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recalcitrance is ultimately of God, and that any legiti- -
mate claims by Blacks are. the modern equwalent of

Baal worship - namely communism.

Thie Executive committee of the Mlddle East
Counéil of Churches has become aware of «The Inter-

national Christian Zionist Leadership Congress» held ’

in Basel, Switzerland, August 1985

Conscious of our responsrblhtles towards the Christ-

ian oommumty and the world public opinion, we under-

line that, in spite of many réligious references thlS .

meetmg has an overt polmcal character

of rehgrous sentnments in an attempt to sacrahze the
creation of : a state and legmmate the pohcnes of a gov-

emment i

It should go w1thout saymg that no group can pre-:.

sume to.speak on behalf of the Christians of the Middle

East except the churches of this region. In view. of the :

fact that the Basel conference has. attempted to-do this,
we find it necessary to reject pubhcly its resolutlons and
recommendations. : »

We reaffirm-our commitment to ]ustwe and peacein
the Middle East and throughout the world. We see this

(The above article was reprinted with ﬁerl:rlis516|rioff the Pre-
sbyterian Church U S A Iia“alithor, and African theologlan,

wishes to remain anonymous). Spe s i

84

commitment as an expression of our faithfulness to the
Gospel of Jesus Christ and of genuine concern for those
who suffer and are deprived of their fundamental
rights.

As the Executive Committee of the MECC, we in-
struct the General Secretary to bring to the attention of
churches, christian bodies and other organizations
throughout the world our view and make available

theological material expressing the opinion of churches
in the Middle East.

http://kotobrhas.it



Without suggesting that Black Theology is identical
to the other types of theology identified above, the simi-
larities are sufficient for both Black and White propo-
nents of Liberation Theology to warn against. falling
into the trap which changed American and Afrikaner
religions into something less than liberation.

11. The enduring influence of the «Israel»
mentality in contemporary political thought.

In more recent times, both American civil religion
and Afrikaner self-understanding have more or less di-
vested themselves of the explicit use of such Biblical
themes as identified above. Yet that the basic «Israel»
mentality has endured can probably be discerned from
the amount of mutual assistance and support that exists
between the United States and Israel on the one hand,
and South Africa and Israel on the other. The nature of
this mutual co-operation is too well known to spell-out
in any detail. Recently, the Prime Minister at the time,
Mr. John Vorster, paid and extended visit to Israel;
world news journals speculate on the extent of military
collaboration between South Africa and Israel: trade
agreements are entered into and cultural exchange prog-
rammes encouraged. The one anti-Jewish stance of car-
ly Afrikanerdom-when the capitalist exploiter of Afri-
kaner workers was scornfully depieted in cartoons as a
large and sumptuous Jewish business magnate, called
Mr. Hoggenheimer, consuming the poor workers of the
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day - has virtually disappeared. Talk of a Jewish back-
ed world conspiracy to dominate the world through
financial institutions still raises its head from time to
time, but this certainly does not enjoy government sup-
port. Pro-nazi, anti-jewish student pranks continue to
be seen but these are severety.censured, and the pro-
Hitler stance of some Afrikaners in the thirties is
securely tucked away out of sight or sound.

These are the embrassements of the past. Today
Israel is held up as an example to be followed. Her will
to resist the Arab world is admired, her military skill
praised, Jewish independence exalted and Zionist fer-
vour affirmed as a legitimate form of nationalism and
pride. These all have their counterparts in White South
Africa’s resistance - a determination to resist Black
Africa, the need for White independence, Whitist .
identily and pride, and the military muscle to ensure all
this is maintained for as long as possible. Sermons are
still. preached and political speeches are still made,
which with subtle innuendo remind South Africans that
like Israel of Old they need to stand firm against the
forces of change and world upheavel. In a word, White
South Africa is sustained in her will to resist by the Eli-
jah complex which says «I only am left and they seek -
my life, to take it away.» Any truth that some may find
in this attitude is soon lost in the ideological use made
of it to resist fundamental change on the part of Whites.
Whites are thus able to persuade themselves that their
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the promised land as did Israel before them. They un-
drstood themselves to be «instruments of God’s hand to
put an end to plunder, murder and violence among
them (the heathen!)... and promote the extension of
Christian civilization among thousands whose existence
hitherto had been rooted in darkness».

A decisive point in Afrikaner history came when
some 470 trekkers, having sworn a vow to God, defe-
ated a mighty Zulu army of approximately 10,000 men.
In spite of attempts by some intellectuals to attribute
this victory to superior weapons or the like, popular
Afrikaner belief still has it that God intervened that day
on behalf of His chosen people in Africa. This deep be-
lief in a God-given mission, sustained by Biblical texts
which referred to Israel of old; has sustained the Afri-
kaner in some of the darkest moments of his history -
and when finally he attained independence from Bri-
tain and the Republic was about to dawn, Dr. H.F.
Verwoerd, the architect of apartheid, could only con-
clude, «perhaps it was intended that we should have
been planted here - that from this might emanate the
story whereby all that has been built up since the days
of Christ may be maintained for the good of all man-
kind.»

This type of Afrikaner civil religion which became
the basis of White domination and apartheid theology
also has, like American civil religion, its intriguing his-
torical contours. One can only be moved by the early
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struggle of the Afrikaner against chauvinistic British
imperialism and economic exploitation. But then the
ironic twist came and through uncompromising legisla-
tion he was to deprive Blacks of the country of the very
freedom he had attained for himself. Individual Afri-
kaners have repeatedly reminded their fellow Afrikan-
ers of the similarities between the present Black libera-
tion struggle and that of their own at the turn of the
century - but to no avail. What was once a liberation
theology has become an ideology of oppression.

1.3 Black theology:

Black Theology, particularly of the Amé&rican brand,
through exponents like James Cone, Albert Cleage,
Washington and others have also used the Biblical sym-
bols of Israel in their theological exercises. In one way
or another each of these theologians regard Blacks to
stand in a special chosen relationship to God. The suf-
fering of Blacks is for a specific purpose; in order that
they may be relased from bondage, experience social as
well as personal salvation and attain both political and
economic liberation. We read of Blacks being the «suf-
fering servant» of God, of the «black exodus», the
«black messiah», the «black madonna», the «promised
land» and the «black nation of Israel». It is also in-
teresting to note that Black Theologians tend to employ
the same basic Biblical texts to support their arguments
as do Afrikaner theologians and American civil re-
ligionists.
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western theologies. Mention is made in passing of three
such theologies.

1.1 American civil religion:

American civil religion first emerged with the arrival
of White settlers in the so called New World. They
came to be regarded as the founding fathers of the Un-
ited States, in spite of the generations of native people
who lived there before them. They engendered within
themselves a sense of special destiny among peoples of

.the earth and were inwardly motivated by themes of a
«promised land», a «<new Israel» and a people «destined
to be a light among nations.» From then on the stage
was set for White Americans to invade not only Amer-
ican- Indian territory and to virtually destroy their cul-
ture and heritage, but ultimately to shape and manipu-
late areas well beyond the geographical limits of that
the Western world- in South East Asia, South America
and the Middle East. '

The story of this American rise to power is an in-
teresting and curious one. The story of Israel, a people
who were once slaves in Egypt and despised by their
oppressors, fired the hearts of the poor and disinherited
of Britain and Europe as they fled religious, social and
political persecution and oppression in ‘their own
exodus from the Old World to the New. This is the saga
of a people who once saw themselves to be political
«strangers to the convenants of promise (and) having
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no hope» who were now - again politically - «no longer
strangers and sojouners, but... fellow citizens with the
saints and members of the household of God» (Ephe-
sians 2: 13.20). Driven by this self-understanding
American capitalism would flourish (c.f. Max Weber’s
The Protestant Ethic), cultural domination would ex-
pand and military strength develop to frightening prop-
ortions.

The concepts of a «new Israel», «the exodus» and .
«the promised land» in American civil religion which

had uplifted the homeless exiles of Europe in their
American dream ultimately turned into_an aggressive
determination to rule the world. .

1.2 Apartheid - theology:

Early White Afrikaner settler theology also adopted
the Biblical images of Israel as the basis of its self-
understanding - as frontier farmers and later the trek-
kers into the hinterland were engaged in conflict with
the Black inhabitants of the land and the might of the
British Empire. The Voortrekker leader M.W. Pre-
torius addressed his aged countrymen as «fathers of
Israel» and compared them to «the Lord’s chosen» who
had fled from the English in the Cape as the Israelites
escaped from Pharoah in Egypt. Their encounter with
Blacks revealed a similar self-understanding. They.
looked upon these inhabitants as unbelieving
Canaanites and regarded themselves as entering into
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and political turmoil, one can only expect increased
campaigns and political organizing to secure this critical
base of support. In conclusion, I would remind the read-
er that the fundamentalist Christian Zionists represent
only the most visible element of the 50-60 million
evangelical Christians in the United States. At best,
they may account for one-third of this total, in actual
fact, it could be much lower. There is an increasing
opposition to their forcing a generally unacceptable
conservative political agenda on America, and the push
to «Christianize» American government runs counter
to the separation of church and state prinicple upheld
by most evangelicals. Nevertheless, the Christian Zion-
ists underscore the fact that American powerbrokers
have generally accepted Zionist myths concerning the
Holy Land and have inherited a curse of anti-Arab,
anti-Semitism toward the Palestinians. The failure of
American Christians and the intellectual community to
demythologize the distortions of Revisionist Zionism
remain an overwhelming burden for the forseeable fu-
ture.

76

AT - s

&

Chapter VII. Apartheid Theology:
A Critique
BY AN ANONYMOUS AFRICAN THEOLO-
GIAN

The Biblical story of Israel can be read in one of two
different ways: Either as the story of a small and
oppressed people who struggled against the most over-
whelming odds and survived as a dignified, self-
conscious people, or as the story of an arrogant and in-
tolerant people who believed that they were chosen of
God to dominate the earth. Clearly a critical reading of
the Bible will show both these readings to be biased.
Yet theologians as well as politicians and other would-
be formers of public opinion are well known for a non-
critical use of Scripture and the tendency to seize on

Biblical images to bolster an already formed opinion or
ideology.

1. The use of the concept «Israel» in western
theology:

The concept of «Israel» is used in different ways and
to different ends in different kinds of western thought. I
?llustrate one particularly common usage of the concept
in what might be broadly described as liberation-type
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church for a fundraising event, encouraging his 3000
parishioners to pledge financial support for the man
who would like to bring on Armageddon. We would
also note that a May 1983 poll by the Israeli newspaper
Ha’aretz indicated that 18.3% of Israelis polled wanted
to see construction on the Third Temple begin im-
mediately.

