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raise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds,
and peace and blessings of Allah be upon
our Prophet Muhammad, his family and

companions, and those guided by him to the Day
of Reckoning.

The month of Ramadan and the first ten
days of Dhu al-Hijja are two seasons in which
Allah multiplies rewards for good deeds and the
seasons of trade with Allah the Exalted by good
deeds. Religious scholars are responsible for
encouraging people to seize the opportunity of
these seasons. They should remind them of their
virtues and mention the most prominent issues
and rulings they need. Therefore, 1 prepared
this book to facilitate the matter for the students
and the preachers who call people to Allah the
Almighty when they want to guide the public.
I divided this book into forty lessons during
Ramadan, which varied between mentioning the
virtues, characteristics, rulings, contemporary
issues, and directives. I allocated thirteen lessons
for the first ten days of Dhu al-Hijja to be read
from the first day to the thirteenth of Dhu al-
Hijja. I concluded the book with a lesson on the
virtues of fasting on the Day of Ashura.

Introduction
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This book is distinguished by the foiiowing:

1.  Mentioning the problems of fasting and its emerging issues.

2.  Combining the clarification of jurisprudential rulings with
preaching and guidance.

3. The ease of statements in the book makes it suitable for all
segments of society with a focus on scientific material without

lengthening.

I pray to Allah to make this book sincerely for His sake, to accept it, and
to guide everyone to what He loves and accepts.

Prof. Saad bin Turki al-Khathlan
Professor at the College of Sharia,

Imam Muhammad bin Saud Islamic University
and teacher at the Two Holy Mosques
Riyadh 28/02/1444 H.
Corresponding to 24/9/2022.
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LESSON

Welcoming the Month of

RAMADAN

raise be to Allah, Who bestowed upon us the month of
P fasting, and peace and blessings of Allah be upon the best

of mankind, our Prophet Muhammad, the best of those who
fasted and stood up in prayer, and on his family and companions,
the pure and righteous.

We have received a generous guest, and one of the seasons of trade with
Allah, the Almighty, with good deeds,

e 70 v 2 z Pt . 4 .)é KT Pl (24
Sl G B80T ﬁé\;ﬂ\%gjf\z;,\x\o‘)jw%
A
¢ oGAG
“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an,

a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the
criterion (between right and wrong).”’

In this month, Allah, the Almighty, multiplies the reward for good deeds,
raises grades, atones sins and misdeeds, forgives slips and saves people
from the Hell Fire.

One of the blessings of Allah the Exalted upon His servants is that they
lived until this holy month. The people who died and were moved by death
from this world to the world of the Hereafter, to the abode of Penalty,
1. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse:185).

5
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Reward, and Reckoning, were deprived of this grace.

Many people fasted with us during Ramadan last year but did not
attend the month of Ramadan this year. They are now in their graves, held
accountable for their deeds.

Brothers: Not long ago, we were welcoming the month of Ramadan
last year, and the month of Ramadan came and passed, and those days and
nights passed, and here we are receiving the month of Ramadan this year,
and glory be to Allah! How quickly nights and days pass! This is how our
life passes, and all its days and nights pass quickly, and all of them go by.
And in the end, there must be a pause to meet Allah, the Almighty,

{0l €535 ) 80y S
“O man! Verily, you are returning towards your Lord with your deeds

and actions (good or bad), a sure returning, and you will meet (the
results of your deeds which you did).”"

Ramadan is a great opportunity for Muslims to repent, hold themselves
accountable, make up for what is left of life, and increase the deeds of
righteousness. So, let the Muslims be careful to organize their time during
this month and ensure that none of the days or nights of this month pass
without increasing their deeds of righteousness.

They should put forward good deeds that would make them happy on
the Day of Resurrection when they meet their Lord and appreciate that this
may be the last Ramadan they fast with Muslims.

In this blessed month, let the Muslim be keen to reduce his engagement
with worldly affairs that do not end and to give himself more time for
worship. The Prophet = used to multiply his generosity when the month of
Ramadan came:

“He was the most generous of the men, and he was the most generous
during the month of Ramadan.”
With the entry of this holy month, my Muslim brother, you should increase
your activity in worship, obedience, and righteous deeds and be better in
Ramadan than you were before Ramadan.

The month of Ramadan is an educational school for the Muslim, in

1. Surah Al-Inshiqaq (Verse: 6).
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari, No.(6), and Muslim, No.(2308), from the hadith of Ibn Abbas -

T
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which he is raised on generous qualities and far from sins and vices of
deeds. The Prophet “ said:

“Whoever does not give up forged speech, and acting upon it, Allah
» 1

has no need of him giving up his food and drink.

Forged speech includes verbal sins and acting upon it includes actual sins.
The meaning of this hadith is that whoever does not behave according to
the virtues and manners of fasting, commits many verbal or actual sins,
and does not respect fasting may reach the stage mentioned by the Prophet
4, which is: he is not rewarded or repented for his fasting, even if he is
acquitted of the guilt of not fasting.

This is because of his lack of respect for fasting and his daring to fall
into sins while fasting. Muslims must be polite with the manners of fasting
and avoid sins in general at all times, and this is confirmed during fasting.
Thus, fasting achieves this educational meaning for Muslims to avoid sins
and be obedient in the school of fasting.

The month of Ramadan is an opportunity for Muslims to inspect
themselves, hold themselves accountable for what has passed of life, and
make up for what is left, as Allah the Almighty said:

4 (W) JA IR G 2 SR AT NG 3

“O you who believe! Fear Allah and keep your duty to Him. And let

every person look to what he has sent forth for tomorrow.””
My Muslim brother: at the beginning of this month, you should be keen to
decisively decide to be obedient to Allah. Such a decision helps a person
to do acts of obedience and determination to follow the right path that the
Prophet #= was calling for. For example, at the beginning of Ramadan, you
decide to pray all of the Taraweeh prayers with the Imam all the nights of
the month, and decide to finish reciting the Qur’an once or several times
in this month. Thus, with this planning and this determination, the Muslim
will not finish the month of Ramadan without having stocked up on great
righteous deeds that will make him happy on the Day he meets his Lord.

It is okay for a Muslim to congratulate his Muslim brother on the month
of Ramadan, as congratulation is one of the customs, and the basic rule

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari, No. (1903) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah, may Allah be pleased with him.
2. Surah Al-Hashr (Verse: 18)
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Introduction

of customs is permissibility. The Muslim is congratulated on whatever
pleases him, and undoubtedly the Muslim is pleased and happy with the
grace of Allah upon him by reaching this blessed month.

O Allah, grant us success in fasting Ramadan and standing up in prayer
in the manner that pleases You, and grant us success in words and deeds
that satisfy You. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family and companions.
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40 Lessons In Ramadan

LESSON

The Characteristics
of the Month of

RAMADAN

raise be to Allah, Who has singled out the month of Ramadan
P for the virtue of fasting and made it a month in which the gates
of Paradise are opened and the gates of Hellfire are closed.
Peace and blessings of Allah be upon His servant and Messenger,
the best of those who prayed and fasted, and performed ‘Tahajjud

prayer’ and stood up in prayer at night, and upon his family and
honorable companions.

The month of Ramadan has great characteristics that Allah has singled

out among the rest of the months of the year. The most prominent of these
characteristics are the following:

1- That the Qur’an was revealed in it. Allah the Almighty said:

o 822 P z A _, A2 ’:. s P >z
GQ\@%) u"L_,\.U Q.A./; Q\cj_d\ud 5\ T .;\S\ j.«w

% () ST

“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an,

a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the
criterion (between right and wrong).” !

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 185).

T
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The meaning of the revelation of the Qur’an in Ramadan is: the beginning
of'its revelation is in Ramadan, according to the most preponderate saying,
and that was on the night of Al-Qadr (the Night of Decree).

2- That the gates of Paradise are opened in it.
3- That the gates of Hellfire are closed in it.
4- That the demons are chained and handcuffed in it.
Abu Hurairah «: narrated that the Messenger of Allah = said:

“When Ramadan begins, the gates of Paradise are opened, the gates of
Hell are closed, and the devils are chained.””

In another narration:
“When the first night of Ramadan comes, the demons and mischievous
jinn are chained up, and the gates of the Fire are closed, and none of
its gates is opened. The gates of Paradise are opened, and none of its
gates are closed. And a caller cries out: ‘O seeker of good, proceed, O
seeker of evil, stop.””

This hadith states that these matters characterize the month of Ramadan,
which are: The opening of the doors of Paradise because of the many good
deeds of the believers and to encourage them in that, and the closing of
the gates of the Fire as a mercy to the believers because they commit few
sins in the month of Ramadan. Moreover, the handcuffing of demons so
that they would not be able to get to the believers as they used to do in the
other months.

5- That the night of Al-Qadr, which is better than a thousand months, is
in Ramadan.

“And whoever stood up in prayer in the night of Al-Qadr out of faith
and the hope of reward, he will be forgiven his previous sins.””

6- Allah the Almighty has singled it out for the obligation of fasting, one
of the best acts that bring Muslims closer to Allah the Almighty. The
Messenger of Allah = said:

“Every (good) deed of the son of Adam will be multiplied manifold.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari, No. (3277), and Muslim, No. (1079).

2. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi, No. (682), An-Nasa’i, No. (2107), and Ibn Majah, No. (1642) from the hadith
of Abu Hurairah - authenticated by Ibn Hibban, No. (3435), and Al-Hakim, No. (1532).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1901), and Muslim No. (760) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah ..

[95)
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A good deed will be multiplied tenfold up to seven hundredfold
rewards or as much as Allah wills. Allah, the Exalted and Majestic,
says: ‘Except fasting, for it is done for Me, and I shall reward for it,
for one abandons his desire and food for My sake.” '

7- That whoever fasts and stands up in prayer at night in Ramadan out of
faith and in the hope of reward will be forgiven for what he has done,
as the Prophet = said:

“Whoever observes fasts during the month of Ramadan out of sincere
faith, and hoping to attain Allah's rewards, then all his past sins will be
forgiven.’”

His saying, “out of faith,” means believing in Allah and the prom-
ise of Allah the Almighty rewarding for it. “In the hope of” means
hoping for a reward, not for hypocrisy, showing off, or anything

else.

8- That the reward for Umrah in Ramadan equals the reward for Hajj
(pilgrimage). The Prophet = said,

“(The performance of) Umrah during Ramadan is equal to Hajj

(pilgrimage).” Or he said, “Equal to the performance of Hajj with

me.””

9- That whoever offers to a fasting person with which to break his fast
during Ramadan will receive the same reward as him. Zaid bin
Khalid Al-Juhani <% said: The Messenger of Allah & said:

“He who provides a fasting person something with which to break his

fast will earn the same reward as the one who was observing the fast,
without diminishing in any way the reward of the latter.”*

Providing a fasting person with food enters into feeding people, and the
Prophet = was asked:

“What aspect of Islam is best? He replied that you should provide food

1. Narrated by Muslim No. (1151) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .

2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (38), and Muslim No. (760) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .

3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1863), and Muslim No. (1256) from the hadith of Ibn Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with them both).

4. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (807), and Ibn Majah No. (1746) and At-Tirmidhi said: it is an authentic
hadith.

T
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and greet both those you know and those you do not know.”"

Brothers: A generous month has come to us, and a great season in which
Allah multiplies the reward, bestows huge bounties and opens the doors
of goodness to everyone who wishes to do good things. It is not just a
month, but a season of immense blessings and divine favor. The month of
Ramadan is a time when the gates of heaven are wide open, and the mercy
of Allah is abundant. It is a season of goodness and blessings, the month
of grants and gifts,

Fap ¢4
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“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an,

a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the
criterion (between right and wrong).’”

°\

i‘i

So, show goodness, strive to do good deeds, and increase the works of
righteousness.

O Allah, make us among those who fast Ramadan and stand up in
prayer at night and in the hope of reward, guide us to do good deeds,
and stop doing prohibited things. We seek Your forgiveness for our slips
and shortcomings, knowing that Your mercy is vast and Your forgiveness
is abundant. May our grades be raised, and may peace and blessings of
Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family and companions,
reassuring us of Your love and mercy.

co

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (12), and Muslim No. (39) from the hadith of Abdullah Ibn Amr, (may Allah
be pleased with them both).
2. Surah Al-Bagarah (Verse: 185)

T
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LESSON

The Virtues of

FASTING

raise be to Allah, the Most Gracious, the Most Merciful,
P and the Most Compassionate. Peace and blessings of Allah

be upon His best Messenger, our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, companions, and his followers in good deeds.

Fasting has many virtues narrated in the hadiths and the narrations
transmitted. Among the most prominent of these virtues are the following:

That Allah has prescribed it for all nations and imposed it upon them.
Allah the Almighty said:

A%
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46 53
“O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is prescribed for
you as it was prescribed for those before you that you may become Al-
Muttaqun (the pious — see V.2:2).”"!
Had it not been great worship, which is extremely necessary for mankind
besides its resulting reward, Allah would not have prescribed it for all
nations.

Among the virtues of Ramadan is that Allah the Almighty has singled
it out from among all other good deeds in that He rewards it with a special

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 183).

i
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reward from Him. In the Two Sahihs (Sahih Al-Bukhari and Sahih Muslim),
Abu Hurairah « said: The Messenger of Allah = said:

“Allah the Exalted and Majestic said: ‘Every (good) deed of the son of
Adam is for him, except fasting, for it is for Me, and I shall reward for it.””

In another narration:

“Every (good) deed of the son of Adam will be multiplied manifold. A
good deed will be multiplied tenfold up to seven hundredfold rewards or
as much as Allah wills. Allah, the Exalted and Majestic, says: ‘Except

fasting, for it is done for Me, and I shall reward for it, for one abandons
his desire and food for My sake.”

So, Allah the Almighty explained in this holy hadith that He singled out
the worship of fasting with a special reward from Him, and the gift, as
it is said, is as much as the giver. Allah the Exalted and Majestic is the
Most Generous, and this indicates the great reward of fasting. Allah the
Almighty singled it out among all other acts of worship for its honor with
Him, His love for it, and the devotion to Allah, Glory be to Him. This is
because fasting is a secret between the servant and his Lord; only Allah the
Almighty knows about it.

The fasting person is in a place devoid of people; thus, he can access
what Allah has forbidden him in fasting, yet, he does not eat or drink
because he knows His Lord knows what he does in his privacy and has
forbidden him to do so. So, he leaves it for the sake of Allah, for fear of
His punishment, and in hope of His reward. Thus, in fasting, he is closer to
sincerity than in all other acts of worship.

Moreover, there is patience in fasting for the pain of hunger and thirst,
patience for obedience to Allah, and patience against the disobedience of
Allah the Almighty, so the three types of patience are combined in fasting.
Allah the Almighty said:

£ P Z42 % <
§ 1) Sl i S50 A1 55 03
“Only those who are patient shall receive their rewards in full, without
reckoning.””

If a teacher distributed prizes to his outstanding students and said to one

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1805), and Muslim No. (1151).
2. Narrated by Muslim No. (1151)
3. Surah Az-Z’umar (Verse: 10).

T8
]




Nictlaces off Phrts 40 Lessons In Ramadan

of them: As for you, so-and-so, I have a special prize for you. This special
prize will be better than the prizes of his colleagues. This is how Allah
rewards fasting with a special reward from Him.

Among the virtues of fasting is that the breath of the one observing
fasting smells better to Allah than the fragrance of musk.

In the Two Sahihs, from the hadith of Abu Hurairah £, the Mes-
senger of Allah # said:

“By Him in Whose Hand the soul of Muhammad is, the breath of one
observing Saum is sweeter to Allah than the fragrance of musk.””

Khoulouf (in Arabic) is the unpleasant smell that comes from the
stomach when it is devoid of food. Yet Allah the Almighty loves it because
it arises from this great worship; therefore, it is better to Allah than the
fragrance of musk.

And among the virtues of fasting is that it expiates sins, as in the Two
Sahihs from the hadith of Abu Hurairah & who said: The Messenger of
Allah £ said:

“Whoever observes fasts during the month of Ramadan out of sincere

faith, and hoping to attain Allah's rewards, then all his past sins will be

forgiven.”

What is meant by expiation here is the expiation of the minor sins.
The Prophet £ said:
“The five daily prayers, the Friday prayer to the next Friday prayer,

and from one Ramadan to the next Ramadan expiate whatever minor
sins may be committed in between, so long as major sins are avoided.” 3

As for the major sins, there must be repentance.

Among the virtues of fasting is what was narrated in the Two Sahihs
from Sahl ibn Saad % narrated that the Prophet = said: “In Paradise, there
is a gate which is called Ar-Raiyan through which only those who observe
fasting will enter on the Day of Resurrection. None else will enter through
it. It will be called out,

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1894), and Muslim No. (1151).
Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (38), and Muslim No. (760).
Narrated by Muslim No. (233).
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“Where are those who observe fasting?” So, they will stand up and
proceed towards it. When the last of them have entered, the gate will be
closed, and then no one will enter through that gate.”

And among the virtues of fasting is that it is a shield, as our Prophet =
said, “Fasting is a shield.”” That is a protection and a cover that protects
its owner from idle talk and obscene speech. Hence, our Prophet = said,

“When anyone of you is observing fast, he should neither indulge in

obscene language nor should he raise his voice; and if anyone reviles

him or tries to quarrel with him, he should say: ‘I am fasting.’””

Thus, fasting instructs a person not to meet abuse with its like and insult
with its like out of respect for the worship of fasting. So, when someone
wrongs you while you are fasting, say to him: I am a fasting person.

Furthermore, fasting is also a shield and protection from Fire. Jabir «
narrated that the Prophet = said,

“Our Lord, Almighty, said:” Fasting is a shield by which the servant
will be saved from the Fire. "

And among the virtues of fasting is that a fasting person has two
joyous occasions:

* Joy he breaks his fast and the completion of this great worship. When
a fasting person comes to the iftar table (breaking his fast) with joy
that Allah blesses him to complete fasting on this day, he rejoices.

*  He then has another joy in this fast when he meets his Lord and finds
the reward of fasting there for where he is most in need of it.

