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Qur’an

The Quran (Arabic “reading,” “recitation”; often spelled
Koran), the holy book of Islam, regarded by believers as
‘the true word of God, was revealed to the Prophet Mu-
hammad and collected in book form after his death. It is
accepted as the earthly reproduction of an uncreated and
eternal heavenly original, according to the general view
referred to in the Quran itself as “the well-preserved
tablet” (al-awh al-mahfiz; Quran 75:22). The word
.quran is derived from the verb gara’a “to read,” “to re-
cite,” but there is probably also some connection with
Syriac geryand, “reading,” used for the scriptural les-
sons in the Syrian Church. In the Qur’an itself the word is
not used with. reference to the book as a whole but only as
a term for separate revelations or for the divine revelation
in general. The Qur’an is held in high esteem as the ulti-
mate authority in all matters legal and religious and is
generally regarded as infailible in all respects. Its Arabic
language is thought to be unsurpassed in.purity and beauty
and to represent the highest ideal ofstyle. To imitate
the style of the Qur’an is a sacrilege.

FORM AND CONTENT: !

" Form. Inlength the Qur'an is approximately compara-
ble with the New Testament. For purposes of recitation
during the holy month of Ramadan it is divided into 30
“portions” (juz, plural gjza’), one for each day of the
month. Its main division, however, is into 114 chapters,
Division called siirahs, of very unequal length. With the exception
into of the first sarah, the so-called fatihah (“opening” of the
chapters ~'book), which ‘is a short prayer, the siirahs are arranged
and verses roughly according to length, sirah 2 being the longest
and the last two or three the shortest. Because the longest
sirahs generally derive from the latter part of Muham-
mad’s activity, the consequence of this arrangement is
that the oldest sirahs are generally to be found toward
the end of the book and the youngest generally appear at

-its beginning.
~In the accepted version now in. use, each sirah has a
heading containing the following elements: (1) a title,
which is usually derived from some conspicuous word in
the sirah, such as “The Cow,” “The Bee,” “The Poets,”
but usually not indicating the contents of the whole chap-
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ter; (2) the basmalah; i.e., the formula “In the name of
God, the Merciful, the Compassionate”; (3) an indication
of whether the siirah was revealed at Mecca or at Medina
and of the number of its verses; and finally (4) in some
cases one or more detached letters; e.g., @ sin, ta’ sin
mim, or alif lam mim, the meaning of which has not been
satisfactorily explained, though it is thought that they
might stand for abbreviated words, indicate certain col-
lections of sirahs, or have a magical significance.

The verses in the Qur’dn are called ayah (plural dyat,
literally “signs”) and vary considerably in length. The
shortest verses generally occur in the earliest sirahs, in
which the style of Muhammad’s revelation comes very
close to the rhymed prose (saj‘) used by the kahins, or
soothsayers, of his time. As the verses get progressively
longer and more circumstantial, the rhymes come farther
and farther apart. There is also a change of linguistic
style: the earlier siirahs are characterized by short: sen-
tences, vivid expressions, and poetic force; and the later
ones become more and more detailed, complicated and, at
times, rather prosaic in outlook and language. As a result,
it is sometimes difficult to decide whether or not a rhyme
is intended to indicate the end of a verse; and consequent-
ly, there are variations in the numbering of verses (e.g.,
between the European editions long used by Western
scholars and the official Egyptian edition that has now
replaced them in most scholarly works}).

The Qur’an generally appears as the speech of God, who
mostly speaks in the first person plural (“we”). When the
prophet Muhammad is speaking to his compatriots, his
words are introduced by the command, “Say,” thus em-
phasizing that he is speaking on divine injunction only. At
times the form is also dramatic, bringing in objections by
Muhammad’s opponents and answering them by coun-
ter-arguments. Narrative passages are mostly brief. Sto-
ries of prophets and biblical persons are often alluded to
as though they are known to the audience. The stress is
not on the narrative but on its didactic uses:

On closer analysis very few of the sitrahs turn out to be
uniform in style or content. The longest text dealing with
one subject is siirah 12, which retells the story-of Joseph,
" adding to the biblical account a great many legendary
details, most of which seem to be drawn from Jewish
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Heter sources. Otherwise the longer siirahs are composed of

gcnc% several brief sections dealing with a variety of topics.

style | Thus the Quran often gives the impression of having
been produced by a rather haphazard method of composi-
tion, an impression that is further heightened by the fact
that certain favourite phrases such as “but God is forgiv-
ing, compassionate,” “God is knowing, wise,” “most of
them know nothing” often have little or no connection
with the immediate context and seem to have been added
in order to produce a needed rhyme.

