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Dawa Series in Japan
edited by
Dr. Salih Samarrai

Salihsamarrai3232@agmail.com

Several dawa conferences were held in Japan. Moreover
some dawa papers were prepared by Muslim Scholars in
Japan. | am presenting them in serial numbers.

Dawa Series in Japan

1- International Islamic meeting Held at Maebashi, Japan on
Sunday, the 5™ of July, 1992

Submitted To the Chairman, Islamic Center, Tokyo, Japan

An International Islamic Meeting was held at Maebashi (Gunma Ken),
Japan on Sunday, the 5" of July, 1992. Alhamdolillah, the meeting
was quite successful, in addition to the Muslims from other countries
and few Japanese Muslims, a larger number of non-Muslims also
attended the meeting.

The Proceedings started at 10 AM with the recitation of Holy Quran,
followed by its translation in Japanese and English. This was followed
by an informative speech by Brother Alhaj Prof. Abdul Karim
Saitoh(Japan) on “Introduction to Islam”(In Japanese.) He in a very
clear and appealing way elaborated on the message which Islam
gives to the world, Then Brother Abdul Rahman Siddiqui(Pakistan),
gave speech on “Life of the Prophet of Islam”(In Japanese). He spoke
on the need to study the life of the Holy Prophet (P.B.U.H) to solve
the problems of the present day world. He also tried to clear the
misunderstandings prevailing among non-Muslims, about Islam and
Muslims. Then Brother Alhaj Mustafa Kumura(Japan) was invited to
speak. He spoke on “Islam in Japan” (In Japanese). He in a very
interesting way described the history of Islam in Japan. And also
introduced his book on Islam, authored by him in Japanese. Then
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came Brother Ibrahim Okubo (Japan) and gave a thought provoking
speech on “The purpose for creation of Humanity” (in Japanese). In
the last, Brothers Shaikh Abdul Azeez (Saudi Arabia) spoke on “Hajj,
the pilgrimage to Makkah” (In Arabic). He detailed the importance of
Hajj in Islam and explained how Haj is performed. As the listeners
were overwhelmingly Japanese, hence his speech was
simultaneously translated into Japanese, in a very interesting way by
Brothers Salimur Rahman Khan (India).

After this, all Muslims attending the meeting offered Zuhr Prayers at
the venue, with the non-muslims audience, witnessing the event with
great interest.

This was followed by a delicious and elaborately prepared luncheon,
at the venue. It was managed by Brothers Ajaz Igbal and Borthers
Tasneem (Pakistan).

To Make the gathering more interesting, a video film in Japanese on
"Hajj” was also screened after lunch. In addition a sale of handicrafts
and edible items from Muslims countries was also arranged at the
venue, with the aim to show the cultural aspect of Islam.

We take pride to report that at last we succeeded in arranging this
meeting, which was first of its kind in the history of Gunma Ken.
Hence, we humbly and in complete humiliation, bow before Allah the
Almighty, with profound gratitude for making this meeting happen,
about which we were eagerly waiting for so long time. We hope, we
wish and we pray, to see that the sun of Islam shines brightly in the
Land of Rising Sun.

Lastly we hearfully acknowledge the generous donation of Yen
80,000 from Islamic Center, Tokyo, Japan without which it was
Impossible for us to arrange this meeting which proved quite a big
task for us. We sincerely acknowledge a donation of Yen 30,000 by
Brothers Shaikh Abdul Azeez, from his personal account. We



acknowledge the trouble taken by Brothers Abdur Rahman Siddiqui,
Brothers Salimur Rahman Khan and Brothers Alhaj Mustafa Kumura,
who in their old age took the trouble to come all the way to Maebashi
to attend the meeting, which proved quite encouraging for us,
Jazakallahu Khair. We sincerely express our gratitude for the
responsibility shouldered by Brothers Ajaz Igbal and Brothers
Tasneem in arranging the luncheon. We understand that they whole-
heartedly took the extra financial burden during the course of the
preparation for the meeting, Brothers Shakeel Ahmed’s excellent
cooking of the delicious dishes, just for the sake of Islam, is
appreciated with deep gratitude. Last, but not least, we report that
among the several international organizations in Maebashi, only
Gunma Foreign Students Society whole-heartedly came forward to
take the responsibility to help us arrange the meeting. Hence, they
were responsible to arrange for us, free of cost, the well-furnished
hall fitted with the latest Japanese electronic software’s, situated in
the elegant and entirely new building of TEPCO Plaza, just on a five
minutes walk, from Maebashi Station, Where the meeting was held.

Optimistically, we hope that Islamic center would extend its help to us
in our future endeavors also. We assure, that we will inform the
center of our activities here, which we may plan in future. May we all
succeed in our pious endeavors Amin.

OUR HUMBLE SUGGESTION:

It is estimated that there are at least 5-6,000 Muslims residing in
Gunma Ken alone, of which a major part is concentrated in Isesaki
(15Km From Maebashi). Most of them are illegally staying and
working in factories.



As far as Muslim students, staying in Gunma Ken, with the aim to
pursue their academic career are concerned, there are four students
(including both of us) in the medical campus of the Gunma University,
at Maebashi (all research scholars doing their Ph.D & getting
Monbusho fellowship); about ten students in engineering campus of
the Gunma University, at Kiryu (about 35km from Maebashi). There
are about five Muslim nuclear scientist (coming from Muslim
countries) engaged in the Atomic Research Institute in Takasaki. All
most all of the Muslim students and a few Muslim scientists attended
the meeting. Hence, with so big Muslim population in this prefecture,
it should not be surprising to see the second biggest gathering in
Isesaki, after Tokyo, witnessed on the day of Eids, in the whole of
Japan.

However, unfortunately we would like to mention that no Islamic
activities are being held, what so ever, any where in the prefecture,
except occasional visits by the members of the Tableeghi Jamaat.

Hence, we feel that there is a serious need of a branch of Islamic
Center in this region, so that Islamic activities can be started and
boosted, with the help of so many Muslims in this area. Initially to
begin with we feel that a fact-finding mission be sent here, with the
aim to meet the local Muslims, which may in turn realize that the very
presence of so many Muslims here, has also resulted in the
acceptance of Islam by some Japanese. Alhamdolillah.

Mohammed Abdul Majid(India) Abu Salim(Egypt)
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Dawa Series in Japan
Edited by
Dr. Salih Samarrai

Salihsamarrai3232@agmail.com

Several dawa conferences were held in Japan. Moreover
some dawa papers were prepared by Muslim Scholars in
Japan. | am presenting them in serial numbers.

2- KMA Forum Communiqué( A Draft)

The forum on “DAAWAH Strategy in Japan” was successfully held in
Kyoto City onllth Shawwal 1413/ 14" April 1993. Organized by
Kyoto Muslim Association (KMA) Speakers in the Forum were
representatives from active national and regional levels in Islamic
organization in Japan (Kobe Mosque), Islamic center of Japan, and
Muslims Students Association of Japan) and a representative of
Japanese Muslims. The forum was attended by 60 students, workers
and trainees from Kyoto, Osaka, Tottori, Kobe, Fukui, Okayama,
Nagoyn and Tokyo.

Bismillah Arrahman Arrahim

Hereby we the participants in the KMA forum, unanimously agree,
declare and bind ourselves to the following forum communiqué for
effective Daawah strategy in Japan. Therefore this forum calls for

Muslims in Japan to constantly increasing and improving their health,
llm, Iman and * Amal, individually and collectively.

The need to increase communication, consultation, understanding
and cooperation among various Islamic organization in Japan at all
levels.
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The need to coordinate Daawah activities national and region at all
levels of Islamic organization in Japan.

Immediate reviving of the Council of Islam organization (previously
formed in 1976) and to uphold its “Declaration of Cooperation for
Islam Hereby, the (Islamic Center of Japan with cooperation of
Muslim Students Association of Japan are entrusted to organize the
next council meeting, not later than 4™ April 1994.

The revived Council of Islamic Organization reviews its former council
members by only admitting active national and regional levels Muslim
organization in Japan.

The revived Council of Islamic Organization is to uphold the unity
among Muslims throughout Japan. Especially in deciding the dates of
first Ramadhan and Shawwal and Eid-ul-Adha.

The revived Council of Islamic Organization is to seek financial
supports and to coordinate the priority in setting and building up
Mosques/Islamic Centers throughout Japan. The revived Council of
Islamic Organization to intensify translation works and publications of
Islamic Books and literature in Japanese. The expertise of Japanese
Muslims and Muslim students should be effectively coordinated for
this purpose.

Special attentions should be given to the welfare of Japanese
Muslims. Effective educational follow ups and special recruiting
programs should be drawn-up and implemented for preparing
capable local workers of Islam in Japan .

Special attentions should be given to the welfare of Japanese
Muslim students in Japan under the Muslim Students Association of
Japan (MSAJ). MSAJ should be fully supported morally, financially
and physically in all its activities to organize and educate the
increasing number of Muslim students in Japan.
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Special attention should be given to the welfare of Muslim trainees
and workers in Japan. Local Islamic organization should draw-up
effective programs for them.

Special attentions should be given to the need of Islamic education
and environment to our children. Local Islamic organization should
Initiate Islamic school (weekend School) for them.
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Dawa Series in Japan
Edited by
Prof. Dr. Salih Samarrai

Salihsamarrai3232@agmail.com

Several dawa conferences were held in Japan. Moreover
some dawa papers were prepared by Muslim Scholars in
Japan. | am presenting them in serial numbers.

3- Some Observations on strategies of Dawah Activities In
Japan.

At the former meeting of Kyoto
Prepared by Prof. Syed Murtada Kurasawa

kurasawa@rikkyo.ac.ip

Member Board of Directors
Islamic Center Japan
Edited by
Prof .Dr. Salih Samarrai

Salihsamarrai3232@agmail.com

Contents

| attended the Seminor /Forum on Dawah Strategy in Japan arranged

by Kyoto Muslim Association (KMA) on the 4" April 1993 from 10:30

AM till 6:00PM the meeting was attended by almost 60 participants
from Kyoto and other areas in Japan. A very enlightening lecture was
given by Brothers Salah from Egypt, speakers from the MSA Japan,
the Kabe Mosque, spoke almost about activities of the respective
organizations. The representative of the Islamic Center Japan
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explained the activities of the center and talked almost about Dawah
strategy. At the end of the forum a communiqué was approved by
participants attending the meeting.

Assalami-alaikum wtb,

Prof. Dr. Kurasawa, the representative of Islamic Center Japan
presented the following:

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Islam, and distinguished participants;

First of all, on behalf of the Islamic center in Tokyo, | would like to
convey my humble congratulations to you all for your efforts to
arrange and participate in this seminar on Dawah Activities in Japan.
Alhamdulillah you have done a great job and may Allah give guidance
to us all for the right path, Amin. Today, | am very much delighted to
be here with you to share my experience in Japan.

Prof. Dr. Kurawawa submitted additional paper explaining the
Strategies, vision achievements, problems, expectations,..... etc.

|- General Survey of Islamic Scene in Japan (addendum report)

lI- Highlight of activities of the Islamic Center (Registered and Legally
recognized as non-commercial and non-political organization).

A- Dawah activities:
1. Lectures, discussion meeting and seminars.
2 Islamic publication (35books) in Japanese

3  Assalam Quarterly magazine in Japanese (2000 copies each
issue)

4  Reference library and reading room

5 Arabic language free Education

19



6  Financial support to several local muslim organization in
Japan

7  Teaching Salat and the Quran,
B- Services:
1  Conversion to Islam and marriage services

2 Halal and Haram advisory services and other welfare
services for Muslims.

3 Islamic Calandar and Salat timetable.

4  Islamic goods: Azan clock, Sajjada (Musalla) Qibla compass,
caps, Etc

5  Distribution of Quran, Quran recorded on tapes, and other
video tapes.

6 General information and consultation services for firms and
individuals.

7 upholding and propagation for the cause of Muslims
I Some Comments :

1- Not anti-Islamic but lack of knowledge and general misconception
about Islam such as:

a- “Quran-and-the sword” / ‘four wives”
b- Islam is rigid anti modern, fanatics, oppressive

c- mostly looking through “European Glasses” of anti Islamic
crusades.

