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among the particularly hard sayings of the Bible are those portions that
record large numbers, such as those in census lists in the early periods of
Israel’s history or in numbers coming from the battles of that nation in
her latter years.... Some numbers should never have been introduced into
the discussion whatsoever, for they come from modern additions not
found in the text themselves."
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Students of the historical books of the Old Testament have long been
perplexed by the high numbers which are met with in many passages

There are many other illustrations in the Books of Chronicles and
elsewhere. That some of these high figures are incorrect is beyond
reasonable doubt, and is not in the least surprising, for there is ample
evidence that the numbers in ancient documents were exceptionally liable
to corruption.’

1 Kaiser, Walter C.. Hard sayings of the Bible. Downers Grove, lll.: InterVarsity Press, 1996. Print.

20rr, )., M.A,, D.D. (1999). The International standard Bible encyclopedia : 1915 edition (J. Orr, Ed.). Albany,
OR: Ages Software.
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* Thiele ,Edwin Richard. The mysterious numbers of the Hebrew kings: a reconstruction of the chronology of
the Kingdom of Israel and Judah ..Cambridge University Press: University of Chicago Press ;, 1993. Print.
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The Problems of Old Testament Chronology 39

difficult to synchronize with the events of Assyrian history. It presents the
single greatest problem in the chronology of the kings and will be dealt with'in
detail later in this study.?

Only a few of the problems in the chronological field ha\e here been
mentioned, but they are sufficient to give some idea of the task confronting the
Old Testament scholar. The reaction to these difficulties has béen interesting
and varied. As far back as the third century » ¢, there are indigations that these
chronological problems were recognized and that attempts Were made to deal
with them. The Septuagint was at that time translated from the Hebrew. It
contains a number of striking variations from the chrondlogical data in the
Masoretic Text, variations that were introduced to make'possible a more har-
monious pattern of the lengths of the Hebrew kings' refgns and the syn-
chronisms.

In the early Christian centuries biblical scholarscontinued to struggle with
the chronological difficultics. Jerome wrote:

Relege omnes et veteris et noviTestamenti libros, et tan-
tam annorum reperies dissonantiam,“e¢t numerorum inter
g‘ud.m\ et Israel, id est, inter regnum utrunque confusum, ut

ujuscemodi haerere quaestiofx, non tam studiosi, quam
otiosi hominis esse videatur. 3,

(Read all the books of the Old and New Testament, and
you will find such a discord &st0the number of the years, such
a confusion as to the duration”of the reigns of the kings of
Judah and Israel, that torattempt to clear up this question will
aph;:ar rather the, mcngauon of a man of leisure than of a
scholar.)

The opinion of some of thc nwst careful modern students of Old Testament
history is that some accidental érrors of transmission and certain other mistakes
may have occurred insavorking out the synchronisms. However, these same
scholars believe that both the lengths of the reigns and the synchronisms are, in
general, accurate apd that the original data available to later scribes must have
been sufficiently full dind reliable to make possible the construction of a
chronology that is.néither fantastic nor artificial but basically sound.*

Anothéngrotp of scholars, led by Ewald, Wellhausen, and Stade, holds
the view that the chronology of the kings is essentially schematic and artificial
and that the regorded data are worthless for the construction of any sound
chronologleal scheme.®

A discussion of the main facts concerning the nature and reliability of Assyrian chronology will
be given chapter 4

Hierogymus, Traditio catholica, od. | P Migne (Paris, 1564), vol 1, Ep 72, Ad Vitalem
Patrologia Latina, vol. 22, col. 676)

“Soa Hobert H. Pleifer, Introduction to the Old Testament (New York, 1941), pp. 353-95,
Adolf Kamphausen, Die Chronologie der hebréischen Kinige (Bonn, 1583), pp. 57, Franz Rah),
'C!uunulog- der Konige von lsrael und Juda,™ Deutsche Zeitschrift fiir Geschichtuctssenschaft 12
AR5 4l

*Heinrich Ewald, The History of lweel (London, 1576), 12066.; 2.206., 2974 ; Julius Well-
hausen, “Die Zettrechnung des Buchs der Konige seit der Theilung des Reichs,” Johrbicher fur
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six hundred thousand This figure would yield a total Israelite population
.of over two million souls, a number that poses intractable problem*

*Sarna, N. M. (1991). Exodus. English and Hebrew; commentary in English. The JPS Torah commentary (62).
Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society.
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means approximately 600,000 “able-bodied men”.”