It is often emphasized that Muhammad brought to his
people “an Arabic Qurin”; i.e., a book in the Arabs’ own
language comparable to the holy books of Judaism and
Christianity. Also the vocabulary of the Qur’dn is over-
whelmingly of Arabic origin, but there are, nevertheless,
loan. words, mostly from Hebrew and Syriac, bearing
witness to Muhammad’s debt to Judaism and Christianity.
These loan words are primarily technical terms such as
injil, “gospel” (Greek evangelion); taurat, *the law, or
Torah” of Judaism; Iblis, “the devil” (Greek diabolos);
or translations or adaptations of theological terms such as
amand, “to believe” (Hebrew or Aramaic); salat, “prayer”
(probably Syriac). Such explanations are usually regarded
with suspicion by Muslims, since orthodox doctrine is that
the language of the Qur'an is the purest Arabic.

Content. 1t is difficult to classify the contents of the
Qur’an. If the material is arranged chronologically, cer-
tain patterns appear since the predominant interest is
different in various periods.

God: His nature and design for creation. The earliest
siirahs concentrate on God as the creator of the world,
whose beneficence should arouse the gratitude of man-
kind and who recompenses or punishes man according to
his attitudes toward him. References to the sudden ad-
vent of the last judgment and descriptions of the bliss of
paradise and the torment of hell complete the picture.
Strangely enough, there is no reference to the oneness of
God in these early chapters. Accordipg to one tradition,
on one occasion Muhammad even acknowledged the rela-
iive authority of three goddesses, al-Lat, Manit, and al-
‘Uzzi, but later on abolished the passage in which this
reference occurred. There are also a few allusions to the
ritual of prayer.
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Later siirahs place much emphasis on the doctrine that
there is but one God, while the other gods of the Arabs
are said to be only powerless idols. The references to the
last judgment, to paradise and hell are fewer and shorter.
On the other hand, there are many polemic utterances:
against the idolaters, against those who are ungrateful
and do not believe in Muhammad’s message. In this con-
nection there are several references to previous prophets,
who had warned their people but were met with disbelief,
and thus catastrophe befell the unfaithful. These prophets
serve as examples; their lack of success also reflects the
experience of Muhammad, and it is implied that-the out-
come would be similar in his case as well. One implica-
tion of this is that Muhammad is one in a long series of
prophets who have been sent by God to warn their peo-
ples against the imminent judgment, or, to be more ex-
act, the last and final link in the chain of prophets with
a divine message, much in the same way as Mani (3rd
century AD Iranian reformer of Zoroastrianism who ad-
vocated that matter is evil) regarded himself as the last
in the row of revealers of divine truth. It is to be noted
that some of the prophets referred to are biblical persons
(Noah, Moses, Abraham, Jesus), while others seem to be
derived from native Arabic traditions (Had, Salih). Ma-
jor Christian and Jewish figures are common; there is fre-
quent mention of Mary, Zacharias, and John the Baptist,
as well as of David, Solomon, Job, and Jonah.

Toward the end of Muhammad’s activity in Mecca the
earlier mentioned change in style occurs: the verses grow
longer, poetic, and often elliptic language is exchanged
for a much calmer and prosaic style. Several parables
occur in this period; e.g., the rain reviving vegetation is
used to illustrate God’s resurrecting the dead; the story
of seafarers who are surprised by a strong wind and
pray to God for help but then forget him as soon as they
are saved exemplifies the fickleness of human nature.
Verses from earlier revelations are often repeated with
additional elaboration. The power of God and the won-
ders and wisdom of creation are the themes that are
elaborated upon. The descriptive element’ is less pro-
nounced in the eschatological passages (about the end
of time); the emphasis is on the fact of intervention by the
Lord of Justice. The references to earlier prophets are fur-
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ther developed but Jesus is mentioned less frequently. The
oneness of God is emphasized more than ever, and it is
emphasized that false gods will not be able to help their
worshippers on the day of judgment. In addition to
God’s omniscience, the problem of his omnipotence then
comes to the fore.