2- Lack of intelligent response from some Muslims :
a  Emotional response, historical reference to the past glory

b  “unrefined “research / academic explanation\

20



3- the deeds of Muslims / Muslim societies vs. perception of Islam

a following “the Quran and Sunna” in a wise perspective make
good Muslims

Totality of behavior creates the image: that “Islam is a way of life”. It
must command respect from others. If you succeed in getting
respect, you succeed in Dawah activities.
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Summary
Islam should be presented with a logic appealing to every nation
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1 — Fatima a Japanese Muslim presented Islam in a recently published
book with Japanese logic

2 — Moulana AbuAla Al Moudoudy according to Prof. Abdul Kareem
Saito presented Islam with Indian Logic in a book we published in
1964

3 — Dr. Samarrai and Dr. Siddigi asked AlHaj Mustapha Komura to
present Islam in a Japanese logic. Here we are presenting the article
in Arabic and English .

4 — Al hamdu Lillah more and more Japanese Muslim scholars are
doing the job excellently , Ahmad Suzuki , Prof. Yasir Kosugi ,
Ahmad Maeno etc....
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Dawa Series in Japan
Edited by
Prof. Dr. Salih Samarrai

Salihsamarrai3232@agmail.com

Several dawa conferences were held in Japan. Moreover some
dawa papers were prepared by Muslim Scholars in Japan. | am
presenting them in serial numbers.

9- Japan and Islam
By Hajji Mustafa Fujio Komura
Prepared by
Prof.Dr. Salih Samarrai

salisamarrai3232@gmail.com

Introduction by Prof.Dr. Salih Samarrai

Al Haj Mustafa Komura was an eminent Muslim. He is more
than sixty years in Islam , helper of Omar Mita in translation of
the meaning of Qwran into Japanese , author of voluminous
book on the history of Islam in Japan ( Japanese ,translated
partially into English ) and together with Omar Mita , and
Abdulkareem Saito he was the spiritual father of Japanese
Muslims . being an old Japanese Muslim , | requested him to
introduce Islam to his fellow Japanese in a logic suited to
Japanese mentality . He wrote the attached paper during his
short visit to Saudi Arabia round 1985 with  Brother
Abdulrrahman Sediqi. They wrote this paper together. and
translated into English by sister Zeba Komei and into Arabic by
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Dr. Salih Samarrai. The paper published in Islamic Center
Journal " Assalam ".

(1) Religious concept of Japanese people in present days

It is well known, that both Japanese Shinto since the
ancient time and Buddhism which was transferred from India,
China and Korea thousand and a few hundred years ago had
been widely spread among Japanese people who had
earnestly worshiped the two religions. In the middle ages,
christianity was brought by from Europe to Kyushu or West
Japan, but, the Tokugawa government (17" AC - 1868) banned
it in those days. Later the Meiji Government (1868 -1912)
admitted the freedom of religion and allowed Christianity to
spread again.

After Japan's defeat in the World War Il in 1945, the
worship toward Shinto which had been the spiritual pillar of the
nation was rapidly declined. Buddhism also isolated from the
real world because its doctrine was too deep and difficult. It
used to emphasize only formal or ideological sermons such as
funeral, ancestor service, ( Bon ) is religious celebration
equinoctial week, etc.

Under these circumstances and the age of spiritual
vacuum, many new waves of religion erupted to preach
doctrines which people can easily understand, and attached to
daily life, and fill the vacuum of their mind. One of them got so
much popular and is rapidly expanding to enter into the field of
political renovation movements through its religious activities.

What happened with Islam which is the topic of this
paper? Generally speaking, most of Japanese have been
indifferent, ignorant, or not interested in Islam. Going back to
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history some pioneers have broken ground of Islam in the
middle of the Meiji period, i.e. about 90 years ago. However,
since their preaching power was weak only a limited number of
people embraced Islam.

After the outbreak of the China-Japan incident and the
Greater East Asia War, it was discovered that a few hundreds
of million Muslims resided in many areas of the Greater East
Asia Co prosperity sphere, which aroused the interest in Islam
by some Japanese scholars. As a result, some people
converted to Islam and a number of Islamic books which had
never seen before started appearing on store shelves.
Nevertheless, the light of Islam had been put off due to the
defeat in the war which caused by shortage in food, clothes, or
accommodation and made people occupied only with daily
necessities and worldly matters.

Since 1955, missionaries of Tabligh from Pakistan started
visiting Japan every year to preach Islam all over Japan. At the
end of 1973, the first Oil Shock erupted and threatened the
daily life of people. They realized that the oil which is
indispensable for our daily life was produced by Islamic nations
in the Middle East such as Saudi Arabia. Then people suddenly
showed the strong interest in Islam.

Taking advantage of this golden opportunity, Dr. Salih
Samarrai who had studied in Japan since 1960, came back to
Japan to establish the present Islamic Centre, Japan, and
initiated the systematic Islamic Dawah activities. This was an
innovative incident in the history of Islam in Japan. It is no
exaggeration to say that these events became the driving force
for various movements which made the Japanese Islamic circle
among Japanese people. Of course, the road ahead is much
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far; there are still many commitments which the Islamic Centre,
Japan, has to fulfil.

2) How do Japanese people consider Islam?

How do Japanese people accept and recognize Islam, a
foreign religion, which has been comparatively recently
introduced to Japan? It is sad to say that until recently,90% of
Japanese people used to misunderstand that Islam, a barbaric,
aggressive and inferior religion, came from barren deserts of
Arabia. First of all, polygamy, prohibiting alcohol, pork and so
on. Also once a year, they have to fast for one month.
Preconceived ideas that Islam is extremely strict in
commandments or rules, clag into brains of Japanese people.
This stereo type preoccupied people's minds.

Especially, the polygamy which has been repeatedly used
as a means of attack for the anti-Islamic propaganda is often
taken as ithyphallic as if Islam allows or promotes polygamy. In
fact, this needs the clear explanation and remarks, which | will
describe in another section and skip here.

Above all, briefly saying, Islam may generally give an
impression that its commandments are strict with the
complicated rules and rituals. Therefore, most of people shrink
back at its entrance, back away from it or avoid it. It is so call
disliking without trying. It would be equal to the proverb that
“‘waits for a hundred years until Yellow River gets clean" (the
river is always dirty not to get clean for ever).

These misunderstanding or falsification were somehow
brought back by those students who had been dispatched to
learn the advanced culture of Westem nations later had
accepted and had been brainwashed ideologically. Even after
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they returned to Japan after their study, they were misguided
by Christians to believe that Islam was a barbaric or vulgar
religion In fact these brilliant elites wrote many textbooks and
books to be spread widely.

This is the reality of the prejudice carried since the
beginning of the Meiji Era to the present time in Japan. It was
been the general tendency apart from a few exceptions.

The second reason for prejudice is that most of nations in
Middle East, Asia and Africa had been colonized by the
Western Powers and subordinated under their control. The
majority of them left themselves to the exploitation of the
Western nations or were not fully independent. Therefore, other
nations jumped into conclusion that the religion, that was
worshiped by those under developed people who were
culturally or economically inferior, must be an uncivilized and
vulgar religion. They despised and fooled Islam from the
beginning. In other words, They concluded that since the
Christian civilization is superior to the Islamic civilization the
former religion was also much superior to the latter religion.

It is one of the major reasons that they could not spiritually
afford to contemplate about Islam calmly or deeply. This
unfavourable trend has been corrected along with the change
and progress of the objective time and the aspersion or slander
has been dwarfed, however, it would take still a long time for
people except a few number of believers to respect it as one of
the three major religions in the world.

Briefly saying, in the sage of Heise started from 1989,
while there are not many people as those who used to look
down on Islam immediately after they heard about Islam in
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those days of Meiji, Taisho, and Showa (1868 - 1989), there
are not many people in total who proactively embrace Islam
Since it would need a certain amount of pages to explain, i will
do in another occasion. While scholars or researchers are
increasing, it seems that, they may hesitate to enter Islam due
to the feeling of distance in order to follow and adjust to the way
of Islam as a perfect Muslim.

(3) What is Islam?

What kind of religion is Islam? Islamic Center, Japan has
published a lot of introduction textbooks or practical manuals
that are easily understood by beginners. | recommend you to
read them. Islam is generally translated into “peace” or
“chastity”, however, they are not enough to explain. In
summary, it is based on the teaching to surrender to Allah, the
only one God, obey Him and pray for peace. In rather hard
saying, it teaches us the righteous way in the world and ethics
of human life from every direction and field. While it may be
obsolete to say, aside some part, it is strangely very much
similar to the Imperial Rescripts on Education that people,
irrespective of age or sex, used to recite before the end of the
war. You, readers, may try to read and compare both for proof.

Leaving the profound and ultra-hyper doctrines such as
difficult Islamic theologies or philosophies to scholars, or
researchers, the revelation of the Qur’an, the Holy Book of
Islam, teaches us how human beings should behave or the way
of daily life, the guideline or direction and also the practical
code of life which fits to the reality. It also shows how a society
as well as individuals should deal with others, how to negotiate.
These teachings of daily life by the religion that was initiated
1400 years ago, still goes for the modem times in which super
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advanced science and technology are being developed day
and night, without any contradiction. Furthermore, the
population of Muslims is increasing all over the world, which
gives the clear evidence.

(4) What is anti-Islam? Or misunderstanding of Islam?

In comparison with other religions like Christianity or
Buddhism, there are many differences in Islam. The most
distinctive character is that it does not worship Buddha or the
cross. In short, Islam is not idol worshiping like other religions.
Then, what does Islam worship? In one word, we worship only
Allah, who is only one and has been omnipresent in every
space from the beginning of the world creation, whom we
cannot see by our eyes (it is called Gaybu in Islam) , and who
is omnipotent, and we also worship Prophet Muhammad, a
messenger of God, and believe him of as a prophet of God. On
the contrary, it is against the teaching of Islam to worship
someone or something but Allah.

As | mentioned above, unscrupulous people of Christian
countries in the West, intentionally spread negative and
distorted images of Islam which are far away from the true
picture of Islam. Recently, many people realized its mistake by
themselves, or were taught by others, however, a certain
number of people still stubbornly despise or looked down Islam.

These people often mention the polygamy which | quoted
in (2). They misunderstand in extreme cases that Islam officially
admits it or rather promotes.

What about the fact? Some of learned people realized and
corrected their mistake, however, they could have understood
the reason if they studied the truth in the course of the history.
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When the teaching of Islam was enlightened to the Arab world,
they often used to fight with pagans or different ethnic groups.
They had rarely experienced peaceful times and suffered from
wartime conditions. Therefore, many of men went to battlefields
and also many of them died there. Their wives were left
widows, suffered from earning bread and became badly off.
When women lost their fiancé, only the way to save them was
the protection by marriage because there were not social
welfare systems or facilities as we see in present days. Islam
puts the strict conditions that only the husband who can treat
his wives equally without discrimination, physically and
financially love, and take care of them are allowed. Therefore,
ordinary people except riches or royal families did not have
much to do with polygamy. In the present Islamic world, there
are not many husbands who have plural wives. On the other
hand, in the first stage of Islam, the polygamy was the effective
and necessary means for people to increase the population as
many as possible, as we did in Japan during the wartime with
the slogan,’bring forth and increase”.

