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the comments and annotations of the copyist, and because it was
accomplished in 1921, one year after the battle of “Anoual”.

Tokyo, January 2005

Abderrahim Benhadda
Professor, Muhammad V University- Agdal- Rabat
Visiting Professor (2004-2005) ILCAA,

Tokyo University of Foreign Studies- Tokyo

X1v

http://kotob.has.it



Despite the images of majesty and grandeur in his descriptions,
al-Ghassani was very tactful in his behaviour towards the Spanish
dignitaries and avoided mentioning any diplomatic incidents, especially
those which happened during other missions to Madrid, related with the
arrogance of these ambassadors and their exaggeration in describing the
majesty of the sultans of Islam.

4.Al-Ghassani, the religious polemist:

Whenever ambassador al-Ghassani arrived in a city, he met with the
religious authorities to discuss matters of faith. Excepting al-Boustani
who did not approve of his arguments and his evaluation of the Christian
experience, all researchers emphasized the high degree of tolerance
shown by al-Ghassani in his debates with the religious men. This respect
for foreign religions appeared in many cases, and was especially evident
in al-Ghassani’s admiration of the benevolent work undertaken by those
men in the hospitals and libraries.

Al-Ghassani’s debates included Christian-Islamic issues that
seemed very similar to those suggested by a Moroccan traveller to
Europe in the beginning of the seventeenth century (Abou al-Kassem al-
Hajri, called “Afougay™). They are:

First, the relation between Christ and God. The ambassador met
one of the monks from Mashriq, and discussed this question with him.
The importance of language as an instrument of communication is clear;
thus, when al-Ghassani found someone who spoke the Arabic language
without the need for translation, he gave free rein to his tongue and his
pen to discuss an issue that had been concerning the Muslim jurists for a
long time.

Second, the discussion of Christian fasting and feasts. In
particular, Al-Ghassani gave his Islamic interpretations of Easter
celebrations. This topic was not based on any particular dialogue but
presented as his own studies on the matter.

In presenting this important source for Europe in the seventeenth
century, we relied on four copies from al- Ghassani’s book. The first,
No. 5304, is kept at the National Library in Madrid; the second, No. 162,
is kept at the Municipal Library in Rouen, France; the third, No. 928 is
kept at the General Library in Tetouan, Morocco and the fourth, No.
11329, is kept at the al-Hassaniyah Library in Rabat, Morocco. The last,
recording one of the most important stages of the Spanish-Moroccan
relations, is considered the most detailed and elaborate of all, considering
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Al-Ghassani did not raise the question of Muslims being subject
to quarantine, which was subsequently introduced by both Ottoman and
Moroccan writers, although this system had been known in
Mediterranean world since the fourteenth century. Almost all the Muslim
travellers mentioned the issue but each dealt with it from his own angle,
varying between refusal and acceptance.

The Spanish were less strict in imposing the quarantine on
Muslim ambassadors before the end of the eighteenth century. Al-Ghazal
did not spend more than six days in quarantine, whereas Mohammad Ibn
Uthman al-Maknassi (Moroccan ambassador in Spain at the end of
eighteenth century) and Vasif Efendi (Ottoman ambassador in 1787 in
Madrid) were submitted to fourteen days. Al-Ghassani did not refer to
this, however. Instead he begain with a description of Gibraltar, and then
described the weather conditions that forced him to remain eight days in
Gibraltar, allowing him to wait for the sea to calm down. It is probable
that he did this to avoid mentioning this system that he knew Muslims
would not accept easily.

In audiences with the king, al-Ghassani accepted everything
prescribed under Spanish protocol and pointed out that he never declined
invitations to ceremonies, except on one occasion which required
performing official greetings. Thus the Moroccan ambassador remained
faithful to his Islamic traditions while he reminded the Spanish of the
Islamic rules concerning greetings.