Ll @MW e 1 20 600000 ooy Vi

b Ol s

This includes all the males who could march. The total number - 600,000
of the Israelites should therefore be calculated from the males above
twelve or fourteen, and would therefore amount to somewhat more than
.two millions®

S ggudl lsf i) Jo sl S5 o Sy Vimy — ) s 2 A

JHly ie Tl ) e Ll 35 S0 sam et ) et a3l 50
08sdll g b 30 Jo Jiad Qs

: Fausset Jq2,

> Osborn, N. D., & Hatton, H. (1999). A handbook on Exodus. UBS handbook series; Helps for translators (299).
New York: United Bible Societies.

6 Barnes, Albert, H. C. Leupold, and Robert Frew. Barnes' notes on the Old and New Testaments: a practical
and explanatory commentary. Enl. type ed. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Baker Book House, 1949. Print.
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It appears from Numbers 1:3 that the enumeration is of men above twenty
years of age. Assuming, what is now ascertained by statistical tables, that
the number of males above that age is as nearly as possible the half of the
total number of males, the whole male population of Israel, on this
computation, would amount to 1,200,000; and adding an equal number for

women and children, the aggregate number of Israelites who left Egypt
would be 2,400,000.’

39 ol Jle b pols slasd) e 63 1 sl s e gl 52 \S) 2 e
D5 sse o) a Gy Ll Sl e aSlie VL8l o0 e e Ll
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That is, There was this number of effective men, twenty years old and
upwards, who were able to go out to war. But this was not the whole
number.®

gl ) p L Sy ol

7Jamieson, Robert, A. R. Fausset, and David Brown. A commentary, critical and explanatory, on the whole
Bible. Grand Rapids, Mich.: Zondervan, 18. Print.

& Clarke, Adam. The Holy Bible. London: printed for J. Butterworth and Son, 182517. Print.
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10 Gesenius, W., & Tregelles, S. P. (2003). Gesenius' Hebrew and Chaldee lexicon to the Old Testament
Scriptures. Translation of the author's Lexicon manuale Hebraicum et Chaldaicum in Veteris Testamenti libros,
a Latin version of the work first published in 1810-1812 under title: Hebraisch-deutsches Handwérterbuch des
Alten Testaments.; Includes index. (54). Bellingham, WA: Logos Research Systems, Inc.
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one mile from Hesboo, where there are now the ruins
called I\ (oA L]oee Buarckhandt's Travels in Syria,
page 623, Germ. edition; Nusm. 32:3,37; T 15:14;
16:9.

-‘!W‘Pt,l (“whom God made or created” Job
35:10), [Eleasad], pr. o w —(1) 2 Ch. 2:39. —
(2) 1 Ch. 8:37; 9:43~— (3)Jer. 39:3.

"\!?S or ']‘?$ future 'b*; (Proverbs 23:25)

B

i.q. Aradb. (21,
(1) TOACCUSTOM OXESELF, TOBE ACCUSTONED,

- 0
wONT, YAMILIAR, whence (3] and bi..'\’a {ricad,
’ -
companion, associate, Heb, W9 No. 1.

(2) to b tame, gentle, used of beasts, compare
2% No.1, Wt No. 3.

(3) t learn, from the ides of being aceustomed,
compare 02, In Syrisc and Chaldee, id. In the
Ol Testament, in cae passage, Pro. 32:25.

(4) tojoin together, to arsociate. Arab, Conj.
L IIL IV., whence %% a thousand, s family.