What about in non-Islamic countries? Though they may
keep monogamy on the surface, they give silent approval to
keeping a mistress or a second wife. Japan is also not an
exception. In this sense, Islamic countries are more fair and
forward-looking.

All the misunderstandings have been earned by the
people who were brainwashed by Western Christian countries
during the Meiji Era Once you understand the cause of the
misunderstanding, it will melt way and ordinary people will
understand clearly.
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Also regarding Ramadan, it is not forced to anybody. Sick
persons, travellers, pregnant women or children are exempt
from fasting. They will resume once they clear their problems
and fit themselves to fasting, for example, after travel or
delivery, recovery from sickness. Islam does not force
everybody to keep fasting.

Islam has flexible approach toward all aspects of life as
well as fasting. The teaching is very flexible and
comprehensive. Once you know Islam, you will easily
understand its characters.

95



"okl 85 ali Al
dae |
) sabead) (53¢ lla ) giSal) ML)

Salihsamarrai3232@gmail.com

Mt "

dadla
e 38 (Ll 8 Lol il painal (o apal) die s
O Sy el GBIsY e JLUll (8 saliadl slalall
A sl e il Juduily L e
Ol (B aSdl 3 geal) (i siad e lala) cilide -10
| st )5S (o e s 2]

kurasawa@rikkyo.ac.jp

dzal e
bl 3¢ a2
Salihsamarrai3232@gmail.com

96



:QA\JAM\ @LJA Jgasal) dadia
(e \.@.’k‘—\.\k C'_i..‘g.ci ¢ aubull uAAS\ J;i_i ‘;Avu.n\ cAAE GA Caall 3 yralaa 53
2 2=l 3 alaall LM sagl) Adaa

(p1999 ) 21420 biae)

- 43841

& eV olad YL 5 sl sl e Capail) ) 485 s Caags
Oxibll) A8 paad AUl Bladl Jlhe W) 8 3l L cps Ay gLl
8,50 ) V) D) Ce Al 3 e i gl Al Ao laia ) Al YU
2l Jlee Vb Gl aay oS! Ll b i dpalad cail g 826 e S 53
ol QL) ALalSiall Apaddll 5dd | cpblll il JI@Y) e
JE) Gy 8801 7 iy D) LIEY Tas age i) Jasis o) 5iaY
& psealld Al LU 8 dalial) A slad (g2 Juadl (il e dlagY
o 3 o Cpaluall juals Cpaluall 4355 0 g 23LGY)

S sseall delaal Gilse — paill (DL LG Ay il
el Jae ¢aluY)

97



dadial) -1
Al ) i g Jlae 1/1

Mol alladl eladl area 8 lad ) cansSy A3 2af 3,a9) Gl (8

sl e S A Ak sale 3 ) peay (22a)) () sigall agd (ay) (palisall 22e
Gl A Gaaliall 2sa s 3y of V) LGS saaidl LY N g A 6Y)
B (21984 ¢ yiubs sinhy) "adal) Aol ) M Gialll (s eha s
A Claall dpmd S 4@ Gle) pall o YW any A ) )
iy G Al 5 Gl (A dae sSall uplaall (8 Glalusall GldUal) 43 55
Go OB ST Al JBY) Jase ¢ V) (278 U= 21996 (i sl) il 5
5oy 2] agh Ul 3 cpalud) bslaay bl sl @l
suile A IGS aise selaie Baa¥ LS UL 2 WD) aas o) Juadl
Ol ae A3l Aadlall 558l L)) Laia) (1 22l 3 alas 2L LYY) (Matsue)
Ol ¥ A O ale 125 UL 8 Sl axe jly el B g AY) dessidl)
e K (sl Laa a5 Ladd (ysale 0,1 Aty Hady ALl 138 8 cpalial) dae

o) A Tas daie 23V Uil A 13l Jslasll ) el

3Soh ey eldial shie e Al ol jlaialy 48 )6l o280 Jglas
Jshie e 3oallll agh s Sl 138 Cargd Anelaia¥l Jalgall e oLyl
b DY) aaiy Alatall dialal) Glli 5 (A1) dalall il gall Al j3 5 g

AL 138

98



Gl dagia 2/1

Sl Gy Aas Ul Adeall U AE 0 oda 4 i o) gl b
4w A (Phenomenological) 48 aUall 4ay jlall aadind Leild a3l
Yl (aige e dale ddiay il daad Al S0 dae LaiaY) d0ul)
Aalaiall Clel il s dpaddl) cllaaddl logeae Lok Silas aaii 4yle
A sseal) bl delaia¥l @ gl mua gl @lldy JLLH aaisall
ClElall s celaial¥l AUl (1) op dwd) Vs 4330 e S il
alls S bl o sede US55 el QUaill (2) Jaall b Al
by Al My il olad Cpeleeall elaia¥) Jelad) (3) s_AY)

o) olad ) giall 3 jalda (he B S
250 a dalall cul ) gliall g Aiad) AaepalSY) Bl 3 el e Yo
ez pal) el lieY) b AT maall Giagel das dal aadi
Gad oding 38 Laa ookt dnline 3 JEl o) J5ll e 2y o) A
5waidall 4350 oda (8 Gld pay Sl el Gl DA e LS

55z Leall BB o ol (Al SVl (G (gaitl) Sail (iany 3 J gl
AllS

99



ALl Gl sl -2
Skl ggds Jil gl die L 1/2

d 3235 Juay 8 4Dy o 56l Jilgl (B QLG mld ) SSY) Jeay o
e A Gl e B cpuall A8 Al daleadl (8l a8 a8 ge
Qalad a3l 5 ubis = A uall e Tas A 3l UL clls 13U i il
il ol eodll (B oL o cleedsl cpela i B Cpas SN
SISl S RSy aeal) (IS5 gl cppeall (e AR A et
oo Uiy i aililll Jas 38 Gtiadaall (o jlmall Gila e 453 5all ALl
Sl Cpmall (B Cpaluaalls 18I B (5050 Ly agd) e a2l DY)
3] 58S Al izl ddlye & (21988) |ysesS sihuas S35 Al
Vs s mriagils (36-9 Ua) Wiie OIS adans ol (e a2l Sl
gl 48y e ol o (e 0S8 Jaadl 23l bl 53
&) ables il iwa J) ol 5 26 (1433 — 1371) (Cheng He) 2
OIS 4l < Sh a8 UL (8 )l S e DB ) W) A gl 3 5al) and
Ay il Gl yie) e @il e Lo

Bl et ok g Tlas o oY) el (8 Gl s Lt
il Cun Ll (358 gy AT Ay (il sa s ke Jie 2yl 3S) i
Al adedh J 5w duall g 4 all dae ) il caud)

Ol dldl Juat¥l IS e Ll GL8 st ) BBly) Jia
S O Y Al e s sadl e ) sy A A peall 5 Cppalesal

100



&) e aalall ¢ Al dia ") VI Al Cangil 288 By CilS L) Caila
Oabiaally Hilaall clalY) AulSal o JB Lae ¢ e aulill o 8l Caatia
Lo A< s ) gomy oDl alladly Juai¥l 7 5l ) calds @l

Ay ) UKl YA (e M) Ao Gl 2/2

Oe QHL @lis 21868 ale 4 (Meiji) e yshl ¥ oS balxinl as
dax i JA (e Al A el JBal (B S eleay Glay g A 5al) Al
Go Lk sy 2Oy e A el (b Jidly s AY) Jiluglly i)
S5 5 Gamall ClLUS s CWEe JDA (e ol 380l e il gl o2a DA

A&V Ll N1 5 yiaiall gy

& OIS el allall a5 i auldll ¢ Al 8 ADluY) aai g agh o)) V)
& oald Jha Ay V(e 8 s s el SIL e e i)
Sls Gl A Jeay ) Slw¥) s lexial) eyl S3 Ll 1
gl € il Ll A "sagll cpall Melale" DLdY Loyl e el
A a5 01291 — 1096 (e Bl (& dpdall Saall ) LS 21986
oY) sl a3 L)) el g <ol 821492 ale Sl =l
LaSY) LIS (e de gene clld day Cpatul s WD) olad daal SIL

(058 Baal s 3l daladll

Lo sl & Sla 153 (21920 - 1864) (Max Weber) sus oSl &l 5 3l
Gl Y o Jst LDl saulally Al ates i SUL alSY)

658 53 ) o Y sk Al 43 W) s 5 (S A8 (8 jeda sl (g a2 )

101



Al Gsina ol A o laall o A gana |38 Gpt ) aglals Y
Aelaall G gl Clalall ae 3l sl adll (e A saae ) Jsad gl
b LS daal s il by ol 186 (1974) i gls i€ a1 4 el

Lo Ll J8Y) o ol laal) 8 Uad Lol Juy ol dgas o oS4
sl Jdgias il Lyma G J1) Loy OIS &3aYU Jas Jila 5 Lo jia
ol WA (o jladll aaiaall &) paall slall (u€ad Gt )l daplia alizad

.(172 -171 Ué) "Q.-g)\;.‘d\j ;\);_..45\

) LA g (paleall Jga g 3/2

Cia 3 UL 8 WD) 3 53 Ol Ly Dl il Jusdl 5l ¢
e ) (Ertigrul) Josda ) S il 4 panl) 48l (3 2l 4 ge dhala ie
s yf 8 S 5 (Shikoku) 58 sSad 5 s (e il Sl (ki) S
ooy spnl s nd e gl o 8 A1 b L) ) 81aa dage b
Goe Lala G pdgiall B ) jall maml WS 5 ) (Torajiro Yamada)
S laly e 5 el )l dead A8 ol i) g ccllia 2MuY) Buicld Al
o 1S (21909 ple (8 gal) Ay b (535 (Slba plase sl L 85 S (53))

(+1988) 153058 (21980 ¢ s sy 50) 2D Ji 5V (paiguall
55l g Yl ALl (ans sl Ll 5 L5y (e pabsal) Sl Jgemy 22y ¢oS1
(Kobe) (258 (sanae 208 o35 QL) (8 dalisall A 0lal) 3 5K5 238 (4 aily])
Y Gl oass @l e 550 21938 ale S5k 1935 ale
SV 5eS dlacl Gohay (Jue (el Jia) ) ¢ salusall 1y Lanic

102



dalise ghlie 8 Ll g il 5 dpedluy) cllaliall sa lea g b () ()LL)
QL (e

(Meiji) saa bl eyl oS saleind Ko (Ul & WD) LB &
AN 55 ) el ) S dadli (S o) s

she il o al Al 8 a3y Glie] s Gualuadly bl Juaiy) (1)
LY el e Qi sae i) 5l eda JMA oyl ol il
U g omall Y laall Gany aad Wl e a2l o cdald (pralia 15l oSl
Aokl sl ablall

Ogalusall Hladll dalisall SIS ¢ 535 (o AV Gaalusall y Ul o 538 (2)
(i Lonigh 51 apdy ) Gl 5 Ciyes S A1) aigl (e
g O3l si ) g salall s ¢(Kobe) (S daane ol (B 1 sacla
Ll ciela 4a )l Lol il ) aalialld | €k daa il
oSy el g Faadlay) bl gy i b Al sl i€

b a5 Al e Sl Al gy "l el s ) Jla” 3 i) (3)
DY) e il sdiall g G gaall maadiy ((saled) Lol a) ol 5
Ll y cladaiall alaze da o3 Cojall 22y daulin mllas Gaal

Gl Ay Gladaiall Gaadlis coall aa Gaaliddl aasll o g3 (4)
— Opalisall dllal) Aoyl Jie aBay) asee ol dusiadl Galul e L) o2
cilalial Edalady Ul — Sy Soalls «(MSA Japan) ol

103



(08l Gaabiaall Aol 53) el Gpabsall Al oL a3 XS 55l
Ui e glall ddaud s Al Al ) ol 8l dea 55 55 558 o2 J3UA
e oy el QI 5 Sl shaall i iy Jaad JUL olus blle 545 (Mita)

