autonomous regions. The conference summed
up the work of the China Islamic Association, discussed and decided on
future tasks, revised the Charter of the China Islamic Association and
elected the Standing Committee of the China Islamic Association.






éasmm

All

3
B
1




i T d s L.
| -

Wt
3 e (A




ing cere-
B ran at the opening ce
Songting reading the first chapter of the Koran
ahim Ma So
Sheikh Abdul Rahim
mony.


















Burhan Shahidi, Pres-
ident of the China
Islamic Associs
(first from right)
ting with deleg

on




Y IR U P

Mohammed Ali Zhang Jier Vice President of
the China Islamic Association, with delegate.
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Sheikh Abdul Rahim Ma Songting (first from right),
Sheikh Yahya Liu Pinyi (second from left) watching
a delegate writing verses from the Koran






Delegates at a lecture
by an Imam at the
Djuma prayer in the
hall of the China Islamic
Association,
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Ilyas Shen Xiaxi, Vice President of the China Islamic
Association greeting Chinese and foreign Muslims at the
reception party held in the Cultural Palace of Minority
Nationalities by the China Islamic Association in Bei-
jing on Novermber 1, 1979,
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Burhan Shahidi (second
from right), President of
the China Islamic Associa-
tion chatting with foreign
Muslims at the Greater
Bairam reception party.
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Sheikh Abdul Rahim 'Ma
Songting reading the first
chapter of the Koran at
the Greater Bairam recep-
tion party.
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The Niujie Mosque in Beijing which is said to have been built at the end of
the 10th century, is one of the most famous mosques in China.
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The main prayer hall
of the Niujie Mosque.
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and foreign Muslims listening to

the Imam lecturing
hall of the Xiao Tao Yuan Mosque.
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Muslims of Shanghai exchanging festival gre
Lesser Bairam in the Xiao Tao Yuan Mosque.
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Muslims greeted by the
imam during the Greater 4
Bairam reception party
eld by the Shanghai Is-
mic Association on No-
yember 1, 1979.
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Sheikh Mahmud of Uygur
nationality, Vice-Secretary
General of the Shanghai
Islamic Association read-
ing the Koran.









of the Great




ociation and )
Mosque after a prayer.




Sheikh Jin Fengshan, member of the Standing Committee of the China Islamic
Association and Imam of the Yinchuan Mosque speaking on religious laws and
jurisprudence.
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The Great Mosque in Tongxin county built in the Ming dynasty (1388-1644)
is one of the most famous mosques in the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region.
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Muslim masses gather at the Eastern-Town Mosque

in Xining of Qinghai province on Greater Bairam,
November 1, 1979.

Qinghai
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Sala,

the Hui,

Muslims of

Dongxiang and Baoan nationa-

lities

of Qinghai

in Xining

meeting on Greater Bairam in
the Eastern-Town Mosque. *
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Sheikh Ma Xiangchen lecturing at the Djuma

prayer in Eastern-Town Mosque in Xining,
Qinghai province.
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Every village of the Sala nationality in Xunhua county, Qinghai province has
a mosque to its own.
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Muslims greeting each other after the prayer on Lesser Bairam.
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Muslims offering each

other food on Lesser

Bairam and Greater
Bairam.
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Kuqa in the Xinjiang Uygur Autonomous Region

The mosque in
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The minaret in Turban, Xinjiang completed in 1776 in memory

of great Sheikh Amin.
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Tomb of Tughlug Timur Khan.

In the
mid-14th century, after unifying the
divided Jaghtay Khan Emirate, Tughlugq
Timur Khan (1343-1363) made every
effort to propagate Islam and won
160,000 Mongolian Islamic believers,






Muslims of Kashgar at a
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The Imam of the Ei
the Djuma prayer.
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Ahbah of Uygur na-
tionality, a devout be-
liever of Islam was
chosen by Emperor Qian
Long  (1736-1795) of
Qing dynasty as his
concubine with the title
of Xiang Fei (Fragrance
Concubine). She kept
her religious belief and
habits all her life. After
her death she was buri-
ed in the Eastern Tomb
in  Zunhua county,
Hebei province. A tomb
was erected in her
memory in her native
home.
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A Uygur Muslim family
celebrating Greater -
Bairam
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The Phoenix Pavilion, a traditional-style structure in
Huajue Mosque.
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The mosque in Huajue Street in the city of Xi'an, Shaanxi
province, was built in the Ming dynasty (1368-1644). It is the
leading mosque in the province as well as one of the most
famous in China.
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Muslims in Xi'an listening to the Imam lecturing
dence on Greater Bairam, November 1, 1979,
Mosque.
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Ma Liangji of the Huajue Mosque and Muslims recite
is great!
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The minaret of the Huajue Mosque.
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The ancient decorated archway before the entrance to the Huajue Mosque.
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Chinese and for-
eign Muslims ce-
lebrating Greater
Bairam in the
Huaisheng (in
Memory of the
Prophet) Mosque
in Guangzhou on
'Ncuvemb(-r 1, 1979,




FF A CLENNY ) ANEA K.