The Risenhoover-Krieger team appear to have direct
access to the White House and State Department, and
like Mike Evans, are pressing their Armageddon sce-
nario with the Reagan administration. A recent exam-
ple of their access was a March 19, 1948 White House
briefing and reception with over 150 Christian fun-
damentalist leaders and heads of major American
Zionist organizations. Zionist leaders included AIPAC
founder I.L. Kennan; the Executive Director for
Americans for a Safe Israel; the President of the World
Zionist Organization; and over 50 others. The Christ-
ian Zionist leadership list read like a «<Who’s Who» of
the movement, with author Hal Lindsay, televangelists
Jimmy Swaggert and Jim Bakker, political strategists
Tim LaHaye and ED McAteer, and several others.
Not a single Black, Hispanic, Roman Catholic, Ortho-
dox, Arab, or mainline Protestant Christian was in-
vited. The briefing was led by four top Reagan spokes-
men in the State Department with J. William Midden-
dorf, U.S. Representative to the Organization of
American States, speaking on administration policy in
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Central America. Bud McFarlane, a high-ranking State
Department official and Chief Middle East negotiator
spoke on the Middle East. Chairman for the event was
the President of American Forum for Jewish-Christian
Co-operation, who is none other than Terry
Risenhoover. Invitations were sent on State Depart-
ment stationery and signed by Middendorf. The costly
event was a major effort by the Reagan Administration _
and the Christian and Jewish Zionist organizations to '
signal their constituencies that this President supported
their agendas.

The above Jrvey merely touches upon some of the
historic and contemporary highlights that constitute the
powerful fundamentalist Christian Zionist leadership
and its political impact. It is readily apparent that Gen-
tile Zionists, particularly those Christians of the premil-
lennialist orientation, have in the past and will continue
to provide an important base of political, economic,
and ideological support for the state of Israel. The
organizations and networks openly collaborate with the
Israeli government serving as advocates for a foreign
government within the churches through direct mail
campaigns, and on their television and radio programs.
No one has scientifically measured their impact in
direct relation to Israel’s political support in the United
States but the Zionist leadership themselves admit that
they form the single most important bloc of support for
Israel (in the U.S.). As Israel faces increased economic
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tant elements of Palestinian unity and communal life.

C. Christian Zealots and the Temple Mount: On
March 10, 1983, a group of 45 Zionist extremists were
arrested in Jerusalem on charges that they attempted to
seize control, if not blow up the Dome of the Rock.
Three weeks later a quarter page advertisement
appeared in the Jerusalem Post calling for the release of
the 45 and praising them as «earnest, faithful sons of
Isracl» whose arrest is «Biblically unconscionable».
The advertisement was placed by an unknown orga-
nization calling itself «The Committee of Concerned
Evangelicals for Freedom of Worship on the Temple
Mount». :

The three co-chairmen of the committee are fun-
damentalist Christian Zionists: Terry Risenhoover, an
Oklahoma oil magnate; California businessman Chuck
Krieger; and Houston clergyman Rev. James De-
Loach. The «Evangelical Committee» is the American
counterpart to the militant Jewish Temple Foundation,
whose stated goal is the destruction of the Dome of the
Rock and rebuilding the Third Temple in its place. In
most interpretations of premillennialist theology, the
rebuilding of the Temple is one of the last signs prior to
Jesus’ Second Coming and Armageddon. Risenhoover
and Krieger have business ventures in Israel and South
Africa, and have been drilling for oil on the West Bank.
Possessing extensive financial resources and needing
tax shelters, they recently established the Institute for
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Research for the Temple of Jerusal ich i
] . . em, which is reg-
istered in the United States as a 510-08-64 tax-cxemﬁt

S;imaﬁon according to the Internal Revenue Ser-

In 1983 Risenhoover and Krieger transferred a mini-
mum of 550,000 to Stanely Goldfoot.®? Goldfoot. a
South African Jew, was one of the most ruthless Ste,m
Gang terrorists of the 1940’s and is now linked to the
Gush E{munim and Kach movements. Supporting their
efforts in the Knesset is the Israeli Minister of Science
and Pevelopment, Yuval Neeman, who placed a re-
solution before the Cabinet on March 13, 1983 to allow
Jews to pray anywhere in the Temple Mount.

An associate of the Risenhoover- Krieger group

Re\f. Ch-uck Smith, a Baptist pastor from Costa Mesa
California, stated during an interview: ’

Do you want a real radical? T

: 1 ? Try Stanely Goldfoot.
He’s a’wonder. His plan for the Temple Mount is to
take sticks of dynamite and some M-16s, and blow up

the Dome of the Rock and Al Aqgsa M j
- O -
lay claim to the site®. ! e, andjos

Rev. Snﬁth’s gnthusiasm for Goldfoot was outdone
only by his hosting the Temple Mount fanatic in his

22. Sol Stern, «The Nco-Conning of .
’ the J .
September 1984 g ews,» Village Voice, 4

23, Graoe. Halsell, «The Temple Mount Plot, «The Link, New York:
Americans for Middle East Understanding, 1984. ‘
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2. The International Christian Embassy in Jerusalem
(ICEJ): On September 30, 1980, the International
Christian Embassy opened its doors in a fashionable
section of West Jerusalem to declare: «Jerusalem is the
undivided, eternal, capital of Israel.» The opening
occurred shortly after Israel illegally annexed East
Jerusalem, and thirteen nations responded by closing
their Jerusalem embassies. Nevertheless, Jerusalem
Mayor Teddy Kollek and other dignitaries turned out
to give their blessings to this unique fundamentalist

Christian Zionist operation.

Supported by the Israeli government and fun-
damentalist churches from South Africa, Europe, and
the United States, the Embassy conducts such prog-
rams as: an international prayer and information net-
work to support Israeli politics; petition drives and
marches; press conferences; direct-mail campaigns;
organizing a September celebration which draws 5000
Christians to Jerusalem; the promotion of Israeli-made
products and selling Israeli bonds to American chur-
ches; Holy Land tours; and blood donations to the IDF
(during the 1982 invasion of Lebanon). There are now
Christian Embassies in 37 countries throughout
Europe, North America, Asia, and Australia. Plans in-
clude several additional offices, particularly across the
United States, where there are an estimated 20 embas-
sies. In August, 1985, the Christian Embassy will orga-

nize a Christian Zionist convention in Basle, Switzer-
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land, which was the sj
’ site of the .
vention of 1897. first world Zionist con-

Despite its un i isi
' : questionably Revisionist Zjonis
| t
::;2@"0" and public s.upport from such Israeli leaders
o, gin, Arens, Spamlr, Kollek, and others, the ICEJ
pas :;?:12 nl(ljng:r. mtens;zI fire from fanatical Rabbis
, vinger. Many Israelis are
fundamentalist’s pro i e, soch ne
. pensity for proselytizing, s
::e city planner who told the Chicago Tribﬁ’nefli];*lzf
St ;:1eg c‘:):ki, be m;)re humiliating than that the .iewish
» WiIch was forged on the fires of anti-Semit;
would allow Christians to evangelize here»@D. e

o A} tl}e mllltaflt Zl.o.nists and their followers continue
mansl;ee in Isra’eh pOll.thS and gain popular support, life
Wiﬂ);in ;2::;(: nz)cfreasmgly difficult for Christian Zionist
o by o IC.EJ greatf:r concern is the enmity stirred
by tha.t triggers Zionists attacks on Arab
. rrtlsst:):;n and Musllm. clergy and institutions. The re-
porss < texn; ll)lombmgs, rape, and even murder by
poish sts 'ave escalated since 1980. In addition
em?(r:1 is ; aTar!(gd increase in Christian-Muslim tensions:
oo tg | estinians, a dynanpic relatively unknown to
Lo s.mfans throughout their history. Thus the ICEJ
rir:l Slnll.ﬂ?t groups can Play into Israel’s hands by stir-
g religious hatred within Palestinian communiti
and thus serve as another means of weakening hnl::ls"

21. Chicago Tribune, March 21 , 1983.
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doctrine, has not yet received a serious test. During
1983, the American Arab Anti-Discrimination Com-
mittee challenged CBN’s abuse of the airwaves and its
pro-Israeli political activity but no legal action has been
taken.

B. Christian Zionist Lobbies: The «televangelists»
have a series of conservative issues to communicate to
their viewers. Although Israel is often at the top of
their lists, Christian Zionist lobbies focus upon nothing
but Israel.

1. Mike Evans and «Jerusalem DC (David’s Capi-
tol):» Israel’s current «rising star» among the fun-
damentalists is a self-proclaimed Middle East expert
and evangelist from Texas named Mike Evans. Ironi-
cally, Evans is a Christian premillennialist minister in
the Assemblies of God denomination and is also Jewish
(his mother is an Orthodox Jew). Evans perceives him-
self as having a divine mission from God which he de-
scribes as «I have been called to shake America and
Israel for God.»'®

Evans trumpets his intimacy with Israeli political of-
ficials and proudly proclaims that he has met with
Prime Minister Begin more than any American
evangelist. On a recent audio-tape and television spe-
cial titled. «Israel, America’s Key to Survival,» Evans

18. Mike Evans Ministries Fundraising Letter, Fall 1983, Bedford,
Texas.
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notes that he was apprised of the Invasion of Lebanon

two days before it occurred, whi i i
Me. B 0 , while he was praying with

Perhaps more frightening for Ameri i
cans is a
from Evans’ 1983 fundraising letter: duote

Little did I know that the President of the United
States would invite me to the White House or that God
would stand me up to challenge 58 generals and admir-
als with the truth of God in the middle of a White
House mee}ing... or little did I know a Aspeech written
!)y me, calling America to stand by Israel,"would be put
into the Congressional Record.??, )

Mfke !Evans’ latest venture is a one-hour television
special titled, JERUSALEM DC (DAVID’S CAPI-
TOL).» Between October, 1984 and April, 1985 it
ayed on approximately 250 television stations. Its ini-
tial t:hrust was to reach evangelical voters prior to the
Presidential election and the impendirig vote on moving
the US Embassy to Jerusalem. The film was revised
?nd aired again in January, most likely to soften Amer-
ican taxpayers for Israel’s gargantuan aid request to the

U.S. Congress and gather support for another initiative
the Embassy legislation.

19. Mike Evans audio cassette, «Isra .
s el, America’ .
Bedford, Texas,. s Key to Survival,»

20. Fundraising Letter, Ibid.
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ity with a maximum of Israeli propaganda, inc!ufiing
keynote political speeches from the Defense Mmlste‘r
Arens and others. Participants were instructed by their
Israeli tour guides, upon departing Nazareth for Jeru-
salem, via the West Bank to close their eyes and go to
sleep because there was nothing of importance to see.

An oft neglected result of the November 1983 tf)ur
was the formation of a Moral Majority sister organiza-
tion in Israel called «The New Israeli Right». It is mod-
eled after its American parent and is designed to pro-
duce Revisionist Zionist policies in Israeli society. It§
founder, Avigdor Eskin, is a member of Rabbf
Kahane’s Kach Movement and was banned from Istra}eh
politics after several arrests for attacks on Palestinian
families from his base in the fanatical kiryat Arba s.et-
tlement. Eskin turned to Falwell who guaranteed major
financial support.(9).

In early April, 1985, Falwell claimed ﬁhe success of
his campaign to turn former critic of Israel, Sen. Jes§e
Helms, into a new «convert to Israel.» Helm’s dramz?tlc
switch marked yet another political effect of tl¥e Christ-
ian Zionists campaign and provides further evidence of
the movement’s value to Israel.