Y Cpalle GG A Ol

Leaabia Lo Ll U 5,890 ol i) 85508 alachy cpalisall 3 aa (5)
ORI (e ddlinae ghalie o dpadlaY) Clabiall 5 dabual) Cldladl ¢ 55 (e
B I N R SVEQUE I SN NN | G2 I PN XN EVENRTGA PR DY
gl e 8 Ly Tala) T80 o sl Bla) asa sl aal dl 3LLY)
Codll O g alad¥) cuilal) o) el Jai I gl bl die
Y e il s Gaalualh Jlaitl dadie dia b 4l Gagl SUL
e o)) Cilfge ¢ ) Al et bl Culadl Lol 4Dy 48l
Onalusall €ild pai s (3AT IR (e 2y e Dlala clebbhail clac) ¢ ja
Ol agie ilall Lagpad;y opadudls cldla o Tal il 1 lSH ¢ g
G Al A aay (aldll agalh B 5SEl agal GLL B0 sl
A BLEYL agiin @l e il Jilug g Gk gkl o saling ¢ jlie V)

A3l o2a (e 3 5aY) 6l 3aY) A o sadll da g o Al s2a

Ol (i ga g dpclaia¥) Dl e T eaiae 1o pais ) cdgll g
&Y Gospa b (¥ Gasadll 4 o Syl ey Lagee cpall (e
Ay AL el Apnall 3y al) Gacay SULY el | Sl s

oo 55 e Byl il aall Gars 5 GLL

104



Cpdl) (o il gall g Ao lata) i) 3
(Syncretism) dua jaiall dgbal) cilafinal) G (528 931 1/3

(13 — 8 U= 1963 Skal) Cllall saxie adine 4y QU Daay
S Vaal N JSE Gl By (41992 Sl 21964 1 selSU
sy il dEeY) Gl eLdY) e B (zal) shall dsa g sliieY)
i A gl (g KA elial atiy &) G ¥ s Juall gl a S e il
Allall Lelaninny A (Taaas ST oS3 63 ¥ 5 ) JBall Josws e
S o Aliadl sda ey Apaall Aaball ujlae A sl
OB Aagall B 5 (A S D) Jilu g ddaul o Ldss 255 (Hari-Kuyo)
Clainall 238 ey sk 3 (Shinto) sidl) cawall Gl La¥) ol

(351 U= 21964 | ) 5aSL) il aa jlha] g aginde & Aol 5 Y]

Aaie) alY LY il 8 alall o8 Jill A ol calas 3l 43 5
A Al gl e a4 g Ulgall ld d3sall 85 Apla g5l (8 Gunlll
Vsl gAY oY casst s il Qs e S 5 puall (e Lo
Jal e A3l cudige il muaals HVepall daesall il leally gl
5iie s A€ zlde JS5 3 DY) B3l Comadl (3l g ans Al
oseall (B Al LUl maay gall aad AL A3l 8 Alile Aclea

(233 — 208 U= #1992 ¢Ske) O8I AL

105



Ostle 91,65 ¢ sidll gLl e (sale 102,2 535 2 5y LilianV) 4l (4
(#1999 Al 4kl H gl Lhil) dalise clibal ol (sale 10,7 5«53 52
DV & Sl JISH sl Canca ) gl edgd  Jlea¥) aaall Juay
& Shsball eams ad e aenadil bl ey G Coatuadl el
Y5 ek ¥V cndlls il dewt gl SI (GuSal) f) SIS & gidll aladl)
Le Wle agild cpall e aglisw die s VAN abime 8 cpea oo Y L8
e e i il bl ol Wl | i) aaelaiil aals ¢ gua () si
o Ol Y Ol i Wl DB e dsaallS L) e
I3 Lgabara 8 0 sS5 ll) VLAY g usahall draal o V) e sall agila
OIS Y S (S Y (Al clalaS Y1 il LS oy Jaal
Lall sl (omamori o sebesl) caldsaill @lial bl del
Y Jal e Qllal) sl cpall 23350 AN ulaladll (e Aleall 5 ad)
Oy s aiaall 5l Galls TES Gl e Y (Goriyaku sSbo# )
S e i gall 138 Adlide Cililia b Adlide ClaEina (51350 2 cay)

il Al ol aaley Adle a1 s g1 8 (e Lol

Cpall Oe il 839 i 3/3

GA (A G paiiall ) alghaa¥) @l S0 @l L anbld) Adial) 8
(‘;‘5‘ ("@%S‘: élla.! LS "QM\ M\ 3lilaa uamg" ‘USLA ).JA.G @La.uj\
Wiaally ol yieWld dhaall all gl bkl ‘_; Al g 5y g Ll gy

106



i) o lanll sda a8 Lag y3 _L@JJJQAYBUL&AJQLLAAJ.A&@J\
el elaiiy olad Loadle a8 0 225, (Y 5L

OsSwdyy il ddle K (Takugawa) 1B SE 2 JDA LG 4
188 S 55 Ailaie 288 Ly Jh by B0l sill) g ) 8l sl
DLAN s oS il agieall slad 7 giagll ade U ¢ elaial) alaai) e
dxall (o AN il slady Gl Jlay | SULD adll danally oSSl
Lasdiy e 8 Lambie dime Jie 5 sediall (SLYL panall (i & (5350l

(88 il afiaall Ji e Ja lee (S5 5S 58 (8 sailali sdl Sl
aig Al gall dpans yl bl sl el age skl el aSa Balaiul ey
dgb gl Lol alin WS skl e sabe o an)ll ol cla)
Oxllll Aiie) e il (V! Al oolSwlSIL GlaYl s 4 ki)
8 Aay el amy Lalad laal) @ yas aib Gl ay all dgn 8 uailly
Agall ey 4y lely bl Yl L gl slal) 2y A Lddladl (o pal
Cpall Jaadl saaal) AS jall Jl Gy (Lsieal)l e 1 3alall) "anlll Bas g
Ley alall Cilsns pall mrn (o cpally Aliaiall Jilesdd) JS el 5 bl e

oolaall ey 3
S e (LUl = £1A1 3.4

Gl G5l saaall Qe ol olas Lile 1,58 a sl ¢ silill) ek

o OES s ol e O agdl i)l (Bl Gl G e s

107



GY) Guay addaall Gl Al Law 4 dlead) gota gha)
Al slalia e S 8 st Al Glal) o dile) yall

OVL e Lo alal plinia agleay Lo aglsie 3 i §18 2 g Gl
(Aum Shinrikyo) sSiud ol Jie Ll clatied) e 4l 30040
Oe Ly ULl sda Jid (2asVE (1995 22 sl 1ol Hhail) b e

Al e s ol ag N ela )l e J sl i de )

oAl Gl B ol e e 35dle M ) B Gl Sl Gl J s
el Alall ey e e 4l UL i) () saud AWISH gl
— 2l st Akl alaadl QLS Layy Jleall alasiVly Jlealls

(1993 Al Adli 55 ll) "aa ¥ oo Aliaall AdlEAY) Al gagiy - ) all

Aall VWY cllleally eld Db ST IS8 ang sl UL il
e e JLll dal s dxla g ,ll Aald s Gpall 4 oall )il g el U
L) Aadall 3 ) sedie Gy g5 (1964) 1) 5aSL mala i a5 Jalil

S S

agic i 1l dalladl)l dalill e s palall allall Jsd 8 ¢ snllll ey "
34y ) odgd | lia ganl (pe Yau Aol waal) ElaaY) Je ) 3 gl &

Alall et ddaadall Cilaalh dalsally Q) e S5 ) &l 8

AL Allall (35 3 sa ga o sl Bl yie V) (b yig dallas dada (o alLal)
(350 u=)

108



sl Jad e S as ) L) 8o s aaiag s 5 ) s pDlY)
Sl ) agdll e Slzb (5 jeall uall claiall

Sl (i) 0l 4
Al 5,5 4.1

@ A S el 8 Aale 3 ) gy oDYL agl jra are ) Al
b e Gl JU) Jaa ed S e AblA 5 gea YA alaee
b ) |51 () (S8d Chae Auls 8) LA g sl o Gamdls

o) e adll) Asall ) sall | 500K B e

Ols (el I slEl) coall ) seny S o 1 el S1y dilie (1)
Sle i) ol Sy A Sl B leall Aol gy Sle IS0 aE B WY
Al (A cadl s B QLA B ) sediall 3 lally () gagitn g DY) (Slic)
" AY

ol amas Al o Lad aa WOl o ey cgalgdaial s G e (2)
Ol L pleall cuila ) sl (8 e et 33all elal e (Cpabisall)
o aball adSaty galglacal aily 4y snall saladly agd ll SH LY
31 yall

-

i gl e raladia e 5 Caaie 23V 5] Lmalatia it 5 uania (3)
Cmaladl s Balall  jans aleall 1g e a8 Lag U caelad) o el

109



el B ey Vg dal S e eaadng 38Y) Suan (s el

ahiy Al AE Glgie Guay SY) O by il e 5 o la (4)
A8 sl aelelay ¥ Unas Lid il Jia dalag ¥ il &) aa s ol
oo odll) aagll y A3l by Al ol 8 Gk WYY Ol Ail)

ALY o slall G el

Jal ey las Bhla as agd eow gl & Hsall oda gl bl
aal padd (ol b Al pay A8l oda 8 Lede AlaY) oo pld jLaidy)
DU e A peal Ldi Y Lo o)) aabin 2L & jeall s
Go Wl Gl seode O8O Rary s aee e Y) Rl
Sl eSS ol asE o oSe G e paad

okl dpelaiay)

dsadl) il jal) a ghati 4,2,

5 aa g 43l 3 5 pually i Y oBled 3 S0l 2V (e dalall 3 saall )
gl Bl 5l 8 dpdadill dediall oy Lo o) LaDlaYU 4y el (Sl
220 5 Lag iy D) allall agd 355 mm ol 58 5o il ciles
Jsall (8 agia I a cpdl) dgoal) A2l 8 Tas Sl il (e
bl il Tagie Sale axdiiy cpfalll (e aal) Caiall 1368 daadY)
kU Laad) agall Jal (pe 4DV Cilaaiaall b

110



slale Calli e 2DV (e Ay el (SN e aS dae i a3 Y b
) il G i) Gpalesall o 51 G aall s ol (e O Sy Gl
Sl sl 35 55 Aaal s Gl Alls abadl s3a 1slalad gLl 8
led st all e S (many cllia Gl Aaadall ang (K15 5508 8 ) gacas
Sl 3y WY e LS 3 pa i a sl (Gand) 2 Ll 3358 e
dpa gill J8 Apad & b ) oo (5 sinall Cuny e | gea g 0h Cpalial) el

Ol 3ale 5L

5a ) il gl 8 iy a8 L) 3 Cilaala) (e Taae Gl celld e 3 0le
3aal) LL\\J)SAM AT SN LV PRTIFY W c.q:\;.d\j 4a\a4l) oe &y e e.ms;
B 5 opall AR de peneS SVl O] painall o L Sale
Crralinall Al "sladl o glulS 3L (5 Al 5 Ly ) e laiaV) aUaill
) allal) B a8l gl g JEAl (y B sadl 5

k) cladiaa) walis 5.9

adlad (s 53RN Beadll s agdl D) Allall B el culall o
Ob (1974) ki a2 a s 4Dl Claainall 8 sball adl 55 2Dl
b Lo B By semr X o (S alusdl)

Jaall ji oeoail)l cuded Aol i Vg ccawsd 3aec gl e)w:‘)f\ Qi
Labai) Lol Loagl Jady (puilaie (K assly dilasy) Jilcadll e ooy il
Agiads 3 kis Algas Ala dse il Ulsie Lelaial Lk Yale