Human destiny. Man’s destiny is entirely in God’s
hand, even faith and disbelief are dependent on his will.
“They would not believe unless God willed” (Qur'an
6:111). There is no freedom of will, nor is the Prophet to
blame for disbelief, for in the last recourse the decision
rests with God in his eternal predestination. But other
passages fail to press the point and appear to leave man
some freedom to listen to the Prophet’s preaching and
make his own choice for good or for evil. Muhammad'’s
role as a warning pfophet is emphasized. In this connec-
tion the references to’the row of earlier prophets are elab-
orated and systematized. It is emphasized that Muham-
mad’s preaching confirms earlier revelation. Abraham ap-
pears as the founder of Arabian monotheism. In a way
Muhammad is his successor, and there are obvious efforts
to establish relations with the Jewish tradition.

Ethical and ritual guidance. In this period there is
some interest in ethical commandments. The duty of alms-
giving is inculcated—as for ritual practices only prayer
seems to be mentioned. On the other hand certain rules
concerning forbidden food appear.

In the sirahs revealed at Medina the abovementioned
stylistic development is continued. The practical interests
of the new Muslim community come into focus. Several
revelations deal with various episodes in Muhammad'’s
military operations, encouraging the brave and faithful
and blaming the hesitant. Ritual and legal prescriptions
are common and detailed. Questions concerning the or-
ganization of the community are dealt with, rules of con-
duct in intercourse with the Prophet are given, laws of
matrimony and inheritance and the ritual practices of
fasting and pilgrimage are regulated, and so forth. The
hostility of the Jews is met by accusations that they have
altered the scriptures and abandoned the religion of Abra-
ham,, the founder of the Ka'bah (a cube-shaped Muslim
holy place in Mecca).

The revelation of the various portions of the Quran met
the needs and answered the questions of each period.
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Sometimes, it even dealt with the personal affairs of
Muhammad and his contemporaries. There is no doubt of
the Prophet’s sincere conviction that he had received the
word of God on every occasion.

ORIGINS OF QUR’AN

According to Muslims. According to Muslim tradition
the Qur'an was revealed to Muhammad in separate pieces
over some 20 years. On such occasions, Muhammad, it is
said, was in a kind of trance or ecstasy, during which the
revelations were brought to him by the angel Gabriel. On
his return to normal consciousness he recited the words of Revelyy; on
revelation to those present. There are many traditions &{ih,
about the occasions on which a certain siarah or part of a ey o
surah was revealed. Thus the revelation of the Quran is fe
connected with events in the life of the Prophet. Even the Prophy,
traditional recension (version) of the Qur’an itself classi-
fies the siirahs as Meccan or Medinan. .

Obviously, many people learned the words of the revela-
tion by heart, but there are also traditions that, at the time
of their revelation, Muhammad had them written down
on “pieces of paper, stones, palm-leaves, shoulder-blades,
ribs, and bits of leather,” i.e., whatever writing-material
there was at hand. It is believed that the Prophet
indicated to the scribes the context in which a certain

passage should be placed.

After the Prophet’s death, and especially after the battle
of Yamamah (633 ), in which a great number of those who
knew the Qur’an by heart had fallen, fear arose that the
knowledge of the Qur’an might disappear. So it was decid-
ed to collect the revelations from all available written
sources and, as Muslim tradition has it, “from the hearts

(i.e., memories] of people.” A companion of the Prophet,
Zayd ibn Thabit, is said to have copied on sheets whatever
he could find and to have handed it over to the caliph
‘Umar. After ‘Umar’s death the collection was left in
the care of his daughter Hafsah. Other copies of the Qur’-
&n appear to have been written later, and different ver- .
sions were used in different parts of the Muslim empire. Establish-
So that there would be no doubt about the correct reading Ment of an
of the Qur'an, the caliph ‘Uthmin (644-656) is reported 2uthorita-
to have commissioned Zayd ibn Thabit and some other '''® text
learned men to revise the Qur’an using the “sheets” of
Hafsah, comparing them with whatever material was at
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hand, and consulting those who knew the Qur’an by heart.
It was decided that in case of doubt about the pronunci-
ation, the dialect of Quraysh, the Prophet's tribe, was to
be given preference. Thus an authoritative text of the
Quran (now known as the ‘Uthmanic recension) was
established.