Like all the other Muslim ambassadors, whether Ottoman or
Moroccan, al-Ghassani wrote in detail about the way the king stood
while receiving the Moroccan delegation. This detail compared the
Spanish king and Moroccan sultan during receptions with foreign
delegations, besides showing the dignified status which the sultans of
Morocco enjoyed in Europe. Throughout the embassy account, however,
we feel as if its goal was to accumulate all proof confirming the protocol
of sitting and standing. Here, we should point out that al-Ghassani was
only reflecting the Muslim viewpoint of Europe. This tendency is also
seen in the accounts by an Ottoman ambassador in Austria in the second
half of the seventeenth century, Kara Mehmet Pasha, who did not
mention anything about Austria apart from the protocol during
receptions--particularly that concerning standing and being seated—
instead, taking advantage of every opportunity to praise the majesty of
the Ottoman sultan. These descriptions of receptions by al-Ghassani and
the Ottoman ambassador constitute an important phase in the conception
of a comprehensive image of Europe in Islamic writings.
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provisions of food and very favourable conditions of accommodation,
besides very caring personnel”. He also indicated the role played by
religious men in financing clinics and pointed out that for every hospital,
there was a special doctor who was given a residence “and all the
supplies he needed so as to be continuously available for work,
unworried by earning a living. Yet, al-Ghassani refused to send a
member of the Moroccan delegation to one of those hospitals when he
suffered from a seizure while in the city of San-Locar.

The Inquisition

Al-Ghassani also wrote about the Inquisition, not as an
instrument for suppression and state violence, but as an important legal
instrument. The institution of the Inquisition was totally independent.
Even the king, for all his authority and holiness, could not interfere in its
decisions. And in that, al-Ghassani shared the same judgement as the
French ambassador Marquis de Villar who considered that an inquisitor
was of higher status and authority than the king. Al-Ghassani supported
his view with many examples. The tyrannical members of the king’s
court jailed people arbitrarily, and would sometimes seize a man and his
entire family, including his children, taking all his belongings.

3. Al-Ghassani, the diplomat:

Al-Ghassani was, without doubt, an efficient diplomat, as is clearly
apparent from the following qualities found in his writing,

The title al-Ghassani chose for his book, Rihlat al-Wazir fi Iftikak
al — Assir, was his justification for his presence as a Muslim in Dar al
Harb. For the jurists of Islam, it was forbidden to stay in a country of
infidels. Still, there were some exceptions: the "hanafi school" showed
much open-mindedness and allowed Muslims to travel to Dar al Harb
for the sake of commerce, especially in times of famine; the “Maliki
school” was more strict and did not allow Muslims to go to Dar al Harb
except as invaders or for the sake of liberating Muslim prisoners of war.
But even if al-Ghassani’s mission was to liberate the Muslim prisoners
of war, just as Henry Perez pointed out, he indeed avoided the
embarrassment of justifying his stay among infidels. It is clear that all
travel writings of the time, starting with al-Ghassani, all had similar
titles; and this means that Moroccans, until the end of the eighteenth
century, were required to provide justifications acceptable by the Islamic
law.
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adoption of European means to progress did not appear until the end of
the eighteenth century.
Among the issues that al-Ghassani discussed were the following:

The postal service

Al-Ghassani was among the few Muslim ambassadors who paid
attention to this system soon after arriving in Madrid. Prior to this, when
he was still in the city of San Locar, he had received letters from the
Cardinal and from the Spanish Court. To his surprise, the letters had
been written only three days before, although the distance from the place
of issuance was more than 300 miles. He did not wait long before
explaining to readers how speedy communication was made possible
throughout all of Europe, and not only inside Spain. When describing the
market of Madrid, he described the postal service and its profits to the
country.

The press

In relation to the role of the postal service in communication, he
noticed the importance of the press. We believe once again that al-
Ghassani was among the first travellers who demonstrated an interest in
the press and gave reliable and authentic information. One traveller in
the 19™ century talked about the importance of the press in commerce.
Indeed, it was al-Ghassani who provided us with information about its
role in the transmission of news from distant countries, and warned us of
the risks of this means of communication, especially concerning
unfounded news.