111



Al ALl G (e i o3 JSE Asad) Al Sl sy sball

(9 U=) a3 5 (5 sinall 4n) e (e g Al

OS5 VA [any g sl 5SS A1A5A & ) AiadluY) Ciladinal (o Ay
O 1S 5m O Gpabiaall agal) ey L s ool JS (A 5a pe fsnd Als (8
Sl el 1) Tan 48RS OLY) claaisall 1B A% UL e

Jalll 1ags daadaY)

Aadly) Jsall 8 Slad 3 alid) ol Jsa dlall iy @l il
Lbull 3 geall vt o Sy Enaall Blall & DY) day dll gadail
Gat By shall (g jleain) dlglaia¥) e sl€ 2a 4B Jsalld | joS aa )
Dshiy oalall LS 55 5 haall e sa Gun il (V) bl 08 Ay 2l (5 4l
o Al iy (Gl sall 038 (e a5 DY) i) Baa Sl s

oY) allaty ) (8 oo laia¥) andil

JSE A a0yl 1550 g2 o 2Dl adaing al 4y jleaina¥) 5 il A
O ) Argd ) amilSa 5 Ay gon g LSLe Lingy )3 s 2Dl 0l
Ladie JUll Jus e o onlonll Sl 555 3 Sy | alall 8 Ly aial,
Al s a5 A1 CEN (e 235 Candly () galesall i
Al maal g V5000 a8 (1067 ale dlazy & Gaudi) Wl il jall
@ Opd Oea Gligae b Jially aadaal) 8 dpensi JISY) 5 Al
SN il 5 el Lawie |gla 8 2D 2ns 38 4l edsd (Cheng He)

112



LIS A (e ala) Bale) (e 2y Y 4l GLIKEYL lia 2Dl ol
Cuaadl Glll 8 adolie Gaadail Aauliall Qi)

A yrall ey Jsa alall Canll e ndill Aadluy) Ciladall Cucdl )
Y oaslall JalSlh Gla¥ls Aolall el e laVl L3yl adlad ae dpalal)
o amat Sl o ani @lly e Yoy shall 8 5 pull s saladl ey
Dl s b gl Ay dlie e dajidl dlaeWl @lldy ol Llla
358 Gai ey acliY Al Sy Tlee U WSVl

A sl g Aalall Bladl Gy (51 5 A sl

FaaS) il gall () g Ay e s 5.2

il Ul gf) aSle W) il DA (e SUL el Walaly 3l ALl o
L) dagall Jilosall Jsn w3V) Ciige o dpadal) Jsall e (Alaas sl
¢ JAal duw b Al3005 45 e Ale ) JhS (el Gaglaa 3lad
s gale 3 ) gmy Calidy Ol pal 88 g O 2a caainall A 3] pal) AS i duiad
Lae ¢y gl gy yal) ASLaall f (Ll 4S ja Ua gad) liasiladl (a8 oo oo
AgaDla¥ ) Ay ) (Bli) Jsa Gl G S (amy ) (505

aerdlal 7 i dahls 43k Ulal gsasiy ol 8S cualiall ol Jidl
Ol dann lee Dbl (o0l La el Cpabilll ) Aladd) agdlile
oy Adlide Glusis e Opelaall (e ddline Bl A6 e Gl gdie
1Y) (1968) s 2 suls

113



Logd 3 8 () O (imar daad) Claaine LaalilS Lunasi i) 5 o yaall o) Ll 13)
) BOLEY) i sed alus il lad (Als IS 8 Sl (e 10/9 (1 ST)
Oe Ll (6S Ladie sl afiealld | (Legiy 4l 4l a8 agilida
(18- 13 (=) Adle 38458 (o ST Aala 5.8 5% ol il jhms

5o sharg ) gmon o)) Cpaloall Aanilly agall o (6% DY)l dpally I
Aalladl 2B Ay Ja3 e 3€ yally Gl g dasad) CAEUAY) iadl Sl
it Al 2l Jie A eliaad) A gl Al S o) JU8l a2 Sy ALl
) s A

O (b Gsdiry i) (palusal) Zilad 5.3

Al g S aliadll @l g Jlie ¥ b 3al ity o3 Gl Jlaal
Lisily oS ok Jie 5 Sl Gaall (8 ol () salusall dad g OLLD (8 s
o Ll Oseal s cle Te i 308 Legd Al sl Cus (Nagoya)
Osa 08 bl b e Gy aaall B3l el s 8 il
G Gpaluaall oaagdh bl e s e Vgnsal agd¥ (S5 el
@ JSLie (A Gy GlS 5 33lall ¢ a5l agality plaiall GlSa o lly
oo Lty Adhaiall 3 A gl e 5 gem agll b aedlill 5 staal) cLaY)
sl it Ky 3l Calalll (ge Jilid 3 Jad aay 5y Siall clllal)

oS da )y
T Timy 1 5i€) 8 Rina B G el iamy ol lld e 550

sl el 8 al) il bl gy a3l s i

114



sdd Jio o) Jsdll e SE g By Sia B gar Gilaal) bda W3le W) Jilug
o Ll V) gpabiall 0 3B (e Gl Ll (e a2l JlaeY)
O QU ) el Y Y G 8 Sl el ) seall
cilblaall YA e Aa) dallas Jow Sy Jiluall s3] dulun (5SS
o A5 4335 dpadd 15 phay () Caalusall e ) Gl i) a8l A ge )
RY) Jars Gdshe 5 Guisas Gpal sias Guelaial 155 of BDa
) sla (8 TS Jas A pasl il gl maa gl (e el
Ao gl s pdall pali Claasil) alana 8 adl lldg (UL A daclaial)
LY agaddlad aad Cpdll Graliadd) e oty YD sda Jie L8 e
LS Alaip¥) 1aa Jie ) Slelalll 03 ) gaa e g LY A oSl iy 5 pliall
e Oshilaa aa g paluall Jlad 2D diiad adiy Y Cpabusall Gy of
aise Ay s Gailll ae 4035 A83le y ohail Sl g5 S | 5233 () pflalial

AradlY) llEl] (38 5 agilalaa g dpclaial) Sl lelal

X5 adAY) & Sy Lo i3 g 4 ghunal) (e g 58 b Cpalusall e Ll
Ao pumy SLLN Cndlls LY 5 LaluzaiVl g due ] gall 483 5le ) e g algia¥)
O 3oke O saluall axiivg Ladie () guary d8dall 85 (ailiadll 03¢] 3 08
Jus dla e Wge onSay di e Osie Vs Lo ooy peal ) i ") oL
ag) (o 5 Adapa) d@all 8 sala 3 ey Jalil) Gpalisall e cany ALl
peal A o Al ()53 ARdall (8 agld ) el 0f 3 le ) seddiuy Ladie

) 3l Aalaa 3y gea | sty O can agdl

115



ob iy agdane ae S 156S ol Osabiadd) Jslay o) (TG
S maagly agilllae & e ST culee s 4die T 155
Li€ad L (8 Juadl 3 ) semy agid Jol o | grandly O () salusall apkaiay,
ol ) Sk o

(Nagoya) Lty duilasl) daalall (3 (o galusal) dallall Cllda @ A5Y) Al
Uit e call adly cllalill Co i lae lealadiud agd 46 ¢ (auadl
Clalidly aladaa¥) | saiaty ol | shual ¢ el 138 8 5 ) sdall | galla Ladic
By el e B dans xS a5 siall A gidall Aalisall 3 1kl o
agd Ced ol plidll b agiDlay Akl (aMA) e slgseadl
PR 5l 43).0 dxalall

Osabusall Ll uaill ¢(Chiba) b 3 AT dasla 8y 140001 Alal)
Cll gl Gy e Y eldly elaiiidl Gilaeey clebeal) w3 b o
dpad Al Conpal a8 g el Jlee sl 25 g a2 aas  (Slalaall)
libeall (s 3 Gy sl e i of Axelall o 815 duls
o Aaalall e il il Al (e (5 SN sLaad) caiadl 43 Y]

Al 0S8 o) Jlialy 0 daradadl Gldlaall prea 8 Clidle] aus
Jsd a3 Glaleall ol Jlaatia) eilildl dllall uiaty  Aa dliae aleal)

Ll il 2888 o5 g ) yEY)
s e cpaiblll JleeY) Jla ) Guila (e el 5 (5 1S Al ellia @l
pandly edall 33a el Lime clelu & dal ) 5 iy Cpaluall (il

116



G Ay Jaall 8 LS L) g b Y a8 ALl Jead) iy i
ey Sl Gy ey dlee Lo 4558 DY) O Ve o el
Al deld) L 0S8) elazdl delu L8 33l s of Lalad (Sl

(33 ol 93y

S T L PP I B PP P NP [YON N gl =gl P VRN
oaldll Sl e Ll Loy sl Ll 451 S8 DLl a3 (48 Balaly el
B EIPJ R I P IP IYPR U P  PYON N ([ WOOS P IYON N (R P
sase b ol Ak 8 alia padd o S ) ALl delSY)
O sesiall elalall S daa jiall Jlee ) e 1ilis ddled ST & craal
e sl Jlaw |C) Lhil) @lan daal sl gagasall eV sl Jie
Lol Cisin e o) Al dga ey A3y 5Y) Aalll (S Sl (53505408 (1995
pa e Ghiad  aelatall can gl o) @l adad 4 IS Gla aaaf Laiy
il ¢ 3l Juzadl 5 ) gemy ol

LAY 5 8 gall 5 dpad il el 8 Juati odle Lgles a3l Lalaall o)
&) 4aniil dulia 3k alal s il ADY) Ay b ey ) il
(g sel) Lalaall Al cldlaie

3508 5 gean 8 oo Ll s Tax dad ) gag B ) ) s el
ansll e Juill Jeall 138 610y 4ndiy s agale 5ol alu )y Ju )l 45 Jas
Gaiuy Janll 13g8 Al ASaal) 5okl Judl Glld 3 peddiiae JuSY)

117



O a1 535S O (aty () e il il () 525G 03 e Tols Lol

(9 =) Lol a5l 138 61y Asudial) A8l GRS e Tas
dualia ol sale .6

e laia¥) s Ao )l Jal gl (e Lasl 5 lada i 5 48 ) 1) 028 8 il gla
@i Jalad o Loal &5 LS ULl & 2Oy olad 1558 caaa gl 3
o Lle leldai) L gl 4 — calh 3l Gpelisall S ) (il sall
Oe Al e goall s ClaliEuY) aay aodaiodg Al g (eddl) B e
3_'5,))]\ XYY () gaaa

Lis Zogall 4aal) L) shall ajad dalall (8 2SY) a3y Yl
Wasll (Ibid) (oadual L 281 Sy e Gl aladin) ae i )
O dsis M) il 3as g Ao S 4y ) Al 58" aladiul leall
W) e () gaaliy Ledey Jadh (oalaal) oda dA8ay (53580 o 08l e SV il
(11 U=) Lo Alaiall i gall 5 (ulill dlaall slall 8

Clelalld cpabusall yu 5 Cpaluall o IS S oo all 2 sen dun g g LS
Ciladall 5 dxaiaall cllalinll o Al ) clelalll 3 clila jeall 5 e laiay)
o2 Jiad  apall gl paiuly leadhatis Leaas i &l daladll
aall Cpalisall Toadl (S  cpalisall (p orainall ) grill ) 3a3 caldaliall
Lans elaiD 3 S (a8 e Jsaanlly 3508 5 em | s o QUL 3

A e et agual Uiy 5 alusall aaiall

118



Co Aladll aaleiad 3k LI Vg of cpelaadl e caay (LG
(Aald 2 gas iVl any (3) )5l i) Al Al SY) el ¥ (g 50
Sl gime Cand Al 50 lila 5 oSy O (B RS 5 dal e
s Al g S5l LSl 8 Lyl sl Lee 1385 ) sall 022