% [
lou Observatory in the AU ) gt dned

:ng Mosque in Guangzhou, . (B gam



BN B B KRAE “HRB" FEAN.




\n N( d

Muslims in Guangzhou praying in the hall
of the Huaisheng Mosque on Greater Bairam.
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Chinese and foreign Muslims praying in the Huaisheng Mosque.
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Fenghuang (Phoenix) Mosque in Hangzhou, Zhejiang province,
one of the four ancient mosques iny coastal southeastern China
was constructed in the Southern Song dynasty (1127-1279).
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Muslims of Hangzhou observing rites in the
Fenghuang Mosque.




Liaoning R JU
sl o rava Wl 8y g t‘

2 Gptay o gl domnll (Lt (LY

eVl il

Imam Zhao Mingzhou of the Southern Mosque in Shenyang
(fourth from right) praying with Chinese and foreign Muslims
on Greater Bairam on November 1, 1979.
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The niche of the mosque In Kunming.
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Muslims of Kunming praying in the mosque.
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A bird's-eye view of the mosque at Hohhot in the Inner
M ian Aut Region 1 in 1693
during the reign of Emperor Kangxi of Qing dynasty
(1644-1011).
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Left: Design on the sunk-panel of the
mosque at Hohhot
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Bottom: The hall of the mosque at
Hohhot
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Bottom Left: The pinnacle of
the mosque at Hohhot.
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Imams of the Mosque of Hohhot solemnly reading the Koran.

SFRES I AAS PR EEARTHARFRILHRC
bl B SN £t e Tt el gl

The Imam lecturing on jurisprudence in front of the
hall of the mosque at Hohhot.
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The Chinese Haj Mission on Arafat Mountain in October, 1979,
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The Chinese Haj Mission praying inside the tent on Arafat
Mountain in 1980
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Members cf the 1980 Chiiese Haj Mission in
front of the Prophetic Mosque.
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Friendly Visits
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Mohammad Zia-ul-Haq, Presi-
dent of the Islamic Republic of
Pakistan meeting the delegation
of the China Islamic Association
in the Presidential House on
July 12, 1879.
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Hadji Ilyas Shen Xiaxi addressing students of the Islamic Institute in Ra-
walpindi, Pakistan.
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Members of the delegation of the China Islamic Association
reading the finely-printed Koran produced by Taj Company
/ in Karachi.
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The delegation of the China Islamic Association o~ |-
visiting the famous Badshah Mosque in Lahore. g
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Mohammed Ali Zhang
Jie (first from left),
head of the delegation
of Chinese Muslims pre-
senting gifts to Hilal
Ben Hamud Al-samar,
Juridical Law Minister
on & visit to the Sulta-
nate of Oman in No-
vember, 1979,
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Members of the delegation of Chinese Muslims with Mufti
Sheikh Ahmed Mohammed Zabarah of N. Yemen on their
visit to the Yemen Arab Republic
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The delegation of Chinese Muslims visiting
the Law Institute of the Sultanate of Oman
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Members of the delegation of Chinese
Muslims at the 13th Seminar on Islamic
Thought held in Algeria in July, 1879.
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Kemaluddin Bai Shouyi (second from left) reading an essay at the seminar.
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The delegation of Chi-
nese Muslims headed by
Mohammed Ali Zhang
Jie (first from right,
front) at the Djuma
prayer held in the Te-
heran University Square
of Iran while participat-
ing in the celebration
activiti of the first
anniversary of the Isla-
mic Revolution of Iran
and the coming of the
15th century of Hegira.
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Members of the delegation of Chinese Muslims
with Romanian Mufti while visiting Tran.
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The Oman delegation headed by Walid Ben Zahir Hinayi, Minister of WAKFS and Islamic
Situations at a banquet given by Xiao Xianfa, Director of the Bureau of Religious Affairs of
China, on its visit to China, in May, 1980,
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Members of the delegation of the Syltanate of Oman speaking with Mohammed Ali
Zhang Jie, Vice President of the China Islamic Association.
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Wice Premier Ji Pengfei-talking warmly with Walid Ben Zahir Hinayi at a
‘eception for the delegation from the Sultanate of Oman. 120
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