Pixs, t teach, like the Syr. &, with two ace.
the one of pers., the other of thing, Job 15:5; 33:33;
with one which refers to the persco, Job a5:31. Part.
ghe for LoD, com S

Hormn, (desom. from ARE) to dring forthormake

thonsands, P 144103 (Assb. (A t0 make
thousand).

‘]'?!-—-(:) aa 0%, Of cow, comm. gea, like foig
and dos, Germ, Risd. It only occurs in pl. 0'92% Pa.
8:8; Pro.14:4; used of a cow, Dent 7:13; 28:4.
The siagular is found i the name of the Sipt letter,
Aleph, Alpha. As to the etymology, sce WA No, 3.

L

(3) a thousand (Anb. d(, Syr. [\ id; but
2. AOG: ¥ignifics ten thomsand. Perhaps it is
= » joining together, and large conjunction of oum.-
bers). The nouns esumerated generally follow the
numeral, and some indesd in the singulsr, as W
Jud. 15:168; others in the plural, 2 Sam. 10:18;
1 KL 10:26; Deut. 1211 others promiscuously, se
93 1 Ch. 19:6, and O3 2g:7. More rarely, and
caly in the later Hebrew, does the noun precede, 1 Ch.
29:14; 2Cb.1:6. Comp. Lebrg. p. 695, 857, 690
The priociple is different of the phrase "7 “a
thousand (shekels) of silver,” as to which seo Lohrg.
p-700. It is not unfroquently put for & roand num-

f;,\ﬂ\ BV d‘"‘j\ 2ad) &ae | 15
'a';«\JB 'a'.hlcl Cj}\ Y

——

ber, Job 9:3; 33:23; P 50:10.—Dual b!b'?!‘ "y
thousands,” Jud. 20:44; 1 Ch.giar—1"L DO
thowsands, o.g. O‘D}Is f\,"?d Bx. 38:206.  Far niore
often used of a round number, NP ‘9'?% “thou-
sands of myriads,” Gen. 24:60,

(3) afamily,i.c.MPFD, many of which constituted
cave trite (O, MUD), Jud. 6:15; 1 Sam. 10:19); 873123
Used of a town as the abode of a faunly, Mie. 5:1.

() [Elcph].gr.u. a town of the Benjamites, Jos.
18:28

-q&“n ‘]- Cb- a ‘AO“'(‘II(«', Dan. 5:‘; 7;]0.

BPPP see tPHR.

La\’f (“to whom God is the roward,” comp.
525, PYYB used of reward), [ Elpaal], pr.n. s, 10k
B:11; 12018,

7{58.mmwmxﬂ.s.q.mm¢a.«,
and Y7,

huf‘!\‘tocuox.rornu vrox ANY oxg, Jud 16:
16, It is of more frequent use in Syriac and Zabian.

ook

D‘?“N i. q. Arab, ‘.}}J\ the people. [The noun
with the Arab. art.] Pro. 30:31, o7 OV W “a
king with whom is the people,” i.e. who is sur
rounded by bis people, who is amidst them. See
e
Pocock, ad Spec. Hist. Amabam, 203, (Arab. ‘.}5
people, appears 1o be so called from the idea of living,
compare Sam. sy to live, Heb. DY) that which
liveth, M0 people, from living). LXX. dqunyspdr Iv
i0vee. The Hebrow interpreters regard DA% ax ccen-
ponnded of R particle of pegatios, and D to arise
(osupare MY¥ Pro.12:28); in this sense, “a kiog
sgainst whom to arise (i.e. whom to resist) is im-
possible.” Bat this has but Litthe suitability to the

context,

-u:ﬁ?w (“whem God created” [rather, “ pos-
2 e DR, (Elkanah], pr.nm—(1) 1 Sa.
1:1,80q.;2:11,20,~(2) Bx. 6: 24~ (3) 2 Ch.28:7.—
(4)1Ch.12:6,—(5) 1 Ch. 6:8,10, 11,20, 3151533

VP gent. nous, Elkoshite, used of Nahum
the prophet; Nah. 1:1.  [“LXX. and Vulg. without
o, "E\ctadieg, Elcesaina.")  Jerome (oo the passage)
mentivas Elbosh sy a village of Galilew, calied Hel-
kesei (or Eleesi),  sibique @ cirownducente monatratum.”
Paeudepipbanius contends that Elceai was a village
of Judea, se Relandi Palest. p, 627. However this
may be, it would seess 10 havo been a town of Pales-

54

-
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In response to these problems, it has been suggested that Hebrew
"elef, usually rendered “thousand,” here means a “clan” or that it

signifies a small military unit."