These traditions may have been reworked and changed
to some extent to suit certain dogmatic theories concern-
ing the Quridn, but in the main they reflect historical
truth. It is obvious that the description of the method of
revelation has been somewhat simplified. The Qur’an it
self states (42:50-52) that God spoke to Muhammad “by
suggestion, or from behind a veil, or by sending a messen-
ger to suggest what he pleases.” The first term (Arabic
‘waliy) denotes a “suggestion” or “inspiration” of the
kind that is well known by many poets; the Qur’an also
uses a term meaning “it was sent down.” The second
term seems to suggest some kind of imaginative locu-
tion without any accompanying vision. Only the third
expression alludes to an angel but without mentioning
the name of Gabriel.

According to orientalists. The chronology of the si-
rahs is a much debated problem. The existing traditions
concerning the occasions for the revelation of certain pas-
sages cannot always be controlied and may or may not be
reliable. European scholars have applied the criteria of
style and contents to establish the relative order of the
siarahs or parts of siirahs. From the time when Theodor
Noldeke published his History of the Quran (1860), it
has been common to arrange the siirahs in four groups,
deriving from three subsequent periods at Mecca and
from Medina. The above exposition of the content of the
Qur’an roughly follows this arrangement.

In the Muslim view, Muhammad received every word
of the Quran directly from God. The Qur'an describes,
and indignantly rejects, accusations that the Prophet had
reproduced things that he had drawn from other
sources.

Western scholars who have analyzed the contents of the
various revelations have shown that much of the narrative
material concerning biblical persons and events is not
derived from the Bible, but from later Christian and,
above all, from Jewish sources (e.g., Midrash). Other mo-
tifs, such as the idea of the impending judgment and the
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descriptions of paradise agree with standard topics in the Question
missionary preaching of the contemporary Syriac church ¢

fathers. The dependence need not, however, be of a liter-
ary kind, but might be due to influence from oral tradi-
tions.

It would appear that learning the words of the revelation
by heart was the normal way of preserving them, and that
only on special occasions were the words written down
immediately. The existence of various early collections of
Qur’dnic material seems to be a warranted fact, although
their nature and contents cannot be determined. Some of
the siirahs beginning with separate letters (al-fawatih)—
certain consonant combinations detached from the main
text (mentioned above)—occur together in the present
Qurian and in the order of decreasing length in such a

way as to suggest that they once formed separate collec-
tions. The establishment of a vulgate recension (a stan-
dard version) was not sufficient to secure the uniform and
correct reading of the Quran in all details. The Arabic
script was incomplete; several consonants were easy to
confuse, and there was no way of indicating the vowels to
differentiate the variety of possible meanings inherent in
a particular combination of consonants. To assure the
correct recitation, therefore, it was necessary to know the
text more or less by heart. In this way, differing variant
readings arose, warranted by this or that “reader” of the
Qur’an. The recorded variations, however, turned out to
be remarkably few, and though no complete listing of the
textual variants exists, it can safely be said that the textual
tradition of the Quran is much firmer and more uniform
than that of the New Testament. The Arabic script was
gradually improved. Diacritical signs were introduced to
distinguish the letters that were similar in form, and long
vowels were indicated by the letters alif (for a), waw (for
i), and ya (for 7). It is known that this vowel system
was still disputed at the beginning of the 9th century.
The special vowel signs placed above or beneath the let-
ters were added in a different colour and did not count
as part of the text itself.

Interpretations. The “readers” (qurrd’, singular gari’)
were the specialists of the text of the Quran. They were at
the same time philologians, and it was to a great extent
from their dealings with the language of the Qur'dn that
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the science of Arabic grammar grew. Two schools de-
veloped, one at Basra (in present-day Iraq), which was
especially interested in systematizing and ordering the:
material to set up the rules governing the language, and a
rival one at Kiifa (also in Iraq), which took more interest
in the exceptional. It was theorized that several variant
readings could be accepted only if they were based on
the ‘Uthmainic recension (version). It was also important
that a reading be based on the authority of some re-
nowned reader.

There was also theological speculation as to the true
nature of the Qur'an. In the discussions initiated by the
Mut'tazilites (lit. “those who stand apart”; a group that
sought to introduce principles from Greek rationalism
into Islamic thought) the question of the eternity of the
Quran (i.e., of its heavenly prototype) was one of the
main points. The Mu‘tazilites, who wanted to avoid every-
thing that might encroach upon the oneness of God, de-
nied the doctrine that the Qur’an was uncreated and eter-
nal, because this would mean that something else besides
the God of eternity would exist eternally and thus create
an eternal and irreconcilable “dualism.” Consequently
they asserted that the Quran was created by God. This
doctrine, however, was rejected by orthodox Islam. In
popular belief, the reverence for the Quran is often di-
rected toward the visible book or parts of it. Oaths are
taken on it, passages are copied for magical purposes.