O Allah, grant us success in fasting during the month of Ramadan and
standing up in prayer in the manner that pleases You, and grant us success
for what You love and are satisfied with of words and deeds. May peace
and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and
companions.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1896), and Muslim No. (1152).

2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1894), and Muslim No. (1151).

3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1904), and Muslim No. (1151) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah - and the
wording of Muslim.

4. Narrated by Ahmed No. (14669), and its chain of transmission was authenticated by Al-Mundhiri in Al-
Targheeb wa At-Tarheeb (Exhortation and Intimidation) (2/83), and Al-Haythami in Majma’ Az-Zawa’id
(The Collection of Extra Lessons) (3/180).

2
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LESSON

The Essence of

FASTING

raise be to Allah, the Holy King, the Owner of Peace, Who is
P unique in Greatness and Eternity, and peace and blessings of

Allah be upon the best of mankind, our Prophet Muhammad,
and his noble family and companions.

Allah the Almighty said,

A%
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“O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is prescribed for
you as it was prescribed for those before you,” then He explained to

us the wisdom behind the obligation of fasting and said, “that you may
become Al-Muttaqun (the pious).””

So, the wisdom behind the legitimacy of fasting is: to achieve the fear of
Allah the Almighty, which is achieved by abstaining from sins, performing

acts of obedience, and not being in the same condition while fasting as
before fasting.

This result is found among many successful believers whose condition
improves after Ramadan, so they approach mosques and worship.

So, my Muslim brother, look and consider your fasting: does your

1 Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 183).

21
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fasting achieve this result, which is the fear of Allah the Almighty? If you
desire to obey Allah the Almighty during Ramadan, fasting has achieved
its intended purpose. But whoever was in Ramadan as before or worse, let
him check himself out because fasting did not achieve its purpose, “that
you may become Al-Muttaqun (the pious)”.

The Prophet said:

“Whoever does not give up forged speech, and acting upon it, Allah
has no need of him giving up his food and drink.””

This great hadith shows that fasting is not limited to abstaining from
tangible things that break the fast but also from verbal and actual sins,
which are required all the time, but this is confirmed during fasting.

The Prophet = expressed the verbal sins as “false speech” and the actual
sins as “acting upon it.” Therefore, every sin committed blemishes fasting
and decreases its reward.

When these sins are multiplied, a fasting person may reach the stage
mentioned in this hadith: “Allah does not need his fasting.”

A fasting person has to ensure that his fast is preserved by preserving his
organs from sins, so he keeps his tongue from forbidden speech, his eyesight
from looking at forbidden things, his hearing from forbidden things, and
the rest of his organs from sins. Many of the righteous predecessors, when
they fasted, sat in mosques and said: We keep our fast and do not backbite
anyone.

The saying of the Prophet ‘= in this hadith, “Allah does not need his
fasting.” indicates that the fasting person is not rewarded for this fast even
though he is acquitted of not fasting. This is because he abstained from
the tangible things that broke the fast and was acquitted of not fasting,
but he was not rewarded for fasting. The same applies to prayer, in which
the worshiper prays from the time he stands up until he finishes by saying
assalamu alaikum (peace be upon you); he is engaged in his own affairs
and obsessions.

He is acquitted of not performing prayer because he has fulfilled its
pillars, conditions, and duties but has no reward for his prayer except to the
extent that he does it wholeheartedly.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1903) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah ..

2
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This meaning should be present for every Muslim man and wom-
an. If he intends to do a verbal or actual act of disobedience, he
should remember that he is fasting and thus abstains from it, even
if he struggles and finds it hard to do so, which is permissible. Al-
lah the Almighty said,

4 () K 6200 iy e 16
“Then whoever transgresses the prohibition against you, you transgress
likewise against him.”"

The Prophet = said:

“When two persons indulge in hurling (abuses) upon one another, it
would be the first one who would be the sinner so long as the oppressed
does not transgress the limits. "

So, whoever reviles you, you may revile him likewise unless you are
fasting. In this case, you should not revile him in the same manner for the
due respect to fasting. The Prophet ‘= said:

“And if anyone reviles him or tries to quarrel with him, he should say:

I am a fasting person.’”

O Allah, bless us in the month of Ramadan, and help us to complete fasting
and standing up in prayer in a manner that pleases You, and save us from
the causes of Your discontent and sins, and forgive us, our parents, and
all Muslims, and may peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and companions.

Eo

1. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: 194)
2. Narrated by Muslim No. (2587) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1904) and Muslim No. (1151) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
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LESSON

NULLIFIERS
OF FASTING

(Things and Acts that invalidate the fast)

and opened for them every door of the treasures of His Mercy

and Generosity, and may peace and blessings of Allah prayers
and peace be upon our Prophet Muhammad and all his family and
companions, and those who follow them with kindness until the day
of the Return to Allah.

P raise be to Allah, Who guided creation to the fullest manners

This is a brief overview of the tangible nullifiers of fasting.

Allah the Almighty mentioned the fundamentals of things and acts that
invalidate the fast when He said, Glory be to Him, and Exalted be He:
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“So now, have sexual relations with them and seek that which Allah has
ordained for you (offspring), and eat and drink until the white thread
(light) of dawn appears to you distinct from the black thread [darkness

of night]. Then complete your Saum (fast) until the nightfall. '

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 187).
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These nullifiers of fasting can be
summed up Into seven types:

which is the greatest of them, and the greatest sin, is sexual
intercourse during the daytime in Ramadan; whoever commits this during
the daytime in Ramadan, then several things will follow:

First: The invalidation of his fasting.

Second: He has to continue fasting for the rest of his day.
Third: He has to make up for fasting on that day.
Fourth: Repentance.

Fifth: Heavy penance, which is the freeing of a slave, and if he does not
find that, then he has to fast for two consecutive months, and if he cannot,
then he has to feed sixty poor people.

There are no slaves to free now because there is no slavery in the world,
so it goes directly to fasting for two consecutive months. Whoever can fast
during Ramadan, the basic principle is that he can fast for two successive
months, and if he cannot, then he has to feed sixty poor people.

BN is the intended ejaculation of semen, as this is a nullification of
fasting, but if he does not intend to do it, such as during a wet dream, then
fasting should not be invalidated by that.

As for Madhi - a sticky liquid that comes out when lust intensifies - the
Islamic jurists differed: Does its emission invalidate the fast or not?

The preponderant saying - and Allah knows best - is that the emission of
Madhi does not invalidate fasting, which is the choice of Ibn Taymiyyah',
Sheikh Abdulaziz bin Baz?, and Sheikh Muhammad Ibn ‘Uthaymeen® may
Allah have mercy on everyone; as there is no evidence indicating that the
Madhi invalidates fasting, and the fundamental thing is the validity of
fasting.

VN Eating and drinking, whatever the type of food and drink; however,
smelling odors does not break fasting because the smell does not have a
substance that enters the belly.

1. See the Scientific News from Jurisprudential Selections (p. 160).
2. See the Collection of the Fatwas of ibn Baz (15/268).
3. See the Collection of the Fatwas of ibn ‘Uthaymeen (19/191).
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Swallowing saliva does not affect the validity of fasting. So, a fast-
ing person does not break fasting by swallowing saliva, according
to the consensus of Muslim scholars.

What was in the sense of eating and drinking, including:

Nutritious injections: They replace food and drink, so they invalidate
fasting.

As for non-nutritional therapeutic injections, they do not invalidate
fasting because they are neither food nor drink nor do they mean food and
drink.

This also includes blood transfusion, which invalidates fasting because
it has the same meaning as food and drink. For instance, if a person has
a hemorrhage and is injected with blood, this invalidates his fast as blood
achieves the objective of nutrition through food and drink, but if he needs to
do so, there is nothing wrong with him. If he has an accident, for example,
and needs to be injected with blood, he can be injected and has to make up
for that day.

There is nothing wrong with using a toothbrush and toothpaste for a
fasting person, provided that the toothpaste is ejected from the mouth so
that it does not enter the belly.

The excreting of blood by Hijjamah (cupping), according to the
Prophet ::

»]

“The cupper and the one being cupped have broken the fast.

So, cupping invalidates fasting according to the preponderate saying,
which is the choice of Ibn Taymiyyah?, Ibn al-Qayyim?, Sheikh Abdulaziz
bin Baz*, and Sheikh Muhammad bin Uthaymeen®, may Allah have mercy
on all.

What is measured along similar lines as cupping is the blood draw for

1. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (2367), Ibn Majah No. (1680), and Ahmed No. (22371) from the hadith of
Thauban «: and Ahmed authenticated it and said: It is Sahih. Ibn Hibban and Al-Hakim also authenticated
it. See al-Talkhis al-Habeer (the Summary of the Scholar) (2/369).

See the Scientific News from Jurisprudential Selections (p. 160).

See Zad Al-Maad (the Provision for the Return) (4/56).

See: The Collection of the Fatwas of Ibn Baz (15/258).

See: The Collection of the Fatwas by Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (19/192).
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analysis if the extracted blood is huge and amounts to cupping blood or
more. However, if the blood extracted is as little as the blood extracted to
analyze sugar, then it does not invalidate fasting.

Intentional vomiting; for the hadith of Abu Hurairah - that the
Prophet = said:
“Whoever is overcome by vomiting, then he is not required to make up
(the fast), and whoever vomits on purpose, then he must make it up.” !

Some scholars do not authenticate this hadith but working on it according
to the majority of scholars is that whoever is overcome by vomiting, his
fast is valid, and whoever vomits on purpose, then his fast is invalid.

The release of menstrual and puerperal blood, and the dividing
line is the release of blood, so whenever a woman sees blood, her fast is
invalidated; even if it is one minute before sunset, her fast is invalidated.

However, if she feels the pains of the period and the blood does not
come out until after sunset, her fast is valid.

These nullifiers of fasting invalidate fasting when a person does them
knowingly, intentionally and on purpose. Still, if he is forgetful, his fast is
valid, according to the Prophet :=:

“Whoever forgets that he is fasting and eats or drinks is to complete his

fast, as it was Allah who fed him and gave him something to drink.’”

O Allah, guide us to fast this month in the manner that pleases You, save us
from the Fire, and forgive us, our parents, and all living and dead Muslims.
May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his
family and companions.

co

1. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (2380), At-Tirmidhi No. (720), and Ibn Majah No. (1676), and Ahmed No.
(10463), and the wording of Abu Dawood, At-Tirmidhi, and An-Nawawi (6/316), and Ibn al-Mulaqqin in
al-Badr al-Munir (the [lluminating Moon) (5/659).

2. Narrated by Muslim No. (1155) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
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LESSON

Contemporary Nullifiers of

FASTING

raise be to Allah, Who has created and determined each
P thing with [precise] determination, knew the source of each

creature, and established in the Mother of the Book what He
decreed and predestined. No one can delay what He put forward,
and no one can put forward what He delayed, and may peace and
blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family
and companions.

In the previous lesson, it was said that Allah the Almighty mentioned
the fundamentals of the things that invalidate the fast in His saying,

o (o) Al 5231 G AT LIS GE - 356 W5 3

“And eat and drink until the white thread (light) of dawn appears to you
distinct from the black thread [darkness of night].”"

The basic idea of what invalidates fasting is what was mentioned in the
texts related to fasting or their meaning.

The fundamental idea is the validity of fasting, which is not altered.
Thus, fasting is said to be invalid except by clear proof that requires its
invalidation.

1. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: (187).

%
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The following is the statement of the most
prominent contemporary nullifiers of fasting:

First: What invalidates fasting

1.

Dialysis: Dialysis of both blood and peritoneal types invalidates
fasting. This is the fatwa issued by the Standing Committee for
Scientific Research and Fatwa, headed by Sheikh Abdulaziz bin
Baz (may Allah have mercy on him),'. Therefore, the one who does
dialysis invalidates his fast. If he can fast after Ramadan, he can
make up for it, and if he cannot, he has to feed a poor person for
each day.

Smoking: Smoking is forbidden because it is harmful to health, and
doctors have unanimously agreed on its harm. As for its effect on
fasting, it invalidates fasting.

Blood donation: Blood donation is treated in the same manner as
the extraction of blood by cupping; therefore, it invalidates fasting.
So, whoever wants to donate blood should do it at night, except when
necessary. If he needs to donate blood and there is a sick person who
has bleeding and so on, and blood is requested to be donated for the
need of that patient, it is fine for a person to donate blood in this case
and fast a day in place of this day.

Blood test: If the blood extracted from a person is much in the sense
of cupping blood, it invalidates fasting, but if it is little, such as that
taken to analyze sugar, then it does not invalidate fasting.
Nasal drop: If the water of the drop reaches the belly, it invalidates
fasting, but if the use of this drop is at the tip of his nose and does not
reach the belly, it does not invalidate fasting. The hadith of Laqeet
bin Sabra < evidences this when the Prophet = said:

“And sniff water deep into the nose except when you are
observing fast? i.e., if you sniff water deep into the nose while you
are fasting, then some water might penetrate into the belly and

1. See: The Fatwas of the Standing Committee (10/190-191).

Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (2366), At-Tirmidhi No. (788), and An-Nasa’i No. (87), Ibn Majah No.
(407), and At-Tirmidhi authenticated it and said: Hasan Sahih Hadith, and Ibn Khuzaymah No. (150) and
Ibn Al-Qattan (592/5)
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affect the validity of fasting. This statement was chosen by Sheikh
Abdulaziz bin Baz' and Sheikh Muhammad, bin Uthaymeen (may
Allah have mercy on them).?

If anyone needs a nose drop, he can postpone using it until nighttime; this
is required. However, if it is not possible and he needs to use it during the
day if the water reaches the belly, his fast is invalidated, and he must make
up for that day; if the water does not reach the belly, his fast is valid.

Second: What does not invalidate fasting:

1.  Ear drop: Ear drops do not invalidate fasting even if the user finds
their taste in the throat because the ear is not a natural outlet to the
belly. The same applies to ear wash and any treatment through the
ear. The basic concept is the validity of fasting.

2. Eye drops: Eye drops do not invalidate fasting even if there is a
taste of the drop in the throat because the eye is not a natural outlet
to the belly. The same thing applies to kohl, which does not enter the
belly, so it does not invalidate fasting.

3. Tablets placed under the tongue, often used by people with heart
disease and absorbed by the skin under the tongue, do not invalidate
fasting because they are not in the sense of eating or drinking. The
basic concept is the validity of fasting.

4.  Ointments: Ointments of all kinds do not invalidate fasting because
they are not food or drink, and they are not in the sense of eating or
drinking.

5. The use of oxygen for a fasting person: It does not invalidate
fasting because oxygen runs the course of breathing and does not go
to the stomach, which is the preponderant statement.

6. Asthma spray: It does not invalidate fasting because it only affects
the trachea and airways, and nothing affects the stomach except
something insignificant.

7. For the treatment of asthma, which is in the form of capsules
containing powder, the patient puts the capsule in his mouth, mixes

1. See The total number of fatwas of Ibn Baz (261/15).
2. See The total fatwas of Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (19/206).
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it with his saliva, and swallows it. This invalidates fasting because it
is a substance, as it is more like food or drink.

8. The gastroscope that enters through the mouth: If it is entered
without being accompanied by other things, it does not invalidate
fasting, but if the entry of the endoscope is accompanied by things
such as a fatty substance or a tube that runs out of water for cleansing,
it invalidates fasting.

* As for the endoscopes that are used through the vagina, the anus,
and so on, all these do not invalidate fasting, even if they are coated
with a fatty substance.

*  Suppositories inserted into the anus, or the vagina, and so on, do not
invalidate the fast because they are not food or drink, and they are
not in the sense of food and drink.

1.  Anesthesia: If the anesthesia is local, then fasting is valid. But if the
anesthesia is total and stays all day, fasting is invalid, and the person
must make up for that day. But if it does not include all the day
and the person awakens part of the day, whether at the beginning,
middle, or end, then his fasting is valid.

2. Tooth extraction: does not invalidate fasting, because what comes
out of the tooth at the time of its extraction is a tiny amount of blood.

The involuntary outflow of blood, such as the outflow of blood with a
nosebleed, does not invalidate fasting.

O Allah, guide us to righteous deeds, forgive us, and atone for bad deeds,
and may peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his
family, and companions.

Eo
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LESSON

Interpretation of the

Qur’anic Verses of

FASTING

raise be to Allah, the Lord of the Worlds, and may peace
P and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his

family and companions, and those who were guided by him
and followed his Sunnah until the day of Reckoning.

In this lesson, we talk about the interpretation of the Verses of
fasting that Allah the Almighty began by saying:

40 1 i CE I
“O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is prescribed
for you.”
Allah the Almighty called upon His believing servants and informed
them that fasting Ramadan is obligatory and was decreed upon them.

The decree of fasting has gone through stages:

The first stage was the affirmation of fasting on the Day of Ashura; this
was after the Hijra, and then these verses were revealed, so the obligation
of fasting on the Day of Ashura was abrogated, and its fasting remained
desirable.

The second stage is the obligation to fast during Ramadan, with a choice

1. Surah Al-Baqgarah Verse: (183)
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between fasting and feeding. If the Muslim wants to fast, he can, and if he
wants to feed a poor person every day, he can do so. However, fasting is
better than feeding. The Almighty said:

;;9/ e ;/ 4L // A‘—’ o o0
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“And as for those who can fast with difficulty, (e.g. an old man, etc.),
they have (a choice either to fast or) to feed a Miskin (needy person)
(for every day missed). But whoever does good of his own accord, it is
better for him”.

The third stage is the obligation of fasting Ramadan in person and
abrogating the choice between fasting and feeding, the Almighty said:

o > AT G0 . 4 %
§ (wp L5 008, 13 55
“So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the first night of) the month

(of Ramadan i.e. is present at his home), he must observe Saum (fasts)
that month.””

The wisdom of those gradual stages is that fasting, when it was hard on
souls and unfamiliar to people at that time, its decree was gradual.

And the Almighty said, “as it was prescribed for those before you,”
that is, it was decreed on all nations, from Noah and those after him.
This indicates the honor and greatness of this worship and that Allah the
Almighty decreed it on all nations in all Sharia laws.

Knowing that fasting was decreed on previous nations makes it easier for
souls to accept it because when a man participates with others, it becomes
easier for him.