The safety of roads

For assuring safety throughout the country and to assure the
success of the postal service and the press, it was necessary to guarantee
safety on the roads. Al-Ghassali seems to have been concerned with this
issue, mentioning what he called “Ventas’-- what could mean “nzalat" in
Morocco or the "karavansary" in the Ottoman Empire. He also described
their important role in the organization of commercial exchange and trips
to Spain, just as they contributed in eliminating the phenomenon of theft
and robbery so common in that region.

Hospitals

Among the institutions that impressed al-Ghassani and which he
described extensively were the hospitals. He indicated that Madrid alone
had “fourteen establishments extremely large and clean with great
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could have overlooked this protocol but he insisted each time on pointing
out the presence of the king’s wife and mother.

He insisted also on addressing the issue of “the Queen” during
the period between the death of King Philip IV and the enthronement of
Carlos II, and described the case of Maria de Austria. He was also
attracted to the relations between the European royal families, which
pushed him to cite a number of cases which showed the political role of
women in the transition of rule in European countries. From dealing with
these relations he was able to predict situations that Spain would witness
after the death of Carlos IL

Al-Ghassani also wrote about women in religion, particularly the
issue of monasticism among women. While he was in Linares, he visited
a monastery for women, which was an important occasion for him to
acquire deep insight into the administration of these monasteries and the
reasons causing women to enter them. When describing the monastery,
he did not generalize but mentioned specific cases.

He also discussed the role of women in the Spanish society. She
was not only a housewife but assured many other roles outside the house
such as selling bread on streets or running restaurants in Madrid and
other cities of Spain. This description reminds us of the accounts
presented by Mehmet Efendi (Ottoman ambassador to France) when he
visited Paris in 1721 and wrote about French society.

Al-Ghassani was interested in the social stratification within
Spain, and tried to establish a concept of his own: “al-kabira”, meaning
“authority with influence”. This authority was not determined by
material factors but by two means: firstly, having close relations with
“al-Makhzen”, the rulers; and second, participation in the wars against
the Muslims. These two means to rise in the social ladder had a great
influence on the economic situation in Spain. The Spanish rarely worked
in commerce and crafts, in contrast to the French who immigrated to
Spain due to the hard living conditions of their own country, worked
hard, and managed to accumulate great sums of money.

Al-Ghassani left no aspect of Spanish life unaddressed. When
writing about music and dancing, he mentioned musical instruments such
as the guitar, describing them and comparing them to Moroccan
counterparts.

The intention of al-Ghassani was not only to insist on what
seemed different in the cities which he visited, but also to introduce
some social institutions serving as means of progress. This leads us to
question the point of view of some researchers who believe that Muslim
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Garbi, which relied on European oral sources, and written at the end of
the sixteenth century. The book described the land, its population and the
animals and expressed wishes that the land would become a Muslim part
of the Ottoman Empire. In addition to these two early works on the New
World, there was an Arabic travel account written by a monk, Elias bin
Hanna al-Mawssili, who lived there from 1675 to 1683, and presented a
thorough description of southern and central America.

Although the presence of the New World in the writings of al-
Ghassani was transient, it was very important. In fact, he mentioned that
whereas Muslim historians did not care to write about America, Spain
gained its power thanks to its commercial relationships with the New
World. It was as if al-Ghassani was urging readers to open their eyes to
one of the causes of the Western power, which the Muslims did not
manage to assimilate during the period in which it was written.

2. Al-Ghassani, the ethnographer:

Al-Ghassani did not fail to describe Spanish society with the same
accuracy he adopted in writing the political history of Europe, and he
left no aspect of daily life unexamined. Fascination with the differences
and a consciousness of the absence of common imagery were the
motivations behind these unprecedented descriptions. Al-Ghassani, like
other Muslim travellers in Europe, was obsessed with recording every
unfamiliar aspect in the country, and he openly expressed that from the
beginning.