In these and other doctrinal disputes the parties sought
support for their opinions in the sayings of the Qurlin,
since it was considered as the ultimate authority in all

Qur’inic legal and religious questions. The correct interpretation of
exegesis the Quridn became the object of a special branch of
learning, the so-called fafsir, or Quranic exegesis. All
kinds of resources were utilized in order to elucidate the
meaning of a Quranic passage. Traditions concerning the
circumstances surrounding the revelation of certaia pas-
sages or containing interpretative utterances of the Proph-
et that had been transmitted orally were recorded and
collected, together with other traditions deriving from and
concerning the Prophet (Hadith). At times, in order to
provide authority for a certain theory, traditions were
simply invented. Any interpretation of a Quranic passage
that could not be supported by a Hadith was originally
rejected. The results of the study of grammar and lexicog-
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raphy were also utilized; examples from contemporary
poetry were often quoted in order to elucidate the gram-
matical structure or the lexical meaning of a passage.
Thus, work on the Qur’in, whose ultimate goal was the
correct understanding' and application of its teachings,
went hand in hand with the development of Arabic gram-
mar and lexicography.

Two works are especially renowned in the field of tafsir,
namely the commentary of at-Tabarl (839-923), a huge
encyclopaedic collection that sums up everything that had
been done so far in the field, and the Kashshaf of Za.
makhshari (1075-1143), which has gained almost canop.
ical reputation, though its author was a Mu‘tazilite and
began his work with the words, “Praise be to. God who
created the Quran.” A handy commentary of Baydawi
(d. c. 1280), which is often quoted as authoritative, ig
merely an abridged revision of the latter work.

The theological schools of medieval Islam all sought to
support their doctrines with the aid of Qur’anic exegesis,
and each of them produced their own commentaries.
There are also examples of allegorical interpretation
(ta’wil) especially in Sufi (Islamic mystical) literature, in
which the doctrines of mysticism are found to be hidden
behind the literal sense of the Quranic word.

Qur’anic exegesis gained new significance with the ap-
pearance of modemnism toward the end of the 19th cen-
tury. The modernists, who sought to revive Islam from its
degradation and to reconcile it with what they found valu-
able in Western scientific traditions, set up the principle of
returning to the pure and uncorrupted Islam of the “an-
cestors.” As a consequence, the interpretation of the old-
est and original source of Islam was regarded as impera-
tive, and attempts were made to establish the principles
necessary for a correct understanding of the Qur’an. Tra-
ditional exegesis was accused of having introduced Israel-
ite legends and false traditions that had nothing to do with
the original teachings o{ the Prophet. On the other hand,
the authority of the Qur’in was never called in question.

Muhammad. ‘Abduh, the founder of modernism in
Egypt, for several years published exegetical lectures in Moden
the journal al-Mandr; and they were later published in comme
book form by his Syrian disciple Rashid Ridd. In tares
them he accepts the Qur’dn as the literally inspired word
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of God, in which there can be nothing false or antiquated,
and tries to show that the results of modern science and
many modern views are already present in the Qur’dn.
This is often achieved by twisted interpretations, reading
modern ideas into the words of the Qur’an. For instance,
the jinn (genii) of siirah 2:176 that cause disease are
interpreted as ‘“microbes,” and the words in 2:250,
“How often a little company has overcome a numerous
company; and God is with those who endure,” is taken to
refer to ideas reminiscent of Darwin’s theory of the strug-
gle for life and the survival of the fittest. Allegorical in-
terpretation is also used when it can serve the purpose of
the author. Other modernistic interpreters of the Qurin
have continued along the same lines. The Qur’an is, how-
ever, left untouched by criticism; as the infallible word
of God it cannot have been influenced by the circum-
stances under which it was revealed, it can contain no
mistake, and it cannot be superseded by-any new discov-
ery.