The Almighty, Glory be to Him and Exalted be He, saying, “[Observing
Saum (fast)] for a fixed number of days” means the days of Ramadan. Allah
the Almighty described them as the numbered days; to ease the matter, it is
as if He says: Fasting is decreed on you, but not fasting of the whole year,
rather they are numbered days. There is an indication of the speed of how
the days of fasting pass; they are numbered days that quickly expire, and a
Muslim must take the initiative to spend them in righteous deeds.

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 184).
2. Surah Al-Bagarah (Verse: 185)
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And the Almighty, Exalted be He, saying: “But if any of you is ill or
on a journey, the same number (should be made up) from other days.” So,
whoever is sick or on a journey may break his fast and make up for the days
he has broken his fast after Ramadan.

Allah the Almighty said: “And as for those who can fast with difficulty,
(e.g. an old man, etc.), they have (a choice either to fast or) to feed a
Miskin (needy person) (for every day missed).” The meaning of (those
who can fast with difficulty), according to the majority of jurists, is those
who can fast are given a choice between fasting and paying a ransom (as
a substitute), feeding a poor person each day. This was in the second stage
that preceded the decree of fasting Ramadan as an obligation for everyone.

He said, Exalted be He: “But whoever does good of his own accord, it is
better for him,” i.e., whoever wants to feed more than one poor person, so
he made feeding for two poor people or more, this is good, and if he fasts,
it is better than feeding.

That is why Allah the Almighty said: “And that you fast is better for
you, if only you know,” i.e., it is permissible to fast, and it is permissible
to feed, but fasting is better than feeding. This was before the option was
abrogated, and fasting was decreed as obligatory.

Then Allah the Almighty said: “The month of Ramadan [is that] in
which was revealed the Qur’an.” Allah the Almighty has singled out the
month of Ramadan for the revelation of the Qur’an in it.

Allah the Almighty said: “So whoever of you sights (the crescent on the
first night of) the month (of Ramadan 1i.e. is present at his home), he must
observe Saum (fasts) that month.” This means that whoever attended the
month of Ramadan and was not on a journey must fast.

This Verse abrogated the previous Verse, as the previous Verse contains
the choice between fasting and feeding, but in this Verse, Allah the Almighty
made fasting obligatory.

He, Glory be to Him, said: “But if any of you is ill or on a journey, the
same number (should be made up) from other days.” Allah, the Almighty,
has repeated the license so that no one will have the illusion that the license
has been abrogated.

Allah the Almighty said:

u
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“Allah intends for you ease, and He does not want to make things
difficult for you.” The Almighty told us that He likes to make things
easy for His servants and does not like to make things difficult for them.
Allah has made the affairs of the Muslim nation based on ease, and
relieved them of the many burdens and shackles put upon the previous

nations. The Prophet = said: “The best of your religion is the easiest
of it.”!

Allah the Almighty said: “[He wants that you] must complete the same
number (of days),
days of Ramadan, which is thirty days, or twenty-nine days, by seeing the

9 ¢

i.e., to complete the period of fasting during the

crescent moon of the month of Shawwal.

Allah the Almighty said: “And that you must magnify Allah [i.e. to say
Takbir (Allahu Akbar; Allah is the Most Great] for having guided you.”
This includes the Takbir (saying Allah Akbar - Allah is the Greatest), which
takes place at the end of Ramadan on the night preceding Eid al-Fitr, either
by seeing a crescent moon of Shawwal or by completing thirty days of
Ramadan until the Eid prayer, which is an absolute (unrestricted) Takbir.

Allah’s mention of this Takbir in His Holy Book indicates its confirmation,
and therefore, some scholars went on to say that the Takbir on the night of
Eid al-Fitr is more confirmed than the Takbir during the first ten days of
Dhul Hijja and the days of Tashreeq.

Takbir is one of the best types of remembrance of Allah, and it is said
that the word “Allah Akbar” (Allah is the Greatest) is the most powerful
word among the Arabs in glorifying Allah, the Almighty.

Allah the Almighty said: “so that you may be grateful to Him.” This
means you thank Allah the Almighty for His blessings in general and for
the bounty He has conferred on you for completing the month of Ramadan
and doing what is easy of good deeds.

Then Allah the Almighty said:

“And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad %) concerning Me, then
(answer them), I am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond
to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any
mediator or intercessor). So, let them obey Me and believe in Me, so

1. Narrated by Ahmed No. (15936), and Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar said in Al-Fath (1/94): Narrated by Ahmed with
an authentic chain of transmission.

3
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that they may be led aright.” This verse is about the supplication, and it
occurred between the Verses of fasting and the occasion of the fact that
the Verse of supplication between the verses of fasting is the indication
that supplication in the month of Ramadan is the more likely to be
answered and that the Muslim should make more supplications in the
month of Ramadan.

Then Allah the Almighty said:
e uejwu;i:/ K50 5 &K § &0, T i
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“It is made lawful for you to have sexual relations with your wives on
the night of As-Saum (the fasts). They are Libas [i.e. body cover, or
screen, or Sakan, (i.e. you enjoy the pleasure of living with her)’.

for you and you are the same for them. Allah knows that you used to
deceive yourselves, so He turned to you (accepted your repentance) and
forgave you. So now have sexual relations with them and seek that which
Allah has ordained for you (offspring).”

His saying: F(.; G5 =S “/ C\%% “It is made lawful for you,” refers to
the abrogation. At the beglnnlng of Islam, when the sunset sets while one
is asleep, it is not permissible for him to break his fast until after the sun
sets the next day.

His saying: “To have sexual relations with your wives on the night of
As-Saum (the fasts),” that is, sexual intercourse. “They are Libas [i.e. body
cover, or screen, or Sakan, (i.e. you enjoy the pleasure of living with her)
for you and you are the same for them,” that is, they protect you from
falling into prohibited sexual relations, and you also protect them. The
expression “Libas (clothing)” indicates proximity and closeness.

Allah the Almighty said: “Allah knows that you used to deceive
yourselves, so He turned to you (accepted your repentance) and forgave
you.” This indicates that some people used to have sexual intercourse with
their wives at the beginning, although they were forbidden from it.

Allah the Almighty said: “So now have sexual relations with them and
seek that which Allah has ordained for you (offspring).” It was said in the

1. Tafsir At-Tabari]
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interpretation of this Verse that it is the request of offspring because man
seeks children by intercourse.

Allah the Almighty said:

; L2, AR E e VBrore Sosgoo o0 /,’1/')/‘/
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“And eat and drink until the white thread (light) of dawn appears to you
distinct from the black thread [darkness of night].”

The white thread means the whiteness of the day, and the black thread
means the blackness of the night, that is, until the whiteness of the day
becomes clear to you from the blackness of the night.

Allah the Almighty said, L}:‘/3\ 3\53;,33’\ f;’.f\jﬁ%‘Then complete your Saum
(fast) until the nightfall.” The night begins with sunset.

T R

Allah the Almighty said, 320l & &858 (515 73,25 ¥5 “And do
not have sexual relations with them (your wives) while you are in I’tikaf
(i.e. confining oneself in a mosque for prayers and invocations leaving
the worldly activities) in the mosques.” This indicates that the one who is
staying in the mosque for worship is forbidden from intercourse and the
things that lead to it.

Allah the Almighty said,

2022 2%

SA<. , 4% 7 Lo 8T A wss 2 god 2z 32 s -2
5255 20 ol et 20T ZAD G825 6 A 3,528 & “These are

the limits (set) by Allah, so approach them not.” The limits of Allah here
are the things that Allah the Almighty has forbidden.

Allah the Almighty said, “Thus does Allah make clear His Ayat (proofs,
evidences, lessons, signs, revelations, verses, laws, legal and illegal things,
Allah’s set limits, orders, etc.) to mankind that they may become A/-

Muttaqun (the pious).” That is, for the sake of achieving religiousness and
the fear of Allah the Almighty.

O Allah, make us among Your devout servants and guide us to what
please and satisfy You of words and deeds. May peace and blessings of
Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and companions.

o
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LESSON

Frequently Asked Questions
in the Month of

RAMADAN

raise be to Allah, Who has bestowed on His servants the
P seasons of good deeds to forgive them their wrongdoings,

atone for their evil deeds, and raise their grades, and prayers
and peace be upon the best of the worlds, our Prophet, Muhammad
and his family and companions.

These are the most prominent issues
that are frequently asked about in the
month of Ramadan:

1. The intention of fasting must be at night, and is it necessary to intend
fasting at night each day?

The intention of fasting must be at night for the obligatory fasting,
including fasting during the month of Ramadan, according to the hadith of

Hafsah =, who narrated that the Prophet  said:

“Whoever does not form his intention to fast before fajr (dawn),
his fasting will not be accepted.’

The wisdom of stipulating the overnight intention is that it should cover all
day because fasting is abstaining with intention.

1. Narrated by Ahmed No. (26457), Abu Dawood No. (2454), At-Tirmidhi No. (730), (1977) and ibn
Khuzaymah No. 1933.

%
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Therefore, this condition is not required in the nafila (voluntary) fast.
The intention follows knowledge, so whoever knows that tomorrow is
Ramadan and his habit is that he fasts the month, then he has intended to
fast starting from the night. Moreover, whoever rises to take his suhoor (the
night meal before dawn), then he intends to fast. The matters of intention
should not be stressed because they lead to suspicions and whispers of
Satan.

Is it a must to intend the fasting
for each day, or is it enough for him to
intend fasting at the beginning of the month?

This issue is the subject of disagreement among jurists. The doctrine of
the Hanbali School is that there must be an intention for each day, and the
preponderant saying is that an intention is not required for each day. It is
sufficient to intend the fast at the beginning of the month unless fasting is
interrupted for some excuse; it is necessary to renew the intention, such as
breaking fasting for an illness or travel or breaking fasting for a woman
for menstruation; it is necessary to renew the intention. However, if fasting
is not interrupted, the intention to fast at the beginning of Ramadan is
sufficient.

1 .Tasting food during fasting:

Tasting food for need is permissible, and tasting it for nothing is hated, and
the one who tastes food should get it out of his mouth after he tastes it.

2. Swallowing Phle gm:

Phlegm is called sputum by some scholars. It does not break fasting if it
does not protrude from the mouth. But it is disputed if it protrudes to the
mouth and the fasting person swallows it. Indeed, it does not invalidate
fasting because it is not eating or drinking, nor is it in the sense of eating and
drinking, and he should get it out of his mouth to avoid the disagreement
of jurists on this issue.
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3. Eating and drinking at the time
of Adhan (call to prayer) at dawn:

Eating and drinking at the time of dawn adhan is okay, for the hadith of
Abu Hurairah 4 that the Prophet = said:

“When any of you hears the summons to prayer while he has a vessel in
his hand, he should not lay it down till he fulfills his need.””

This is an authentic hadith in all its ways of transmission and evidence’.
Moreover, dawn does not emerge at once, but it becomes clear little by
little, so if two observe dawn, they may differ in determining the time of
its beginning emergence.

Allah the Almighty said:

& ) A5 5N BTG ST LRSS 5 G 15
“And eat and drink until the white thread (light) of dawn appears to you
distinct from the black thread [darkness of night].””

The basic concept is the continuity of the night. Therefore, whoever eats
or drinks and calls the muezzin for dawn prayer can complete his eating or
drinking until the muezzin finishes the call to prayer.

Suhoor for fasting person is Sunnah, and the Prophet = ordered it. He
said: “Have suhoor, as indeed there is a blessing in it.”, and he # said:
“The difference between our observance of Saum (fastlng) and that of
the people of the Scriptures is Suhur (predawn meal in Ramadan).”. The
Sunnah is to delay it until shortly before the adhan of dawn. Suhoor can
be achieved with the least that a person eats or drinks, and one of the best
things in suhoor is dates; according to the Prophet =, “How good is the
believer’s meal of dates shortly before dawn.”s. A Muslim should invoke
the application of Sunnah at suhoor to be rewarded for it.

1. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (2350).

2. Sheikh Al-Albani (may Allah have mercy on him). See: The Series of Authentic Hadith (3/381- 384) No.
(1394).

Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 187).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1923), No. (1095).

Narrated by Muslim No. (1096).

Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (2345) and authenticated by ibn Hibban No. (1720).

SANRANIE
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1- Time of breaking the fast:

The decisive factor in determining the time of Iftar is the sunset, not the
call to prayer. Allah the Almighty said:

€ 3 F G 2

“Then complete your Saum (fast) until the nightfall [i.e., sunset].””

The night begins at sunset, and if the sun goes down, breaking the fast
i1s permissible, even if the muezzin (the caller to prayer) does not make
adhan, whether the setting of the sun is known by the clock, by radio, or
by any other means.

The Sunnah is to hasten the breaking of the fast as soon as the sunset is
confirmed, for the hadith of Sahl Ibn Sa’d - that the Messenger of Allah =
said: “The people will remain on the right path as long as they hasten the
breaking of the fast™?, and the Sunnah of iftar is to take fresh date-fruits,
and if it is not available then dry date-fruits, and if it is not available then
the fasting person can drink water; for the hadith of Anas Ibn Malik « who
said: “The Prophet = used to break his Saum (fasting) before performing
Maghrib prayer with three fresh date-fruits; if there were no fresh date-
fruits, he will eat three dry dates; and if there were no dry date- fruits; he
would take three draughts of water.”® If he did not find fresh date-fruits,
dry date-fruits, or water, he could break his fast by taking the available
halal (lawful) food or drink. He can intend to break the fast in his heart if
he does not find anything.*

2- Getting some water into the belly
unintentionally while rinsing
The water that gets into the belly unintentionally during rinsing or getting

the water deep into the nose does not invalidate fasting because it has
entered accidentally or unintentionally. Allah the Almighty said:

“And there is no sin on you if you make a mistake therein, except in
regard to what your hearts deliberately intend.’”

1. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: 187).

2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1957) and Muslim No. (1098).

3. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (2356) and At-Tirmidhi No. (696), and said: it is an authentic hadith.
Ad-Darqutni said in his Sunan (3/155) that it is an authentic hadith.

4. Lessons of the month of Ramadan by ibn Uthaymeen (p. 77)

5 Surah Al-Ahzab (Verse: 5).

o
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3- The use of toothpaste for the fasting person

Using toothpaste does not invalidate fasting, providing that what is left
after the toothpaste is taken out of the mouth and does not penetrate the
belly. Brushing the teeth at night is better because some pastes are robust,
so they may mix with saliva and run into the belly.

4- Fasting of someone who is junub when dawn comes:

The fasting of a junub (a person who had sexual intercourse with his wife),
when dawn comes, is valid because it is permissible to eat, drink, and
have sex at night until dawn becomes clear. If he is allowed to have sexual
intercourse until dawn becomes clear, then this requires that the fasting
person has already had sex at the time of dawn. The Prophet = would
wake up at Fajr (dawn) time in a state of janabah (having sex), so he
would perform ghus/ (take a bath to purify oneself from the ritual impurity)
before dawn and observe fasting.!

Likewise, for a woman who is menstruating when she is cleansed before
the call to dawn prayer and does not take a bath until after the call to
prayer, her fast is valid.

5- Using menstrual contraceptive pills for fasting during

Ramadan
It is permissible for a woman to use menstrual contraceptive pills for
fasting during Ramadan, provided that the competent doctor decides that
this will not harm her and that they should be taken at night. However, if
she takes them during the day, they will invalidate the fast.

6- Reading the Qur’an without moving the tongue:

Whoever does this is not considered a reader, but rather a meditator.
Therefore, if he did this in prayer, his prayer would be invalid, so he must
move his tongue when reading the Qur’an.

7- Reciting and chanting the supplication:

The sunnah is to make supplication with reverence without chanting,
singing, or melody. This is the best and closest to having the supplication
answered. If the supplicant makes his supplication alone, he should not

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1925), and Muslim No. (1109) from the hadith of Aishah and Umm Salamah
(may Allah be pleased with them both).

7
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sing, make a tune, or recite supplication. This is also the case if he is an
imam.

8- Establishing two congregational prayers in a mosque

during Taraweeh prayers

The existence of another congregation at the end of the mosque praying
the obligatory prayer while the imam is praying the Taraweeh is wrong
because this contradicts the intended objective of the congregational
prayer, and whoever comes late must join the imam even if he is praying
the Taraweeh and intends the obligatory prayer. When the imam finishes
prayer by saying assalamu alaikun, he can stand up to make up for the
two raka’ahs he missed. This is known as the person who is praying the
obligatory prayer, taking as imam the person who is praying a voluntary
prayer, and this is permissible according to the most correct opinion.

9- Whatis meantby the Imam finishing the prayer and leaving:
The authentic hadith narrates that the Prophet = said:

“Indeed, whoever stands (praying) with the Imam until he finished, then
it is recorded for him that he prayed the whole night "

That is, the imam saying assalamu alaikum after he has finished the last
raka’ah. What the hadith means is to urge people to complete the prayer
with the imam and not to go away before the imam completes the prayer.
This is why those who pray the Taraweeh prayer should complete it with
the imam and not leave until the imam has finished the last raka’ah to get
the reward of standing up in prayer at night.

10- Prayingin the prayer rooms and hotel rooms overlooking

the Holy Mosque

It is permissible to pray in these rooms as long as the worshippers can see
some worshippers either in the courtyard or in the Mataf (circumambulation
of the Holy Ka’ba) courtyard or elsewhere.

It is permissible to follow in prayer the Imam of the Haram in the rooms
overlooking the Haram, provided that the worshiper is not alone, i.e., he is
alone if he is a man. The Prophet = said: “There is no prayer for the one

1. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (806), Al-Nasa’i No. (1605), and Ibn Majah No. (1347) from the hadith of
Abu Dhar . At-Tirmidhi said it is an authentic hadith.

5
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who is praying alone behind the row.”! As for the woman, it is permissible
for her to pray alone in the room overlooking the Haram, because Um
Sulaim & prayed alone behind Anas and the orphan while they were
praying behind the Prophet .

O Lord, bless us for the remainder of the month of Ramadan and grant
us success in the words and deeds You love and are pleased with. May
peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and all his companions.

