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PREFACE

HE Revised Standard Version of the Bible is an authorized revision of
the American Standard Version, published in 1901, which was a revision
of the King James Version, published in 1611.

The first English version of the Scriptures made by direct translation
from the original Hebrew and Greek, and the first to be printed, was the
work of William Tvndale. He met bitter opposition. He was accused of will-
fully perverting the meaning of the Scriptures, and his New Testaments
were ordered to be burned as ‘untrue translations.” He was finally betrayed
into the hands of his enemies, and in October 1536, was publicly executed
and burned at the stake.

Yet Tyndale's work became the foundation of subsequent English versions,
notably those of Coverdale, 1535: Thomas Matthew (probably a pseudonym
for John Rogers), 1537; the Great Bible, 1539; the Geneva Bible, 1560; and
the Bishops' Bible, 1568. In 1582 a translation of the New Testament, made
fﬁ?‘m the Latin Vulgate by Roman Catholic scholars, was published at

eims.

The translators who made the King James Version took into account all
of these ;\receding versions; and comparison shows that it owes something
to each of them. It kept felicitous phrases and apt expressions, from whatever

source, which had stood the test of public usage. It owed most, especially
in the New Testament, to Tyndale,

The King James Version had to compete with the Geneva Bible in popular
use; but in the end it prevailed, and for more than two and a half centuries
no other authorized translation of the Bible into English was made. The
King James Version became the ‘‘Authorized Version’' of the English-

C turns of expression . e
music of Its cadences, an e felicities of its 1l . entered, as no
other book has, into tl’ie making of the personal character and the public
institutions of the English-speaking peoples. We owe to it an incalculable

: ve defects. By the middle of the
nineteenth century, the development o cal studies and the discovery
of many manuscripts more ancient than those upon which the King James

Version was based, made it manifest that these gefgts F rlg s0 many and $0

ri v, of the English translation. e task was under-
aken, by authority of the Church of England, in 1870. The English Revised
Version of the Bible was published in 1881-1885; and the American Standard
Version, its variant embodying the preferences of the American scholars
associated in the work, was published in 1901.

Because of unhappy experience with unauthorized publications in the
two decades between 1881 and 1901, which tampered with the text of the
English Revised Version in the supposed interest of the American public,
the American Standard Version was copyrighted, to protect the text from
unauthorized changes. In 1928 this copyrisht was acquired by the lnter-
national Council of Religious Education, and thus passed into the ownership
of the churches of the United States and Canada which were associated in
this Council through their boards of education and pubtication.

The Council appointed a committec of scholars to have charge of the text
of the American Standard Version and to undertake inquiry as to whether
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“Now it is high time to awake.”

“~Romons 13 41

QO EONIT T —— e T
. "BV‘QO"'/V v + ., September 8. 1Y57
P I L -
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Sladt 31z in p

in Look
.-YOUR WORD IS8 TRUTH..
Sy,

50,000 Errors
in the Bible?

ECENTLY a young manp purehased a

King James Version Bible thinking it
was withoui error. One day when glancing
through a back issue of Look magazine
he came zacross an article entitled ““The tremely X
Truth About the Bible,” which said that ciably atff
“s8 early as 1720, an English authority text.
estimated that there were at least 20,000 Fok
errors in the two editions of the New
Testament commonly read by Protestants
and Catholics. Modern students say there Y
are probably 50,000 errors.” The young %™/ c¥
man was shocked. Hls Ialth in the Bible's W& T€ To
suthenticity was shaken. “How can the ©R caiw
Bible be reliable when it contains thou- a-r
sands of serious discrepancies and inaccu- THE ~—>
racies?” he asks.
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MARK 16

aw a man sitting on the right

ude, dr in a white robe; and they
. 6And he said to them,

“Do not be amazed; you seek Jesus of

Nazareth, who was crucified. He has

lace where
his disci-

nsen,hclsnotbere see the
they laid him. TBut go, t

52

“He has risen”

ples and Peter that he is going before
you to Galilee; there you will see him,
as he told you. % 8And they went out and
fled from the tomb; for trembling and
astonishment had come upon them; and
they said nothing to any one, for they
were afraid.*
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~Orher texts
9 Now when
cast our seven J
Acard that he wal ulPot’a, & mu

T Bty
12 After this he appeurcd i aswther form 1o l’vo v/ them, a

back and rold the rest, but they did wet bdicve shem.
14 Afierward ke ap

and harduess of heart, bécavse they

mu« !:’mr ,z.m 30 saw hon aher

omt_tokom he had
pl ll But when they

T s

s they swere walking into the country. BAnd they went

1In m for their unbelicf
visen, 15.4nud he said 1o them,

";(m ;:u; all the :;:; Id and preuch the 10 the whole creation, 16 He who belu.vcx and u’bu[m zed will be ml'a.d, bul;
soho does not believe me !FW icue: 1 mty name they wi
cast out demons; they will s e rougites; 18 they will pick up serpents, mm drink any deadly zl:?n‘,

llIl” not hurt them, the: y oill lay their hands on IM sick, and they will recover,

9 So then the Lord
o God D And they nenl or]
by the signs that attended it. A

ko pn it o

S B o S
and confirmed the message

Other .mmm JOTHVHE MOST, AR F:%“MQI"%’%W and thse ik him

&l that th, b? had been 10ld. And after this, Josus himsclf sent ous by means of
. ‘YR REVISED A.D. 1952

mpmslm proclumation o/ eternal

V8.3 Mk 14.28; ja 21.1-23; Mc 28.7

hewm, from east 10 west,
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In above drawing is sh the gradua! development of the Enghish Bible as well as the foundations
Eving in an age
hard for = to0 reaki
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H y The Tact

