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2Ti 3:16 Every scripture inspired of God is also profitable for teaching,
for reproof, for correction, for instruction which is in righteousness. (ASV)
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PREFACE

HE Revisred Stendard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of
the American Standuard Version, published in 101, which way i revisian
of the King James Versinn, published 1n 1611,

The first Englssh version of the Scriptures made by direct translation
from the original Hebrew and Greck, and the first to be prinfed, was the
work of William Tyndale. He met bitter opposition. He was accused nf will-
fully perverting the meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments
were ordered to be burped as “Tuntrue translations.” He was finally betraved
inta the hands of his encmies, and in Octotwer 1536, was publicly executed
and burned at the stake.

Yetr Tyndale's work hecame the foundation of subsequent Eaglish versions,
notably thoye of Coverdale, 1535: Thomas Matthew (probably i preudanyn
fue John Rogers), 151317 the Great Hible, 1§539; the Grneva Bible, 1560; and
the Dishops® Bible, 1568, In 1582 a rransiation of the New Testament, made
from the Latin Vuleate by Roman Catholic scholars. was pubiiched ar
Hheims,

T he translators who made the King James Version took into account all
of these rrt(cdmg versions; and comparison shows that {t owes sometinng
to cach of them. It kept ielicitous phrases and apt expressions, from whatever
source, which had stood the test of public wsage. 1t owed mast, especially
in the New Testament, 1o Tyndale.

The King James Version had ro compete with the Geneva Rible in papular
use; but in the end {1 prevarled, and far more than tae and o half centuries
Do other authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The
King James Version becarme the "Authonzed Version” of the Foglhsh-
speaking peoples.

Ahe King James Versi 5w as deat
muonument ol Dro-e, T express T
S S phclt s dignity, its powcr, fts happy turns of tessioy
muslc o, Ts cadenices, and £hé TeNciies of its 7 .,; cntered, as no
other K € MIUKIiNg o e persanal character and the public

as, inty
institutions of the Lnglish-speaking peoples, We owe to it _an_incalculyble

%_LDLNDK lams;‘ *‘gn"rgn has gﬁr“vc defects, By the middle of the
nineteenth century, the development o cal studies and the dis-overy

of many manuscripts more ancient than those upop which the King Jlames

Version was based, macde it manifest that ntlm %;ng;s -ilrg S0 many and o

F 5% of the Englis ranslation, e Task was undes-
aken, by autherity of the urch of England, in 1870. 1he Englisty Revised
Version of the Bible was published in IB81-1885; and the Amerivan Stundard
Version, its variant embodying the preferences of the Americran scholars
assoctated in the waork, was pubbished in 1901,

Because of unhappy experience with unautharized pablications in {the
two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the tuxt o the
English Revised Verdon in the supposed 1nterest of the Auncrncan pabhe,
the American Standard Version was copyrighted, L0 protect the text from
unauthorized changes. In 1928 this copyright was acquired by the lnter-
national Council of Religious Education, ang thus passed into the ownership
of the churches of the LUlnited States and Canada which were dassacieted
this Council through their boards of edudacion and publication.

The Counaill appointed A committee of scholars to have charge of the teat
of the American Stuvlard Vortion and to undertake inquiry as to whether

SOV AYY ] il e gealdl dandl 8yg0 0

Ll JU ST ANRSV eadll LS ls dlele t?u,m SSag (1)
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We, Wvmg m a0 ape of printing. .
JL ks hard for wr 4o reakae that when the books af the Bible were wogpioally writtes, there was oo printing
1wess 4 mualtapdy Dt copaes
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