1 Narrated by Ibn Khuzaymah in his Sahih No. (1569), and Ibn Hibban in his Sahih No. (2202) from the
hadith of Ali ibn Shayban .
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (727) from the hadith of Anas ..

m
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LESSON

The Taraweeh

PRAYER

raise be to Allah, Who alternates the night and the day as a
P reminder and insight for those who have understanding and

consideration, and peace and blessings of Allah be upon the
master of the Prophets and the righteous people and his noble, pure,
and righteous family and companions.

The Taraweeh prayer is a confirmed sunnah, enacted by the Messenger
of Allah :z; he led the people in the Taraweeh prayer and then left it for
fear that it might be imposed upon this Muslim nation. Aishah " Narrated
Aishah: “Once in the middle of the night Allah’s Messenger # went out
and prayed in the mosque and some men prayed with him. The next
morning the people spoke about it and so more people gathered and prayed
with him (in the second night). They circulated the news in the morning,
and so, on the third night the number of people increased greatly. Allah’s
Messenger = came out and they prayed behind him. On the fourth night
the mosque was overwhelmed by the people till it could not accommodate
them. Allah’s Messenger = came out only for the Fajr prayer and when he
finished the prayer, he faced the people and recited “Tashah-hud” (I testify
that none has the right to be worshipped but Allah and that Muhammad is
His Apostle), and then said, “Amma ba’du. Verily your presence (in the
mosque at night) was not hidden from me, but I was afraid that this prayer
(Prayer of Tahajjud) might be made compulsory and you might not be able

9]

to carry it out.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (924) and Muslim No. (761).

5
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The Messenger of Allah = died, and the situation remained the same.
It remained the same in the caliphate of Abu Bakr 4 and part of the
caliphate of Umer 2. Then ‘Umar ibn al-Khattab went out one night to the
mosque during Ramadan and saw the people in sections separate from one
another, one man praying by himself, and another followed by a group; so,
‘Umar said, “In my opinion I would better collect these (people) under the
leadership of one Qari (Reciter) (i.e. let them pray in congregation!)’. So,
he made up his mind to congregate them behind Ubai bin Ka’b.!

Since then, to our time, Muslims have continued to pray Taraweeh

prayers in congregation in mosques.

The Prophet £ urged Muslims to stand up in prayer at night with the
imam, so he said: “Whoever prays Qiyam (standing up in prayer
at night) with the Imam until he finishes, Allah the Almighty will
record for him the Qiyam of a (whole) night.”.?

So, if you pray, my Muslim brother, Taraweeh prayer with the
Imam and do not leave until he finishes the last rak’ah, the reward
of a night’s staying up in prayer will be recorded for you. Then,
if you maintain this throughout the month with faith and the hope
that Allah the Almighty will reward you, the Prophet = said:

“He who prays during the night in Ramadan with faith and seeking his
reward from Allah will have his past sins forgiven.”’

The Taraweeh prayer was called this because the righteous predecessors
used to prolong it so long that they relied on sticks from the length of the
Qiyam. When they prayed four rak’ahs, they rested, and, therefore, it was
called the Taraweeh prayer.

It is necessary to ensure tranquility in the Taraweeh prayer and not to
shorten it in a way that disrupts tranquility. It is noticeable that some imams
of mosques significantly shorten the Taraweeh prayer in a manner that

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1906).
2. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (806) and said it is an authentic hadith.
3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (38), and Muslim No. (760).

%
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might disrupt tranquility. So, whoever prays a prayer with no tranquility
has nothing but fatigue.

The Prophet & said to the one who prayed incorrectly: “Go back and
pray, for you have not prayed.”' That is, this prayer is invalid.

The jurists said that the Imam should recite the Holy Qur’an to the
Muslims in full in the Taraweeh prayer in the month of Ramadan. If this is
not possible, then it should not be difficult for the congregation, be he must
pray in tranquility.

It is permissible to carry the Qur’an and read from it in the Taraweeh
prayer, but it is disliked in the obligatory prayer.

It is also permissible to make the witr qunut (the supplication marking
the end of the Taraweeh prayer) at the end of the Taraweeh prayer. After the
imam has finished the Taraweeh prayer, he concludes it with the witr prayer
and makes the supplication after he has stood up from the last rak’ah. He
should be careful to apply the Sunnah, including:

First: Do not prolong the Taraweeh prayer because prolongation is
burdensome for many people and contradicts the guidance of the Prophet =

Second: Do not make the supplication continue every night. It is
apparent from the guidance of the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon
him) that he did not maintain the qunut supplication in the witr prayer.

Third: In the supplication of the qunut, care should be taken to make
supplication with what was narrated from the Prophet (peace and blessings
be upon him), the aphorism of supplication, and avoid the pretentious and
recited supplications.

Moreover, whoever wants to pray in his house after the Taraweeh prayer
or at the end of the night, then he can do so. After the imam has finished the
last rak’ah, he should get up to pray another rak’ah to end his prayers with
a witr. The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) said: “Make the
last of your prayer at night a witr.”? This is better than leaving before the
imam has finished the witr prayer because if he prays the witr prayer with
the imam and then gets up to make a second rak’ah, he will be rewarded
for a night’s prayer. However, if he leaves before the witr of the imam, he

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (724), and Muslim No. (397).
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (998), and Muslim No. (751) from the hadith of Ibn “Umar (may Allah be
pleased with them both).

o
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misses this great reward.

Furthermore, whoever prayed the witr with the imam and wished to
pray in his house after that could do so, but he should pray two rak’ah at a
time because there are no two witr prayers in one night.

O our Lord, accept our fasting, night prayer, and deeds. O Lord, make
us among those who establish prayer at night, Ramadan, out of faith and
hoping for reward. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad and his family and companions.
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LESSON

RAMADAN

is the Month of the Qur’an

raise be to Allah, the Exalted in Bounty and Benevolence.

Who revealed the Qur’an to His servant, evidenced by the

guidance and the criterion. May peace and blessings of Allah
be upon His servant and Messenger through whom He raised the
truth until it became clear and evident, and upon his family and
companions, the people of truthfulness, goodness, faithfulness, and
benevolence.

Ramadan is the month of the Qur’an,

A
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“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur an,
a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the
criterion (between right and wrong).”’

&L A0
“We sent it (this Qur’an) down on a blessed night [i.e., the night of Al-
Qadr).””,

0, 4 ¢ T

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 185).
2. Surah Al-Dukhan (Verse :3).
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“Verily, We have sent it (this Qur’an) down in the night of Al-Qadr
(Decree).”’

This great Qur’an was revealed in the month of Ramadan, and the time
of its revelation gained great honor, the night of Al-Qadr (the Night of
Decree).

Allah made it better than a thousand months,
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“Verily, We have sent it (this Qur’an) down in the night of Al-Qadr
(Decree). And what will make you know what the night of Al-Qadr
(Decree) is? The night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is better than a thousand

months.””

The Prophet #= was very interested in reciting the Qur’an during the month
of Ramadan. Jibril, the Archangel Gabriel (peace be upon him), visited
him every night and recited the Qur’an to him in Ramadan.? The Prophet
4 used to recite the Qur’an in the presence of Gabriel (peace be upon him)
once annually, but this was done twice in the year in which he died.*

The scholars learned from this hadith that a Muslim should study the
Qur’an, undertake to memorize it, and recite it more often in the month of
Ramadan.

The scholars differed as to which is better: reciting and studying the
Qur’an at night or during the daytime?

Some said it is better in the daytime because the Muslim who does this
is fasting.

Others said that it is better at night because this is the guidance of the
Prophet £, as Gabriel 42 used to recite the Qur’an to him at night and not
during the daytime.

So, studying the Qur’an at night is better, following the example of the
Prophet =, but mere recitation is equal at night and in the daytime.

1. Surah Al-Qadr (Verse: 1).

2. Ibid

3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6), and Muslim No. (2308) from the hadith of Ibn Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with them both).

4. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6285), and Muslim No. (2450) from the hadith of Aisha .
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The predecessors took great care of the Qur’an during Ramadan, so
when the month started, they dedicated their time to the great Qur’an.

+  Uthman £ used to finish reciting the Qur’an every day in Ramadan.
* Imam Malik (may Allah have mercy on him) used to stop teaching
knowledge and began reciting the Qur’an when Ramadan came.'
* Imam Shafi’i used to finish reciting the Qur’an sixty times in
Ramadan,? which means that he finished reciting the Qur’an twice
a day. This is possible for the masterful memorizer who is skilled in
the Qur’an.
» It was narrated that Abu Hanifah did the same as ash-Shafi’i.?
*  Al-Aswad used to finish reciting the Qur’an every two nights.*
Whenever Ramadan comes, Al-Zuhri would say,
“It is only about reciting the Qur’an and feeding the poor.”
We should follow their example and focus on reciting more of the great

Qur’an during this blessed month, for the month of Ramadan is the month
of the Qur’an
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“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an,

a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the
criterion (between right and wrong).’
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Every Muslim man and woman should not let this month pass without
finishing reciting the Holy Quran. Some successful people used to finish
reciting the Quran several times during this month.

In the hadith of Abdullah bin Amr -, the Prophet #: said: “He who
finishes the recitation of the whole Qur’an in less than three days does

See Lataif al-Maarif (p. 171).
Ibid

Ibid

Ibid

Ibid

Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 185)
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not understand it.”' Although this hadith transmission chain is questioned,
on the assumption that it is authentic, the scholars said that the virtuous
seasons, such as the month of Ramadan, are excluded.

Al-Hafiz Ibn Rajab (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “The
prohibition of reciting the Qur’an in less than three days is related to
doing this continuously. However, in preferred times, such as the month
of Ramadan, especially the nights in which the night of Qadr is expected,
or in preferred places, as Makkah for those who entered it other than its
people, it is desirable to recite the Qur’an in abundance, to take advantage
of the honorable time and place, which is the saying of Ahmad, Isaac, and
others.?

The reciting of the Qur’an has great merit. The Prophet % said: “Whoever
recites a letter from the Book of Allah, he will be credited with a good
deed, and a good deed gets a ten-fold reward. I do not say that Alif-Lam-
Mim is one letter, but Alif is a letter, Lam is a letter, and Mim is a letter.””

Some scholars have calculated that, by multiplying ten by the number
of letters of the Qur’an, the result was more than three million good deeds.

In other words, when you finish reciting the Qur’an, it is hoped that
more than three million good deeds will be written for you. Nevertheless,
the bounty of Allah is great and should not be calculated in this way. This
issue is calculated in this hadith in particular, and this is the bounty of
Allah that He gives to whomever He wills.

O Allah, make us among the people of the Qur’an and benefit us and
raise our grades with the great Qur’an, and make it the delight of our
hearts and the light of our breasts, and guide us to what You love and what
pleases You, and may (peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad and his family and companions.

Lo

1 Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (1394), and At-Tirmidhi No. (2949).
2 Lataif al-Maarif (p. 171).
3 Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (2910) from the hadith of Ibn Masood - who said: it is an authentic hadith.

5
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LESSON

Those Excused for
[ftar in the Month of

RAMADAN

raise be to Allah, Who perfected by His wisdom what He
P created and built and instituted the laws of Sharia as mercy,

wisdom, and a way of life, and peace and blessings of Allah
be upon His Messenger Muhammad and his noble and faithful
family and companions.

When Allah the Almighty prescribed the fast of Ramadan, He permitted
those with excuses not to fast this month. He said,
Lhia SIS el g TG L 268
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“So whoever among you is ill or on a journey [during them] - then an
equal number of other days [are to be made up]. And upon those who
are able [to fast, but with hardship] - a ransom [as substitute] of feeding
a poor person [each day]. And whoever volunteers good [i.e., excess] -
it is better for him. But to fast is best for you, if you only knew.”’

The Sunnah stated the rest of the people with excuses. They are mentioned
here as follows:

(1) The patient: Allah the Almighty permitted the sick person to break
the fast by saying, “So whoever among you is ill or on a journey [during

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 184).

=
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them] - then an equal number of other days [are to be made up].”

The patient who is permitted to break his fast is the patient who fears an
increase in illness or a delay in recovery due to his fast or for whom fasting
is an unusual hardship.

If fasting may cause his death, then it is forbidden for him to fast, and
he must break the fast because his fasting in that case is a form of exposing
himself to perdition, and Allah the Almighty said:

§ ORI RALE G

“Anddo notthrow [yourselves] withyour [own] hands into destruction.

(2) The traveler: The traveler can break his fast and make up for the
days he broke his fast after Ramadan. Allah the Almighty said: “So who-
ever among you is ill or on a journey [during them] - then an equal number
of other days [are to be made up].”

The traveler has three cases in terms of fasting:

The first case is that fasting causes him great hardship, so it is forbidden
for him to fast because the Prophet was on a journey and he was fasting,
so he broke his fast and ordered people to break their fast. When he was
told that some people had fasted, he disapproved of what they did and said:

“Those are the disobedient, those are the disobedient.”?

The second case is that the fasting hardship is not severe, and breaking
the fast is better for him. So, his fasting is disliked, and he can break his fast
while following the Sunnah. The Prophet = said, “It is not righteousness
that you fast during a journey.”

The third case is that the two things are equal, so he can choose what is
easier for him. Allah the Almighty said:

G0 2oy 3505 2T 2 B A

“Allah intends for you ease and does not intend for you, hardship.”*

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 195).

2. Narrated by Muslim No. (1114) from the hadith of Jabir .

3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1946), and Muslim No. (1115) from the hadith of Jabir, may Allah be
pleased with him.

4. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 185).
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Anas ibn Malik - said:
“We used to travel with the Prophet ‘=, and neither did the fasting

persons criticize those who were not fasting, nor did those who were
not fasting criticize the fasting ones.””

If the matter is equal in ease, then fasting is better because it is the fastest
way to discharge the obligation of fasting.

(3) The elderly: It is permissible for the elderly person who suffers the
unusual hardship of fasting to break the fast and thus feeding a poor per-
son daily. This is evidenced by the statement of Ibn Abbas (may Allah be
pleased with them both) in what Allah the Almighty said: “And upon those
who are able [to fast, but with hardship] - a ransom [as substitute] of feed-
ing a poor person [each day].”

Ibn Abbas said:

“This Verse is not abrogated, it is the old man and the old woman who
cannot fast, so they feed a poor person every day instead.””

Anas bin Malik <% used to break his fast and feed a poor person daily. He
lived a long life until he was over a hundred years old. The person who lost
his mind is not obligated to fast, feed poor people, or make up for the days
he broke his fast.

(4) Pregnant and breastfeeding women: Pregnant and breastfeed-
ing women are permitted to break their fast if they need it. The Prophet
(peace and blessings of Allah be upon him said:

“Allah the Almighty has remitted half the prayer to the traveler, and
fasting to the traveler, the woman who is suckling an infant and the
woman who is pregnant.’”

The preponderant saying is that they only need to make up for the days
they broke their fast and did not feed poor people, compared to the traveler
and the patient. This is the choice of the two sheiks, Ibn Baz* and Ibn

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1947), and Muslim No. (1118).

2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (4505).

3. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (2408), At-Tirmidhi No. (715), An-Nasa’i No. (2274), and Ibn Majah No.
(1667), in the exact wording from the hadith of Anas bin Malik Al-Kaabi -4, At-Tirmidhi said it is a good
hadith (with good transmission chain).

4. See: The Collection of the Fatwas of Ibn Baz (15/223, 227).
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Uthaymeen [.!

(5) Menstruating and Postpartum Women: Following the consensus of
the scholars, menstruating and postpartum women must break the fast and
make up for the days they broke their fast after Ramadan.? Abu Saeed
narrated that the Prophet = said: “Is it not the case that when a woman
menstruates, she neither prays nor fasts?”?

(6) Whoever needs to break his fast to save someone whose life

is protected by Islam: It is obligatory to break the fast for those who
need it to save a Ma ‘asum* a person whose life is protected by Islam from
drowning, fire, destruction, etc. If this person (Ma asum) is drowning and
needs someone to save him, and this fasting person will be more capable to
save him if he breaks the fast, he must break the fast.

This case sometimes happens to civil defense men when they are needed
to save some people while fasting.

Breaking the fast during the day of Ramadan due to work is not
permissible. Work, whatever it is, is not an excuse for someone to break
his fast. He can work at night or the beginning of the day unless he is sick,
in which case he can break his fast because of illness. However, if he is in
good health, he is not permitted to break his fast for work’s sake.

O Allah, give us the understanding of religion, make us among Your
righteous servants, and forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims. May
peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and all his companions.

£

See: The Collection of the Fatwas and Messages of Ibn ‘Uthaymeen (19/159-160).

See: Persuasion in Matters of Consensus (1/230).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (304), and Muslim No. (80).

An inerrant is a person whom it is prohibited to kill, whether Muslim, dhimmi, musta’min, or mu’ahid.

AW N =
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40 Lessons In Ramadan

Ramadan is the Month of

GENEROSITY
& CHARITY

P raise be to Allah, Whose Glorious Verses bear witness to His

LESSON

Existence, and His inner and apparent blessings indicate His

Generosity and Benevolence. Peace and blessings of Allah
be upon His servant and Messenger, his family and companions, the
shining stars of guidance.

Ramadan is the month of goodness and benevolence, and the Prophet = was

the most generous of people, and he was the most generous in Ramadan.
Ibn Abbas - said:

“Allah’s Messenger was the most generous of all the people; and he
used to reach the peak in generosity in the month of Ramadan when
Gabriel met him. Gabriel used to meet him every night of Ramadan to
teach him the Qur’an. Allah's Messenger was the most generous person,
even more generous than the strong uncontrollable wind. "',

While goodness and spending in the aspects of righteousness are
commendable at all times, it is confirmed in this blessed month.

Imam Ibn Taymiyyah “ said:

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6), and Muslim No. (2308).
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“One of the laws (Sunnah) of Islam is to provide food subsidies to the

poor during the month of Ramadan.’
One aspect of generosity during Ramadan is offering iftar meals to the
fasting persons, which has great rewards. Zaid bin Khalid Al-Juhani
said: “He who provides a fasting person something with which to break
his fast will earn the same reward as the one who was observing the fast,
without diminishing in any way the reward of the latter.”?. Abdullah ibn
‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both) narrated that “A man asked
the Prophet = “What is the best act of Islam?” He said, “To feed (the poor)
and greet those you know and those you do not know.”>.

