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A map of Tang dynasty China circa 742, showing the surrounding
kingdoms and peoples.

(=4l ) source : http://depts.washington.edu/chinaciv/timeline.htm
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A map of Song dynasty China, showing the approximate borders of the
Northern Song in 1100 and indicating the area lost to the non-Han Jin
dynasty in 1127.
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A map of the Mongol empire, showing the Four Khanates and the surrounding
kingdoms and peoples. It was the Great Khanate that was known to the Chinese
as the Yuan dynasty.
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lin Weinuo, ed.. Zhongguo meishu quanji, huihua bian 2: Sui Tang Wudai huilua
(Beijing: Wenwu chubanshe, 1984). pl. 56, p. 111. Collection of the National Palace
Museum-Beijing.
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Abstract

Islam reached China from the early years of its emergance as a world religion particularly
during the era of the the third Khalifa, Othman Ibn Affan. Early Muslims became
interested in China especially so by traders and scholars. With the steady increase of newly
arrived Muslims to China, new Muslim settlements and quarters began to be established in
several places in China particularly in port, like Khanfu ( Canton), and the capita
Khamadan ( Chang An). Chinese early historical primary records show that the number of
Muslims reached more that one hundred thousands in the port of Canton alone during the
middle of the Third Century Hijra/ Ninth century A.D. In the following centuries, trade
flourished between China and the Islamic world and therefore historical relations became
more deeply rooted between the two worlds. China is civilization since antiquity where
peoples of East Asiaconsider her the cradle of their civilization and cultural heritage.

In the present time, Chinais looked upon as a growing power house in terms of economy,
politics, military and culture. Not only that, but it is expected that China will become the
most dominant economic power by the year 2020. It is reported that there are more than a
hundred million Chinese Muslims living in China now. This should become a motive and
an incentive for the Arab people to pursue knowledge about the political, social, religious
and civic situation of China’s Muslims. This is the time as the opportunity arises for us all
to build bridges for communication with China’s Muslims and to consolidate strong

relations with China at large.

Reasons why the researcher decided upon this study:

- Thelack of astudy in Arabic that deals seriously and comprehensively with such a
topic despite its utmost importance.

- To know how Islam reached China and when Islam hit itsfirst “roots” in China.

- To know about the early settlements and living quarters of Muslims in China and
how such settlements began to adapt within Chinese society.

- To know about various settlement quarters (centers) throughout all China.

- Toknow about the living conditions of Muslims quarters through China.

- To know about the political conditions and its nature between the Chinese

governing authorities and Muslim in China over the concerned historical period.
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- To know about the economic life of Chinese Muslims in terms of industry,
agriculture, commerce and other trades. And how Chinese Muslims participated in
the economic life in Chinese society.

- To know about the socia life of Chinese Muslims and their relations with the
Chinese society at large and how Muslim customs and traditions influenced
Chinese society.

- To know about the religious life of Chinese Muslims and how they maintained their
Islamic Identity.

- To know about the Chinese Muslims role in development of Cultural, intellectual
and scientific life in China during the concerned historical period.

The research consists of an introduction, six chapters and results. The introduction consists
of abrief look about the subject matter, analysis of most important research material.

The first chapter deals quickly with political, economic, social and cultura conditions of
Muslims in China before the year 131 Hijri/ 769 A.D. The second chapter examines ways
of spread of Islam in China during the abbasid era; like ways of commerce, scholars and
Sufism. The third chapter talks about the main Muslim settlements or living quarters
throughout China. The fourth chapter is about the political relations between the Chinese
governing authorities and Chinese Muslims through the Abbasids Era.  The fifth chapter
presents a study on the economic life of China’s Muslims especially in industry,
commerce, agriculture and different trades. The sixth and final chapter deals with social
life of China’s Muslims in terms of customs, traditions, and their relations with Chinese
society at large and Muslim participation in realm of science, culture and religion.

The research ends with results and recommendations for further studies suggested by the

researcher.
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