He was, in fact, the first Muslim to describe Spanish feasts and
the receptions he was invited to, such as the “feast of the bulls” described
faithfully in the first part of his notes.

Concerning his quest for differences and distinction, the topic of
women occupied an important place in his descriptions. This topic
reflected a cultural reality characterized by self-control. Consequently,
the opportunity to describe others became a way to surpass that self-
control and release the reins of his imagination. His interest in the topic
of women was also dictated by the desire to criticize Spanish society. It
is necessary to note that all that was not only written from a subjugation
attitude but from a desire to criticise the “country of the infidels”.

The topic of women appeared throughout al-Ghassani’s
descriptions of various aspects of Spanish society:

In discussing politics, he mentioned the presence of women in all
receptions offered by the Spanish King to the Moroccan delegation. He
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numbers of the participants in the battle of Oued al-Makhazine from both
sides: Muslims and Christians. He had collected the information from his
informants and the data which were available to him. However, the
chronicle was tinted with nationalism; while he accepted the Muslim
accounts without question, it was as if all the information from strangers
was incorrect and should not be believed without proof. This bias was
apparent when he portrayed the way Abdul-Malik fought in the battle as
told by one of his informants. Al-Ghassani continued in the tradition
encountered in the writings of Muslim historians of glorifying Muslim
victories and minimizing their defeats.

In addition to writing about the history of Spain, al-Ghassani also
wrote on relations among European countries. He first dealt with the
wars between the English and the French following King Jack II’s
conversion to Catholicism and his escape to France. He then described
the wars between the French and the Spaniards and the Papal role played
in these wars.

Al-Ghassani did not content himself with exposing these
occurrences but also tried to explain the causes of those wars. Two
subjects drew his attention: the transition of power in European
countries, as most of the wars in his opinion resulted from succession,
kin relations and the attitude towards the Muslim rulers. The motivation
for the wars against France was basically connected to the French
position towards the Ottoman Empire. This also deserved his analysis,
considering that France was a nation identified with commercial interests
in the East.

The Ottoman-European wars, including those led by Suleyman
11(1687-16919) for regaining the city of Belgrade (1690), occupied an
important place in the embassy accounts. Al-Ghassani may have relied
on superficial information when he described these wars, as he did when
mentioning the participation of Poland in those wars and Austria’s
appeals to Russia to contribute to the defence of Belgrade. Yet, al-
Ghassani kept his innate historian’s approach when he discussed the
French assistance of the Ottoman state, which the Europeans considered
decisive in establishing Turkish superiority.

The Moroccan ambassador did not ignore the positive and
negative effects of the Spanish presence in America, although mention of
the New World in Moroccan writings was very rare. The Ottomans in
Istanbul, however, were very interested in the subject, as is manifested in
the map kept in the archives of the Top Kapi Sarayi TKS, a copy of the
one used by Christopher Columbus and made in 1513. This interest also
appeared in an Ottoman book about the New World, Tarih- i Hind-
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called a “current history” or “immediate history” of Spain and Europe,
and managed to write an accurate history for contemporary Europe.

Being interested in the history of Spain, he compared the reign of
its kings during the period from “the wars of recovery” (the fifteenth
century) to the reign of Carlos II. It should be noted that al-Ghassani’s
presentation of the information was not superficial. In fact, he insisted on
demonstrating many details such as the enthronement of King Carlos V,
the relationship that tied the mother of King Carlos 11, Maria de Austria,
with Fernando de Venezuela, and details of the rapport between Philip
IV and one of his ministers.