LK gne jleel & ol Sl e DGl o3 - Al A2 3y AaR

il e e ot o lia " 1000 T S gy Ll (3 a3 AP )
e &S iy o Jod Wl o) "

P s § eles s

eleph may have meant "hundred" or "unit of ten" or some other number
smaller than "thousand.™

san o) bl s e e BSG sy 5l Bl g o Lt (S5 a8 Lz da
1000 il - Jof olsa!

! sarna, N. M. (1991). Exodus. English and Hebrew; commentary in English. The JPS Torah commentary (62).
Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society.

"2 Constable, Thomas L.. Thomas Constable's Notes on the Bible. Fort Worth: Tyndale Seminary Press, 2010.
Print.
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Therefore, if the problem is solved at one end as “family units,” it is only
made worse elsewhere....... therefore, 603,550 warriors is the correct
number and the nation probably numbered around two million."*
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%14 Kaiser, Walter C.. Hard sayings of the Bible. Downers Grove, lll.: InterVarsity Press, 1996. Print.
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the evidence to support this theory is presently weak, in my opinion™
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' Constable, Thomas L.. Thomas Constable's Notes on the Bible. Fort Worth: Tyndale Seminary Press, 2010.
Print.
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7 Booth, Charlotte. The ancient Egyptians for dummies. Chichester, West Sussex, England: John Wiley, 2007.
Print.
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Chapter 1: Getting Grounded: The Geography and History of Ancient Eqypt, ™ ] 9

»* Amarna: This was the new capital city built by Akhenaten of the 18th
dynasty (1350-1334 BC) and dedicated to the solar disc, the Aten. (Turn
to Chapter 4 for more on this period of Egyptian history.) Amama was
situated half way between Memphis and Thebes in Middle Edyptand
included a number of temples, palaces, an extensive settlement, and a
cemetery. (Check out Chapter 18 for what you can see todaw,)

v Pi-Rameses: This city in the Delta, very close to Avarisy was built origi-
nally by Sety I (1291-1278 BC) as a harbour town and'was important in
controlling the transportation of goods from the Mediterranean into the
Nile valley. Ramses Il of the 19th dynasty (1279-1212:BCY greatly expanded
the city and named it Pi-Rameses to serve as a ri%al to"fhebes.

» Tanis: This was another capital in the Delta dt_xrihg_ the21st dynasty,
under king Psusennes [ (1039-991 BC). Most of'the city was built with
reused blocks from Pi-Rameses.

These cities all had very limited lives. At the end.©f most of the kings’ reigns,
these sites declined in importance, and Thebes and Memphis were re-estab-
lished as the capitals.

Populating the Nile '(/al!éy

From approximately 5000 BC, settléd communities inhabited the Nile valley in
an area of approximately 34,000 Square kilometres. However, the population
of this region was neverwggcorded until the Roman administration of Egypt,
which began in 30 BCx ¢

Egyptologists have estimated population data based on the available area of
agricultural land and the number of people it was able to support:

» Late pre-dyni__g.tjj period: 100,000-200,000 people

- Early\g:vna;’(ic .ben‘od: 2 million people

v Old Ky'\ﬁﬂom: 1-1.5 million people

1 ﬁw?ng&bl11: 2.9-4.5 million people

- Pmle,\malc period: 7-7.5 million people
The poﬁﬁiétion fluctuated throughout the pharaonic period, with a marked
riséiduring the Ptolemaic period due to an increased area of agricultural

landplus an influx of foreigners into Egypt after Alexander the Great (see
Chapter 6).
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Ancient Egypt and Us

Population. Although there were formal government ‘cattle coupts™
every one or two years, there was no comprehensive annual population
census gathering until the Ptolemaic period, Hence our estimate ofthe
population of Egypt throughout the various periods is rathéfapproximate.
Population estimates are based on a range of factors, from the numbers
of villages and towns known to exist at a given time to the regords of the
amount of land a soldier would be given to farm in place.afpayment and
from that estimating how many people that land couldSupport.