The Prophet = said that two angels descend from heaven every morning
and pray for the spender to be given something in return and the one who
does not spend to have his wealth destroyed. He said: “Every day two angels
come down from Heaven and one of them says: ‘O Allah! Compensate
every person who spends in your Cause, and the other (angel) says, ‘O
Allah! destroy every miser.”™

Giving and spending for the sake of Allah is proof of the sincerity of the
person’s faith. The Messenger of Allah = said:

“Charity is proof (of one's faith).””

An-Nawawi (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

“It means that charity is proof of the faith of the one who does it, for the

hypocrite refrains from it because he does not believe in it. So, whoever

believes in it, his charity indicates the sincerity of his faith.” .

It is proof of the slave’s faith because souls love money, and souls are
scarce in it. If a man spends it for the sake of Allah, he does not spend what
he loves except for what he loves more than it.

So, my Muslim brother, you should follow the Prophet’s := example, and
the impact of goodness, giving, and charity in this blessed month should be
reflected in you.

1. See: Collection of Fatwas (25/298).

2. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No: (807), and said it is hasan sahih hadith and Ibn Majah No: (1746) and
authenticated by Ibn Habban (1/216).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (12), and Muslim No. (39).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1442), and Muslim No. (1010) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
Narrated by Muslim No. (223), from the hadith of Abu Malik Al-Ash’ari .

See Sharh (the explanation of) Sahih Muslim (3/101).

SANRANIE
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You should check your money to ensure that zakat is paid out when it is
due. Then, it would be best if you were keen on giving and spending in the
fields of goodness.

This should be accompanied by sincerity to Allah the Almighty

§0 52 B3 AT L)
“[Saying], We feed you seeking Allah’s Countenance only. We wish for
no reward, nor thanks from you.”"

Moreover, charity should be associated with preserving the dignity of the
poor. There is no good in the charity accompanied by what offends the
dignity of the poor. Allah the Almighty said:

§) GBS B AT 0 )
“Kind words and forgiving (of faults) are better than Sadaqah (charity)
followed by injury.””
And the bounty and harm nullify the reward of charity as Allah the Almighty
said:
£ () NG 530 LS R 0 K 3
“O you who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqat (deeds of
charity) by reminders of your generosity or by injury’.

The Companions of the Messenger of Allah ¢ had great eagerness to spend

their wealth in good ways even though they had little money. One example

stated that the well of Rumah was for a Jew who sold its water to Muslims

every bucket for one dirham. The Prophet = said to the companions:
“Who will purchase the well of Rumah and place his bucket alongside
the buckets of the Muslims in exchange for better than it in Paradise?”
Uthman - bought it and made it an endowment for Muslims.*

Some biographers told a strange story. Ibn ‘Abbas, may Allah be pleased
with them both, said: “There was a drought during the era of Abu Bakr
as-Siddiq, and then one hundred camels belonging to Uthman ibn Affan
« came carrying food. The merchants of Medinah gathered at the door of

1. Surah Al-Insan (Verse: 9)

2. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: 263).

3. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: 264).

4. At-Tirmidhi narrated it in this wording: No. (3703) from the hadith of Uthman ibn Affan .2, the origin is
in Al-Bukhari No. (2778).

5
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Uthman . Uthman £ came out to them. They said, “we want to buy some
food from you.” And Uthman said: With love and respect, how much profit
will you give me?

They said: Twelve for every ten. Uthman £ said: I have been given
more. They said: Fourteen for every ten. He said: I have been given more.
They said: Fifteen for every ten. Uthman said: [ have been given more. The
merchants said: There are no merchants left in Madinah except us, so who
gave you more than us? He said: Allah the Almighty gives ten for every
dirham. Do you have more? They said: No. He said: Then I bear witness to
Allah that I have made this food a charity for the poor Muslims'.

Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

“Charity has a strange effect in averting kinds of affliction, even if it

is from an evil or an unjust person or an unbeliever. Indeed, Allah the

Almighty averts kinds of affliction from him through it. This is known to

people, the elite, the ordinary, and all human beings because they have

tried it”’

Man will be under the shade of his charity on the Day of Resurrection.
Marthad ibn Abdullah al-Yazani (may Allah have mercy on him) did not
let a day pass without him giving something in charity. One day, he found
nothing in his house except onions, so he carried them on his head, and
a man saw him and said to him: Allah did not oblige you to do this. He
said: By Allah, I did not find anything in my house other than this to give
in charity. I intended not to let a day pass without me giving something in
charity.

A man of the Prophet’s companions told me that the Messenger of Allah
& said:

“Everybody will be shaded by his Sadaqah (on the Day of Judgment)

until it has been judged between the people’”.

O Allah, guide us to goodness and charity in the month of Ramadan, and
accept from us, O Generous and Gracious One, and forgive us, our parents,
and all Muslims, and may peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and all his companions.

1. Narrated by Al-Ajri in Sharia No. (1486).

2. Al-Wabil As-Sayyeb (the Hail Shower) (p. 31).

3. Narrated by Ibn Khuzaymah in his Sahih No. (2431), and Ibn Habban in his Sahih No. (3310) from the
hadith of ‘Ugbah bin Amir .

50
]




40 Lessons In Ramadan

2, 2
e ’(Q{é{(ﬁl % Lrarls

LESSON

You Will Not Attain Righteousness Until

YOU SPEND

WhatYou Love

rain down good things all the time, the Generous One Who

promised to give more for those who are grateful, and peace
and blessings of Allah be upon His servant and Messenger, with
whom Allah raised the truth until it became clear and manifest, and
upon his family and companions.

Praise be to Allah, Whose clouds of goodness continue to

Allah the Almighty said:

. - AN - o A __ € /3/5‘.4:/:./:1/1”0)/‘//
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“By no means shall you attain Al-Birr (piety, righteousness here it

means Allah’s Reward, i.e. Paradise), unless you spend (in Allah’s
Cause) of that which you love.”

Ibn Jarir (may Allah have mercy on him) said in his interpretation of the
Holy Qur’an:

“That is: You will never attain, O believers, the Paradise of your Lord,
until you spend from that which you love, i.e., until you give in charity
from what you love of your precious wealth.’”

The Prophet = was asked about the best kind of manumission (of slaves).

1. Surah Al-Imran (Verse:92).
2. Tafsir at-Tabari (5/573).
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He replied,

“The manumission of the most expensive slave and the most beloved by
his master.”".

That is, the highest and the best.

So, when spending and giving in good ways, a Muslim must choose
lawful money and not give in charity what is bad or what he does not like
for himself. Allah the Almighty said:

s 2Bl a ~}///
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“O you who believe! Spend of the good things which you have (legally)
earned, and of that which We have produced from the earth for you, and
do not aim at that which is bad to spend from it, (though) you would not
accept it save if you close your eyes and tolerate therein. And know that
Allah is Rich (Free of all needs), and Worthy of all praise.’”

Ibn Jarir said in his interpretation:

“Allah, may His praise be exalted, means by (the bad things): the bad,
not the good. He says: Do not intentionally use the bad of your wealth
in your charity and give it in charity, but give in charity from the pure
and good things that you have.’”

The companions of the Prophet (may Allah be pleased with them) were
among the keenest of the people to spend the best of their money and
whatever they had. Anas « said: “Abu Talhah < was the richest among
the Ansar of Al-Madinah and possessed the largest property from palm
trees, and the most beloved of his wealth to him was his garden known as
‘Bairuha’ which was opposite the mosque, and the Messenger of Allah
often visited it and drank from its fresh water.

When this Ayah was revealed: “By no means shall you attain Al-Birr

(piety, righteousness here it means Allah’s Reward, i.e. Paradise), unless
you spend (in Allah’s Cause) of that which you love”, Abu Talhah came

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (2518), and Muslim No: (84) from the hadith of Abu Dhar ..
2. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: 267).
3. Tafsir At-Tabari (4/698)
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to the Messenger of Allah # and said, “O Messenger of Allah, Allah the
Exalted says in His Book: ‘By no means shall you attain Al-Birr, unless
you spend (in Allah’s Cause) of that which you love,” and the dearest of
all my property to me is ‘Bairuha’ so I have given it as Sadaqah (charity)
for Allah’s sake, and I anticipate its reward from Allah; so spend it, O
Messenger of Allah, as Allah guides you.” Messenger of Allah = said,
“Well done! That is profit-earning property. I have heard what you said,
and I think it would be proper if you gave it to your closest relatives.” Abu
Talhah said: I will do so, O Messenger of Allah. So, Abu Talhah divided it
among his relatives and paternal cousins.”!

His saying #2: “I think it would be proper if you gave it to your closest
relatives,” is evidence that the relatives in need are more worthy of aid than
others, and giving charity to them is greater in reward than giving charity
to others. The Messenger of Allah = said: “Charity given to the needy is
(counted as) charity, and if it is given to relatives, it is (counted as) two:
Charity and upholding the ties of kinship).

Abdullah ibn Mas’ud «: said: When the Verse

=

§ 6 R B R o1

=

“Who is he that would lend Allah a goodly loan’”

was revealed, Abu ad-Dahdah said:

O Messenger of Allah, indeed Allah wants a loan from us? He said,
“Yes, O Abu ad-Dahdah. He said I have lent my Lord my orchard with
six hundred palm trees. Then he walked until he came to the orchard
where Umm (mother of) ad-Dahdah and her children live, and he called
her O Umm ad-Dahdah. She said, “I hear and obey.” He said, “Come
out, for I have lent my Lord my orchard.”

When Ibn ‘Umar X admired something of his wealth and became attached
to it, he gave it away as charity. He depends on the interpretation of the
Verse,

e

By no means shall you attain Al-Birr, unless you spend (in Allah’s

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1461), and Muslim No. (1998).

Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (658), and authenticated by Ibn Habban No. (237).

Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 245).

Narrated by Al-Bazar No. (2003). Al-Haythami said: Narrated by Al-Bazzar, and his men are trusted
(6/321).
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Cause) of that which you love.”
i.e., you will not attain Paradise.
Taking the initiative and spending some of your money on charity
without delay and procrastination is necessary, for a person does

not know when death will surprise him. Ugbah bin al-Harith < said:

[ offered the Asr prayer behind the Prophet = at Madinah. When he
had finished the prayer with Taslim (saying assalamu alaikum), he got
up hurriedly and went out by crossing the rows of the people to one
of the dwellings of his wives. The people got scared at his speed. The
Prophet = came back and found the people surprised at his haste and
said to them: “I remembered a piece of gold lying in my house, and |
did not like it to divert my attention from Allah’s worship, so I ordered
it to be distributed (in charity).

So, my Muslim brother, be keen on spending your good wealth in charitable
ways because the reward of charity is tremendous, and its effects are
praiseworthy in this world and the Hereafter. Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (may
Allah have mercy on him) said:

“Charity and benevolence have an incredible effect in averting calamity,
the evil eye, and the evil of the envious person. It would be enough if
this were only in the experiences of nations old and new. The benefactor
will be guarded by his charity and benevolence, and Allah will protect
him in a fortified fortress).’

O Allah, grant us Your forgiveness, treat us with Your Grace and Generosity,
make us among the heirs of Your Paradise and save us from Your torment
and vengeance. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad and his family and companions.

Eo

1. See Tafsir Al-Qurtubi (132/4).
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1221).
3. Badai’ Al-Fawayid (the marvellous benefits) (242/2-243).
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40 Lessons In Ramadan
Money on which

I
ZAKAT IS
OBLIGATORY

raise be to Allah, Who erases slip-ups and forgives sins.
Everyone who has sought refuge in Him succeeded, and peace

and blessings of Allah be upon His servant and Messenger,
who generously offered himself and his wealth for the sake of Allah
and clarified the truth, and peace and blessings of Allah be upon his
family, companions, and those who followed them in righteousness.

Many people used to pay zakat on their money during Ramadan to seek the
honor of the virtue of time.

In these lessons, it is appropriate to talk about the most prominent issues
that are needed regarding zakat, and we start talking about the money on
which zakat is obligatory, and they are four categories:

LRI includes what comes from the earth, including grains
and fruits.

*  The second category includes grazing livestock animals (camels,
cattle, and sheep).

*  The third category includes the two currencies: gold and silver.
*  The fourth category includes trade offers.

* As for the first category, which is what comes from the earth,

3
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including grains and fruits, zakat is obligatory on all grains and on
what is measured and stored from fruits. The due amount is one-
tenth (i.e., 10%) of what is watered without provision and at no cost,
such as that which is watered with rainwater, rivers, springs, and so
on. As for what is watered with provision and cost, the due amount
is half of the tenth (i.e., 5%), such as that which is watered with
water lifting machines and the like.

g0 T R  d includes grazing livestock animals (camels, cattle,
and sheep).

What is meant by grazing animals is the animals that graze grass and
pasture most of the year. Therefore, zakat is not due on the animals for
which you buy fodder. So, whoever has camels, cows, or sheep for which
he buys fodder is not obligated to pay zakat, but zakat is obligatory on
them if these animals graze grass and pasture most of the year.

An exception is made if the livestock is intended for trade. In this case,
zakat is due on them as offers of trade, and details of the rulings of their
zakat are mentioned in the books of Islamic jurisprudence.

N T TR includes the two currencies, gold and silver, and,
in their current meaning, they include cash banknotes such as Riyals,

Dollars, Pounds, and other monetary currencies are also included, so zakat
is obligatory on them when one year has passed and they reach the nisab
(a amount).

Zakat is not obligatory on metals other than gold and silver, such as
diamonds, even though they are more precious and higher in price than
them unless they are intended for trade. In this case, it is obligatory to pay
zakat for trade.

The amount of banknotes is the lowest amount of gold or silver,
approved by the Figh Council of the Muslim World League' and the
Council of Senior Scholars?. Silver is nowadays much cheaper than gold.

Accordingly, the amount of banknotes is the amount of silver, so we look
at the price of a gram of silver and multiply it by 595 to get the amount of
banknotes.

1. Decision No. (6), Session No. (5) on 8-16/ 4/1402 H. corresponding to 2 -11/02/1982. See the
Decisions of the Islamic Jurisprudence Academy (p. 103).
2. See the Research of the Council of Senior Scholars (1/93)
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So, whoever his money reaches a nisab or more and one year has passed
must pay zakat, regardless of the purpose for which he saved this amount,
even if he saved it for financial support, marriage, building a house, or for
any purpose.

We mention a rule for calculating the zakat on banknotes, which is: I
divide any cash amount I have by forty to get the amount of zakat. For
example, I divide four thousand by forty: the result is one hundred, forty
thousand by forty: the result is one thousand, and so on.

NI O T 8 is offers of trade, which means offers prepared by a
man for trade; that is, he sells and buys in them with the intention of profit.

He must evaluate them at the end of the year and take out a quarter of a
tenth of their value, which is two and a half percent (2.5%).

These include all kinds of shops, whether fabric shops, machines and
appliances shops, or shops selling foodstuffs, etc. Their owners must
evaluate them at the end of the year and take stock of them as if they want
to sell the goods in them, and then they pay a quarter of a tenth of their
value as zakat.

Zakat is obligatory on goods prepared and offered for sale. It is not
obligatory on assets such as construction, shelves, refrigerators, etc.

O Allah, grant us the understanding of our religion, make us among
Your righteous servants, and forgive us, our parents, and all living and
dead Muslims. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad and his family and companions.

E2
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LESSON

Kinds of People

ENTITLED
1O ZAKAT

raise be to Allah, Who provides generously for those who
obey Him, and no one revokes His judgment, nor question

His ruling. Peace and blessings of Allah be upon the one
chosen by Him, Prophet Muhammad bin Abdullah, his family and
companions, and those who follow his guidance.

Allah the Almighty says:
RV~ S Dt I s (o s oL A7 AT
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“As-Sadagqdt (here it means Zakat) are only for the Fugara’ (poor), and

Al-Masakin (the needy), and those employed to collect (the funds); and
to attract the hearts of those who have been inclined (towards Islam);
and to free the captives, and for those in debt; and for Allah’s Cause (i.e.
for Mujahidin - those fighting in a holy battle), and for the wayfarer (a

traveller who is cut off from everything), a duty imposed by Allah. And
Allah is All-Knower, All-Wise.”!

—_

. Surah At-Tawbah (Verse: 60).
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In this noble Verse, Allah the Almighty explained the expenditures
of zakat and those who are entitled to it. He limited them to these eight
categories and started the Verse with the exclusive article (only). He
showed that disbursing zakat to these categories is a mandatory obligation.
This division comes from Allah’s knowledge and wisdom.

These categories are:

The first category is the poor, and the poor is the one who is destitute
and has nothing or has less than half of what is sufficient.

The second category is the needy, and the needy is the one who has
half what is sufficient or more, but does not have complete sufficiency.

The poor and the needy are the ones in need, but the poor are more in
need than the needy, and Allah the Almighty mentioned the needy in the
story of Moses with the al-Khader and that they have a ship to work on,

%@J’:’ﬁé EY u\<-{, /‘/;J/Ej% Z..g.:.!\ A %

“As for the ship, it belonged to poor people working at sea.”

For example: A man with nothing is poor; and whoever has an income
that is sufficient for him until the tenth of the month is also poor, and
whoever has an income that is sufficient for him until the middle of the
month is needy, and whoever has an income that is sufficient for him until
the twentieth of the month but is not sufficient for him until the end of the
month is also needy. Nevertheless, whoever has an income that is sufficient
for him until the end of the month is neither poor nor needy; thus, zakat is
not lawful for him, and if he saves anything from his income, zakat will
also be unlawful.

It is not necessary to have certainty about the condition of the poor or
needy, but rather about what can be thought of as he is. But whoever asked
for zakat and did not appear to be rich, it is permissible to give him zakat.
He should be told that it is zakat and that it is not lawful for a man who
can earn his living. Two sturdy and strong men came to the Prophet (peace
be upon him) and asked him to pay them zakat, so he looked them up and
down, and then he said: “If you desire, I shall give it to you, but this Zakah

1. Surah Al-Kahf (Verse: 79).
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is not for one who is rich, neither for the one who is strong and able to
earn.””