2. The 700 Club and CBN: Undoubtedly, th.e most
sophisticated and influential televangelist is Pat

16. Yehudit Vinkler, «The New Israeli Right,» Ha-aretz, 3 Novem-
ber, 1983.

66

Robertson, whose Christian Broadcasting Network be-
gan as a tiny Christian television station in Portsmouth,
Virginia in 1961. Today Robertson’s enterprise claims a
massive international TV network complete with a
satellite and international correspondents. Programs
are beamed into 25 countries through equipment repre-
senting the latest in broadcasting technology. Robert-
son’s CBN University of Star of Hope television from
evangelist George Otis (who worked closely with the
renegade Lebanese Major Saad Haddad) gave CBN *
new possibilities in the Middle East.

Robertson and his associates at CBN are clearly poli-
tical and could not be more intentional in the}r advoca-
cy of Israel. During the Israeli invasion of Lebanon in
1982, Robertson appealed to 700 Club viewers to write
President Reagan so that he would free the Israeli army
t0 go as far into Lebanon as they deemed necessary. A
Richmond (Virginia) Times-Dispatch report on CBN
in 1979 stated: («Robertson’s) advisors unabashedly ex-
plain that CBN is a Zionist organization.» The reporter
also noted that CBN tax returns indicate that the orga-
nization contributes heavily to the United Jewish
Appeal and Israeli Bonds. (17,

CBN’s violations of the Federal Communications
Commission regulations, particularly the fairness

17. Ed Briggs, «Nation Put at Pinnacle of God’s Plan, (Richmond
Times-Dispatch) 2 May 1979.
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preachers have mastered the medium of television and
in at least five cases they have developed 550 million-
plus operations. There are now three Christian televi-
sion networks. One organization, the Christian Broad-
casting Network (CBN), has a satellite, a television sta-
tion in South Lebanon, and a Jerusalem News Bureau.
Ironically, they cannot broadcast to Israel but the signal
is beamed throughout the Arab World and to their
primary means of support, the United States. The mes-
sage of Christizan Zionism, both in its premillen-nialist
theology and political forms (the two are indistinguish-
able) are consistent themes of most televangelists.
Foremost among them are Jerry Falwell and Pat
Robertson. '

1. The Moral Majority: Evangelical author wes
Granberg-Michaelson has noted that: «Jerry Falwell is
perhaps the first major American political figure to
claim that the United States must support Israel not
simply for Israel’s sake, but because of its own self-
preservation. Falwell has been duly rewarded, receiv-
ing from Begin in 1979 «The Jabotinsky Award» and
more recently an Israeli jet for his personal and busi-
ness use.(1¥

Falwell’s Christian Zionism is rooted in his premil-
lennialist theology and his ultra-conservative politics.

14. William Claibourne, «Israelis Look on U.S. Evangelical Christ-
ians as Potent Ally,» Washington Post, 23 March 1981.
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As an ardent anti-Communist crusaaer, Falwell advo-
cates the incomparable value of Israel as the only
«democracy» in the region. According to this position,
the U.S. must provide the necessary military support to
keep the Soviets out (and U.S. «in»). Falwell’s political
views are buttressed by quotes from the Bible and ma-
jor premillennialist doctrines which he outlines in his
book, Listen America. Falwell devotes an entire chap-
ter to Israel which is summarized in a single quotation,
«To stand against Israel is to stand against God»1,

Falwell’s message of Christian Zionism is proclaimed
through a variety of vehicles including his television
program, «The Old Time Gospel Hour,» a daily radio
program and the political lobby The Moral Majority.
The newsletter, Moral Majority Report now claims 2.5
million readers including 82,000 clergy, Senator, Con-
gressperson, Governor, and all major media in the
country.

A frequent visitor to Israel, Falwell holds an annual
Holy Land tour plus a Bible-Prophecy Conference in
Jerusalem. The 1985 version was held in late February
to early March and involved five planeloads of tourists.
Two participants in the previous tour (November 1983)
summarized the experience as a minimum of Christian-

1S. Girace Halsell, in a speech at the conference «The Palestine Ques-
tion and the American Churches,» Chicago, 20 January 1984.

15. Jerry Falwell, Listen America, New York: Doubleday and Com-
pany, 1980, P. 215.
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aim at Jimmy Carter’s still premature discussions of a

Palestinian homeland and an international peace con- :

ference, the advertisemz2nt went on to state:

We affirm as evangelicals our belief in the }?romised
land to the Jewish peaple... we would vif:w with grave
concern any effort to carve out of the Jewish homeland,
another nation or political entity?.

The campaign was financed and co-ordinated from
Jerusalem through the fundamentalist Institute .for
Holy Land Studies and had endorsements from leading
evangelicals such as Pat Boone, Kenneth Kantz?r of
Christianity Today, and Dallas Seminary President
John Walvoord.

This important campaign was simply one of s.eve-ral
political initiatives undertaken by Christian .Zlon{sts
thus reflecting the marriage of Christian premlllenfnal-
ist theology to Begin’s Revisionist Zionism. The leule
Government was not about to allow a new U.S. admi-
nistration to alter the Zionist domination of its Mit.idle
East policy, particularly when the newly polit?cn;ed
Christian right shared the Eretz Israel myth on Biblical
and political grounds.

The evengelical newspaper campaign was co-
ordinated in the United States by a former employee of
the American Jewish Committee named Jery Strober,
who told Newsweek:

12. Washington Post, 23 March, 1981.
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(The evangelicals) are Carter’s constituency and he
would better listen to them ...The real source of

strength the Jews have in this country is from the
evangelicals.(1®

Strober’s comments summarize why the Zionist
establishment suddenly adopted the Christian right de-
spite it latent anti-Jewish sentiment, racism, and anti-
secular humanism. A case in point was the President of
the Southern Baptist Convention, Rev. Bailey Smith, *
who expressed doul t that God hears the prayers of
Jews. Smith was qui kly taken to Israel by Rabbi Eck-
stein and returned with a «corrected» message. Howev-
er, this tension over the right-wing’s political agenda
will continue to hai nt the Zionist establishment for
years to come and it. tendency to raise an ugly head of
anti-Semitism is always just below the surface. (see
Appendix B).

Voices for Armageddon

Several fundamentalist organizations, spokesper-
sons, and even Christian Zionist lobby organizations
have emerged since 1976 as Israel’s Christian advocates
in the United States. Here we will not attempt an ex-
haustive analysis or survey but merely refer to repre-
sentative organizations and major personalities.

A. The Televangelists: Several fundamentalist

13. Advertisment, The Christian Science Monitor, 3 November 1977.
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Tannenbaum’s comments are a distortion of the actual
policies and positions taken by the National C9uncil of
Churches and member bodies which, if anything were
still decidedly pro-Israel. Yet positions began to
emerge, carefully worded so as to be as balanced as
possible, but demonstrating a growing awareness of
Palestinian rights.

Nevertheless, Tannenbaum and other Zionist leaders
sensed that if they were to receive less than 100% pro-
Israel support from the mainstream of. Protestantism,
they would embrace the fundamentalists. In seYeral
cases, Zionist organizations assigned staff to cultivate
relations among fundamentalists and the broader

Yeckiel Eckstein until 1984, whose primary task was
to monitor and build linkage with the evangelical move-
ment. The Rabbi landed part-time positions in a Bap-
tist Seminary as well as with fundamentalist Baptist
leader W. A. Criswell’s First Baptist Church of Dallas,
Texas (the largest church in the United States). AIPAC

(the Israeli lobby) has added a staff person whose pur-

pose is to forge ties with the fundamentalists.

A third factor was the election of Menachem Begin
and his Likud Coalition to power in Israel (1977). This
dramatic change in rhetoric, if not in acutal policy,.ga.ve
legitamacy to religious extremism and the use of Biblic-

60

al references to justify hardline Zionist strategies. Be-
gin and the fundamentalist Christian Zionists in the
United States established an immediate alliance and
the two proceeded to manipulate each other whenever
it proved expedient. The convergence of Revisionist
Zionism with a Western government and massive gras-
sroots support from American Christians was now in
place.

The fourth development may have been the primary '
catalyst to accelerate the rate at which the Begin- fun-
damentalist Christian connection exerted itself as a
political force. When newly inaugurated President Jim-
my Carter launched his human rights policy and began
to discuss the need for a Palestinian «homeland», Mr.
Begin and the Zionist apparatus shifted into overdrive
to head off a potential tilt toward a Palestinian state.
Discussions with the Soviet Union and others concern-
ing an international peace conference on Palestine
added fuel to the Fire. The long range political answer
was to usurp Palestinian rights through the Camp
David Accords. However, a series of activities de-
veloped immediately with the fundamental Christians.

An important political initiative by the Christian
Zionists came in the form of full-page advertisements in
major U.S. newspapers titled, «Evangelical Support for
Israel». The text stated in part: «The time has come for
evangelical Christians to affirm their belief in biblical
prophecy and Israel’s divine rights to the land.» Taking
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jection have wrought havoc on these «other» Semites.
Untile now, the convergence of these parallel strains of
Revisionist Zionist mythology have dominated politic-
al, intellectual and religious life in North America.

The Revival of Christian Zionism in the U.S.

The establishment of a Jewish state in Palestine
(1948) awakened the otherwise moribund premillenial-
ist Christians. However, the true revival of the move-
ment did not begin until well after the Israeli military
occupation of the West Bank and East Jerusalem in
1967. While the 1948 and 1967 events triggered a host
of prophetic fantasies ranging from the immediate
Second Coming of Jesus to World War III, it was the
American bicentennial in 1976 that marked the
ascendency of fundamentalist Christian Zionism as a
political factor.

At least four developments contributed to the Christ-
ian Zionist revival in 1976. First, by the early 1970’s,
the premillennialist- Charismatic wing of Christianity
became the fastest growing element in American
Christendom. The election of «born again» President
Jimmy Carter, who taught Sunday School in his South-
ern Baptist Church, sent a signal to several political
power- brokers that the 45-50 million evangelicals were
now a major political force. Such conservative strateg-
ists as Ed McAteer of the Religious Roundtable and
Rev. Jerry Falwell, destined to lead the Moral Major-

S8

ity, began to mobilize high-tech resources to politicize
their formerly apolitical constituencies. Direct mail
specialist Richard Vigerie provided much of the tech-
nology. Several of America’s wealthiest individuals
such as the Hunt family of Dallas, Texas (of silver mar-
ket speculator fame) provided the financial backing.

Second, the American Jewish Committee, several
pro-Israeli lobbys, and major Zionist leaders saw the
fundamentalists as their most important ally. Many '
Zionists de-emphasized their work with mainline Pro-
testant churchs and turned to the fundamentalists, de-
spite the numerous political and ethical c;ontradictions
entailed in such a shift. Rabbi Mare H. Tannenbaum,
National Interreligious Affairs Director of the Amer-
ican Jewish Committee, summarized the change in this
way:

The evangelical community is the largest and fastest
growing block of pro-Israeli, pro-Jewish sentiment in
this country. Since the 1967 War, the Jewish commun-
ity has felt abandoned by Protestants, by groups clus-
tered around the National Council of Churches, which,
because of sympathy with third world causes, gave an
impression of support for the PLO. There was a
vacuum in public support to Israel that began to be fil-

led by the fundamentalist and evangelical
Christians'?, :
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Morgan and Charles B. Scribner. The effort developed
independently of the weak and unpopular Zionist move-
ment. It would be many years before the Jewish Zion-
ists could mount such a campaign the United States,
and once they began to work, they stood on the shoul-
ders of the fundamentalist Christian Zionists who pre-
ceded them.