LM ™

Early pottery period 100,000 t0 o ,000
Prior to unification 400, OOd\}o'bQO 000
Late Old Kingdom 1 Milliogetq 125 Million
New Kingdom 3 Million,to'4.5 Million
Ptolemaic Period 7 MiirTon to 7.5 Million

The rapid growth in population is ascribed to the irrigation and water
retention development in the huge, Fayum Oasis area southwest of
Memphis. The work was mostly compieted during the Middle Kingdom
and the expansion of agricultufe. it ‘Supported gave a boost to the
population of the north. It is es_ﬂma{ed that by the beginning of the New
Kingdom, the world's population had grown to around 40 Million, implying
that roughly ten percent of. the. world lived in Egypt at that time. In
comparison, the population’of North America comprised only around five
percent of the world’s population throughout the twentieth century.

The King Lists. Preciseuecords of the very early kings of the separate
two kingdoms have been lost. The oldest record we have relating to the
early rulers of the aiified kingdom are fragments of what was once a
seven feet long and.two feet high free standing basalt tablet or stele
called the Rayal Anpals. The stele stood on its longest edge and was
inscribed on both'sides; it probably was originally erected in the capital
Memphis."The fext is dated to some nine hundred years after unification
and provided a king list up to that time c2500BC. The largest remaining
fragment _ofuthis stele is called the Palermo Stone which had been in
Sicily since1866 and probably arrived there as ship's ballast; it is now in
the Palermo Museum, Another large piece was found in 1910 and is now
in the Egyptian Museum, Cairo. A smaller piece (opposite right) is in the
Pefiie Museum,London, and there are three other smaller pieces
exigting. The early part of the Royal Annals records the names of many
hundreds of kings prior to unification but these are thought to be mainly
-..mythlcal The records of the post unification kings are given in some

13

18 Kerr,Adrian..Ancient Egypt and Us: The Impact of Ancient Egypt on the Modern World. First Edition. 2009.
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serious questions may be raised in relation to an estimated total Egyptian
population of four to five million in the fourteenth century B.C.E., and in view
of the inability of either the eastern part of the Nile Delta or the peninsula of
Sinai to sustain such a vast population with water and food. There is, further,
the logistics involved in moving two million people together with their cattle
and herds across the Sea of Reeds with the Egyptian chariots in hot pursuit®
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*sarna, N. M. (1991). Exodus. English and Hebrew; commentary in English. The JPS Torah commentary (62).
Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society.
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22 The silver coin, equal to about half an ounce, that was used by the Jews in biblical times. It is mentioned in
Genesis as the coin used by Abraham and Moses. Today, it is the name for the monetary unit in the State of
Israel. 2. Slang for cash or money. Old-fashioned usage.
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Unfortunately for Ramses the rush of blood associated with s hot. left-
handed temper prevailed over his strategic intuition—a featureof left-
handed military leaders throughout history. Shortly after Ra‘mscs and his
division pitched camp. Ramses’ forces captured a further two, ] {ittite spies
The truth that was beaten out of them revealed that the first two spies had
been plants designed to trick Ramses mto a false sensgofsecunty. The
Hittite army, numbering around 37.000 soldiers, w d;hfdmg behind Kadesh,
ready to launch a surprise attack. Ramses urgently tried'to get word to his
other divisions and sent the non-combatant pms of thu ekpedition, including
a number of his wives, away to safety