The Spanish Kings were not all of equal standing in al-Ghassani’s
evaluation. Indeed, whenever he mentioned one of the kings, he followed
his name, just as was the Islamic custom, with the phrase “may God
destroy him”. He considered Philip II one of the most evil kings of
Spain, as he had responded to the insurrection of the Muslims of
Granada by violence and torture. Carlos 11, on the other hand, was highly
esteemed, and considered a peaceful king. This, however, did not mean
that Carlos II was spared the refrain which adhered to the names of
European kings, whatever their behaviour and their policy towards
Muslim countries.

Al-Ghassani did not pay much attention to the description of
Carlos II and disregarded the illnesses and the bodily deformities he
suffered from, which were the subject of many descriptions by other
foreigners. Al-Ghassani visited Spain in the period when the Spanish
king started to suffer from deformities, losing all his teeth and hair and
becoming so frail that he could not even stand for a long time. Al-
Ghassani’s tact on the matter was due to the Muslim attitude and culture
which discouraged discussing intimate personal matters as well as the
diplomatic tact of a Moroccan ambassador.

It should also be noticed that throughout the history of Spain, al-
Ghassani had always seized the opportunity to talk about the
relationships those kings maintained with the lands south of the
Mediterranean World. Thus, he mentioned, in his account of Charles
Quint, the attack which the king had led on Algeria in 1541 and the
attack he waged to conquer Tunisia in 1534. However, the most
important event that al-Ghassani recorded in relation with the southern
shores of the Mediterranean Sea was the battle of Oued al-Makhazine (4
August 1578) mentioned in the context of the history of Philip II, as he
advised “his uncle” Don Sebastian “not to leave to a country other than
his own, and that he could not possibly defeat the Muslim resistance with
the presence of the “state” in Morocco”. Al-Ghassani compared the
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the city of Toledo in early Ramazan 1102 (May 29, 1691), which means
that the voyage took less than eight months.

Despite the brevity of the period the ambassador had spent in
Madrid, it was enough time for him to produce a detailed description of
Spain, surpassing in its accuracy the descriptions presented by many
European travellers and ambassadors in that period. Al-Ghassani was
thus a historian and an ethnographer of high standing. His work is
considered the most important Islamic history of Europe in the 17%
century, just as his description of the Spanish society can be considered
one of the most remarkable works written by a Muslim about Europe in
the modern era. The book has therefore become an essential reference for
all Maghrebian writers who subsequently wrote about Spain.
We aim in this presentation to emphasize the importance of this embassy
account by covering the following aspects:

1-Al Ghassani as a historian of Europe
2-Al Ghassani, the ethnographer

3-Al Ghassani, the diplomat

4-Al Ghassani, the religious polemist

1- Al-Ghassani as a historian of Europe

Al-Ghassani was unlike the Muslim historians who had
overlooked events that Spain had experienced during its recent history
and contented themselves with self-glorifying accounts of Andalusia and
the Arab presence in Spanish history. To these historians, the History of
Europe at modern era was not in the least important. Two examples
would illustrate this. First, the Ottoman historian Mustafa Naima-, the
first Ottoman official historian “[Vakanuvis]”, summarized the “thirty
years” war in Europe in three pages and considered all the events that
Europe knew at that time unworthy of his attention, in spite of their great
importance especially for the period he was recording. Second, we
remark the absence of any historiography writings by Moroccan
chroniclers pertaining to any events north of the Mediterranean World.
Not until the 19" century do we see some openness toward the history of
European issues on the part of certain Moroccan historians.

Al-Ghassani’s case was unique even in this aspect, and the
history he wrote was far from being a merely heroic narrative. The Arab-
Islamic era in Andalusia did not catch his attention until his return from
his trip, and as readers may notice, al-Ghassani turned to what could be
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second Moroccan ambassador who left a written record of his journey in
a book entitled Natijat al-ijtihad fi al-muhadana wa al- jihad. (The result
of diligence in the conclusion of truce and the Jihad)

The third was Muhammad Ibn Uthman al-Maknassi, who led a
mission during the reign of the sultan Muhammad III in 1779. The
objective of M. Ibn Uthman’s mission was to conclude a peace treaty
between the two countries and to retrieve some Muslim captives who
were in Spain. Ibn Uthman recorded this mission in a book he entitled:
Al- iksir fi iftikak al-assir (The Elixir in the redemption of the captive).