Still the most pivotal role to ‘be played by fun-
damentalist Christian Zionists was to occur in England.
Throughout Queen Victoria’s reign (1837-1901) the
premillennialist movement gained momentum in the
churches and among several important advocates with-
in the ruling elite. Perhaps the most influential of the
political premillennialists was the seventh Earl of Shaf-
lesbury, whose writings and political work linked the
idea of «Jewish Restoration» to Queen Victoria’s poli-
tical agenda: no Jewish settlement in England and the
need for a land bridge to Asia and India. It was Shaftes-
bury who first coined the phrase: «A nation without a
country for a country without a nation». The early
Zionists transposed his words to «A land of no people
for a people with no land.

Two of England’s prominent political figures, Lord
Arthur Balfour and David Lloyd-George, came to
power in time to formulate the policies for Lord Shaf-
tesbury’s dream. The conservative Foreign Minister,
Lord Balfour had initially opposed Jewish settiement in
the British Isles. While he refused to live beside Jews,
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he claimed to love them as a people, due to his theolo-
gical predispostion to Christian Zionism. It was Bal-
four’s commitment to Christian Zionism that led him to
support a Jewish state in Palestine long before he met
the early Zionist leaders Theodor Herzl and Chaim
Weitzmann. In 1919, after the Balfour Declaration
opened the door to the Zionists’ agenda, Balfour wrote
that God’s plan must be fulfilled «only from this one
land, only through this history, only by this oner
people»9,

Prime Minister David Lloyd - George, had a more
pronounced orientation toward fundaméntalist Christ-
ian Zionism. Reflecting back upon his Christian up-
bringing, about the history of Jews than the history of
my own land». The Prime Minister’s encouragement to
the Zionist movement and his betrayal of the Arabs
concerning independence and the future of Palcstme
are a matter of record?,

The tragic flaw in fundamentalist Christian Zionism
continues to be its rejection of the indigenous Palesti-
nian Arabs. This anti-Arab form of anti-Semitism re-
mains the curse and unfinished task of both Gentile and
Jewish Zionism, whose twin responses of denial and re-

10. Lord Arthur Balfour, «Introduction» to Sokolow’s History of
Zionism, London, 1919.

11. David Lioyd-George, in a speech to the Jewish Historical Society
of England, 25 May, 1925, recorded in Christopher Sykes, Two
Studies in Virtue. New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1952, p. 193.
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pensation ended; 2. The Jews will be restored in Pales-
tine during the time of judgement; 3. The judgement to
come will fall principally upon Christendom; 4. When
the judgement is passed the millennium will begin; 5.
The second advent of Christ will occur before the mil-
lennium; 6. the 1260 years of Daniel 7 and Revelation
13 ought to be measured from the reign of Justinian to
the French Revolution; 7. The vials of wrath (Revela-
tion 16) are now being poured out and the second ad-
vent is imminent.®

The publication of the Albury Declaration gave
popular support to this elementary outline of premil-
lennialism. A variety of leaders emerged during the
succeeding decades, each with his or her particular
emphasis, but the Albury outline served as and accu-
rate summary of the movement.

The most influential of the British premillennialists
was a Scotsman, John Nelson Darby. Darby empha-
sized the teaching that history is divided into dispensa-
tions and elevated the concept of Israel as the key fac-
tor in Bible prophecy. He visited the United States on
six occasions between 1852 and 1876 and found eager
audiences everywhere he traveled. Darby’s influence
upon American theology, especially millennarian
thought in the U.S., cannot be over-emphasized. His
particular brand of premillennialism became a key

8. Ibid., P. 42.
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theological orientation of the Bible and Prophecy Con-
ferences, which molded fundamentalism during the
1875-1920 period.

By the mid- 1880’s, premillennialism was a major
force in American Christianity. The most popular
advocate was William E. Blackstone, whose best-
selling volume Jesus is Coming, was translated into 48
languages. In 1891, Blackstone conceived and directed
the first major lobby effort in the United States advo- .
cating the establishment a Jewish state in Palestine. His
petition campaign received popular support from major
newspapers across the United States. The petition itself
urged President Benjamin Harrison to respond to Rus-
sian progroms against Jews and settle them in Pales-
tine. It stated in part:

Why not give Palestine back to them (the Jews)
again? According to God’s distribution of nations it is
their home and inalienable possession from which they
were expelled by force®.

Blackstone and a network of supporters enlisted
signatures from influential Americans in every major
city, including newspaper editors, Senators, Congress-
persons, clergy, and academics. Among the signators
were Chief Justice of the Supreme Court Melville Ful-
ler, hundreds of Roman Catholic and Protestant clergy,
plus such business leaders as John D. Rockefeller, J.P.

9. For a more detailed account see Sandeen, Ibid, P. 19.

55

http://kotob.has.it



impending judgement. Historian LeRoy Froom
summarized the period:

After the troublous times of the American Revolu-
tion and its aftermath, and especially after the devastat-
ing effects of the infidelic French philosophy, men
turned again to the Bible for light, especially the
prophecies of Daniel and Revelation. They were seek-
ing a satisfying explanation of the prevailing irreligion
of the time and to find God’s way out of the
situation.®®, :

Not everyone turned to their Bibles for comfort and
direction, but many did. Theologians and the clergy be-
gan to revive their favorite Apocalyptic passages which
were increasingly interpreted to provide clues to God’s
future plans for history. At the same time, these pas-
sages took on a literal focus concerning Israel and the
return of the Jews to Palestine.

One of the important spokesmen for Christian Zion-
ism during this period was an Anglican clergyman
named Rev. Louis Way. After studying Bible prophecy
and developing a fascination with Jewish restoration in
Palcstine, Way became (in 1809) director of a flounder-
ing missionary group, the London Society for Promot-
ing Christianity among the Jews. Through his efforts,

5. LeRoy Froom, The Prophetic Faith of Our Fathers, Washington

Review and Herald Press, 1954, p. 137.
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the Society became a powerful force, largely through its
popular journal, The Jewish Expositor.

Way emphasized three key elements in his approach
to Christian Zionism: «restoration» of the Jews in
Palestine as a fulfillment of Biblical prophecy; careful
charting of contemporary events which indicate that
Jesus’ return is near; a restored Jewish state should
make no- provision for the Arabs and must be en-
visioned as exclusively Jewish. Rev. Way’s teachings »
had an enormous effect upon several M.P.’s, many
academics and writers such as Samuel Taylor Col-
eridge, who was a devout follower of Way=(

The second influential figure during this period was
the Honorable Henry Drummond, a member of the
British House of Commons for more than a decade.
Ernest Sandeen, a historian of this period, has noted
that Drummond’s famed Albury Conferences (named
after his estate) more than any other event, gave struc-
ture to the British millenarian revival, consolidating
both the theology and the group of men who were to
defend it. The Conference in 1829, for example, issued
the following outline of thier doctrine:

1. This «dispensation» or age will not end insensibly
but cataclysmically in judgement and destruction of the
church in the same manner in which the Jewish dis-

6. Emest Sandeen, The Roots of Fundamentalism, Chicago: The
University of Chicago Press, 1970, p. 19.
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land’s imperial aspirations. Clearly, the British saw
themselves as God’s chosen vessels and at an early
phase of English history, the Biblical symbols, popular
writings and idenitification with Biblical Israel united
the British with the Jewish people.

Tuchman cites the earliest knows essay in English
literature, the «Epistle of Gildas» (written about 550
A.D.), which employs analogies from the Old Testa-
ment to depict England’s struggle for survival. In this
case, England was compared to Israel who defeated the
hated Philistines in order to become a people of
destiny.® Similar analogies were utilized by England’s
literary giants, such as the Venerable Bede (ninth cen-
tury), John Milton, William Wordsworth, George
Eliot, and many others.

What Tuchman failed to observe due to her uncritical
bias toward Zionism one finds corrected in a new study
by Regina Sharif. Her survey of three centuries of west-
ern history focuses exclusively upon Gentile contribu-

tions to Zionism. Sharif traces the roots of modern .
Gentile Zionism to the Protestant Reformation and the’

Puritan Revolution. She attributes the Reformer’s prin-
ciples of «the priesthood of all believers», of placing the
Bible in the hands of the people, and the tendency to-
ward biblical literalism as responsible for a dramatic

3. Barbara Tuchman Bible and Sword, New York: Simon and Schus-
ter, 1983.
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shift in Western Christendom. In addition, the Puri-
tan’s preoccupation with Old Testament themes com-
bined with Europe’s lust for the Holy Land (leftover
from the Crusades) and contributed to the rise of
Christian Zionism.

Perhaps the earliest British theologian to advocate
Jewish «restoration» in Palestine (which is the essence
of Zionism) was Rev. Thomas Brightman (1585).
While his publications received little public attention
during the Elizabethan literary renaissance, one of
Brightman’s students. Sir Henery Finch, became a
member of Parliament and developed a large following.
In 1621, Finch wrote the following:

(The Jews) shall repair to their own country - shall
inhabit all the parts of the land as before, (they) shall
live in safety, and continue in it forever..

Despite these early pioneers, Christian Zionism was
neither systematized nor truly popular among the mas-
ses until after the French Revolution. As had been the
case through out history, Millennarian thought
emerged during periods of great social and economic
upheaval. Immediately following the American and
French Revolutions, traditional interpretations of his-
tory and life in general were called into question and
the British turned to a heightened awareness of God’s

4. Regina Sharif, Non-Jewish Zionism, (London, Zed Press, 1983).
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enemies in the Battle of Armageddon and administer
the Government of the millenial kingdom.

Many Americans cannot decide whether nuclear war
or Soviet Communism is the greater evil. The Rapture
resolves this contradiction. The Soviet Union will be
«ultimately totally destroyed,» falwell told the Los
Angelus Times, but Christians living in Communist
lands will be «taken out in the Rapture.» Thus, the rap-
tured saints will survive World War III. They will re-
turn to a world cleansed of Communists and Commun-
ism. «The Communitst threat,» Falwell wrote in 1983,
«will cease forever».

For Americans paralyzed by the fear of universal
holocaust, the Rapture is an eschatological escape
clause, a biblical promise that even nuclear warfare will
serve a purpose in God’s plan for history. This doc-
trine, more than any other, explains the rising influence
of Armageddon theology in American society.

The Fixation upon Israel as a literal fulfillment of
Biblical prophecy and the priority is given within the
premillennialist theological system has become a major
source of support for the Jewish state. Today the multi-
million dollar televangelists, the vast majority of whom
are premillennialists, have established a symbiotic rela-
tionship with Israel’s political leadership and must now
be seen as having major influence on President
Reagan, the Pentagon, and U.S. foreign policy.
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Historical Perspectives:

American fundamentalism adopted the Revisionist
Zionist agenda completely independent of pressure or
contacts with Jewish Zionists. The major source of
Christian Zionist doctrine gaining a foothold in the Un-
ited States was British fundamentalism, where an iden-
tification with Israel had developed over fifteen centur-
ies.

