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UNIVERSITETET 1 OSLO

Semittisk Institutt/Arabisk
M. 45 88 08

Boks 1005

Bilndern, 0315 Oslo 3

September 23, 1988,

Institute of Semitic Studies
Arabic/Istamic Section
University of Oslo

P. 0. B. 1005 Blindern,
0315 Oslo 3, Norwey

Professor Dr. #,A,QadirI
Section of Higher Studies
Islamic University in Medina

POB 170 MEDINA Saudi-Arabia

Dear Sir,

First of all, let me once again express our gratitude for the books
you were good enough to send us.

This time I bhave a special question, that you as a professor in law
might have an opinion about. When I lecture on the Holy Qur'an the
students are free to ask questions, and now some of them asked in
connection with surat an-Nis#, verse 119, where Satan will make men
change, alter Allah's creation. They referred to the custom of
circumcising women in some Muslim countries, and wanted to know if this
was not against the Qur'an. I could not answer them, and so we looked
up in the commentaries, in BayjawI, Zamakh3ari and at-TabarI, but found
nothing touching the actual question. Except perhaps at-fabari, who
mentions altering God's din ?religion), which I in this connection
understood to be God's order, His established nature, body and feelings.
Cutting the clitoris as they do in Cairo, - is it not altering God's
creation (as well as castration)? I could not decide this question, so
I thought I might ask for your opinion.

Now quite another thing. When you were here I think I showed you my
translation of the Holy Qur'an into Norwegian. It is now sold out, and

we consider a reprint, this time with Norwegian/Arabic text in 2 wmi=m
coluns each page. To obtain a reasonable price for immigrant Muslims

and converted llorwegians I asked the R#bita IslZfmiyya in Médcca, Secr.

Gen, Abdallah Omar Nasif for a financial contribution. I hope I gave

you the impression that I am most serious in my work with Islam and the
Holy Qur'an, so if you should meet mr. Nasif, or might telephone him,

you could pgrhaps tell him this. Hé does not know me, but the Norwegian
Embassy in Riyadh has handled my approach to the R&bi{a, and they know me.

This was a long letter, but I hope that your interest in Islam will help
forgive the trouble I am causing.

¥ sincerely
L7
Einar Berg, prof.
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