(U ) seanll e gl B ) gaas 2Dl aaaEl Aagiall

Gl 5 il i ga s )l 5 Cilasdia palaii gAY 5 BN G g el
Kars  Slabaiall (G Jial il pandii Cang 93 508l 5 4d el il &) Al o
Al iy LS sacbaal]l oluy) il dudlall sl Al Jaty)
Gn ol Gl pally Glegleall ol Ggladll e aaadall sala &Y gl

) s dal e gl 8 4ol cilaaiall Calid,

Ll o gl o LU olad pdagy Loagl () salisall (6K o cangy Lisala

S50 oy (dead) (0o VA abara 6 Las il ) a3l dpalall
Adlial) o8 ) oliiay) cdl 8 40led

Jila g 5 )& dgal sal Sleljal 1sa% o Ll ppaliadl e caay Ll
oo bodiall Ll QU dow e 2Dl e s ) dld) 2dle V)
e Al AS aladin) () Gaa Sl Gkl Sl cala Y
Jil V) aladind Says Al 4iill iy g f gam sl Ala I3y 5 Al
Sl w3 e asll Alled Bilu S i) gl ccaaiall o) aae

Ll )Y dula sale UL 8 Canalld A jal

119



O (s ApadluY) cilabaiall ) ddlia) Caalisall cp Jaliall acall g () slaills
u\.iaw\o&)ﬁp@

U gala

Lol (<15 22 5 seall e Jaid AVl Y 3 seall 3l ) galusall aaiing 1
AT i g Asasall LL\L.AJ\.AAS\ &.sj‘; @;ﬁﬂ\j Slieaill Llac L Hlie
@\)M\AL}MJ'BJL\’JSMJ}S\

Aie 8 41009 ale A D e ol saalie da i Calsall Caagil 2

(Xia'men) (eles (e 188 2 ¥ Adal

Faa ) (il el (5 s ) jEall g sl GBS Ul Jas e kil 3
Caniie 8 duaje o) V) asdedll g Ayl B ) 5 a8l sAll 21995 (alladl
(Cheng He) & a&d Ollaa #lad oDl o ccalgall saald LS () il
i) (b Calall E300 5 ludinY) ie 5 Laluse S 45y DY) allall 8

alie 43l dale 3 ) gy 48y nall

oty Lend s 21938 e candli UL 8 (5l ddlay) ddad 1 4
il LS (DY) allall) anly &y jed Chad Alna i il o))l
dle da (¥l s5al) anls Asie g Alse LB Aa AN 55055

21938

slosy Jshluedl JEI G (5621 — 572) Ssisd ¥l aad 5
(A5l Ll e 8 alaa) (i S oS el el ol 43 5l LLA (Yomei)

120



dé Gl ) clias bl oI5 gLl el maess (SLY) e S b
aad 8 Sy dlle Ju )l Ladie 2538 ale 8 Taaady <l @lly e (8
O ) ) slaa 5 13515 a4 581 3 0 3l

(sl a0 Al (gl i A il dale () Ll dasiiall Ja))

Lia 2l Y1 G cpall e (daad 5f) Slas) e a8 Y A Sall o) Lay .6
O3l S5 J8 e lgman &8s Al cilabaiall L S oY clallae &
gl Ml s AN nd) Ol Jiad Chae Gluls aiey Calzall A6 a1 7
ok Oseoy 1518 Al (W 60 sn) Gesap S dayn (5 sl
agih yra (5 siuse 48 pral (Y] Allall b addiaally cpall) ann blal
a e 3 Al DY) e Talgiind Y bl sl o) LDyl
Alais e sana b Leusi yi elld g Lia

et B 4 Jaa)) Dhill ae e lege gledlal Ula jee a8
sps daall (63 el e ol agll 34y JEN) aamY) e s (Gliaey
O en i Ange 5 gem Loy JiaY) sy ((oSe¥) sl (B el A
L) (8 el aaadl Llad)

s1aa)

o5 48 55l o3 Laal  cpalll i) el Al Gadal Sy o sl 25

121



il gall 450 5 el

A ,leall bl Hall &\.«3;‘){\ ?k' il oA (Kurasawa) ) gll oSy giSAI
andi G 6l 8 Jaza g ¢(Aichi Gakusen) Ome SIS Sl dxalay aadaall
O — ) Sl Al (5380 T s

aise sl o Lead 5 punlae o ol g ogamgall 138 15l )5S Al e
b "l leas Alsd st — LU 8 OLY) LA o) (IGS)
_suile 4 21999/09/05

21999 e (53 sue AT Caadd

122



10- Social Constraints of the Call of
Islam in Japan

Syed Murtuza Kurasawa

Reprinted from

JLSJY\

The Journal of Islamic Guidance

Volume 3 Number 2 Ramadan 1420
(December 1999)

123



THE ARTICLE

Social Constraints of the Call of Islam in Japan

Syed Murtuza Kurasawa

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the causes of apathy toward Islam in Japan. While taking
into account the historical context of the Japanese acquaintance with Islam and the social milieu
creating a negative image of Islam, the paper focuses on three major social aspects affecting the
development of Islam. However, to the Japanese, the importance of deeds is far greater than that of
words. Demonstrating integrity of character and gaining acceptance and respect among the
Japanese are important for the propagation of Islam. The paper suggests some ways for promoting a
better and amicable attitude toward the Muslim community and Islam in Japan. Da'wah (albeit
meaning invitation to Islam in the original sense) needs to be directed toward both Muslims and
non-Muslims.

Keywords: Islamic encounters, perception, social constraints, call of Islam, da'wah work.
1. Introduction
1.1. Scope and Purpose of the Study

Islam is gaining momentum in recent years throughout the world. The number of Muslims (including
new converts) has increased remarkably in many European countries as well as the United States of
America. The increase of Muslim presence in the West, depicted by some researchers as
“transplantation” of Islam (Dasetto and Basternier, 1984), has apparently, in some cases, increased
cultural conflicts, like the much publicized issue of the scarf worn by female Muslim students in Paris
public schools (Yamauchi, 1996, p.278). Nevertheless, the overall positive effects are by far greater.
Direct encounters and the proximity with Muslims also foster a better understanding of Islam The
progress of Islam in Japan, as aptly noted by the organizers of the IGS Conference at Matsue (al-
Irshaad vol. 3 no.1), lacks impetus, compared to other advanced countries of the world. Japan has a
population of 125 million of people, but the number of Muslims in this country is estimated at 0.1
million only. This leads many Muslims to ask why the growth rate is so low in Japan.

This paper attempts, in brief, to investigate the issue from a sociological standpoint by focusing
attention on the social factors. The purpose of the research is to comprehend the phenomena with a
wider perspective and examine the general (and universal), as well as particular aspects related to
the progress of Islam in this country.

1.2. Methodology of Enquiry

The paper, while referring to the historical process of the Japanese encounter with Islam, employs
the phenomenological approach to examining the ensuing social milieu, which makes the Japanese
in general apathetic toward Islam. Subsequently, a theoretical analysis supported by personal
observations and readings on the Japanese society has been presented to explain the social
constraints of Islamic call (or da’wah)' by focusing on three broad areas: (1) the social system and
human relations at work in this country; (2) the value system shaping the Japanese perception of the
cosmos and the afterworld; and (3) the social interaction of the Muslims vis-a-vis the Japanese which
further aggravates the phenomena of apathy toward Islam.
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Instead of delving into academic jargon and scientific maneuvering, the paper uses simple
language to present the arguments keeping in mind its broad-based readership. Needless to
mention, the discourse is mostly theoretical, which may necessitate further investigation through
empirical research in the field. However, this brief paper attempts to stimulate some critical thinking
in the area hitherto left almost completely unattended.

2. The Japanese Encounter with Islam

2.1. Japan beyond the Early Advent of Islam

Islam did not reach the Japanese archipelago in its earlier days. However, it had already reached and
secured a firm foothold in the eastern shores of China as early as the beginning of the twelfth
century’. To explain how Japan, being so close to China, remained completely outside the folds of
Islam, we may cite two crucial historical reasons.

First, medieval Japan was preoccupied with learning from China and India. The passion and zeal
to learn the Classics and Buddhism from these two great civilizations, presumably, made the
Japanese less inquisitive about Islam, although they might have come across Muslims in China or
elsewhere. Mustafa Komura (1988), in his voluminous work, cites many such examples of the
encounter, though some are of dubious nature (pp.9-36). To illustrate the Japanese indifference
toward Islam, we may, in passing, note that the Japanese are familiar with Cheng He (13711433), a
Chinese Imperial chamberlain and admiral, for his expeditions as far away as the Arabian Peninsula.
However, few history textbooks in Japan, in contrast to the Chinese recognition, mention that he
was a Muslim®.

Second, Japan in those days lied geographically far off the major trade routes and outposts,
namely, Malacca and other Southeast Asian seaports where Arabian Dhow and Chinese Junk vessels
traded merchandize. Islam was actually introduced into Southeast Asia through the direct contact
with the Muslim traders and the Sufis who came to this part of the world. Japan, besides being far
away, followed a policy of “seclusion” from the seventeenth century onward until the middle of the
nineteenth century, thereby minimizing the possibility of direct encounters with the Muslims. Japan
thus remained almost completely out of touch with the Islamic World.

2.2. Exposure to Islam through Western Literature

With the Meiji Restoration in 1868, Japan gave up its isolation policy and ardently began to
introduce Western knowledge through translation of books and other means. The knowledge about
Islam, similarly, found its way through such indirect means, that is, through the discourse and
writings of the Western, and for that matter, mainly the Christian, academia.

However, the nineteenth century perception and presentation of Islam by the Christian world
was often highly prejudiced, and in some cases malicious. To cite a typical example, the Spanish
colonial admiral arriving in the Philippines carried orders from Europe for containment of the
“preachers of doctrine of Mahoma (sic), since it is evil and false” (Kurasawa, 1986, p.99). The
Crusades of 10961291 and the Spanish La Conquista movement of 1492 had, without doubt, heavily
tarnished the European sentiment toward Islam. Latter, an array of unfavorable academic writings
on Islam continued for several centuries.

Max Weber (1864-1920) left a tremendous impact among the Japanese academia with his
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erroneous interpretation of Islam. He explains that although Islam emerged at Mecca as a
monotheistic religion, it did not develop into an ascetic this-worldly religion because its main social
carrier was a warrior group. Hence, the content of the Islamic message was transformed into a set of
values compatible with the mundane needs of a warrior stratum. Bryan Turner (1974), in a critique
on Weber, writes in clear terms:

This aspect of the Weber thesis can be criticized as factually mistaken, or at least grossly over-simplified.
Islam was, and continues to be, an urban religion of merchants and state officials; many of its key concepts
reflect the urban life of a mercantile society in opposition to the values of the desert and the warrior. (pp.
171-172)

2.3. Arrival of Muslims and Development of Islam

The direct contact with the Muslims and, possibly, the first conversion into Islam in Japan occurred
with the unfortunate incident of a Shipwreck (in the Kii waterway near Shikoku island) of the Turkish
navy vessel Ertigrul sent on a goodwill mission to Japan in the late nineteenth century. Torajiro
Yamada (who visited Turkey to convey condolence for the deceased of the shipwreck and,
eventually, embraced Islam) and in the later years, Ahmed Ariga, Omar Yamaoka (who was, perhaps,
the first Japanese Muslim to perform the hajj in 1909) were early converts to Islam (Morimoto, 1980,
Komura, 1988).