The latest development, though, has brought some new
ideas to the fore. In an Urdu commentary on the Qur’an,
which has in part been made available in English, Mau-
lana Abul Kalam Azad (1888-1958), an Indian Muslim
scholar (minister of education of the Republic of India
at the time of his death), develops some new principles for
the interpretation of the Qur'an. He argues that it is neces-
sary to interpret the Quran against thé background of its
environment; therefore it is necessary (o study the cul-
tures and the languages of ancient Arabia and other Semit-
ic peoples. Study of the historical circumstances in which
the Qur’an came into being is said to facilitate the under-
standing of what it meant to thos¢ who received the reve-
lation.

Scholars have no doubt, however, that something new is
entering the field of Qur'anic exegesis. D. Rahbar, in his
study The God of Justice (1960), argues that in order
to elucidate a passage in the Qur'an one should quote tra-
ditional exegesis and medieval dogmatics and, above all,
use other Qur'anic passages for comparison, letting one
passage throw light on another. Though such ideas are
looked upon with suspicion by orthodox Muslims and
are fervently rejected by most Muslim leaders, they may
indicate the inception of a more historical view of the
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Quran, one that tries to distinguish between central re-
ligious ideas and those outward things that are dependent
on the historical environment.

TRANSLATIONS

The Quran was revealed to Muhammad as “an Arabic
book” or an Arabic reading (qurdn), to provide the
Arabs with a holy book in their own language, compa-
rable with the Scriptures of Judaism and Christianity. As
has been noted, the language of the Qur’an is regarded as
surpassing everything that can be written in Arabic. The
Qur'an itself is a miracle and cannot be imitated by man.

As a consequence of this, it is regarded as unfitting to
translate the Quran. In countries in which other Jan-
guages are spoken, the Qurian is still recited in Arabic.
There exist Muslim translations of the Qur’an; e.g., into
Turkish, Urdu, and English (the latter during the Ahmadi-
yah movement founded in 1889 by Mirza Ghulam Ah-
mad in the Punjab region of India), but on principle
these are regarded as paraphrases, not as translations that
can be used for ritual purposes.

The Quran was first printed in Arabic at Rome by Pag-
ninus Brixiensis (1530), but the edition was never cir-
culated. A. Hinckelmann published an Arabic text at
Hamburg in 1694. Since then several European editions
have appeared; one of the best was that of G. Fliigel
(1834), the first critical edition, often reprinted. It is
from this edition that Western scholars have usually.
quotéd the Quran. Several editions are today printed in
Muslim countries, and an official Egyptian edition is gain-
ing more and more ground among Western scholars.

The first Latin translation was made in 1143 at the re-
quest of an abbot of the monastery of Cluny and was pub-
lished at Basle in 1543 by Theodor Bibliander and after-
ward rendered into Italian, German, and Dutch. The first
French translation was by A. du Ryer (1647); it was
translated into English by Alexander Ross (1649-88).
G. Sale’s English translation first appeared in 1734 and
has passed through many new editions. It has become
something of a classic and can still be useful in many
respects. A translation by J.M. Rodwell, with the sirahs
arranged in chropological order, appeared in 1861. E.H.
Palmer’s translation was published-in Sacred Books of the
East in 1880. Bell’s translation “with a critical rearrange-
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menf of the sirahs” (1937-39) tries to analyze the
sirahs into their smallest units and show how these
were joined together to form the present Quran. The
translation (1955) of A.J. Arberry, distinguished British
scholar of Islam, is well known for its literary qualities,
and is highly esteemed, especially by Muslims, for its
rendering of Qur’anic style.

The Quran has also been translated into most other
European languages. Special mention should be made of
R. Blachere’s French translation (1949-50) because of
its rather detailed notes, and of R. Paret's German rend-
ering (1962), which is very accurate and makes exten-
sive use of parallel passages within the Qur’an itself, but
is rather dry in its style.

BIBLIOGRAPHY. The basic work is T. NOLDEKE, Geschichte
des Qorans (1860), 2nd ed. by F. SCHWALLY (1919-38). Less
comprehensive but more modern are R. BELL, Introduction to
the Qurlan (1953); and R. BLACHERE, Introduction au Coran
(1947). The history of Qur’anic interpretation is set forth in
1. GOLDZIHER, Die Richtungen der islamischen Koranauslegung
(1920). It should be supplemented by J.M.S. BALJON, Modern
Muslim Koran Interpretation, 1880-1960 (1961, reprinted
1968). A. JEFFERY, The Quran as Scripture (1952), deals
with the Qur’an’s view of its own function,
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