The fourth was Ahmed bin Muhammad al-Kardoudi who lived
during the reign of the sultan Mawlay Hasan (1876-1894). He was,
unlike the preceding encounters, not the chief of the mission dispatched
to Spain but only its principal secretary. In 1885, he was appointed
secretary of the mission presided by Abd-assadek Arrifi to Spain. For
Muhammad al-Kardoudi, it was not the first mission out of Morocco; he
had previously accompanied Ambassador Maati Mzamzi to France, and
was then chosen, with Torres, as a member of the delegation sent to
Italy. The purpose of his mission differed totally from all the preceding
ones and strongly reflected the difficult situation of Morocco after the
conference of Madrid in 1880. He recorded the voyage in a book
entitled A/ -Tuhfa assaniyya li al-hadrat al hasaniyya bi al-mamliaka al-
isbaniyoulia.

The embassy account which we present here is the first of these
travel journals and the first of its kind for a Moroccan going to Spain in
the modern period. It constituted the fundamental reference for all later
missions. Interestingly, the account became known not for its writer but
for the significance and the authenticity of the information it provided.
Al-Ghassani was not a remarkable figure in Moroccan literary circles;
nor was he an eminent bureaucrat. He was no more than a secretary in
the palace of the Sultan spending all his time transcribing and gathering
books. He was primarily the first to have written a “report” in the form
of a travel account.

The mission set out from the city of Sebta (Ceuta) on Muharram
15t, 1102 (October19, 1690) heading for Gibraltar, passing by Tarifa,
Cadix, Puerto de Santa Maria, Jerez, Lebrija, Utrera, Marchena, Ecija,
Cordouba, El Carpio, Andujar, Linares, Tore Juan Abad, La Solona,
Alamembrilla, Manzanares, Mora, and Getafe, finally arriving in Madrid
in Rabi'a Annabaoui of the same year (December 6, 1690). After more
than six months in Madrid, it is recorded that the mission turned towards
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Introduction

Spain was, by virtue of its geographic proximity, one of the
European countries which had attracted the interest of the Moroccan
politicians and intellectuals. Ambassadors from the country were
delegated to Madrid in order to settle political issues, and in comparison
with those sent to other foreign countries apart from the Ottoman
Empire, the number sent was much more significant.

In spite of the large number of Moroccan delegates sent to Spain
(about 16 ambassadors between 1580 and 1900) only four of them wrote
accounts of the embassy. This is of particular interest, as the delegates
were highly distinguished in the fields of culture and scholarship and
because keeping records was a deeply rooted Moroccan tradition.

The four who kept records were as follows:

The first was al-Ghassani who visited Spain in the last decade of
the 17" century. The purpose of the mission he headed was the retrieval
of the captives in Spain and the recovery of the Arabic manuscripts kept
in Spain. Al-Ghassani is considered the first ambassador who recorded
his mission by writing a book entitled: Rihlat al - wazir fi fikak al assir
(Travel of Alwazir for the Redemption of Captives)

The second was Ahmed ibn-al-Mahdi al-Ghazal sent by the
sultan Muhammad III (1757-1790) to address the problem of the captives
in Spain. On May 26™ 1768, al-Ghazal’s mediation successfully resulted
in the signature of a treaty between the sultan Muhammad I and King
Carlos III of Spain which al-Ghazal had supervised on behalf of the
Moroccan Sultan. This treaty raised many controversial issues when the
Moroccan sultan decided to besiege the city of Melilla in 1771.
Regardless of the outcome of his mission, al-Ghazal was considered the
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