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Irenaeus Against Heresies - Book 1, Chap 24, Verse 4: [But the father without birth and without

name, perceiving that they would be destroyed, sent his own first-begotten Nous (he it is who is
called Christ) to bestow deliverance on them that believe in him, from the power of those who
made the world. He appeared, then, on earth as a man, to the nations of these powers, and

wrought miracles. Wherefore he did not himself suffer death, but Simon, a certain man of

Cyrene, being compelled, bore the cross in his stead; so that this latter being transfigured by him,

that he might be thought to be Jesus, was crucified, through ignorance and error, while Jesus

himself received the form of Simon, and, standing by, laughed at them. For since he was an

incorporeal power, and the Nous (mind) of the unborn father, he transfigured himself as he
pleased, and thus ascended to him who had sent him, deriding them, inasmuch as he could not
be laid hold of, and was invisible to all. Those, then, who know these things have been freed
from the principalities who formed the world; so that it is not incumbent on us to confess him
who was crucified, but him who came in the form of a man, and was thought to be crucified, and
was called Jesus, and was sent by the father, that by this dispensation he might destroy the
works of the makers of the world. If anyone, therefore, he declares, confesses the crucified, that

man is still a slave, and under the power of those who formed our bodies; but he who denies him

.OiAOY'.@—cﬁ)}?‘wlng-ﬁ)b&.%;s‘d‘,w|D}j@lé@j}ju|wwu3ﬁiZ%;ELA;.)}ZQUWJAU"
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has been freed from these beings, and is acquainted with the dispensation of the unborn
father.]12)
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Bart D. Ehrman: Lost Scriptures: [Like other gnostic teachers, such as Basilides, the unknown

author of this book thinks that Simon of Cyrene, who bore Jesus’ cross, was mistakenly
crucified in his place, while Jesus looked on and laughed. (...) This book, which was discovered

at Nag Hammadi, probably dates from the third century. /3!

The Second Treatise of the Great Seth: [As for me, on the one hand they saw me; they punished

me. Another, their father, was the one who drank the gall and the vinegar; it was notI. They were
hitting me with the reed; another was the one who lifted up the cross on his shoulder, who was

Simon. Another was the one on whom they put the crown of thorns. But I was rejoicing in the

height over all the riches of the archons and the offspring of their error and their conceit, and I

was laughing at theirignorance. And all their powers I brought into subjection. For when I came

down no one saw me. For I kept changing my forms above, transforming from appearance to
appearance. And on account of this, when I was at their gates I kept taking their likeness. For |
passed them by quietly, and I was viewing the places, and I did not fear nor was I ashamed, for |

was undefiled.]14

12 The Early Church Fathers: Ante-Nicene Fathers - Volume 1 - The Apostolic Fathers with Justin Martyr and Irenaeus - Irenaeus
Against Heresies - Book 1, Chap 24, Verse 4 - Doctrines of Saturninus and Basilides.
13 Bart D. Ehrman: Lost Scriptures: Books That Did Not Make it into the New Testament, Oxford University Press, The Second Treatise
of the Great Seth - Page 82.
14 Bart D. Ehrman: Lost Scriptures - Page 84.
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Bart D. Ehrman: Lost Scriptures: [For this author, the true significance of Jesus’ death goes

much deeper. Even though Jesus’ flesh was killed, Christ himself was far removed from
suffering; those who beheld the cross with full knowledge (gnosis) did not see the suffering
Jesus but the living Christ, who was himself laughing at the entire proceeding. Jesus was merely
his outward appearance, just as simple-minded Christians are nothing but the outward
appearance of the living ones who have been fully enlightened by the spiritual truth of the

immortal Christ. Most scholars have dated this gnostic treatise to the third century.]15!