; aries, what bave we then a+ the literary foundation of eur Bible”
. (1) We have the most ancient copies made from the original

ipts. We tion only three
omes.
(a) The Codex Sinaiticus, originally a codex of the Greek Bible belonging to the fourth centary

Purchased from the Soviet of Russia in 1933 by Great Hritaim and is now in the Hritish Museum.
(b) The Codex A) fs Wymhhﬂdnm,nwhmmnm
1t contains the whole Greek Ribk; -vith the ot of forty lost hmves.
(¢) The Codex V. i tle Vatioan ry at Rome, exiginally contained the whole Bible but
mris are lost.  Written about the fourth century.
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THE FIRST BOOK OF MOSES

1]

Gungsts is ) be(xnmn(s It records
heavens ang : 3 & h
institutig

Kt. The three pnmary names of Deity. Elohim, Jehovah,
Q pound- es. occur in Genesis; and that i

br.
o hlch the other four. lh
: iefly as adding d
of th

b/h it is quoted
erefore, the roots of

Thel inspiration of © .
ted y the est:mdnv of hjstory. aad b\ lh:
-3p; Mk/ 10. 1. 49 51,

is is m ﬁv chlcf ivisions
(3. . Xll he Dn.
1 11

. 5; 7. n1-23; 8. 44 56)
251, 1I. The Fall and Re-
eth, to the Flood (4.8-7. 24).
all gh Abram to the deatWfof

(11640 26)
S £ her)
- P PRnd
the ISpirit of God moved upon the
of the waters.

he new beginning- -the first

dﬂ ght daffused.
‘N

¢ be

at it

es Elor Elah), English form "God." the first of the three pri-
. is a uni-plural noun forned from El strength or the strong

swcar to bind oneself by an vath, P 1thfulncﬁs "This
Mlicd in the namc 18 d| 26 (plurality), 27
] loh:m As meaning
y the Strong O tl) t chapur 0

). T. about 2500 tuncs

7.1, note; 21. 33, note; 1
2 But three ¢, » 1e heavens and

he ez A . first crea-

ive y a
3 . g rgone
ca ) \ bears

verywherc the mar s antmg mtlmauom
/hu of angels. Sec Ezk. 28.1215 and
nd Babylon
m(mphed A different

vund the kj abylon.
er nor in verses 14 i ied. i
rord is used ’l‘h r 14 X
reated “in the " of course came frum the sun, but the

le. The sun and moon were
apour diftused Later the sun .xppcarcd m an unclouded sky.
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WHY “ACCORDING TO"'?

. THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO SEHTJ r ]L’Ul]k’?

Salnt ORASMUCH as mu.l?y

have taken in hand to
set forth in order a

declaration} of those things
att CW which are most surely believesd
among us.

P 2 Even as they delivered
them unto us, which from the
ST. MATTHEW 9 beginning were eyewitnesses,
‘ and ministers of the word:
Matthew Called I seemed good to me also,
passed having perfect under-
fon% f?on': &n‘x‘& uw a M Kanding of al things from-

the very first, to write unto

man, named Matthew, si
in order, most excellent

the f
R AT~

flus,
, followed 4 Th.lt thou mightest know
m’_y_alole aod fo T”'“ 4 the certainty of those things,
wherein thou hast been in-
structed.

PR

THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO

Al 15U

_ Saint Mark) s ws,

1 THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO > ? \T

ST. JOHN 21 -

Samt John .z

testifieth of these things, and
wrote these things: and we_

o know that his testi
HE " amdrnin’ vy monyis
g ) The Conclusion

&’t JOHN . 23 A;lthen‘:cr;allsom;r:ly

[+ \J esus gt

ST. JOHN 19 mthe o k:“

35 And Le that saw g bare Wl suppose

rocot true: thatgvmt;guﬁrg tself co!
%nt _saith ot _contain_the s that

true, ye might be eve. m‘_&"_ Amen.
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THE
GOSPEL

translated

into ‘Modern Elnglish
by

J. B. PHILLIPS

THE GOSPEL OF
MATTHEW

Early tradition ascribed this Gospel to the apostle Malthew,
but scholars mowadays aimost all reject this view. ; ’
The author, whom we still can conveniently call Mait b_@,
has plainly drawn on the mysicrious ~Q", which may have
beew @ collection of oral traditions. He has wused Mark’
G“&ﬂ y, though he has rearranged the order of events and
has #m seveval snstances used diffevent words for what 1s plainly
the same story. The style is lucid, calm and “tidy”. Malthew
wn'ks 'dh & certasn judiciousness as though he himself had
hss material and is convinced not only of sis

tmlh but of the divine paticrn that lses behind the historsc facts.

If Matthew wrote, as is now generally supposed, somewhere
detween 85 and Qo, this Gospel's value as a Christian document
:sum. It 53, so to speak, a_second gemevation view of

' the Som ojGod and the Som of Man. It ss being
wrtien at that distance sn time from the great Event where sober
reflection and sturdy comviction can perhaps give a better bal
anced porivait of God’s unique revelation of Himself than could
be given by those who were so close to the Light that they were
partly dazzled by 4.
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