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s Gospel, less than nine centimetres high This small fragment of St. John
and containing) on the one side part of verses 31-33, on the other of verses
37-38 of chapter xviii is one of the collection of Greek papyri in the John

.Rylands Library, Manchester

It was originally discovered in Egypt, and may come from the famous site
of Oxyrhynchus (Behnesa), the ruined city in Upper Egypt where Grenfel
and Hunt carried out some of the most startling and successful excavations
in the history of archaeology; it may be remembered that among their finds
of new fragments of Classical and Christian literature were the now

."familiar "Sayings of Jesus
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The importance of this fragment 1s quite out of proportion to its size, since
1t may with some confidence be dated in the first half of the second century
A.D., and thus ranks as the earliest known fragment of the New Testament

.in any language

It provides us with invaluable evidence of the spread of Christianity in
areas distant from the land of its origin; it 1s particularly interesting to
know that among the books read by the early Christians in Upper Egypt

s Gospel, commonly regarded as one of the latest of the books was St. John

.0f the New Testament

Like other early Christian works which have been found in Egypt, this
Gospel was written in the form of a codex, 1.e. book, not of aroll, the

(common format for non-Christian literature of that time
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Papyrus Egerton 2 is a codex fragment of an unknown gospel, found in
Egypt and published in 1935/1987. It is one of the oldest known fragments
(around 200), it is neither "heretical” nor "gnostic”, it seems to be almost
independent of the synoptics and it represents a johannine tradition
independent of the canonical John. Additionally it tells us an otherwise

unknown miracle story!
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Aland, K., Black, M., Martini, C. M., Metzger, B. M., Wikgren, A.,

Aland, B., Karavidopoulos, J., Deutsche Bibelgesellschaft, & United

Bible Societies. (2000; 2006). The Greek New Testament, Fourth Revised

.(Edition (with apparatus) (Ac4:13
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Act4:13 Ocwpoiivtec de Tnv tob Ietpov mappnotay kot Toovvo, Kot
kotohafopevot 8Tt dvOpmmot dypappatoteioucot didtor, é0avpalov,
£TEYIVOGKOV T8 00TOVE &TL 6LV 16 'Tncod foav

Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries: [G62 GypajLiotoc agrammatos
ag-ram-mat-o0s - From G1 (as negative particle)and G1121; unlettered,
[.that is, illiterate: - unlearned

Thayer’s Greek Definitions: [G62 &ypaipiatog agrammatos — Thayer
[.Definition: 1) illiterate, unlearned

Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries: [G112 lypoyipia gramma gram —
mah - From G1125; a writing, that is, a letter, note, epistle, book, etc.;
[.plural learning: - bill, learning, letter, scripture, writing, written
Thayer’s Greek Definitions: [G1121ypaupo gramma - Thayer Definition:
1) aletter. 2) any writing, a document or record. 2a) a note of hand, bill,
bond, account, written acknowledgement of a debt. 2b) a letter, an epistle.
2¢) the sacred writings (of the OT). 3) letters, 1.e. learning. 3a) of sacred

[.learning
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Strong’s Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries: [G2399 {Siwtnc idiotés id-ee-
o-tace - From G2398; a private person, that is, (by implication) an
c(gfi.@fl s&)rude o Jal>)ignoramus (compare “idiot”): - ignorant
[.unlearned
Thayer’s Greek Definitions: [G2399 {Siwtng idiotés - Thayer Definition:
1) a private person as opposed to a magistrate, ruler, king. 2) acommon
soldier, as opposed to a military officer. 3) a writer of prose as opposed to a
poet. 4) inthe NT, an unlearned, illiterate, man as opposed to the learned
[.and educated: one who is unskilled in any art¢ ¢V
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