It was, however, after the arrival of the Turk-Tartar Muslims from Russia and Central Asia at the
outbreak of the Bolshevik Revolution that the Muslim communities were formed in Japan and the
mosques of Kobe (1935) and Tokyo (1938) were established. Furthermore, in recent years, when the
Muslims (students, businessmen, and workers) started arriving in larger numbers, we find a thrust
toward Islamic activities promoted in different parts of Japan.

The history of development of Islam in Japan since the Meiji restoration until today, for a better
grasp of the process, can roughly be summarized into the following five distinct periods (or stages):

(1) Direct encounter with the Muslims and the conversions into Islam in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth century. During this period a few Japanese had embraced Islam, but they remained
mostly covert, although we find some isolated and minor attempts toward propagation of Islam.

(2) Arrival of the Tartar and other Muslims and growth of the Muslim communities: Muslim
traders from India (the then British India subcontinent) helped build the Kobe mosque; and the
Turkish Muslims, with the cooperation of the Japanese people, built the Tokyo mosque. Besides
being symbolically Significant, the mosques also served as permanent bases for the promotion of
Islamic activities and education.

(3) Propagation for the “co-prosperity sphere” by the Japanese government and the initiatives in
the War (Pacific War) period promoting research and publications on Islam for political expediency:
After the War, most of these organizations and their activities were disbanded.”

(4) New arrival of the Muslims after the War and establishment of the Muslim organizations:
These are either nationality based or Pan-Islamic, like the Muslim Student Association (MSA Japan),
the Islamic Center Japan, for da'wah activities. The Japan Muslim Association (by Japanese Muslims)
was also established during this period. The Quran was translated into Japanese by Hajji Omar Mita,
a revered Japanese Muslim. Leaflets and books were published to introduce Islam to the common
people in Japan.
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(5) Influx of the Muslims in larger numbers in recent years and corresponding growth of the
Muslim communities and organizations in different parts of Japan: Lately, these Muslim
communities all over Japan are attempting to promote Islam.

The Muslim presence, today, is creating a positive as well as a negative effect on the Japanese. To
state it simply, the positive side is that the Japanese people have a greater chance of encountering
Muslims and learning about Islam and the Islamic culture. On the other hand, the negative side
implies the possibility of implanting an attitude of rejection by giving wrong impressions about Islam
through the manners and deeds of the Muslims either as individuals or as a community. The
Muslims, especially the Muslim foreigners living in Japan, need to reflect on their own character,
keeping this in mind, and develop ways and means to overcome it. We shall refer to this issue
specifically in the later part of this paper.

For the moment, a brief account of the social environment and attitude of the Japanese people
toward religion in general, and Islam in particular, is sine qua non to any further discussion. The
Japanese Constitution guarantees religious freedom and the people at large are quite tolerant
toward various faiths. The history of religious development in Japan, nevertheless, presents some
unique features.

3. Social Milieu and Attitude toward Religion
3.1. Religious Syncretism

Japan is a society of religious amalgamation (Anesaki, 1963, pp.8-13; Nakamura, 1964; Miyake,
1992). Basically, animism or a belief in the existence of the anima (or Spirit) in all things, forms the
core of religious faith. There are rites to pay homage to such spirits of the mountains, the land, etc.
Memorial services are performed, for example, even for the needles (or the spirit of the needles, to
be exact) used by apprentice students of traditional sewing schools. (The event, called hari-kuyo, is
reported by the mass media almost every year). The indigenous Japanese religion of Shinto actually
developed, by incorporating such animistic beliefs in religious dogma and framework (Nakamura,
1964, p. 351).

Buddhism introduced in Japan in the early seventh century, prospered by not nullifying the
Japanese belief in anima. As a matter of fact, the Mahayana version of Buddhism adopted from
China stressed altruistic love, relief of the sufferings of others, etc., but did not put much emphasis
on daily practices of the religion®. People became interested in Buddhism for salvation. In the course
of time, ancestor worship in the form of family altars for departed souls and the family communal
grave were incorporated into Japanese Buddhism. After death people become deities in the
Japanese perception of the cosmos (Miyake, 1992, pp. 208-233).

3.2. Ambiguous Adherence to Religion

Statistically, there are 102.2 million Shintoists, 91.6 million Buddhists, 3.2 million Christians and 10.7
million believers of other miscellaneous religions in Japan (see Japan Almanac, 1999). Together, the
total number reaches almost double the total population of Japan®. It is nothing unusual for the
Japanese to regard themselves as Buddhists and render prayers at the Shinto shrines as well (or vice
versa) to receive the grace of god. The people do not show strong allegiance to any particular
religion in most cases, and upon being asked about religion, often whimsically deny having religious
affinity. Adherence to confessional religions, like Christianity, remains low.
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The people, thus, may not practice religion in daily life. But the importance of rituals and
ceremonies (which are mostly of religious origin, but considered now as the custom and tradition)
cannot be denied, nor the Japanese knack for possession of the charms (or omamori) for good luck
and protection from evils. Religion today, therefore, is used mostly for the divine favor (or goriyaku).
The people are not much concerned about which faith or creed they belong to. They may venerate
different faiths on different occasions. Such an attitude toward religion, obviously, is not an
outgrowth from the blue, but is reasonably relevant to the past history of religious experiences of
the people.

3.3. Experiences and Memories about Religion

In the Japanese mind, memories of religious persecution of the Christian converts in the
seventeenth century are still fresh. The tales of suffering of the “hidden Christians,” as they were
called, have been widely narrated in the modern writings and novels. The confession of religious
faith brought undue hardships and sufferings. Such experiences might have led the Japanese people
to assume an ambiguous posture and become non-explicit toward religious affinity.

During the Tokugawa Japan, the common folks adhered to the Shinto-Buddhist syncretism. Under
a monolithic cultural environment with high emphasis on Social harmony, being inconspicuous about
religious faith was a prudent option for people. The example of Shinto shrine and Buddhist temple
lying side by side within the same compound at famous places, like Miyajima Shrine (in Hiroshima)
or Dazaifu Tenmangu (in Fukuoka), testifies the popularity of the syncretic belief.

After the Meiji restoration, Shinto was made the state religion, and “Emperor worship” was
institutionalized. Ultra-nationalism and belief in kamikaze (the divine favor) were cultivated, which
fostered the Japanese belief in victory at the war front. Events, however, changed completely after
defeat in World War 2, The divinity of the Emperor was abolished and he was declared the
“symbol of the State and the Unity of the people' (The Constitution, Art. 1). Under the new
movement of separating religion and politics, matters related to religion were removed from all
public institutions, including school education.

3.4. Ensuing Religious Vacuum

The Japanese people today exhibit a general apathy toward religion. The younger generations have
not been taught about religion, either at school or at home. Instead, the people are cynical about
religion and, in many cases; look down at adherence to a religion as the cause of evil, such as the
backwardness of a society, narrow mindedness, and interreligious clashes occurring in many parts of
the world.

Therefore, a religious vacuum exists mentally, making the people Vulnerable to the so-called new
religions based on cult beliefs, like Aum Shinrikyo, and others (see Aera May 22, 1995). The
attraction to such religions, however, grows out of a desire to attain spiritual satisfaction or peace of
mind.

A German pastor living in Japan states, “More than the sense of religion in the Western
transcendental meaning of the word, Japanese people seem to have a rather aesthetic and this-
worldly approach to the religious realm. Beauty and aesthetic harmony may be the guiding
principles of temple and shrine designs, and beautiful ceremonial environment seems all-important”
(Japan Almanac, 1993).
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The Japanese people today, undoubtedly, fascinate more about aesthetics, ceremonials, altruism
and this-worldly benefits of a religion, namely, the spirituality and the mental calmness through
meditation. Hajime Nakamura (1964), a renowned researcher on the Japanese philosophy and
religion, aptly explains:

Japanese are willing to accept phenomenal world as Absolute because of their disposition to lay a greater

emphasis upon intuitive sensible concrete events, rather than upon universals. This way of thinking with

emphasis upon the fluid, arresting character of observed events regards the phenomenal world itself as
Absolute and rejects the recognition of anything existing above the phenomenal world. (p.350)

Islam is a confessional religion. Development of Islam in Japan depends largely on social milieu
receptive of the confessional faith as well as the true perception of Islam.

4. The Japanese Perception of Islam
4.1. Negative Image

Along with the common lack of knowledge about Islam, the Japanese people in most cases possess
an erroneous image of Islam. For example, portrayal of Islam by the university students of
baccalaureate level (at an explorative brain storming session) depicted, appallingly, the following
images7

(1) Militant and coercive: That Islam promotes war (referring to jihad). And that Islam expanded
mainly through the military expeditions and forceful conversions into Islam. The oft quoted phrase
by the students was, “the Qur'an in one hand and the Sword in another.”

(2) Strict and repressive: That Islam enforces taboo of one thing or another and compels the
people (Muslims) to perform five time prayers, fasting, etc. Islam denies amusement or pleasure of
life, and is repressive by putting women under strict control.

(3) Fanatic and intolerant: That Islam is radical and intolerant of pagans. That historically, the
Muslims have destroyed temples and chapels (of other faiths). Muslims are narrow-minded,
promote hatred and do not hesitate to employ terrorism under the name of Islam.

(4) Rigid and unprogressive: That Islam enforces cruel punishments like flogging, amputation of
hands, stone pelting, etc., and does not treat even the minor defaulters humanely. That Islam
enforces antiquated laws and negates modernization and progress arising from the advancement of
human knowledge and Science,

These images are, of course, misapprehensions and factually wrong. For the sake of brevity,
responses to them are not listed in this paper. It is, however, assumed that anyone with some
literacy in Islam shall be able to dispel them. Disseminating knowledge about Islam and the Islamic
history is important. One target group for that could be the high School teachers involved in
teaching social studies and history.

4.2. Development of Islamic Studies

The general image of Islam stated above does not necessarily signify a dearth of informative books
on Islam. The so-called oil shock of the early 1970s made the Japanese painfully aware of the
necessity to understand the Islamic world. Gradually, a number of researchers well versed in Arabic
language became available. Many of them have studied in Islamic countries. This new breed of
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researchers usually employs an approach of direct investigation of Muslim societies for practical
perception of Islam.

Lately, a large number of introductory books on Islam by Japanese scholars have been
published. It would be unfortunate and pathetic if Muslims eager to propagate Islam in
Japan ignore these sources, which for obvious reasons have greater appeal to the Japanese
people. However, it must be noted that some undesirable books are also available in the
market, disseminating false images of Islam. To propagate Islam, the Muslims are advised
to look into the contents personally before recommending any materials to the Japanese.

Further, a number of universities in Japan have recently started offering courses on Islamic
culture and society. These new courses usually aim at presenting the Muslim society and Islam as a
totality of religion, culture and social system, or in other words, Islam as “the way of life” of the
Muslims.

5. Gap between Ideals and Realities in the Muslim World
5.1. Backwardness of Muslim Societies

The sad aspect of the Islamic world today is the perplexing gap between Islamic teachings and the
realities of life in Muslim societies. Muhammad Qutb (1974) explains that a Muslim may righteously
assert the following:

Islam is not a mere creed, nor does it represent simply an edification of souls, or a refinement and training
of human virtues. But it is rather a harmonious whole that also includes a just economic system, a well-
balanced social organization, codes of civil, criminal as well as international law, a philosophical outlook
upon life along with a system of physical instruction. All of these are flowing from the same fundamental
creed of Islam and its moral and spiritual temperament. (p. ix)

Nevertheless, the Muslim societies today remain conspicuously backward, and in some cases are
getting worse with decadence in almost every respect. It is important for the Muslims to realize that
the Japanese people are perplexed as to why Muslim societies are so backward, if Islamic ideals are
so noble.

Pertinent explanations about the belated start of research in Muslim countries to apply the
Shari'a (or Islamic law) in modern context can rectify the negative image to a great extent. Muslim
countries, after the nightmare of a long colonial subjugation under the Western powers, are
awakening to establish their own distinct identity and heritage and develop new institutions (the
Islamic bank is one such example) and incorporate “modernization” or social advancement within
Islamic injunctions and framework.

