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Islamic Centres in Europe: The Islamic and Cultural Center

and its Mosque in Rome — Case Study

Ali Mahmoud Abu Ghonaimah

Department of Architectural Engineering
College of Engineering and Technology, University of Jordan
Amman, Jordan

Abstract: This is a study of one of the most successful projects for an Islamic Center in Europe. Its success is due to the
designer’s ability to integrate the center and its mosque with one of the richest architectural settings in the world, i.e., the city
of Rome. The design of the center and its mosque employs a combination of traditional classical Islamic architectural
elements, along with representative elements from the European architectural history, particularly, from Rome: This is in
contrast to the design of comparable Islamic centers in Europe, which have been dominated on the whole by two main
approaches; either, the direct copying of traditional Eastern Islamic architectural elements and building types, or the direct
derivation from the architecture of the International Style. The researcher’s conclusions regarding the architectural success of
the center in Rome are based on an analysis of the following components of the design:

(1) The integrating relationship between the mosque and the city.
_(2) The spatial composition.

(3) The use of materials.

(4) The geometry.

(5) The architectural vocabulary.