Pulitzer Prize winring historian Barbara Tuchman,
while herself a Ziorist, attributes the British attach-
ment to «Israel» to two factors: first, a literal inter-
pretation of the Bible and its translation info English;
second, England’s cc’onial need for a landbridge to In-
dia and her subsequ :nt desire to secure Middle East
oil. Tuchman examines these and other historical dyna-
mics in her important volume Bible and Sword, elabor-
ating upon the development of literary, cultural and re-
ligious symbolism which depicted England as the «New
Israel» (similar use of the «New Israel» concept are still
alive in South Africa, the United States, and the Israeli
settlement movement - see Chapters V - VIII).

As Tuchman develops these and related arguments,
she explores the literary, cultural, political and reli-
gious symbolism which were created to undergrid Eng-

2. Hal Lindsay, The Promise, Eugene Oregon, Harvest Publications,
1982, pg. 199.
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interprets the «fire on Magog» described by the
prophet Ezekiel as a prediction that nuclear missiles
will annihilate the Soviet Union.

Falwell has drawn similar conclusions. The Bible pre-
dicts a Soviet invasion of the Middle East, he told the
Lost Angeles Times in 1981. «And it is at that time
when I believe there will be some nuclear holocaust on
this earth.... And Russia will be the offender and will
be ultimatcly totally destroyed».

Objective is polltical power:

Before the rise of Moral Majority, the theology of
Armageddon usually bred fatalism and passivity in the
political sphere. To the older generation of dispensa-
tionalists, political action at best was irrelevant in a
doomed world. At worst, politics distracted Christians
from the church’s only legitimate function: to win souls
for Christ before the final breakdown of history.

But the new generation of dispensationalists have
adopted a comprehensive social and political agenda.
No longer content to watch from the sidelines while
wars, revolutions, natural disasters and economic crises
herald the end of the age, the preachers of
Armageddon are organizing for the political power
they need to guide nerica through the last turbulent
years of human history.

Today, nuclear dispensationalism is no longer con-
fined to a religious subculture on the outer margin of
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fundamentalist Christianity. Dispensationalist
preachers reach between 10 and 15 million television
viewers every week. The Late Great Planet Earth has
sold more than 20 million copies. A report published
last year by pollister Daniel Yankelovich showed that
almost four out of ten Americans believe that «when
the Bible predicts that the earth will be destroyed by
fire, it’s telling us that a nuclear war is inevitable».’

But why is a doctrine of inevitable nuclear war gain-
ing ground in our society?

Part of the answer is that dispensationalism is the re-
ligious analogue to secular theories that nuclear war is
winnable and survivable. Despite scientific gvidence to
the contrary, no dispensationalist equates nuclear war
with the extinetion of humanity. In fact, dispensational-
ists contemplate the future with joy. The tribulation is
only the agonized birth of a new age -a messianic era of
peace under the kingship of Jesus Christ,

But the doctrine of Christ’s Second Coming is not the
only reason the preaghgrs of Armageddon do not fear
nuclear war.

Falwell, Lindsey and most other dispensationalists
believe that born-again Christians will be raptured -
physically lifted up and reunited with Christ in the air
before the earth is convulsed by the catastrophes of the
end-times. At the end of the tribulation period, the rap-
tured believers will return with Christ to destroy God’s
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ion is an «evil empire» destined to disappear from his-
tory. According to Jerry Falwell and other leading per-
sonalities in the New Christian Right, the destruction of
Soviet military power is part of God’s timetable for the
«end-times,» the end c£ human history.

The doctrine of Armageddon is not the speculative
fantasy of a cult but the basic tenet of an historic move-
ment in fundamentalist Christianity known as «dispen-
sationalism.» Numbering at least eight million adhe-
rents, this movement today is one of the dominant
forms of American fundamentalism.

Armageddon doctrine is based on the belief that
God’s «countdown» for human history is spelled out in
the Bible. Succeeding generations of dispensationalists
have seen in historical crises - especially in the world
wars and economic depressions of this century - evi-
dence of the coming end-times chaos described in the
biblical books of Daniel and Revelation.

Today, dispensationalists interpret the rise of Soviet
power and events in the Middle East as key indicators
that the tribulation - the final stage of human history -
is about to begin.

In the dispensationalist worldview, the present age is
under the control of Satan and is rapidly approaching a
war crisis. This crisis will precipitate limited nuclear
wars and the destruction. of Soviet power. Because all
of these events are outlined in Bible prophecy, they
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constitute God’s plan for human history. No govern-
ment, no arms control treaty can stop the countdown to
Armageddon.

The deadliest catastrophes of the tribulation period
will be played out in the Middle East. Falwell and
other preachers of Armageddon predict that Soviet,
European, Iranian, African and Chinese armies will in-
vade Israel. Although millions of Jews will die, a rem-
nant will survive to accept Jesus Christ as Lord.

These events, which mark the end of the present age,
are a necessary prologue to the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ. Before the human race reaches th€ pqint of self-
destruction, Jesus will return with an army of saints to
destroy the forces of Antichrist- the archenemy of
God - in the Battle of Armageddon. The tribulation
will end with the dawning of the Millenium, a thousand-
year era of peace under a «spiritual aristocracy» of
born-again Christians.

Falwell’s linkage of nuclear warfare with biblical
prophecy underscores the most important change in
Armageddon doctrine since World Wwar II. To
accommodate the technology of nuclear war in their
systemofbiblicalinterpretation,manydespensationalists
have «nuclearized» the Bible.

The leading apologist for «nuclear dispensational-
ism» is author Hal Lindsey. In The Late Great Planet
Earth, the best- selling nonfiction title of the 1970s, he
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with the visible return of Christ and the Battle of
Armageddon, the last war of history.

TheviolenceofthetribulationfulfillsGod’smasterplan
for history. One purpose is «to punish unbelievers.»
Another is «to purge Israel.» The Jews who survive this
holocaust will convert en masse to Christianity.

The Millenium:

A thousand-year messianic kingdom administered by
Jewish converts and the born-again Christians who re-
turned with Christ to fight against Antichrist. The earth
will be transformed. Disease, poverty, injustice, war will
disappear.
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Armageddon: the doctrine of
Millions believe the
Bible predicts nuclear holocaust

By Andrew Lang Convergence Editor

This is the first of two articles on nuclear «

Armageddon and the Reagan Administration. In the
next issue, the President’s views on Armageddon will
be examined. -

On April 8 The Washington Post published an alarm-
ing assessment of evidence linking President Reagan
with a position, widely maintained in fundamentalist
circles, that jesus Christ will return in the near future
after a world crisis characterized by rising Soviet power
and limited nuclear war.

On several occasions the President has said that
«Armageddon» - the war between good and evil de-
scribed in the New Testament book of Revelation -
may happen in this generation.

The possibility that President Reagan may personally
believe that the end of the world is imminent raises a
number of chilling questions about his ability to act
rationally in a nuclear crisis. It also suggests a religious
basis for the President’s conviction that the Soviet Un-
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and defeat the Northern satanic force (interpreted as
the Soviet Union) prior to Jesus’ Second Coming (see
Ezekiel 38-39). Jesus will then return to establish a
thousand year reign of peace.

Countdown to Armageddon

The following outline is based on the writings of Jerry
Falwell, Hal Lindsey and other nuctear dispensational-
ists. Quotations are from «Nuclear War and the Second

Coming of Jesus Christ» by Jerry Falwell.

The Rapture:

Born-again Christians are «caught up to meet the Lord
in the air». -
The Tribulation:

The last seven years of the present age. The Roman
Empire rises again, probably in the form of a united con-
federation of Western European states led by the Anti-

christ.

In the first phase of the tribulation, the Soviet Union
invadeslsraelwithArab,AfricanandWar-sawPactallies.
This is the first war fought on Israeli territory during the
tribulation. (Armageddon is the second). Eventually,
God destroys the Soviet armies «on the mountains of
Israel»andunleashesnuclearwaronthe Soviethomeland.

«The Communist threat will cease forever».

Inthe second phase of the tribulation, «the fullpowerof
the Antichrist will be unleashed...» The tribulation ends
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evangelical («euangellion») means «one who shares the
good news,» meaning the Gospel of Jesus Christ. The
contemporary connotation of the term evangelical, as
utilized in the secular media, today encompasses over
50 million Americans, ranging from the televangelists
(Jimmy Swaggart, Pat Robertson), Dr. Billy Graham,
and the radical Sojourners Community. Dr. Graham
would be representative of mainstream evangelical
Christianity, the majority of whom do not subscribe to
the above position. The evangelical «left,» such as So-
journers, is an increasingly influential but numerically
small segment of evangelicalism. They support a prov-
gressive political agenda on peace and human rights
concerns. Very few, if any, from the «left» would sup-
port the fundamentalist’s political positions.

However, the most visible and fastest growing
branch within the evangelical movement is fun-
damentalism, or the «Evangelical Right.» They can be
subdivided into two communities. First, the traditional
fundamentalists, whose roots date back to 1885-1920
era when numerous doctrinal battles raged over evolu-
tion, scientific analysis, and «modernism.» Their name
was derived from a series of pamphlets issued between
1910-1915 titled. «The Fundamentals». Such spokes-
men as William Jennings Bryan and Princeton theolo-
gian James Gresham Machen sought to defend the faith
against the satanic influences of liberalism. According
to «The Fundamentals», the irreducible doctrines are:
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the deity of Jesus Christ, the Virgin Birth, the bodily
Resurrection, substitutionary atonement through
Christ, the imminent Second Coming of Jesus, and
most important, the primacy of the Bible as God’s in-
errant word. Many fundamentalists withdrew into an
apolitical stance and formed a subculture into them-
selves after the Scopes’ trial and similar public setbacks
following World War 1.

The other tradition within the evangelical «right» has ,
roots as far back as the Protestant Reformation but has
only recently become a massive movement. This
second tradition of fundamentalism combines many of
the above mentioned doctrines but heightens'the accent
on eschatology. They are the premillennialists, who be-
lieve that Jesus will return to earth very soon to estab-
lish a thousand year rule of peace («Millennium»). Af-
ter the «final judgment», people will be doomed for
eternity or enter Paradise. The apocalyptic book of Re-
velation, particularly chapter 20: 1-6, is an important
Biblical basis for this view.

The premillennialists teach that the world will con-
tinue to degenerate whereas evil and the rule of the
Anti-Christ will gain control, necessitating a final battle
at Armageddon (the plain of Megiddo in Israel) and the
return of Jesus. Of more significance than the Christian
Church, according to premillennialist doctrine, is the
central role to be played by Israle during the final phase
of history. It is Israel that will rise as a military power
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state, Blackstone sent him a marked copy of the Old
Testament in order to reinforce his conviction that Jews
must return only to the Holy Land in order to fulfill Bi-
ble prophecy. The marked Bible is displayed today
near Herzl’s tomb in Jerusalem.

Palestinians and their advocates should not be sur-
prised by the current ground-swell of support that
Israel receives in the United States from Christian fun-
damentalists. Nor is it unique for an American Presi-
dent, Pentagon officials, and key Senators or Congress-
persons to become enchanted with Christian Zionist
themes such as «Armageddon». The Reagan Adminis-
tration is not the first team to employ such rhetoric, nor
will they be the last. However, what is surprising is the
fact that Middle East analysts and progressive forces
continue to underestimate the political power of fun-
damentalist Christian Zionists.