The third category is those employed to collect zakat. They are the
ones the ruler appoints to collect zakat, save it, and disburse it, so they
are given as much as their work, even if they are rich. As for the agents of
individuals in the distribution of their zakat, they are not included in the
category of those employed to collect it, so they do not deserve anything
from it for the sake of their agency. The same thing applies to those in
charge of charities; they are considered agents, so they are not among those
appointed to collect zakat.

The fourth category is those whose hearts are brought closer to
Islam. They are those who we hope by giving zakat to them to embrace
Islam, strengthen their faith, or stop their evil against Muslims.

The person whose evil is feared must be a master among his people and
has followers, power, and influence.

The fifth category is to free captives: These are the slaves who pay
money to their masters to gain their freedom. It is permissible for a Muslim
prisoner to be ransomed because he is included in the category of freeing
captives.

The sixth category is debtors. They are the ones who have many debts
that they are unable to pay. The debt must be due, and the debtor must be
unable to pay it, such that if the creditor were to file a complaint about it,
he might be imprisoned because of that debt.

As for the one who has deferred or installment debts or an existing debt
that he can pay it, he is not among the debtors who are entitled to zakat.

This category should be taken care of. Many imprisoned people are
separated from their families because of debts they have been afflicted
with. There is a great reward for those who look after these people and
settle their debts.

The seventh category is for Allah’s cause: It is jihad (struggle or fight)
for Allah’s sake, intended to make the Word of Allah the highest.

This includes the jihad of da’wah (the call to Islam) according to the

1. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (1633) and authenticated by Ibn Al-Mulaqqin in Al-Badr Al-Munir (the
illuminating Moon) (7/361). Ahmed bin Hanbal said it is sahih hadith (231/3).
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preponderate statement of the scholar - which was approved by the Figh
Council of the Muslim World League'. The jihad of da’wah is the origin,
but the jihad of arms was not legislated except to spread the call to Allah
the Almighty. Therefore, paying zakat to the centers of da’wah to Allah the
Almighty is permissible. However, the disbursement of zakat should be
limited to the matters of da’wah, such as the salaries of preachers and so
on, and not be disbursed in non-essential issues such as announcements,
competitions, and the like.

The eighth category is the stranded traveler: He is the stranded
traveler who runs out of money. So, he will be given zakat to reach the
place where he lives, even if he is rich in it, and find someone to lend him
money.

A Muslim must be keen to disburse his zakat to those entitled to it, i.e.,
these eight categories, and not others. So, zakat should not be disbursed
for the construction of mosques, the construction of schools, the digging
of wells, and so on.

The Muslim should be keen to disburse his zakat to those entitled to it
and not be complacent by giving it to those not entitled to it. Some people
have relatives or acquaintances to whom they used to give zakat, and their
conditions have changed so that they have become unentitled to it, so they
are not discharged by giving them zakat with no entitlement to it.

It is not permissible for anyone who is not entitled to zakat to take from
it. The Prophet = said:

“He who begs the riches of others to increase his own is asking only for

live coals, so let him ask little or much. .

O Lord, we pray to You for all good, sooner and later, what we knew
of it and what we did not know, and we seek refuge in You from all evil,
all of it sooner and later, what we knew of it and what we did not know. O
Allah, forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims. May peace and blessings
of Allah be upon His servant and Messenger Muhammad, his family, and
companions.

1. Decision No. (5), Session (9) on 12/7/1406 H. corresponding to 22/03/1986. See Decisions of the Islamic
Figh Academy (p. 196).
2. Narrated by Muslim No. (1041) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
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LESSON

Frequently Asked Questions about

/ZAKAT ISSUES

raise be to Allah, Who has created and determined everything
P with [precise] determination and made everybody find it easy

to do deeds that lead him to his destined place for which
he has been created. Peace and blessings of Allah be upon Prophet
Muhammad, by whom Allah made clear the way of guidance and
light, and upon his noble and righteous family and companions.

These are the most prominent zakat issues
that people often ask about:

1. Zakat of monthly income:

What is meant by monthly income is what a person gets every month,
such as a salary, a pension, or others. If someone saves nothing from it, he
is not obligated to pay zakat. However, if he saved from it and the saved
amount reached a nisab or more, and one year has passed, he must pay
zakat.

There are several ways to pay zakat, including: requesting a bank
statement and looking at the lowest balance in the year and pay its zakat. He
can also set a specific date, such as the middle of Ramadan, and pay zakat
on all of his balance, intending to expedite zakat, including the amount that

7
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has not lasted for one year.

Thus, he only looks at his zakat balance once a year, and this method
is more manageable, cautious, and controlled. When a person is doubtful
about the amount of zakat, he should be careful and intend that whatever
exceeds zakat will be a charity.

2. Zakat on Jewelry

As for the jewelry intended for wearing or adornment, jurists differed in
the ruling on zakat. Most jurists say zakat is not obligatory, which is the
doctrine of the Maliki, Shafi’i, and Hanbali Schools of Jurisprudence.!
Hanafi School stated the obligation of zakat?. The preponderant saying is
the opinion of most jurists that zakat is not obligatory on jewelry because all
the narrated hadiths about the obligation of zakat are all weak. At-Tirmidhi
(may Allah have mercy on him) said: “There is no authentic hadith narrated
from the Prophet # on this matter in this chapter”.’

The rule of Sharia is that zakat is not obligatory on what has been
prepared for use and ownership, as the Prophet = said:
“No sadaqa (zakat) is due from a Muslim on his slave or his horse. ™.

So, there is no zakat on the house of a man, his car, the house’s utensils,
and everything intended for use. The same rule applies to jewelry, and
there is no zakat on it. Most of the Prophet’s companions (may Allah be
pleased with them) narrate that zakat is not obligatory on jewelry intended

for wear and adornment.

3. Zakat on shares:

Zakat on shares varies depending on the status of the shareholder: If the
shareholder is an investor, meaning he does not buy or sell in them but
instead subscribes to them and abandons them, or buys them and abandons
them, or if he used to buy and sell in them and then stopped doing that, and
if the company in which he is a shareholder is in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, then there is no zakat on him. This is because joint-stock companies
in the Kingdom pay zakat on behalf of the shareholders, and zakat is not

1. See: Supervising the issues of disagreement (1/400), Almajmou (the collection) (6/6), and Almughni.

2. See Al-Mabsoot (explained at length) by Sarakhsi (192/2) and Alikhtiyar Li Ta’leel Al-Mukhtar (the
choice for explaining the selection) (110/1).

3. Sunan At-Tirmidhi (3/21)

4. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1463), and Muslim No. (982) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
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paid twice. But if the company is outside the Kingdom and does not pay
zakat on behalf of the shareholders, then the shareholder must pay its zakat
by multiplying the number of shares he owns by the amount of the zakat
base per share. However, if the shareholder is a trader (speculator), that is,
he buys and sells in it, then he must pay zakat on all the shares he owns by
calculating the value market of the wallet at the end of the year and deducts
a quarter of a tenth of its value as zakat.

4, Z.akat on land:

Zakat on land is affected by the intention of the owner. If the owner of the
land intends to trade and profit from it, either immediately or in the future,
this is one of the offers of trade, so he must evaluate it at the end of the year
and deduct a quarter of a tenth of its value (i.e. 2.5%) as zakat.

But if he does not intend to trade with it, but to build a house on it, or a

property to rent it, and so on, or if his intention is uncertain, he is hesitant
to build on it or to sell it, then no zakat is due.

5. Z.akat on Debts:

If a person has debts, if the debts are deferred, they do not affect zakat,
but if the debts are due, then what corresponds to these debts should be
deducted from the money on which zakat is obligatory.

For example, if a man has a due debt of ten thousand riyals, and his
money at the end of the year is one hundred thousand, then he will deduct
ten thousand from the hundred thousand; that is, he pays zakat on ninety
thousand riyals.

As for the debts that men owe to others, if the debtor is wealthy and
can pay when asked to, the debtor must pay the zakat of this debt.
However, if the debtor is insolvent or procrastinating, zakat is
not obligatory on this debt.

6. Paying zakat to workers and servants:

Paying zakat to workers and servants and the like may be done under three
conditions:

The first condition is that they are entitled to zakat among the poor,
needy, or indebted.

The second condition is that zakat is not linked to work; so he does
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not give him zakat to do good work but instead gives him zakat as he gives
others.

The third condition is that it is not to be followed by reminders of your
generosity or injury; because some people, when they give the servant or
the driver, start to remind him of their generosity, and this invalidates their
reward. Allah Almighty said:

- < - Sor, ZTess e L o0 S L8, o T AT
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“O you who believe! Do not render in vain your Sadaqgat (deeds of

1

charity) by reminders of your generosity or by injury.””.
7. Zakat on the money of orphans

and people with special needs:

Any money that reaches a nisab and one year has passed is subject to
zakat, and zakat should be paid on it regardless of the owner, whether the
owner of the money is an orphan, a person with special needs, or others.

The guardian of the orphan and the like should invest the orphans’
money in low-risk investment areas so that the zakat does not eat it away.
If the zakat is paid every year, cash is reduced. Therefore, Umar bin Al-
Khattab - said:

“Trade with the property of orphans, and then it will not be eaten away

by zakat. .

O Lord, forgive us our past and present sins, what we have kept secret,
what is known and announced, and what You know better than us. O Allah,
forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims, and peace and blessings of Allah
be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family and companions.

E2

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 264).
2. Narrated by Malik in Al-Muwatta (251/1) No. (12).
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LESSON

THE BATTLE
OF BADR

raise be to Allah, the Mighty, the Firm Possessor of Strength,

and peace and blessings of Allah be upon His servant and

Messenger who was victorious in Badr by the angels sent
down, and upon his family, companions, and those who follow them
with kindness until the Day of Judgment.

Ramadan is the month of the Qur’an and the Criterion,
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“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an,

a guidance for mankind and clear proofs for the guidance and the
criterion (between right and wrong).”’

In the month of Ramadan, there is a criterion of another kind that
differentiates between truth and falsehood; it is the criterion of Badr, the
great battle,
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“If you have believed in Allah and in that which We sent down to Our

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 185).
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Slave (Muhammad =) on the day of criterion (between right and wrong),
the Day when the two forces met (the battle of Badr).”"

This decisive battle in the history of Islam and Muslims has included many
lessons and morals for the Ummah (the Muslim nation) over the generations.
This battle took place on the seventeenth of Ramadan, the second year
of Hijra (immigration of the Prophet), when Allah the Almighty brought
Muslims together with their enemy without an appointed date.

The Messenger of Allah = was informed that a caravan was coming
from Ash-Sham (the Levant) to Quraysh, so he summoned the people to
capture it. The leader of that caravan, Abu Sufyan, was able to escape with
it. Still, Quraysh insisted on going out to fight the Messenger of Allah &=
out of pride and arrogance and to prevent people from the way of Allah
to the extent that Abu Jahl said: “No, by Allah! We will not return until
we reach Badr and stay there for three days, slaughtering camels, feeding
people, and drinking liquor, and the Arabs hear about us and they will
continue to fear us forever.”

The Prophet # informed his companions that Allah had promised him
one of the two sects, either the caravan or Quraysh, that is, the spoils, and
obtaining the caravan without fighting or victory over Quraysh.

The Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) consulted his companions.
He often consulted them in compliance with the command of his Lord:

%% @ ‘/fﬁé ‘:-15)\33
“And consult them in the affairs.””

Although he is the most right-minded of people and the greatest of them
in insight, he wants the Muslim nation to follow him in consultation. When
the Prophet (peace and blessings be upon him) consulted his companions,
al-Miqdad bin Amr & stood up and said:

“O Messenger of Allah! Proceed where Allah directs you to, for we are
with you.
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1. Surah Al-Anfal (Verse:41).
2. Surah Al-Imran (Verse: 159).
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By Allah, we will not say, as the Children of Israel said to Moses, “So
go you and your Lord and fight you two, we are sitting right here.””

By Allah! If you were to take us to Bark al-Ghimad?, we would still fight
with you against its defender until you gained it.”

Then he said,

“Advise me, O people.” This was to get the Ansar to express their view.

They understood that he meant them because they only had pledged
allegiance to him to protect him and support him in their land (Madinah),

so he consulted them to know what view they had. Upon this, Sa’ad bin

Mu’adh - stood up and said, “By Allah, it is as if you, O Messenger of
Allah, meant us.” He said: “Yes.” Sa’ad said: “I say about the Ansar:

Be the friend of whoever you want and the enemy of whoever you wish

to and take from our money whatever you want, and what you took from

us was the most beloved to us than what you left, and whatever you
ordered us to do, so we act according to your command. We will obey
you most willingly in whatever you command us, and by Allah, Who has
sent you with Truth, if you ask us to cross this sea (Red Sea), we will do

that most readily, and not a man of us will stay behind, and we do not
hate to meet our enemy tomorrow. We are patient in war, truthful when

we meet. We hope that Allah will show you through our hands those
deeds of courage that will please your eyes.””

The Messenger of Allah £ was happy, and when he was pleased, his face
used to glitter as if it was a piece of the moon. He said: “Proceed and be
happy. Allah the Almighty promised me one of the two sects. By Allah, it
is as if I am now looking at the place where these people (the disbelievers)
will be killed.”.

The Messenger of Allah # proceeded with his companions to the site
and chose the right place after consultation. When the polytheists appeared,
and the two armies saw one another, the Messenger of Allah supplicated:
“O Allah! The proud and arrogant Quraysh are already disobeying you and
belying Your Messenger. O Allah! I am waiting for the victory which You

1. Surah Al-Ma’idah (Verse: 24).

2. [Itis located five nights behind Mecca after sea, and it was said it is a country in Yemen. See Mu’jam Al-
Bbuildan (Dictionary of Countries) (1/399)

3. See The Prophet’s Biography of Ibn Hisham (1 (615)) and the Proofs of Prophethood by Al-Bayhaqi
(3/34).
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have promised me. I pray to You, O Allah, to defeat them (the enemies).
O Allah! If you destroy this band of adherents to Islam, you will not be
worshiped upon the earth.”

The messenger of Allah = continued seeking the help of Allah and
supplicating Him all night so that on that night - the night of Badr - everyone
was asleep except the Messenger of Allah i standing, praying to his Lord,
beseeching and supplicating, and insisting on Allah in supplication until
his rida’a (robe) fell from his shoulder. Hence, Abu Bakr took his robe,
put it on his shoulder, and said: “O Prophet of Allah! You have sufficiently
beseeched your Lord; He shall fulfill what He promised you.”So, the
Messenger of Allah = was asleep for a while and then went out saying:

4 () o 35wl
“Their multitude will be defeated, and they will show their backs.””

He picked up a handful of dust from the ground, threw it into their (enemy)
faces, and said: May these faces be deformed. There was no one among the
enemy whose eyes were not filled with the dust from this handful. So, they
were busy with dust in their eyes, and the Muslims were busy with killing
them,

LONE s Srow vt
“And you (Muhammad) threw not when you did throw, but Allah threw.
Iblis (Satan) walked with his banner and his soldiers with the polytheists.
He cast into the hearts of the polytheists the idea that no one would defeat
you and that I am your neighbor. So, when the two armies sighted each

other, Satan looked at Allah’s supply of angels, turned back on his heels,
and said:
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“Verily, I have nothing to do with you. Verily, I see what you see not.””

The Prophet #= preached to his companions and urged them to fight with
a few words. He said: “Stand up to a paradise the width of which is the
heavens and the earth.” Umair bin Hamam - stood up and had some dates

1 Surah Al-Qamar (Verse: 45).
2. Surah Al-Anfal (Verse: 17).
3. Surah Al-Anfal (Verse: 48).
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in his hand to eat from them. He said: “O Messenger of Allah, a paradise
whose width is that of the heavens and the earth. It is indeed a long life, if
I survive till I eat my dates. So, he threw away the dates which he had with
him and then fought with the enemy till he was killed «.!

Allah helped His Muslim adherents and made them triumphant,
and the polytheists were defeated. Seventy of them were killed,

seventy were captured, and their most prominent leaders were
killed.

Allah conferred upon His armies the honor of victory and helped

His servant rout the confederates alone.

Lo
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“And Allah has already made you victorious at Badr, when you were a
weak little force. So, fear Allah much that you may be grateful.

The Messenger of Allah = entered Madinah supported by Allah and
triumphant. Every enemy feared him, and many of the people of
Madinah became Muslims. So, that battle (the battle of Badr) was a good
and significant victory for Islam and Muslims.

O Allah, help and give victory to Islam and Muslims, make us among
the supporters of Your religion, and make us firm in it until we meet You,
O Lord of the worlds. Forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims, and may
peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family
and companions.

Eo

1. Narrated by Muslim No. (1901) from the hadith of Anas bin Malik .
2. Surah Al-Imran (Verse: 123).
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LESSON

SUPPLICATION

of a Fasting Person When Breaking
His Fast is not Turned Back

raise be to Allah, Who promised those who obeyed Him the
Pbliss of Paradise and threatened those who disobeyed Him
the hell of Fire and peace and blessings of Allah be upon His
servant and Messenger who was sent to all mankind and jinn, and

upon his family and companions, the people of grace and gratitude.

Allah the Almighty said:
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“And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad) concerning Me, then
(answer them), I am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond
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to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any
mediator or intercessor). So let them obey Me and believe in Me, so that
they may be led aright.”

This Verse is in the supplication, and its order in the Qur’an is between the
Verses of fasting. The Verse that preceded it:

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 186).
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“The month of Ramadan [is that] in which was revealed the Qur’an.””,

%

and the Verse that followed was

“It is made lawful for you to have sexual relations with your wives on
the night of As-Saum (the fasts).

The occurrence of the Verse of supplication between the Verses of fasting
is a signal that supplication in the month of Ramadan is closer to being
answered and that Muslims should make more supplications in the month
of Ramadan. Supplication in Ramadan, especially at Iftar (breaking the
fast), is closer to being answered.