The warning came too late. As the Re di\"isi_ux‘x approached the royal camp.
they were attacked and virtually dccimalecLbﬂ" 2500 of the famously
formidable Hittite chariots. Having broken the*Egyptian line, the chariots
then turned towards the Egyptian camp and Amun division fell into serious
disarray. At this point things looked bleak for the Egyptians. It was likely
that Ramses would become the first Egypftfan pharaoh to be captured in
battle: a major disgrace. But rather tffan,submit to this, Ramses mounted his
chariot and led his household troopsdnia series of counter-charges that
confounded the Hittites, who were alréad_\" counting the spoils of victory.
Ramses fought fiercely. inspiring his troops, who were further aided by the
arnival of troops from the Syrnidn.coast, including the former Shardana sea
pirates. The Hittites, surpris#thhy the ferocity of these attacks, fell into
disarray and those who werén’t slaughtered were forced to swim across the
Orontes River to where the main part of the army was camped in relative
safetv. The two armies ¢tascd fighting for the evening and by the time they
lined up against each othter'the next day. it seemed the only possible result
would be a stalemite after much bloodshed. A truce was declared. Even
though Ramses had be¢h out-strategised, his bravery and the divine fury of
his left-handed rage.on the battleficld saved the day against an army almost
twice the size of his own. However, it must also be noted that he had failed
1n his chief ohjccii_\"e of capturing Kadesh.

PEACE TREATY After Kadesh. an uneasy peace reigned between Egy pt
and the Hitttes until the death of the Hittite King, Muwatallis. Muwatallis’
youngestson, Mursili I11, inherited the throne, but was unpopular and only
managedMo reign for seven years before he was deposed by his uncle
HattusilislIT. Mursili was exiled to Svria, then Cyprus, before seeking refuge
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2 Wright, Ed.. A left-handed history of the world: an exploration of world-changing mental agility, intellectual
superiority and the power of surprise. Millers Point, N.S.W.: Pier 9 ;, 2007. Print.
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Warfare and Diplomacy_ 141

(troops) upstream as far as Qattuna; and I here shall lead out
the kings my allies who enjoy good relations with me; letus kill
donkey foals; let us put the “oath of the gods” between us.’
You often wrote these words to me."”

There were rules, perhaps unwritten, about sharifg booty
when an army of alliance succeeded in capturinga prosperous
town. If someone took more than his share, he had to give it
back, whether he was a king or not. A ‘king might be
persuaded peacefully:

“’Speak to Hatnu-rapi, thus Bunu-Ishtar yourbrother. Since
you are bringing out Zimri-Lim’s share from the goods that
you are bringing out of Shubat-Enlil (as beoty from the sack of
Shamshi-Adad’s northern capital), why areyou still keeping
his share? Will he be content simply'to:look on?”

Obviously bad behaviour might,break up an alliance, and
would be a good reason to abrogate a treaty. If unfair division
was only suspected, an officer wauld resort to making the men
“eat the asakkum - food of Dagan, Itur-Mer, Shamshi-Adad
and Yasmah-Addu”, and swéaran oath by the king. In one
case even these stern measures'produced no results, and the
king was asked to decide the case personally.

Military service

Letters often give the size'0f an army or a contingent, although
the numbers giverwdre not always reliable. They are usually
round numbers; probably approximations or estimates,
sometimes exaggerated if one king was trying to goad another
into action. The largest army known at present for this time is
an Assyrian afmy, under Shamshi-Adad, who planned to
besiege the fortress of Nurrugum* with 60,000 men. This is
perhaps excephonal 20,000 men was reckoned to be a strong
army by Shamshi-Adad, although we do not know the
circumstances'that gave rise to that particular levy.

Hatnu-rapi of Karana, Sharriya of Razama and some other
petty rulers hoped to raise 4,000 men and to join up with 2,000
others, with the purpose of helping Zimri-Lim, probably
against.an invasion from Eshnunna.

‘“As soon as you have read this letter, you and Sharriya and
thekings who are on your side, get together and muster 4,000
men between you, and from here I shall muster 2,000 men.
The former plus the latter, 6,000 good men, let us muster
between us and let us send them quickly to the help of
Zimri-Lim; indeed, let usactin order to save Zimri-Lim. This is
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