Christian fundamentalist support of Revisionist
Zionism has a long and complicated history, perhaps
too extensive to summarize in this brief essay. There-
fore, the following study will examine the essential doc-
trines of one aspect of Christian, Zionism, the Amer-
ican fundamentalists. It will summarize the historical
developments which gave rise to fundamentalist.

1. Timothy Weber, Living in the Shadow of the Second Coming,
'Grand Rapids, Zondervan Publishing House, 1983, pg. 13. See
. also Peter Grose, Israel.in the Mind of America, New York:
Alfred A. Knopl, 1983, P. 37.
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Christian Zionism and then highlight representative
leaders and the organizations that are functioning in the
United States today. It will become clear that Christian
fundamentalists predated Revisionist Zionism and
paved the way for both popular and political support of
its ideology even at the highest levels in Western gov-
ernments.

All In The Name Of The Bible
What is Fundamentalist Christian Zionists Be-:
lieve?

Christian Zionism takes numerous forms today rang-
ing from the highly visible fundamentalist preacher
Rev. Jerry Falwell to the liberal Catholic and former
Congressman Fr. Robert Drinan. Our particular foeus
in this study is the fundamentalist understanding of
Christian Zionism, which we will define as:

The belief that the return of the Jews to Palestine and
creation of a modern and exclusively Jewish state,
Israel, are the fulfillment of Biblical prophecy. Addi-
tional signs indicate that history has entered its last
stage, which will include the final battle with the Anti-
Christ at Armageddon and the Second Coming of Jesus
Christ.

At the outset of the study it will be wise to clarify a
common misconception concerning the terms evange-
lical and fundamentalist. The Greek root word for
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We pray eagerly await the day in which Jerusalem
and the mountain of the Lord will become the center of
mankind’s attention when our Lord’s kingdom will be-
come a reality (Micah 4:12,2).

Chapter II - Anxious for Armageddon:
Probing Israel’s Political Support
Among
American Fundamentalists
By Donald E. Wagner

Most students of the Palestinian- Israeli conflict are
unaware of the crucial political role that Christian fun-
damentalists have playec to facilitate the gaals of the
maximalist wing («all of Palestine is Jewish») in the
Zionist movement. It is not widely known, for exam-
ple, that the early catch-phrase of the Zionist move-
ment. It is not widely known, for example, that the ear-
ly catch- phrase of the Zionists - «a land of no people
for a people with no land» - was coined by a Christian
fundamentalist nearly sixty years before Theodore
Herzl employed it.

Or how many people realize that the first major lob-
by effort in the United States on behalf of the Jewish
state occurred as early as 1891? The campaign was con-
ceived and choreographed by the Christian fun-
damentalist author and preacher, William Blackstone.
A few years later, when Herzl wavered in his commit-
ment to Palestine as the potential site of the Jewish
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Recognizing the plight of the Arab refugees from
Israel in 1948, and at other periods, most of which we
know was the result of Arab leaders, calls to clear
the battlefields of friendly civilians and to deprive the
Jewish homeland of its Arab population, this congress
calls upon the Arab States, the United Nations (espe-
cially UNN.R.W.A)), its member states and private
groups, to provide by all means for absorption and
permanent resettlement of these refugees in the lands
to which they have fled, as has been the historic right of
refugees (for example, in Europe in the aftermath of
W.W. 11, and in the Indian subcontinent, in Africa and
in S.E. Asia more recently). We also call for justice for
the Jews from the Arab countries who lost their family
members, homes and property through persecution,
and were forced to seek refuge in Israel and other coun-
tries.

Resolution No. 11: Let us Help Israel Economically
and Create an International Christian Investment
Fund.

Recognizing the great need for economic develop-
ment in Israel today, we, the assembled delegates,
commit to do all we can to encourage the import and
purchase of Israeli goods and services in our home
countries, and the investment of private capital in
Israel.

In this latter respect, we commit to do all we can in

32

our home countries to create an International Christian
Investment Fund, with a goal of one hundred million
dollars to be invested in the development of Israel, for
example, in high technology industries and in tourism.

Resolution No. 12: All Nations Should Bar Com-
pliance with Anti-Israel Boycotts.

This Congress demands that every nation which has
not yet done so, as well as the European Economic
Community, the Organization for Economic Coopera- '
tion and Development and other such bodies, shall
enact the strongest possible legislation barring any
compliance by private persons or companies with the
Arab trade boycott against Israel and with any boycotts
in international sports or other areas. Furthermore, we
ask that all Christians and others of good will refuse to
comply with any such boycotts.

Resolution No. 13: We Call Upon the W. C. C. to see
Biblical Link of the People and the Land.

The Congress respectfully asks the World Council of
Churches in Geneva to recognize the Biblical link be-
tween the Jewish People and their Promised Land as
well as the deep Biblical and prophetical dimension of
the State of Israel. '

Resolution No. 14: Pray for the Coming Kingdom of
the Lord.
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nations of the world, including the U.S.A. and the na-
tions of Europe, should provide no arms or weapons to
the nations in a state of war with Israel, or even to
Egypt unless she fullv honors her treaty obligations to
establish normal relations with Israel, including trade
and tourism.

Resolution No. 7: All Governments Must Stop Enter-
taining Terrorists.

We Most forcefully deplore the shameful tendency of
some of our governments to give aid, comfort and rec-
ognition to the PLO (and its related entities), a recog-
nized terrorist organization which has sworn a covenant
to destroy Israel and her People; because the Word
says, «I will bless those who bless you and I will curse
him that curses thee,» (Gen. 12:3). Surely aid, comfort
or recognition to the PLO constitutes a curse to Israel -
as well as one which periodically, like the viper that is
the PLO symbol, turns its terror on supporters and
friends. While we favor discussion by Israel and other
nations with all peaceful nations and groups which rec-
ognize Israel, we call for the ostracism of the PLO,
Israel’s sworn enemy.

Resolution No. 8: We Condemn Anti-Semitism in all
its Forms.

The Congress condemns anti-semitism in every form
and shape and requests all individuals, governments
and non-governmental organizations, to refrain from,
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to condemn, and by every legal means, to expose, cen-
sure and punish any incidents of anti-semitism (anti-
Jewishness) in any form, including anti-Zionism and
anti-Israel activity, whether by word or by deed. In this
regard Christians should be quick to defend Israel and
her leaders against any slander, slurs, misstatements
and untruths, in the media and elsewhere.

Resolution No. 9: We Remember Past Anti-Jewish
Atrocities and Resolve «Never Again». ‘

This Congress resoltely faces the history of the Cru-
sades, the programs, and the Holocaust, recognizes
that they contained the vile seeds of hate which led to
vicious outbreaks of a iti-semitic and anti-Jewish activ-
ity, as well as terror to sther peoples and groups; recog-
nizes that these were perpetrated by persons nations
and organizations calling themselves by the name
«Christian» but clearly not embodying the love of Jesus
for all persons and especially for His own People, the
Jews; and vows, while counseling love, forgiveness and
hence healing, for all whom the Lord gives grace, never
to forget what so-called Christians did in these epochs,
to the shame of the Gospel and so-called Christian civi-
lization, and never to let such atrecities - or the perni-
cious lies upon which they were built- to recur unchal-
lenged.

Resolution No. 10: We Enoourage Resettlement of
Refugees from Israel and Seek Justice for Jewish Re-
fuges.
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on the part of nations which themselves have received
recognition.

Resolution No. 4: All Nations Should Recognize
Judea and Samaria as Belonging to Israle.

The Congress declares that Judea and Samaria (in-
accurately termed «the West Bank») are and by Biblic-
al right, as well as international law and practice, ought
to be, a part of Israel: that Israel should so declare
them to be; that the nations and peoples of the world
should so recognize them to be, de facto and de jure;
and that, as with other epochs of Israeli history when
the status of other parts of the Land were in doubt, we
trust in the Lord and in the God-given wisdom of
Israel’s citizens, to resolve, justly and peaceably, the
means by which Israel will continue to be both a free,
democratic state and a Jewish State, whith full ethnic.
political, racial, religious and cultural rights for all its
citizens. '

Furthermore, as a tangible expression of support for
Israel’s efforts to settle Judea and Samaria, we call
upon our home communities and congregations tobe
«twinned» with communities in Judea and Samaria and
to contribute to the establishment of parks, forests and
recreation areas there.

Resolution No. 5: All Nations Should Move Their
Embassies to Jerusalem.

The Congress recognizes the unequivocal status of
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Jerusalem, the city of David, as the eternal and undi-
vided capital of the renascent State of Israel, urges ev-
ery nation to so recognize it as such: specifically urges
each nation to locate its embassy there; applauds
Israel’s scrupulous protection and respect, by law and
in practice, for the rights of each cultural and religious
minority within Jerusalem for their institutions and
recognized holy sites; and congratulates Mayor Teddy
Kollek and all the citizens of Jerusalem for helpmg_
make Jerusalem «a praise in all the earth». (Ps. 62:7) In
no other city has tne Lord said He would place his
name. Having reached the end of Jerusalem being
downtrodden under the Gentiles (Luke 21:24), and
having seen the fig tree (the figure for Israel) spoken of
by Jesus (Luke 21: 29-31) blossoming, the nations of
the world which see themselves as Christian ought to
line up with the Word. It is not too daring to suggest
that our national embassies, despite security measures,
will suffer assault and terrorism, until we pecognize
Jerusalem by putting our embassy there; as we give
proper respect it shall be given to us.

Resolution No. 6: All Friendly Nations Must Desist
from Arming Israel’s Foes.

We urgently demand that nations friendly to Israel
cease and desist from supplying any arms or weapons to
any nation in a state of war with Israel or which refuses
to honor legitimate requirements of existing treaty
obligations with Israel. We mean by this that the free
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Apple of God’s eye. You cannot be blessed but will be
cursed, as was Pharoah, until you let them go freely
straight to Israel. The question is not whether East or
West, communism or capitalism, are more attractive
and desirable. We hold forth not the lure of a more
affluent Diaspora in the West, but God’s heart call to a
promised inheritance in Israel.

We beseech President Reagan at the upcoming Sum-
mit, and all Western leaders, to insist on this new Ex-
odus as a precondition to any agreement with the
Soviets, except, of course, preliminary agreements to
ensure free emigration.

We ask Israel to specifically invite all members of the
Jewish Family in the U. S. S. R. «to come home» and to
make ready for this new Ingathering.

Resolution No. 2: Israel Must Reach Out and be
Accepted Internationally. The Congress respectfully
encourages the State of Israel and its citizens to partici-
pate fully and proudly in every international organiza-
tion and undertaking which may benefit it, its citizens,
or other nations and their citizenry. Israel, in a pro-
found sense, is a Light to the nations when it brings the
wisdom and understanding it has achieved in many
realms, founded on the study of the Holy Scriptures,
reaching from the exploitation of the Earth’s agricuitu-
ral and other resources to the exploration of outer
space, into these deliberations. This should be ex-
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tended from the U.N. system and its specialized agen-
cies, to every regional body of which Israel by right
should be a part Mediterranean, Middle Eastern and
Southern European, and to vital bilateral efforts. So,
too, in the critical areas of non- governmental organiza-
tion, artistic, business, cultural, environmental, scien-
tific, and technical, sports, student, labor and others,
Israelis have done much, but can participate still more.