The Prophet £ said:

“When the fasting person breaks his fast, his supplication is not turned

back.””
The fasting person should be keen on supplication at Iftar, so he should
pray to Allah the Almighty for whatever he remembers of the bounties of
this world and the Hereafter. It is not proven that a specific supplication
is said at Iftar, but the fasting person may choose from the supplication
whatever he likes.

As for the hadith:

“O Allah, for You I have fasted, and with Your provision I have broken

my fast, so accept it from me, You are the All-Hearing, the All-Knowing, ”

it is a weak hadith.*
It has been confirmed that the Prophet =, when he broke his fast, said:

“The thirst is gone, the arteries are moist, and the reward is
sure, if Allah wills.’

Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 185).
. Surat Al-Baqarah (Verse: 187).

3. Narrated by Ibn Majah with the number: (1753) from the hadith of Abdullah bin ‘Umar (may Allah be
pleased with them both). Al-Busayri authenticated it and said: “This is a sound chain of transmission; his
men are trusted,” Mesbah Alzigagah (2/81).

4. Ibn Hajar said: Narrated by At-Tabarani in Al-Kabeer and Al-Darqutni from the hadith of Ibn Abbas with
a weak chain of transmission, At-Talkhees Al-Habeer (2/389). Al-Haythami said it includes ‘Abd-al-
Malik ibn Harun, and it is weak, Majamma Az-Zawa’id (3/156).

5. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (2357) from the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them
both). Ad-Darqutni said it is hasan in Sunnah No. (2279), and Al-Hakim said: A correct hadith on the
condition of the two sheikhs in Al-Mustadrak No. (1536).
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But this is only said by those who are already thirsty, and those who are not
thirsty do not say: thirst is gone, but they invoke Allah the Almighty with
whatever supplication they may remember.
The saying of the Prophet ::
“When the fasting person breaks his fast, his supplication is not turned
back.” His saying, “when,” requires that this supplication should be
before Iftar because the “when,” mentioned in the hadith requires
nearness, and therefore it came in some narrations: “The fasting person

when he breaks his fast.”

The moments before Iftar combine the humility of the soul and humbleness
before Allah the Almighty, so supplication, in this case, is more likely to be
answered. Minutes before Iftar, the fasting person should face the Qibla,
raise his hands, invoke Allah, and make supplication regarding whatever
he remembers of the bounties of the world and the Hereafter.

He should be keen on the supplications transmitted from the Prophet =,
including praying to Allah for Paradise and seeking refuge with Him from
the Fire. In the hadith of Anas bin Malik -4 said: The Messenger of Allah
(may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) said:

““Whoever asks Allah for Paradise three times, Paradise will say: ‘O
Allah, admit him to Paradise.’ And whoever seeks protection from Hell

three times, Hell will say: ‘O Allah, protect him from the Fire. "

This supplication should be observed by the Muslims every day. The
Prophet = said to a man: “What do you say in prayer?” He said: I testify
that there is no god but Allah and that Muhammad is the Messenger of
Allah, and then I say: O Allah, I ask You for Paradise and I seek refuge
with You from the Fire, but I do not know your humming nor the humming
of Mu’adh. The Prophet ‘= said: “We too humming around it.”

That is, all our prayers revolve around this great supplication.

1. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (2526) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .

2. Narrated by Ahmed No. (13755), Al-Nasa’i No. (5521), and authenticated by Ibn Habban in his Sahih No.
(1014).

3. Narrated by Ahmed No. (15888), Abu Dawood No. (792), and Ibn Majah No. (910) and by An-Nawawi
said it is sahih in (the Abstract of Judgments) No. (1450).
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O Allah, we ask You for Paradise and seek refuge with You from the
Fire. We ask You for Paradise and seek refuge with You from the Fire. We
ask You for Paradise and seek refuge with You from the Fire. May peace

and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and
his companions.
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LESSON

The Conquest of

MAKKAH

raise be to Allah alone. He honored His soldiers, granted
P victory to His servant, and defeated the confederates alone,

and peace and blessings of Allah be upon His best Messenger,
our Prophet Muhammad, and his family and companions.

On the nineteenth of Ramadan, in the eighth year of Hijra (migration of
the Prophet), the conquest of Makkah, the secure city, took place. It was
the greatest conquest by which Allah honored His religion, Messenger, and
army. Moreover, it was the conquest by which people entered the religion
of Allah in multitudes. The face of the earth shone with brightness and joy.!

The reason for this conquest is that when the truce was made between the
Prophet #= and the Quraysh at Al-Hudaybiyyah in the sixth year, whoever
would like to enter into the covenant of the Prophet = did so, and whoever
would like to enter into the covenant of the Quraysh did so. So, the tribe of
Khuza’ah entered into the covenant of the Prophet 2, and the tribe of Banu
Bakr entered into the covenant of the Quraysh.

There was vengeance between the two tribes in the pre-Islamic era. So,
Banu Bakr took advantage of this truce and raided Khuza’ah while they
were safe and off-guard. The Quraysh helped their allies, Banu Bakr, with
men and weapons in secret against the Khuza’ah, the Prophet’s allies. So,

1. See: Zad Al-Ma’ad (the Provision for the Return) (3/347).
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a group of them came to the Prophet #= and told him what Banu Bakr had
done and the aid of the Quraysh for them.

As for the Quraysh, regret overcame them, and they saw that they
broke their covenant by doing so. So, they sent their leader, Abu Sufyan,
to the Messenger of Allah = to strengthen the truce contract and extend
the duration. He talked to the Prophet = about that matter, but he did not
respond to him. Then he talked to Abu Bakr and ‘Umar to intercede for him
with the Messenger of Allah, but he failed. Then he talked to Ali bin Abi
Talib, and he did not succeed either.

As for the Prophet £, he ordered his companions to prepare for the
fight, told them what he intended to do, mobilized the surrounding tribes,
and said: “O Allah, hide the news and the spies from Quraysh until we
take them by surprise in their city.” Then he left Madinah with about ten
thousand fighters.

The Prophet #= ordered Al-Abbas to stop Abu Sufyan in the Strait of
the Valley at the nose of the mountain until the Muslims passed through it.
So, the tribes passed by him with their banners. As soon as a tribe passes
through, he asks Al-Abbas about it and he tells him, then he says: What
do I have to do with it? This continued until a battalion approached, the
likes of which he had never seen before, so he asked: Who are these? Al-
Abbas said: These are the Ansar (supporters) under the leadership of Sa’ad
ibn Ubadah, carrying their banner. When Sa’ad was parallel to him, he
said: O Abu Sufyan, today is the day of the epic; today, the Kaaba will be
plundered. When the Messenger of Allah = passed by Abu Sufyan, he told
him what Sa’ad had said, and the Prophet ‘= said: Sa’ad lied, but this is a
day on which Allah will sanctify the Kaaba and a day on which the Kaaba
will be clothed.”!

Then the Messenger of Allah #= ordered that the banner be taken from
Sa’ad and handed over to his son Qais, and he saw that it did not wholly
depart from Sa’ad as it was given to his son.

Afterward, the Messenger of Allah = proceeded and ordered his banner
to be hoisted in Alhajoon (a place in Makkah). Then he entered Makkah as
a victorious conqueror. He had lowered his head in humility to Allah the

1. See Dala’il Alnubuwa (Proofs of Prophethood) by Al-Bayhaqi (5/38) and the Prophet’s Biography by ibn
Kathir (155/3).
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Almighty so that his forehead would almost touch his saddle as he recited
and repeated the Verse:

{OTEER R
“Verily, We have given you, [O Muhammad], a manifest victory .

The Messenger of Allah = then proceeded until he entered the Sacred
Mosque. There were three hundred and sixty idols around the Kaaba, so he
knocked them down with his bow while reciting the Verse:

A F A s 2o g C Lo s Lo < 28
(0 6oy SELINE) el Ga35 STAL 65 3
“And say:“Truth (i.e. Islamic Monotheism or this Quran or Jihad
against polytheists) has come, and Batil (falsehood, i.e. Satan or
polytheism) has vanished. Surely, Batil is ever bound to vanish.”

ORISR iE s
“Say [O Muhammad]: ‘Al -Haqq (The truth i.e. the Quran and Allah's
Revelation) has come, and Al-Batil [falsehood — Iblis (Satan)] can
neither create anything nor resurrect (anything),

while the idols were falling on their faces.

Then he entered the Kaaba and saw that it had pictures, so he ordered
them to be erased, then prayed in it. When he finished, he circumambulated
it, said Allahu Akbar (Allah is the Greatest) around it, and said: “There is no
god but Allah.” Then he stood at the door of the Kaaba, and Quraysh were
below him, waiting for what he would do! So, he took the two doorposts of
the door and said: “There is no god but Allah Alone. His is the dominion,
and His is the praise, and He is Able to do all things. He fulfilled His
Promise, He aided His slave, and He alone defeated the confederates.”
Then he said: “O people of Quraysh, what do think I am going to do with
you?” They said: “Good, a generous brother and a generous nephew.”

He said: “Indeed, I say to you, as Joseph said to his brothers,

; NP IR U A IS T B G PP CaR i v
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“He said: ‘No reproach on you this day, may Allah forgive you, and He

1. Surah Al-Fath (Verse:1).
2. Surah Al-Israa (Verse: 81).
3. Surah Saba (Verse: 49).
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is the Most Merciful of those who show mercy!”

“Go, for you are free.”

He did not take advantage of this moment of victory to take revenge on

those who had hurt him the most for many years, but rather he announced
amnesty and forgiveness for them. These are the morals of the prophets;
these are the morals of the great ones. May peace and blessings of Allah

be upon him.

With this clear conquest, Allah’s victory was accomplished, and the
people entered Allah’s religion in multitudes. Thus, Makkah became
an Islamic city, where monotheism prevailed over polytheism and faith
prevailed over disbelief. The dominion became for Muslims, and polytheism

and its people were defeated.

Gt T s o X ST 2205 @ S PR
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“When there comes the Help of Allah (to you O Muhammad against

your enemies) and the conquest (of Makkah). And you see that the

people enter Allah’s religion (Islam) in crowds. So glorify the Praises

of your Lord, and ask His forgiveness. Verily, He is the One Who Ever
accepts the repentance and Who forgives.””

O Allah, glorify Islam and Muslims, humiliate polytheism and polytheists,

and forgive us, our parents, and all living and dead Muslims. May peace
and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family and

companions.

Ee

1. Surah Yusuf (Verse: 92).
2. Narrated by Al-Bayhagqi in the Greater Sunan No. (18275, 18276).
3. Surah An-Nasr (Verses: 1-3).
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LESSON

The Merit of The Last Ten Days of

RAMADAN

raise be to Allah, Who made the month of Ramadan a
P season for trade with Allah .with good deeds, Who accepts

repentance from His servants and pardons the evil deeds.
May peace and blessings of Allah be upon his Messenger, the best
of those who earnestly stood up in prayer, the purest of those who
prayed and fasted, and upon his righteous family and companions.

Two-thirds of this blessed month have passed, and only the third is
left. What is left is better than what has passed. We are receiving a great
season, the season of the last ten nights of Ramadan, which Allah honored
by making one night among them better than a thousand months, i.e., the
Night of Al-Qadr (the Night of Decree). These nights are the best nights of
the year ever.

The rewards of the righteous deeds in these ten nights are multiplied,
and their recompense is great. By Allah, they are great booties for those
whom Allah has guided. So, you should take advantage of such booties
before it is too late, and work hard before you regret it.

These blessed ten days have started, inducing the spirits of the righteous
and awakening the worshippers’ determination. Allah the Almighty singled
them out by many virtues and rewards, and abundant bounties, including:

- The Prophet = diligently worked on them more than others. Aishah 3
narrated:

B
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“With the start of the last ten days of Ramadan, the Messenger of Allah
4 used to tighten his waist belt (i.e., work hard) and used to pray all the
)]

night, and used to keep his family awake for the prayers.’

Her saying: ((tighten his waist belt)) means that he worked diligently
in worship, more than his habit, and it was said that it is a metaphor for
staying away from his wives to be engaged in worship.?

She also narrated:

“The Messenger of Allah = used to exert himself'in devotion during the
last ten nights to a greater extent than at any other time.’”

Moreover, she narrated:

“The Prophet = used to combine prayer and sleep in the first twenty
days of Ramadan, and if the last ten nights entered, he would roll up his
sleeves and tighten his waist belt. "

One of their characteristics is that the Prophet iz, when the last ten days
of Ramadan started, used to retire in his mosque working diligently in
worshiping his Lord, looking forward to the Night of Decree. That is, when
the last ten days of Ramadan started, the Prophet = retires from the world
and the people and devotes himself completely to worship, even though
he i is the leader of the State of Islam, the Mufti of the mankind, and the
guide and director of the Ummah (Muslim nation). However, when these
blessed ten days start, he retires to the mosque and devotes himself to the
worship of his Lord.

The Prophet = retired to the mosque during these ten days, seeking a
great night, the night of Al-Qadr, in which the good deed is better than a
good deed in a thousand months.

We should follow the example of the Messenger of Allah = and devote
ourselves to worship in these blessed ten days and this great season. We
should at least reduce the concerns of the world that never end.

One of their characteristics is that they include the night of Al-Qadr,
which is better than a thousand months. So, you should know, may Allah
have mercy on you, the merit of these last ten days, and do not waste them

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (2024), and Muslim No. (1174).
See: Sahih Muslim Sharh (explanation by) An-Nawawi (71/8).
Narrated by Muslim No. (1175).

Narrated by Ahmed No. (25136).

T R S
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because their time is precious and their goodness is evident.!

What indicates the virtue of these ten nights is that the Prophet = used to
awaken his family for prayer and remembrance to take advantage of these
blessed nights because they are worthy of worship. They are indeed the
opportunity of a lifetime and a booty for those whom Allah the Almighty
has guided. So, it is not appropriate for a sensible person to miss this
precious opportunity.

A Muslim should strive on these blessed nights until he gets to the night
of Al-Qadr. He should attend the prayers with the Imam all these nights so
it was written for him that he stood up in prayer that night. If it is written
for him that he stood up in prayer that night, he might have attended the
night of Al-Qadr. The Prophet = said: “Whoever stood up in prayer in the
night of Al-Qadr out of sincere faith and hoping to attain Allah’s rewards,
then all his past sins will be forgiven.”?

Unfortunately, some Muslims are unaware of such honorable seasons
and are preoccupied with things that can be postponed or made up for
at another time. If you want proof, look at the crowded markets and the
multitudes of people on these blessed nights.

Therefore, the Muslim should take advantage of these blessed nights;
perhaps he will attain the bounty of the night of Al-Qadr, and maybe he will
achieve some of the great bounties of the Lord Almighty so that Allah the
Almighty will decree for him the happiness of this world and the Hereafter.

The best deed you can do in these blessed nights is prayer. The Prophet
= used to spend these blessed nights, or most of them, in prayer.

Supplication is one of the acts that should be taken care of in these
blessed ten nights. One should increase supplication in these ten nights
because supplication is more likely to be answered. Therefore, the Verse
of supplication:

“And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad) concerning Me, then

(answer them), I am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond

to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any

mediator or intercessor)’”

The Sessions of Ramadan by Ibn Uthaymeen (p. 158).
Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (35), and Muslim No. (760) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah ..
Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 186).
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came between the Verses of fasting. This indicates that the fasting person
should make more supplications in the month of fasting, especially
during these blessed ten nights.

And from what is prescribed in these ten nights is i’tikaf (retiring to the
mosque for worship). If it is easy for a Muslim to stay in the mosque during
these blessed ten days, this is the Sunnah, and this is the guidance of the
Prophet :=. If he can’t do so, he should at least on the nights in which the
Night of Decree is hoped for or expected.

Brothers, the last ten nights of Ramada are blessed. They are the joviality
of the diligent people, the gardens of the devout, and the splendor of the
eyes of the worshipers. In these blessed nights, the pious worshippers work
harder, and the competitors compete in their virtues, exposing themselves to
the bounties of the Lord Almighty, the Most Generous. Revive these nights
with humble hearts and ask for Allah’s precious commodity, Paradise.

O Lord, bless us on these ten nights, grant us success in attaining the
night of Al-Qadr, and make us among those given a great reward. May
peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family,
and companions.
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LESSON

['TIKAF

(Staying in the Mosque) and its Provisions

raise be to Allah, Who is Unique in His Majesty and

Eternity, Greatness and Pride, and peace and blessings of

Allah be upon His Messenger, Muhammad, and his noble
companions.The Prophet = used to stay in the mosque for worship
in the last ten days of Ramadan until his death. In the Two Sahihs
(Al-Bukhari and Muslim), Aishah " said: “that the Prophet = used
to practice I’tikaf in the last ten nights of Ramadan till he died, and
then his wives used to practice I’tikaf after his death.”!

I’tikafis one of the ancient sharia of the previous nations. This is indicated
by the words of Allah the Almighty to Prophet Abraham (Ibrahim),

“And We commanded Ibrahim (Abraham) and Ismail (Ishmael) that

they should purify My House (the Kaaba at Makkah) for those who

are circumambulating it, or staying (I tikaf), or bowing or prostrating

themselves (there, in prayer).’”

This indicates that I’tikaf has existed since the time of Abraham (peace and
blessings be upon him).

In the Two Sahihs, “Umar - said: O Messenger of Allah! I vowed to
perform I’tikaf for one night in Al-Masjid-al-Haram (the Sacred Mosque)

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (2026), and Muslim No. (1172).
2. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: 125).
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during the pre-Islamic Period of ignorance (before embracing Islam). The
Prophet # said: “Fulfill your vow.”! This is evidence that I’tikaf existed
before the Prophet’s Mission of Islam.

What follows is a brief overview of the most prominent provisions
of I'tikaf.

The linguistic meaning of I’tikaf is to hold fast to something.

The term means to stay in the mosque to obey Allah the Almighty. As
some hadiths stated?, it is called ‘Jiwar’ (neighborliness).

Scholars unanimously agreed that it is permissible. It is acceptable for
men and women when women are secure from sedition, as the wives of the
Prophet = used to worship with him in his mosque.