During the colonized period, Islam could not play a direct role in molding the shape of the Muslim
nations. It slowly became more or less static and lost the dynamism and stature it had in the past.
For example, in the Abbasid period, when Muslims placed emphasis on research and learning from
other cultures as well, the Nizamiya institute of higher studies (established in Bagdad in 1067)
flourished, and Islam served as the most progressive force in the society. Similarly, Cheng He's
expedition records show that he found Islam in Java as refined and progressive. Islam, therefore, has
the potential but needs to be re-vitalized through exploring the ways to apply its principles in a
modern context.
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Islamic universities have been established to encourage research on integrating the knowledge of
science with the injunctions of Allah the Almighty. A blind pursuit of materialism and unabated belief
in science do not ensure bliss and fulfillment in life. Instead, we find miseries wrought upon the
world today by over-dependence on the rationale of overproduction and consumption. Islam
suggests an alternate course for humanity to pursue by imposing restraint and recommending a
balance between the material and the spiritual well-being.

5.2. Conflicting Message about Islamic Ways

The message that the Japanese people receive through the mass media (or whatsoever) from
Muslim countries about the Islamic standpoint on important issues (as per the Japanese concerns)
remains confusing. For example, on the issue of the women's participation in the society, the stance
taken by Iran differs remarkably from that of Afghanistan (specially the Taliban) or Saudi Arabia,
leading to some skepticism among the Japanese about consistency of the Islamic law.

Similarly, the Muslims as individuals sometimes mistakenly explain their local ways and customs
as Islamic principles to the Japanese, who become confused getting different messages from
Muslims of different nationalities. Clifford Geertz (1968) aptly explains:

To say that Morocco and Indonesia are both Islamic societies, in the sense that almost everyone in them
(well over nine-tenths of the population in either case) professes to be a Muslim, is as much to point up
their differences as it is to locate their similarities. Religious faith, even when it is fed from a common
source, is as much a particularizing force as a generalizing one. (pp. 13-14)

Therefore, for the propagation of Islam it is important for the Muslims to study and understand
the Islamic principles and develop ways to avoid minor discrepancies by concentrating to convey the
universal message of Islam. The blind national prejudice, mentions Muhammad Igbal (1877-1938:
Indian poet and thinker), is like shackles restraining the development of Islam.

5.3. Examples of Muslims Living in Japan

A third area of consideration is the behavior of the Muslims as individuals as well as a community,
living in Japan. Today, Muslims in large cities like Tokyo or Nagoya, where the Muslim communities
are fairly large, are encountering refusals from the authorities to rent halls for the Eid
congregations®. It is not that the Japanese are malicious to the Muslims. Rather, they have become
disgusted with the discourteous behavior of the Muslims who wet the venue by performing wudu'’
(ablution) for the prayer, and also cause trouble in the neighborhood by parking cars illegally in the
vicinity in spite of repeated requests not to do so. A little compassion and care could have improved

the situation a great deal.

Moreover, the Muslims of a certain nationality have earned a bad name by drug peddling and
selling counterfeit telephone cards to the Japanese. The mass media has repeatedly reported these
incidents. Needless to say, such activities, although performed by only a few Muslims, causes
damage to the general image of Islam in Japan. The Muslim community in Japan needs to be more
sensitive to such issues and ponder upon ways to tackle the problem through da'wah activities.
Some suggestions for cultivating personal faculties and aptitude to promote Islam in Japan are
discussed below.

5.4. Developing Personal Traits and Good Character
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Muslims should develop an amicable character; that is, being social, humble, polite, kind and
courteous. To illustrate, alcohol is so much imbedded in the social life of the people in Japan that in
most gatherings alcoholic drinks are served. Should then Muslims with injunctions against drinking
alcohol keep themselves away from these social gatherings? Such aloofness, as some Muslims show,
does not serve the cause of Islam. Muslims, keeping their integrity, should find ways and means to
develop amicable relationship with the Japanese by inviting them often to Muslim social gatherings
and treating them in the Islamic tradition.

Secondly, Muslims should develop a sense of accountability, that is, sincerity, diligence,
punctuality, discipline and honesty. The Japanese people value these qualities and, as a matter of
fact, become resentful when Muslims use the expression insha'a Allah (if Allah so wills) in
accordance to Islamic tradition while making commitment but then display a non-serious attitude by
being loose about the matter. Muslims should seriously reflect upon the simple fact that by using
the above expression they actually make the Almighty Allah a witness to the commitment and that
they should pay utmost and sincere attention to it.

Third, Muslims should try to be accommodative, that is, more rational, practical, and patient in
their demands. It is well known that the prophet Muhammad (pbuh) was always very patient in his
approach and never made strict demands. To illustrate the point on how the Muslims can cultivate
better acceptance of their faith in Japan, we may cite here two examples.

Case |: The Muslim students at a national university in Nagoya had demanded a room to use for
prayers to which the authorities responded as unacceptable. Upon asking for advice, the students
were told (by the writer) to avoid head-on clash and pray at the open space available under the
stairs. After sometime, moved by the devotion of the students praying in cold winter, the university
provided them a room for prayers.

Case 2. At another university in Chiba, the Muslim students demanded toilets to be equipped
with washing commodes for ritual cleanliness instead of toilet paper. With lack of fund for sewer
works, the issue became a heated affair. The university was advised (by the writer) to provide water
taps and mugs in some toilets. However, to avoid displeasure and complains from the Japanese
students, the university was told to place notices at all designated toilets about the possibility of the
toilet floor being wet, so that the Japanese students could avoid using them, if they wished. The
suggestions were accepted and the alterations were made.

There have also been cases of complaints and displeasure voiced by Japanese business people
about the demand from Muslim trainees asking for breaks at exact hours for noon and afternoon
prayers. In a Japanese working environment, things may not be arranged as in Muslim countries.
Muslims should know that Islam, being a practical religion, allows for some accommodation and it is
quite possible to offer prayers during the lunch hour (lasting between twelve to one o’clock) and
then during the afternoon coffee break (usually at about three o’clock).

Lastly, Muslims should endeavor to be more articulate in the propagation of Islam, which is
cultivating the art of explaining Islam. Every language has its own rhetoric style and semantics. The
Muslims, especially foreign Muslims, should know that the writings of the Japanese academia, or
someone more conversant with the Japanese of way of presenting arguments, are more effective
than, say, the translated Works of reputed sages like Abul A’la Maududi or Ahmad Deedad (see ICJ
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Da'wah Seminar in 1995). Maududi, for example, wrote in Urdu addressed to the readers of South
Asia, while Deedad had in mind the Western educated audience. The logic of their presentation suits
best the respective readership.

The points discussed above are related mostly with the character, attitude and manners. In
addition, studying Islam per se and cultivating techniques to present it are prerequisites for any
da'wah activity. Islahi (1978) explains:

To call to Allah (da’wah) may sound very cheap and easy, but it is highly technical job for which Allah sent
the Messengers whom He trained Himself to perform the noble task in its perfect form adopting the best
possible methods. So this work deserves serious attention of the devotees to it who must be very keen to
learn the technique of this sacred duty. (p. ix)

6. Concluding Remarks

This paper attempted to clarify a wide spectrum of historical and social factors creating apathy
toward Islam in Japan. A critical analysis of the behavioral aspects of Muslims creating, at times,
negative impression of Islam among the Japanese people has also been presented to stimulate an
awareness of practicing the da'wah (including da'wah of self). In conclusion, we may draw the
following inferences and lessons from the contents of this paper.

First, for prosperity of Islam, the need to demonstrate the true Islamic life is important along with
employing the literature on Islam. Islahi (lbid.) discusses about the practical error of utilizing “the
agency of word of mouth as the only means of propagation of faith”. He argues, “The greater part of
humanity will admit the truth of these principles only after witnessing their emergence in the
practical life of men and the benefits thereof”. (p.11)

Second, da'wah efforts should, therefore, be directed toward both Muslims and non-Muslims.
Social gatherings, festivals, sports meet, community activities, study camps, etc., should be
promoted and organized with higher frequency for the purpose. Such activities foster a community
feeling among the Muslims. Converted Muslims in Japan can also benefit greatly by getting greater
chances to physically belong in a Muslim community and grow an affinity towards Islam.

Third, the Muslims should endeavor to explore ways for effectively utilizing the presentations of
the Japanese academia (books, research papers, essays, and videotape materials) for propagating
Islam in Japan. Study sessions may be arranged to examine the contents of these materials. This will
also help to acquire more proficiency in the language as well as the methodology for presenting
Islam more articulately to the Japanese audience.

Fourth, camps, seminars, conferences, study sessions etc., to disseminate knowledge and
experience should frequently be arranged and inter-organizational contacts should be promoted.
The WAMY (World Assembly of Muslim Youth) secretariat may be approached for necessary
assistance. Serious attempts should be made to promote collaboration, the exchange of information
and know-how, etc., among diverse Muslim organizations in Japan, for the development of Islam.

Fifth, Muslims should also be vigilant against disgraceful and anti-Islamic goods or literature (in
most cases arising out of ignorance) and be more active in drawing attention to the matter.

Sixth, Muslims should also take measures to counter the negative mass media reports concerning
Islam. For example, sensational reporting about Islamic terrorism or Islamic radicalism, where the
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use of the word “Islam” is usually irrelevant should be pointed out. Utilizing the letters to the editor
column of the newspapers, or the computer Internet, may serve as an effective means to counteract
such prejudices. The newspapers in Japan are usually sensitive to the opinions of their readership.

The cooperation and mutual support among Muslims as well as Muslim organizations should,
however, form the core of these activities.

Notes

I. Da'wah literally means call or invitation, but the term is used by the Muslims to connote not only the call to
Islam but also a process of adherence and promoting correct practices. This paper refers to the term in its wider
meaning.

2. The author had an opportunity to see the relics of a mosque built in AD 1009 at a coastal city lying not far
from Xiamen (Amoy).

3. See, for example, the high school history textbook Sekaishi (The World History) 1995 (No. 183/daiichi/se-B
551, approved by the Ministry of Education). However, the display at a museum in Taiwan, as witnessed by the
author, clearly attributed the success of Cheng He's expeditions to the Islamic world due to his being a Muslim.
Upon enquiry, the author was informed that the Chinese people generally know him as a Muslim.

4. Dai Nippon Kaikyo Kyokai (The Great Japan Islamic Association), established in 1938 with the Prime
Minister as its head, published a monthly journal Kaikyo Sekai (The Muslim World). The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs also published a quarterly Kaikyo Jiho (The Islamic Affairs) since 1938.

5. Prince Shotoku (572-621), the second son of Emperor Yomei, promoted Buddhism by ordering construction
of Kokubunji (State established branch temples) at many places all over Japan. Buddhism, nevertheless, had
arrived in Japan a century earlier in AD 538, when the king of Paekche in the Korean penninsula sent the
Buddha’s image and sutra to Japan.

6. Since the government does not conduct statistical Surveys (or census) on religion, the figures here are
aggregates of reported numbers by religious organizations and compiled by the Agency of Cultural Affairs.

7. The author conducted brain storming sessions with the 3rd and 4th year students of the Bachelor degree level
(about 60 students), who were taking an elective course titled "Religion and Society in the Islamic World, to
grasp their level of knowledge on Islam. Only the most commonly cited negative images about Islam are
presented here by arranging them into the listed groups.

8. Two important Islamic festivities, the Eid-alfitr (held at the end of Ramadan) and the Eidal-adha (on the tenth
day of the last month on the Islamic calendar, Dhu’l-Hija), are usually held with much solemnity, like the
traditional New Year festival in Japan.
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