We further strongly urge our respective governments
and non-governmental organizations, directly and
through the U.N. system and through other inter-
governmental and non-governmental entities, to insist
that Israel and Israeli non-governmental organizations
are received as equal partners in all acts and delibera-
tions, and that our national delegations walk out or
otherwise show strong displeasure should others try to
block Israel’s participation.

Resolution No. 3: All Nations Should Recognize
Israel.

We urge all of our national governments to accord
full diplomatic recognition to the State of Israel, and
most specifically request that the Vatican State, Spain,
the U.S.S.R., and the Soviet Bloc countries, as well as
the Arab Bloc and the Third World countries move ex-
peditiously to do so, as a long overdue right of a nation
whose birth was formally recognized by the U.N.
General Assembly, and as a matter of common decency
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6 - All Friendly Nations Should Desist from Arming
Israel’s Foes.

7 - All Governments Must Stop Entertaining Terror-
ists.

8 - We Condemn Anti-Semitism in all its Forms. -

9 - We Remember Past Anti-Jewish Atrocities and Re-
solve «Never Again».

10 - We Encourage Resettlement of the Refugees from
Israel and Seek Justice for Jewish Refugees.

11 - Let us Help Israel Economically and Create an
International Investment Fund.

12 - All Nations Should Bar Compliance with Anti-
Israel Boycotts.

13 - We Call Upon the W. C. C. to see Biblical Link to
the People and the Land.

14 - We Pray for the Coming kingdom of the Lord.

Resolution No. 1: No Concessions to the U. S. S. R.
While Soviet Jews Cannot Go to Israel.

The Congress hereby asks that all Bible - believing
Christians strongly urge their national and state govern-
ments, and the instrumentalities of such governments,
not to make or extend any treaties or other internation-
al agreements with the U.S.S.R., Ethiopia, Syria, or
other such nations until they agree to allow their Jewish
citizens freely to emigrate directly to Israel, the only
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national homeland given specifically to the Jewish peo-
ple, and to grant to their Jewish, Christian and other
minerities full religious, cultural and linguistic rights.

The Biblical privilege, right - and for certain Ortho-
dox Jews the duty- to emigrate to Israel is distinct from,
but consistent with other God-given human rights: to
be united with one’s family, to be free from physical
and psychological persecution, and to be able to prac-
tice one’s religion freely, We invoke all of these in our
demand that the Soviet Union, Ethiopia, Syria and
other such states, «Let My People Go», and respect re-
ligious rights. -

We say most forcefully to Chairman Mikhail Gor-
bachev, and the leaders of these other nations which
have blocked Jewish emigration: you must «Let My
People Go:» or you will receive no trade or aid in food,
high technology or other goods and services you need,
and you will not receive the relief from the arms race
which is sapping your national productive strength.

We demand that all Soviet Jews who wish to emi-
grate be allowed to, even if they number over 2,5 mil-
lion, including all the so-called «disidents», «refuse-
niks», and «prisoners of Zion», without such barriers
as exit fees, military or security hold-ups, or ties to re-
calcitrant family.

We say to the U.S.S.R.: the Jewish people are not
mere pawns in the East-West struggle. They are the
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First, we speak to our fellow Christians: let us divest
ourselves of any pride or anti- semitism, hidden or
open, toward the Jews. Then let us support the Jewish
People with heartfelt love, faith and action, in light of
what the Bible teaches on God’s eternal covenant with
His People and His Land.

Second, we congratulate the State of Israel and her
citizens for their many achievements in the short span
of less than four decades. We exhort you to be strong in
the Lord and in the power of His might as you face the

many obstacles ahead. We also lovingly implore you:

please try to realize more clearly and to acknowledge
more openly that it is the hand of God, as prophesied in
your Holy Scriptures, which has restored the Land and
gathered in the Exiles, not just the strength of your own
hands. Finally, we call upon every Jew throughout the
world to consider making aliyah to Israel, and upon ev-
ery Christian to encourage and support their Jewish
friends in this freely-taken but God- inspired step.

Third, we speak to the nations which are friends of
Israel but whose policies totter between true support

and political expediency. We ask you to establish your

embassies in Jerusalem, to emphasize the age-old link
of the eternal Jewish People with their God-given city,

and to recognize Judea and Samaria as part of the.

Land. : : _
Fourth, we warn the nations hostile to Israel, includ-
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ing the Arab nations (except Egypt) and the Soviet Un-
ion, to stop the obstruction of peace in the Middie East.

We also ask the U.S.S.R. to Let all Soviet Jews emi-
grate to Israel, starting with the 400,000 who have re-
quested exit visas, without any further delay, and to
grant full religious liberty to all Soviet citizens.

Fifth, we ask nations which have not done so, to rec-
ognize Israel diplomatically, to support her interna-

tionally, and to oppose any blacklist or boycott against '

her.

Sixth, most importantly and urgently, we pray for the
coming of the day when all peoples in Israel, through-
out the Middle East and around the world, truly will
live in peace and safety as the Lord has prophesied.

Seventh, we hereby formally adopt the following re-
solutions of the Congress, and the full text of each
which follows:

1 - No Concessions to the U.S.S.R. while Soviet Jews
Cannot Emigrate.

2 - Israel Must Reach Out and be Accepted Interna-
tionally.

3 - All Nations Should Recognize Israel.

4 - All Nations Should Recognize Judea and Samaria
as Belonging to Israel.

5 - All Nations Should Move Their Embassies to Jeru-
salem.
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DECLARATION OF THE
INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN ZIONIST
LEADERSHIP CONGRESS

Basel, Switzerland - August 27 - 29, 1985

Preamble:

We delegates, gathered here from many different na-
tions and church backgrounds, in the very same hall
where, 88 years ago, Dr. theodor Herzl and the assem-
bled delegates of the first Zionist Congress, laid the
foundation for the re-birth of the state of Israel, have
come together to pray and seek the Lord, to acknow-
ledge our tremendous debt to Israel (the People, the
Land and the Faith) and to show solidarity with her.
We realize that today, after the terrible suffering the
Jews have experienced, they still face similar hateful
and destructive forces.

As Christians we realize that the Church too often
failed the Jews in their long history of suffering and
persecution. We unite here in Europe, 40 years after
the end of the Holocaust, to show our support and to
speak up for the state whose birth was prepared here.
We say «Never again» to the forces which would bring a
new holocaust upon the Jewish People.
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the Middle East. As.the head of CBN, Pat Robertson,
is reported to be the majonty stockholder of the new
Lebanese Broadcasting Corporation (LBC). Still
others specialise in the distribution of Bibles among
Muslims, or «evangelizing», which often means pro-
selytizing among Jews, Miuslims and Christians.

There are others who are reluctant to even discuss
 their activities or presence. These are often groups who
send people into Muslim countries, not as missionar-
ies», but as business peopl_e, teachers, nurses, dog:tors,
etc. This is often referred to as «tent-making ministry»,
and some of these groups are apparently afraid that any
significant cooperation with the local churches would
bring their activities to the attentnon of the locat author-
ities.

v Among the many groups in Cyprus are several which
appear to be open to dialogue with the MECC. Several
initiatives have been undertaken with these groups,
both to better understand their point of view and op-
erations as well as to try to convey the

ONGOING AND ENVISAGED MECC
ACTIVITIES

A series of discussions were organized at the MECC
Office in Limassol, Cyprus, during the autumn of 1985,
at the mv1tat10n of Gabnel Habib. He and the Rev.
Rlad Jar]our partlapated on behalf of the MECC
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Groups willing to enter into these discussions included
Ministry to the Middle East Christians (MMC), Middle
East Christian Outreach (MECO), Link Coordination
(also known as BMMF), Operation Mobilization
(OM), Youth With a Mission, and World Vision.

One result has been the decision among some of the
Western evangelical groups to organize a conference
for the autumn of 1986. They will bring as many repre-
sentatives of these groups as possible. The MECC Wwas"
asked to bring resource persons from the MECC or
from the Middle Eastern churches.

Another result is seen in the efforts to inctease coop-
eration between the MECC and some U.S. groups
working with the North-American evangelical com-
munity. One example is the groups which are being
brought to the region by Mercy Corps International,
which is attempting to make North-American evange-
licals more aware of the life and witness of Christians
and the churches in the region. This is being done
through seminars, publications and group visits to the
Middle East.

These efforts are being coordinated through the
MECC Ecumenical Travel Office (ETO).

Limassol, April 14, 1986.
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A FIRST CONCLUSION

With concrete reference to the Basel Christian Zion-
ist Leader ship congress, it is clear from the research
done that these people represent a fairly small, though
well-financed segment of Christians. .

It also is clear that they deliberately have attempted
to exaggerate their influence and, last but not least,
representativity. More alarmingly, all evidence at hand
tends to indicate that the whole operation was done
with malice aforethought and intention to confuse and
to misrepresent. This has been substantiated by certain
stories published in the West but also in some of the
Middle Eastern media.

All this is presenting a very real danger to christian
credibility everywhere and, in particular, to the christ-
ians in the Middle East.

It, therefore, would seem to be urgently called for
that appropriate church bodies and leadership de-
nounce this maneuver, seek to obtain more information
about its background and persons involved and clearly
distance themselves from it.

Furthermore, it not done, this might even jeopardize
the MECC’S continuing efforts to seek and maintain di-
alogue with such Western Evangelical groups that ge-
nuinely seek to work in a Christian Spirit and according

-~ —- ~to the basic principles of Christian faith.
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EVANGELICALS IN
CYPRUS

Due to conditions prevailing throughout the region,
and increasing number of Western «evangelical» mis-
sions movements have located their Middle Eastern
headquarters on the island of Cyprus. These range in
size from small operations with one or two persons who
are perhaps operating out of their homes to organiza-
tions with ten or more executive staff on the island *
operating out of large expensive office complexes with
all the latest technological innovations. The MECC is
aware of some 22 groups based in Cyprus but has also
heard there may be as many as 30 to 35.

WESTERN

The types of programs and operations that are con-
ducted vary. World Vision, for example, while conduct-
ing some of its own programs, is primarily a funding
source with a multi-million doliar budget for its Middle
East undertakings. Others, such as Middle East Christ-
ian Outreach (MECCO) provide personnel for existing
institutions in the region - nurses, health care workers,
teachers, etc. Youth With a Mission is anticipating
building a large conference and training center to spe-
cialize in evangelism among Muslims. The Christian
Broadcasting Network - a US based organization which
owns and operates the Middle East Television METV)in
South Lebanon is predominantly interested in broad-
casting. They have recently added to their operations in
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The Road to Armageddon:

One trait that many of these extreme groups share is
their belief that the Bible predicts a nuclear annihila-
tion. -

This is an updated version of a trend of thinking in
fundamentalist theology known as «dispensational-
ism». Previous generations of dispensationalists be-
lieved that the end of time could be seen in such events
as the great depression or the World Wars. Now,
popularized by such writers as Hal LINDSEY, whose
book, «The Late Great Planet Earth» has reportedly
sold more than 20 million copies, as well as by evangel-
ists like Jerry FALWELL and Pat ROBERTSON, this
doctrine is gaining acceptance in new circles.