The Coptic Apocalypse of Peter: [When he had said those things, I saw him apparently being

seized by them. And I said, “What am I seeing, O Lord? Is it you yourself whom they take? And
are you holding on to me? Who is this one above the cross, who is glad and laughing? And is it
another person whose feet and hands they are hammering?”” The Savior said to me, “He whom
you see above the cross, glad and laughing, is the living Jesus. But he into whose hands and feet

they are driving the nails is his physical part, which is the substitute. They are putting to shame

that which is in his likeness. But look at him and me.”’](16!

L&ﬁdl‘&r{ L4

Bart D. Ehrman: Lost Scriptures: [1t is difficult to know when the Acts of John was composed,

but many scholars locate it to the second half of the second century.J:17!
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15 Bart D. Ehrman: Lost Scriptures: The Coptic Apocalypse of Peter - Page 78.

16 Bart D. Ehrman: Lost Scriptures - Page 80.

17Bart D. Ehrman: Lost Scriptures - Page 94.
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The Acts of John: [Even I, when I saw him suffer, did not abide at his passion but fled to the
Mount of Olives, weeping over what had taken place. And when he was hung upon the cross on

Friday, at the sixth hour of the day, there came darkness over all the earth. And my Lord stood in

the middle of the cave and lit it up, and said, ‘John, to the multitude down below in Jerusalem I

am being crucified, and pierced with lances and reeds, and gall and vinegar is given me to drink.

But to you I am speaking, and pay attention to what I say. I put it into your mind to come up to

this mountain, so that you might hear matters needful for a disciple to learn from his teacher,

and for a man to learn from his God.’ Ji18!
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Albert Barnes Notes on the Bible: [Passing through the midst of, them, went his way - This

escape was very remarkable. It is remarkable that he should escape out of their hands when their
very object was to destroy him, and that he should escape in so peaceful a manner, without
violence or conflict. A similar case is recorded in Joh 8:59. There are but two ways of

accounting for this: 1. That “other Nazarenes,” who had not been present in the synagogue, heard

what was doing and came to rescue him, and in the contest that rose between the two parties Jesus

silently escaped. 2. More probably that Jesus by divine power, by the force of a word or look,

stilled their passions, arrested their purposes, and passed silently through them. That he “had”

such a power over the spirits of people we learn from the occurrence in Gethsemane, when he

said, “I am he; and they went backward and fell to the ground,” Joh 18:6.]
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Adam Clarkes Commentary on the Bible: [Passing through the midst of them - Either he shut

their eyes so that they could not see him; or he so overawed them by his power as to leave them no

strength to perform their murderous purpose.]

John Gills Exposition of the Entire Bible: [But he passing through the midst of them,.... Eitherin

so strong and powerful a manner, and with so much swiftness, that being once out of their hands,

they could not lay hold on him again; or else he put on another form, or made himself invisible to

them; or he held their eyes that they could not see him, or know him, as in Luk 24:16.]
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Albert Barnes Notes on the Bible: [Jesus hid himself - See Luk 4:30. That is, he either by a

miracle rendered himself invisible, or he so mixed with the multitude that he was concealed

from them and escaped. Which is the meaning cannot be determined. ]

Adam Clarkes Commentary on the Bible: [But Jesus hid himself - In all probability he rendered

himself invisible - though some will have it that he conveyed himself away from those Jews
who were his enemies, by mixing himself with the many who believed on him, (Joh 8:30,

Joh 8:31), and who, we may suppose, favored his escape. ]

Adam Clarkes Commentary on the Bible: [Going through the midst of them, and so passed by -

These words are wanting in the Codex Bezae, and in several editions and versions. Erasmus,
Grotius, Beza, Pearce, and Griesbach, think them not genuine. The latter has left them out of the

test. But, notwithstanding what these critics have said, the words seem necessary to explain the
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manner of our Lord’s escape. 1st. He hid himself, by becoming invisible; and then, 2dly. He

passed through the midst of them, and thus got clear away from the place. ]

John Gills Exposition of the Entire Bible: [But Jesus hid himself, not in any corner of the temple,

or behind a pillar; but he withdrew himself from them directly, and made himself invisible to

them, by holding their eyes, or casting a mist before them, that they could not see him. ]
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