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ABSTRACT
Arabic is an important language for Muslims. It is closely associated with Muslims due to it
being the language of Al-Qur’an and Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), hence
making it well received by Muslims throughout the world. In Cambodia, the Muslims
welcomed this language as how they welcomed Islam. The author of this paper investigated
further on the reality of Arabic language learning environment and private Islamic schools in
Cambodia by using observation method of analysis. It is found that the arrival of Arabic
language in Cambodia was late as compared to its arrival in other Asian countries, and
started to spread a few years later for several reasons. One of the reasons were political
unrest in Cambodia. Furthermore, the learners of Arabic language were not the locals, but
were amongst the refugees from Champa (now Vietnam). However in the 20" century, Arabic
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language learning movement grew rapidly due to the Salafi movement and Jamaah Tabligh
who were actively building private schools and made Arabic as a compulsory subject in these
schools. This study concludes that religion and education were two main factors for the
spreading of Arabic language in Cambodia, while other factors only played minor roles.
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