According to one Andrew LANG, the editor of an
inter-faith newsletter critical of this view:

«In the dispensationalist worldview, the present age
is under the control of Satan and is rapidly approaching
a war crisis. This crisis will precipitate limited nuclear
wars and the destruction of Soviet power. Because all
of these events are outlined in Bible prophecy, they
constitute God’s plan for human history. No govern-
ment, no arms control treaty can stop the count-down
to Armageddon.

«The deadliest catastrophes of the tribulation period
will be played out in the Middle East. Falwell and other
preachers of Armageddon predict that Soviet, Euro-
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pean, Iranian, Arab, African and Chines armies will in-
vade Israel. Although millions of Jews will die, a rem-
nant will survive to accept Jesus Christ as Lord.

«These events, which mark the end of the present
age, are a necessary prologue to the Second Coming of
Jesus Christ. Before the human race reaches the point
of self-destruction, Jesus- will return with an army of
saints to destroy the forces of Anti-Christ - the arch-
enemy of God - in the Battle of Armageddon. The tri-
bulation will end with the dawning of the Millenium, a*
thousand-year era of peace under a «spiritual aristocra-

cy» of born-again Christians».

-

Among the person who seem to have aaopted this
view of history is Pre ident Ronald Reagan. A number

. of theologians have s yeculated that people like Reagan

accept it because it provides a theological counterpart
to their strategic conviction that nuclear was is «winn-
able». Despite scientific evidence to the contrary, no
dispensationalist equates nuclear war with the extinc-
tion of humanity. But, to the contrary, many look for-
ward to it with eager expectation.

This view has been severely criticized by many lead-
ing religious figures in the United  States. Catholic
Bishop Thomas GUMBLETON of Detroit, for exam-
ple, challenged these views saying that they «violate the
ultimate truth of our Judeo- Christian spiritual tradi-
tion, that God wills life, not destruction of humanity».
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mated 20 «consulate offices» to assist its organizing
activities. A 1980 Jerusalem Post feature about the
ICEJ concluded: «The Embassy promotes every kind
of propaganda for the cause it cherishes, through press,
radio, films, tapes, meetings, 'love-Israel’ nights».

It promotes Israeli made products, sells Israeli bonds
to American churches and donates blood to the Israeli
armed forces.

In carrying out these and other activities on behalf of
Israel, the ICEJ constituency believe they are fulfilling
the wish of God while at the same time combatting
Satan and Communism. Indeed, in the minds of many,
Satan, communism, and Islam are all related.

Thus, for example, a few years ago, the Pittsburgh
«consulate» of the ICEJ printed a brochure in which
they declared: «Pray Against the Spirit of Islam».
According to them, among the «evil spirits» Islam was
responsible for «the spiritual bondage of the Arab
world»; «A great mockery of God -... a Moslem mos-
que sits on the most holy site: Mt. Moriah. This is a re-
proach on the sacred temple site».

The ICEJ is neither alone nor the most exteme of the
groups active on behalf of Israel. In the United States
alone, there are numerous organizations uncritically
supporting Israel. Some have been implicated in plots
to blow up Jerusalem’s Al-Agsa Mosque.

Among them we find the notorious.
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Temple Mount Foundation:

The Temple Mount Foundation counts with links in
Israel and numerous supportive bodies in the USA,
having also Jewish/Israeli involvement. Reportedly its
main distributor of funds in Israel is Stanley GOLD-
FOOT, South African by birth and presently Israeli
citizen.

The Temple Mount Foundation is known to have
provided money for legal defense funds for Jewish ter-
rorist zealots in Isreael. However, its main efforts are
geared towards the building of the «Third Temple», in
order to «accelerate the second coming». Thi$ presup-
poses the «elimination» of the Haram-as-Sharif com-
pound mosques in Jerusalem, something to be done
«by peaceful means», even though other means seem
not to be excluded.

Reportedly money is already being collected and
channelled for the purchasing of different elements -
cedar wood, marmor, etc. - for the erection of the
«Third Temple». And separately funded efforts are re-
ported to go to the Yeshivat Ateret Kohanim, a Jewish
academy located in the Old City of Jerusalem, dedi-
cated to the transmission of ritual clothings for high
priests to be worn in the Third Temple, etc.

And from here on, we easily move into.
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ness of the local Christians and their churches.

In this general context, one fecent event has caused
serious concern and should merit special attention and
follow-up: :

THE INTERNATIONAL CHRISTIAN
ZIONIST LEADERSHIP CONGRESS

On Auguét 27-29, 1985, a group known as the The In-
ternational Christian Embassy in Jerusalem (ICEJ)
organized a congress in Basel, Switzerland, Gathering
some five hundred participants, it was called «The In-
ternational Christian Zionist Leadership Congress».

According to conference organizers, it was «a re-
sponse first of all to God’s miraculous restoration of
His people to their land». «Our object», they claimed,
«is to examine both the historic roots and biblical basis
of christian attitude towards Israel».

They further claimed they had «brought together

christian leaders from a broad range of theological,
political and professional backgrounds».

The choice of Basel as the conference’s site was de-
claredly intentional; they chose to gather in the same
hall where, S9 years ago, Theodor Herzl conducted the
first Zionist congress. '

Predictably for anyone who has some information
about the ICEJ, the final declaration issued by the
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meeting was one of 'unqualifi_ed support for the state of
Israel coupled with warnings against any person, group,
or nation which did not share their own perception.

The reader will find enclosed the full text of that De-
claration consisting of 14 «resolutions». It should be
noted that resolution No. 13 addresses itself to the
World Council of Churches. However, to our know-
ledge neither the Declaration nor the resolution just re-
ferred to was ever sent or communicated to the WCC.

But how valid is the ICEJ’s claim that the congress
brought together a «broad range» of Christians? And,
more importantly, who do they really represent?

The International Christian Embassy in Jeru-
salem:

The ICEJ was established during September 1980 as
the response of a number of private individuals to thir-
teen countries withdrawing their embassies from Jeru-
salem. Though the funding sources of ICEJ are not
public information, it has definitely received funds
from fundamentalist Christian sources in South Africa,
the United States and Europe. There is speculation that
it may have received some Israeli government support
as well.

Presently the ICEJ conducts operations in more than
thirty countries throughout Europe, North America,
Asia and Australia. In the USA it maintains an esti-
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dependent of existing local churches, also with «con-
verts» gained from these.

BACKGROUND

To some extent, the missionary movement of the
19th century was motivated by a strong urge to «ex-
port» Western culture and values into the Middle East.
In some cases, this reached a point where «christian-
ity», «evangelization», and «civilization» became
synonymous with Euro-American civilization. Some
believed that no «true» church existed in the Middle
East, almost to the extent of ignoring the fact that
Christianity and the Bible came to them from the Mid-
dle East, instead of having been taken there by West-
ern mission. Others knew that the churches of the Mid-
dle East existed, but thought that they were not
«Christian» enough.

While there is a strong tendency among many of the
new «evangelical» groups to repeat these mistakes, it is
necessary to add that some of these movements are also
characterized by new and original traits which seriously
jeopardize Christian witness not only in the Middle
East, but in their home countries as well.

This calls for a particular responsibility on the part of
the churches in those countries, especially the USA,
where most of these movements originate.

Among these new «evangelicals», we may notice the

following types. Of course, as is true of any attempt to
categorize groups of people, there may be cases which
combine several of the attribtes listed:

- There are some who come with a very genuine zeal
to «bring us Jesus Christ>. We will try to speak with
these people to the fullest extent possible in the hope of
transforming their understanding of the ministry of our
churches.

- There are those who come knowing that we exist but
do not recognize that we are «Christian» enough. We
will also dialogue with them.

- There are those who come knowing that we exist
but do not recognize that we are «christian»*enough.
We will also dialogue with them.

- But there are also those who come to the Middle
East primarily with some kind of political agenda. Some
are haunted by the fear of Communism, with the
accompanying cold war agenda and mentality, They are
inclined to see everything outside their own cultural ex-
perience in terms of the «spread of communism». This
often includes any movement or expression which is
different from Western strategic interests.

- Some come with premillenialist visions and or the
conviction that the state of Israel is the fulfillment of

Biblical prophecy. These groups are usually dedicated
to the support and promotion of Israel, often excluding
all other concerns, including the life, presence and wit-
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DEFINITION OF SOME TERMS

Evangelicalsf 35173 s

A ternt used with its carrent U.S. connotations. That
is, persons or groups belonging to «evangelicalism»,
characterized by its generally-«fundamentalist» theolq-
gy and, occasionally; fiteralist interpretation of the 1?1-
ble. Not all of them, however, are «dispensationalist
pre-millenialists» or, even less, «Zionist Christians».

It is most important to realise that there is a consider-
able confusion in the current terminology, prone to
very serious misinterpretations. Thus, EVA'N QELIC-
AL is a general term, by no means negative. in }tself. ?n
many parts of the world it is being used to indicate .dl¥-
ference from roman Catholicism. In other parts, it 1s
being preferred to the general term PROTESTANT.

Dispensationalist preénpiﬂenialistst

Those who hold the belief that a thousand-year mes-
sianic kingdom would come about with the returning of
Christ to fight against Anti-Christ. The earth will be
transformed. Disease, poverty, injustice, war wﬂl dis-
appear. o
. From among those who hold to this doctrine we find
the

«Christian Zionists»:

The Christian Zionists would hold that the «count-
down» towards the «millenium» has begun with the
foundation of the state of Israel, continued by the

annexation of East Jerusalem, to be fulfilled with the
building of the «Third Temple» in Jerusalem.

Many of them would contend that the coming of
Christ to initiate the millenium will be preceded by
great tribulations in the form of wars fought in Israel
and the Occupied Territories. This would then be fol-
lowed by the BATTEL OF ARMAGEDDON (an
event with clearly hintéed nuclear characteristics).

A more extreme variant of this doctrine holds that
«born again Christians» Will survive the Armageddon
holocaust. The Jews who survive it will convert mas-
sively to christianity.

Another trend- perhaps a minority - does not predi-
cate an ultimate conversion of Jews. To the contrary, it
conceives of the Christian Church as solely having the
role of «comforting Zion» and being its temporary
«caretaker».

(For more details see the appendices and, in particu-
lar, the Convergence article on «Armageddon - the
doctrine of survivable nuclear war»).

Para - church:
A «parallel church» to be established outside and in-
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INTRODUCTION

The upsurge in activity and numbers of Western
«evangelical» movements and missionaries operating in
the Middle East is a matter of concern to the churches
of the region and the MECC. While we are seeking to
restablish our unmity in Jesus Christ, there is
apprehension that some of these groups constitute a di-
visive influence. Some do not recognize the history,
witness and particular vocation of the churches. in the
Middle East. Others insist on «transplanting» a theolo-
gical outlook alien to our own culture. Furthermore,
due to a confusion of terms, there is particular concern
among the Evangelical and Episcopal members of the
MECC church families who have established a witness 0
which is both authentic and culturally appropriate. ;

It should also be made clear from the outset that
among these new missionaries there are both indi-
viduals and groups which are open to dialogue with the
churches of the region and who seek to be supportive of
the presence and witness of the local churches.

This dossier has been compiled to further the under-
standing of the churches in the region, present
appropriate background material and analytical in-
formation, and to summarize the actions of the MECC
todate. .
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IMPORTANT NOTE:

Please pay special attention to the «<DEFINITION
OF TERMS» as indicated above.
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