The best time for I’tikaaf is the last ten days of Ramadan because
Allah the Almighty mentions I’tikaf at the end of the fasting Verses.

This indicates that I’tikaf should be observed at the end of the month
of fasting because the Prophet iz observed I’tikaf in the last ten days of
Ramadan.

The wisdom behind I’tikaaf is to retire from worldly life and devote
oneself to worship Allah to gain the virtue of the Night of Decree. While
man is preoccupied with life concerns, his heart may harden, overlook,
and bewilder. Thus, he needs time to retire from the world’s unending
preoccupations, devote himself to worship Allah the Almighty, and seek
the Night of Decree.

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “I’tikaf was
prescribed for them, the purpose and spirit of which is the devotion of the
heart to Allah the Almighty, to be preoccupied with Him, and seek solitude
in Him and disengage themselves of the creation, and devoting themselves
to Him alone, the Most High.”

There is no minimum limit for I’tikaf; rather, all kinds of [I’tikaf is
valid, even for a few hours. Accordingly, if you can’t stay in the mosque

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (6697), and Muslim No: (1656).

2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari with No. (2028), and Muslim with No. (297) From the hadith of Aishah "=, she
said: “The Prophet = used to (put) bend his head (out) to me (to comb and oil his hair) while he was in
I'tikaf in the mosque”.

Zad al-Ma’ad (the Provision for the Return) (83/2).

[95)
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for all ten nights of Ramadan, you can stay on some of the nights in which
the Night of Decree is hoped for.

For the validity of I’tikaf, it is required that:

1. It should be in a mosque; it is not valid to be in a place other than it.
It is valid in all mosques and in the mosque where Friday prayer is
not held. When it is time for Friday prayer, he can leave to attend it
in the grand mosque and return to his mosque.

Accordingly, it is not permissible for a woman to observe I’tikaf for
worship in her home. If she wants to observe I'tikaf, she must do so in one
of the mosques. The jurists stated that the courtyard of the mosque’s wall
is treated as the mosque itself, so it is permissible to observe I'tikaf in it.
However, the area not enclosed in its wall is not part of it, and it is not valid
to observe I'tikaf in it.

2. Staying in the mosque contradicts leaving it.

Leaving the mosque for someone who
is observing [’tikaf has three cases:

The first case: It should be for what is inevitable, such as answering the
call of nature or bringing food, as this is permissible and does not interrupt
the I’tikaf with the unanimous agreement of scholars.

The second case is leaving because of what he must do, such as visiting
the patient and attending the funeral witnesses; it is not permissible for him
to do that.

Some scholars say that unless he makes a condition. However, the
condition is under consideration because he has no evidence. It was not
narrated that the companions of the Prophet #= did this. This is the doctrine
of the Maliki School of Jurisprudence, a saying in the Hanbali School, and
the closest provision - and Allah knows best: If he wants to go out to visit
a patient and attend the funeral, if this patient or the deceased must have
a definite right over him like his father, or his mother, and so on, he has to
go out, but if they do not have a definite right, he does not have to go out.

The third case is that leaving the mosque for what he does not need and
is not lawfully required by law, as worldly matters, invalidate I’tikaf. Thus,
whoever is an employee, going out for his job interrupts I’tikaf. But he can
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observe I’tikaf for some nights. That is, he can observe I’tikaf at night and
goes out for his job during the daytime, and thus his I’tikaf ends, and the
second night, he observes I’tikaf again, and so on.

Two things invalidate I'tikaf:

Leaving the mosque.

Intercourse and its preludes; for Allah, the Almighty said:

z
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“And do not sexual relations with them (your wives) while you are in
1 'tikaf'in the mosques.’

This indicates that intercourse and its overtures invalidate I’tikaf.

The person who observes I’tikaf should obey Allah the Almighty. The
greatest activity in the last ten nights of Ramadan is prayer, and the Prophet
# used to stand up in prayer in these nights.

He must avoid what preoccupies him from worship, including
preoccupation with social media, phone calls, or chatting with those with
him in the mosque.

One of the most frequently asked questions is the ruling on ordering
food from the restaurant by phone or the application inside the mosque and
the answer is that this is not considered a sale or a purchase, and it is okay
inside the mosque.

Because this is just an order, he is ordering food from the restaurant and
has not yet concluded the purchase contract, as evidenced by the fact that
this order is unnecessary. If he wanted, he could cancel it; if the restaurant
owner wanted to cancel it, he could do so. If it were an essential contract, he
would not have the right to cancel it because the sale is a crucial contract,
and all these are promises and do not have the effects of the sale contract.
When the restaurant representative arrives at the mosque, the person
who observes I’tikaf should go out to him to conclude the contract in the
affirmative and acceptance.

He should be outside the mosque when he wants to receive the order and
hand over the money.

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 187).
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However, there are applications in which payment is made in advance
without the ability to recover the amount. This is a sale, and when ordering
through the application, this should be outside the mosque.

O Allah, guide us to what You love and what satisfies You in words and
deeds and forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims. May peace and blessings
of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and companions.
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LESSON

THE NIGHT
OF DECREE

(Lailat al-Qadr)

goodness and blessed us with multitudes of gifts, and peace
blessings of Allah be upon His servant and Messenger
Muhammad, the best of mankind, and upon his family, companions,

Praise be to Allah, Who bestowed upon us the seasons of

and those who followed them with kindness, as long as the earth and
the heavens lasted.

In these blessed ten nights is the Night of Decree, which Allah the Almighty
honored over others. He conferred it on this Muslim nation and singled it
out for mention in His Noble Book. He said:
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“We sent it (this Qur’an) down on a blessed night (i.e. the night of Al-
Qadr) in the month of Ramadan. Verily, We are ever warning [mankind
that Our Torment will reach those who disbelieve in Our Oneness of
Lordship]. Therein (that night) is decreed every matter of ordainments.

As a Command (or this Quran or the Decree of every matter) from Us.
Verily, We are ever sending (the Messengers). (As) a Mercy from your
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Lord. Verily, He is the All-Hearer, All-Knower”.!

Allah described it as blessed for the abundance of its goodness, blessing,
and grace.

And one of its blessings is that this blessed Qur’an has been revealed in
it, and its description is that every matter of wisdom is ordained therein;
that is, it comes from the Preserved Tablet to the pages in the hands of the
scribes (angels). This includes whatever will be of the Command of Allah
the Almighty in that year, of provisions, times of death, good, evil, and
other things, of every Wise Command of Allah the Almighty’s precise and
perfect Commands, in which there is no flaw, deficiency, or falsehood.

Almighty Allah said: “Verily, We have sent it (this Qur’an) down in
the night of Al-Qadr (Decree). And what will make you know what the
night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is? The night of Al-Qadr (Decree) is better
than a thousand months (i.e. worshipping Allah in that night is better than
worshipping Him a thousand months, i.e. 83 years and 4 months). Therein
descend the angels and the Ruh [Jibril (Gabriel)] by Allah’s Permission
with all Decrees. (All that night), there is Peace (and Goodness from Allah
to His believing slaves) until the appearance of dawn.”?

So, Allah, Glory be to Him, made it clear that this Qur’an was revealed on
the Night of Decree, and the revelation of the Qur’an meant the beginning
of its revelation, for the beginning of its revelation was on the Night of
Decree. Otherwise, the Qur’an was revealed in chapters and sections to our
Prophet Muhammad = in twenty-three years. It was also said that it meant
its revelation from the Preserved Tablet to the House of Glory in the lowest
heaven. The first statement is more explicit.

The word ‘Al-Qadr’ means honor and exaltation or determination and
decree, because Lailat-ul-Qadr is an honorable night in which Allah the
Almighty decrees what will happen in the year and decrees what has come
to pass of His wise and decisive matters.

Allah the Almighty said, “And what will make you know what the Night

1. Surah Ad-Dukhan (Verse: 3-6).

2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (2016), and Muslim No: (1167) from the hadith of Abu Said 4 by the
wording: “I was informed of the date of Lailat-ul-Qadr, but I was caused to forget it; so, seek it in the odd
nights of the last ten nights.”
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of Decree 1s?” This is an interrogative for greatness and exaltation. It is a
great, honorable, and majestic night.

And His saying: Glory be to Him, “the Night of Decree is better than
a thousand months,” that is, in bounty, honor, and abundance of reward.
Therefore, whoever stood up in prayer this night out of faith and hoping for
forgiveness will have his past sins forgiven.

His saying, Glory be to Him: “Therein descend the angels,” means the
angels would descend to the earth on that honorable night with goodness,
blessing, and mercy, “and ‘Ar-Ruh’ (the Spirit)” means Gabriel (peace be
upon him), who was singled out for mention due to his honor and virtue.
The angels descend to the earth to see the believers’ worship of Allah the
Almighty.

“(All that night), there is Peace” means that the Night of Decree is peace
for the believers from all fears because many are freed from the Fire and
saved from its torment. And “until the appearance of dawn” means that
the Night of Decree begins at sunset and ends at dawn because the night’s
work ends with it.

There are many virtues for
the Night of Decree in this Surah:

The first virtue is that Allah the Almighty has revealed in it the Qur’an
by which people are guided and happy in this world and the Hereafter.

The second virtue is that the interrogative indicates greatness and
exaltation: “And what will make you know what the Night of Decree 1s?”

The third virtue: It is better than a thousand months.

The fourth virtue is that angels descend to the earth in it and descend
only with goodness, blessing, and mercy.

The fifth virtue is that it is peace because of the abundance of safety in
it from the punishment and torment of the Fire for what the servant does
regarding the obedience to Allah the Almighty.

The sixth virtue is that Allah has revealed a complete Surah about its
virtue to be recited until the Last Day (the Day of Resurrection).

And one of the virtues of Lailat-ul-Qadr is that the Prophet £ said:
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“Whoever stood up in prayer in the night of Al-Qadr out of sincere faith and
hoping to attain Allah’s rewards, then all his past sins will be forgiven.”

His saying (out of sincere faith) means believing in Allah and in what
He has prepared as reward for those who stay up in prayer in that night.
And his saying (hoping to attain Allah’s rewards) means seeking his reward
from Allah the Almighty.

The Night of Decree is in the last ten nights of Ramadan, and Muslims
must strive hard in all ten nights. If he works hard in all ten nights, he will
undoubtedly attain the virtue of the Night of Decree.

One of the most frequently asked questions is: Is the Night of Decree
fixed on a particular night, or does it move from one night to another?
Some scholars said that it moves, so one year it is the night of the 21* of
Ramadan, another year the night of the 27", and the night of the 29™ in
yet another year. However, most scholars believe that the Night of Decree
is fixed on a specific night and does not move from one night to another,
which is the most likely situation. This is because the Night of Decree
gained its honor and virtue by the revelation of the Qur’an in it;

4 (O AN C AT LA o LT
“Verily, We have sent it (this Qur’an) down in the night of Al-Qadr
(Decree),” “We sent it (this Qur’an) down on a blessed night (i.e. the
night of Al-Qadr).” ?
Hence, the statement that it moves from one night to another contradicts
this meaning.

Likewise, the Day of Ashura gained its honor because it is the tenth
day of the month of Muharram, the day Allah rescued Moses; so, this day
can’t move to another. Thus, the Night of Decree gained its honor through
the revelation of the Qur’an in it, so it cannot move to another because the
Qur’an was revealed in one night. This is indicated by the saying that the
Prophet £, “I was informed of the date of Lailat-ul-Qadr, but [ was caused
to forget it.””

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (35), and Muslim No. (760) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah ..

2. Surah Al-Qadr (Verse: 1-2).

3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (2016), and Muslim No: (1167) from the hadith of Abu Said -« by the
wording: “I was informed of the date of Lailat-ul-Qadr, but I was caused to forget it; so, seek it in the odd
nights of the last ten nights.”
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If it had been moving from one night to another, he would have been told
about it in the following year and the years to come. So, this is evidence
that it does not move.

Brothers: Good deeds on the Night of Decree are better than good deeds
in a thousand months, and a thousand months is equivalent to eighty-three
years and four months. So, whoever works hard on this night has been
successful for great good, and working on a night of a few hours is better
than working on a thousand months. So, whoever is successful in the Night
of Decree is as if he has added a long life to his life.

It was mentioned that the Prophet = was shown the ages of previous
nations and found that they were long and that they lived for hundreds of
years.

Noah stayed with his people for nine hundred fifty years, and as for the
ages of his nation, their average age was between sixty and seventy years,
and it is as if he saw that the ages of his Muslim nation were short. So,
he and his nation were given this night of Lailat-ul-Qadr. It is just a few
hours in which they do good deeds that are better than the good deeds in a
thousand months.

O Lord, guide us to the Night of Decree and make us among those who
attain great reward in it. O Lord, make us among those who perform prayer
on the Night of Decree out of faith and seeking Your reward. May peace
and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family and
companions.

Lo
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LESSON

SUPPLICATI

its Virtue, and Manners

Y

raise be to Allah, Who hears supplication and greatly rewards

those who obey Him. May peace and blessings of Allah be

upon the best of Prophets, our Prophet Muhammad, and his
noble family and companions.

Indeed, supplication is one of the greatest acts of worship, and indeed, it
was mentioned in the Sahih hadith of the Prophet = that he said: “Verily
supplication is worship.”' Another hadith was narrated that “Nothing is
more honorable to Allah than supplication.” Our Lord told us that He is
close to those who supplicate Him, so He said:

w s
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“And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad) concerning Me, then
(answer them), I am indeed near (to them by My Knowledge). I respond
to the invocations of the supplicant when he calls on Me (without any
mediator or intercessor). So, let them obey Me and believe in Me, so
that they may be led aright.””

1. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (1479), At-Tirmidhi No: (2969), said: it is hasan and Sahih hadith, Tbn
Majah No. (3828), Ibn Habban No. (513), and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak No: (1802), said its chain of
transmission is authentic.

2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari in al-Adab al-Mufrad (the Unique Literature) No: (712), At-Tirmidhi No: (3370),
and Ibn Majah No. (3829), and authenticated by Ibn Habban in his Sahih No: (870).

3. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: 186).
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This verse occurred among the verses on fasting, and perhaps the secret
to this - and Allah knows best - is that there is an indication that supplication
in this blessed month is more likely to be answered.

This verse was revealed when some people came and asked the Prophet
#, they said, “O Messenger of Allah! Is our Lord near so that we can
whisper to Him? Or is He far so that we can call Him? So, Allah, the
Exalted, revealed this verse: “And when My slaves ask you (O Muhammad)
concerning Me, then (answer them), I am indeed near (to them by My

2]

Knowledge).”!.
Think about the words of Allah the Almighty: “Indeed, I am near.” He

2

did not say: Say to them: “Indeed, I am near,” although in general, the
verses in which there is a question are answered with: ‘Say’, a reference to

the nearness of the Lord, the Most High, to the supplicant.

Allah the Almighty said, “I respond to the invocations of the supplicant
when he calls on Me (without any mediator or intercessor).” This means
that Allah the Almighty responds to the servant’s supplication when he
supplicates Him, fulfilling the conditions and eliminating the obstacles.
Allah the Almighty:

Kol e=d506 3

“And your Lord said, “Call upon Me; [ will respond to your

(invocation).””
What indicates the virtue of supplication is the hadith of the Prophet z,
he said: “There is no Muslim who offers a supplication in which there is
no sin or severing of ties of kinship, but Allah will give him one of three
things in return for it: either He will hasten for him what he asked for, or
He will store it [the reward for it] up for him in the Hereafter, or He will
avert from him an equivalent evil.”

They said: Then we should do a lot of that [offering supplication]. He
said “Then Allah will reward you more.””

Al-Hafiz Ibn Hajar (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

“Every supplication is answered, but the answer varies, so it is

1. See: Tafsir (The Interpretation of the Holy Qur’an) by At-Tabari (3/223)
2. Surah Ghafir (Verse: 60).
Narrated by Ahmed No: (11133) with an authentic chain of transmission.

[98)
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sometimes answered exactly as it is, and sometimes it is a substitute for
it.”!
Therefore, the answer to supplication is more general than fulfilling the
needs.

Supplication has manners,
the most prominent of which are:

1- Faithfulness to Allah, Glory be to Him, Allah the Almighty said:

SR I (P AW JWZ&V}%Q\LA\&,@\;\Q%
4 s

“And when they embark on a ship, they invoke Allah, making their Fazth

pure for Him only. But when He brings them safely to land, behold, they

give a share of their worship to others.””
This sincerity that accompanied the supplication of the compelled was a
reason for answering supplications with the presence of the impediment,
which is polytheism. These polytheists, however, were saved by Allah in
their supplication because of necessity, so Allah responded to them.

Allah the Almighty responds to the supplication of the oppressed because
he sincerely and ardently calls upon Allah due to the injustice inflicted on
him. The Prophet = said:

“Beware of the supplication of the oppressed; for indeed there is no

barrier between it and Allah.””

2- The supplicant should start his supplication by praising Allah
the Almighty and then saying peace and blessings of Allah be upon His
Messenger. Our Lord the Almighty has taught us discipline and manner
in Surah Al-Fatihah. Surah Al-Fatihah began with praise to Allah the
Almighty, and then came the great supplication:

% *‘\L mg%

“Guide us to the Straight Way”.*

Fath Al-Bari (11/95)

Surah Al-Ankabut (Verse: 65)

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (1425), and Muslim No: (19) from the hadith of Muadh bin Jabal ..
Surah Al-Fatihah (Verse: 6)
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When the Prophet = heard a man supplicating and did not praise Allah nor
did he invoke peace and blessings of Allah upon His Messenger, he said:
“He made haste.”"

3- Invoking Allah humbly, Allah the Almighty said:

~ //,,«, /»3/:, L0 At
%@ 35 el

“Invoke your Lord with humility and in secret.””

Allah the Almighty loves His servant when he invokes Him with humility.
Allah the Almighty said:

21 ﬁ/‘
“Verily, Ibrahim (Abraham) was Awwah (one who invokes Allah with
humility, glorifies Him and remembers Him much) and was forbearing,

means he often supplicated with humility and compassion.

4- Lowering the voice with supplication. Allah the Almighty said, “Invoke
your Lord with humility and in secret.” Raising the voice contradicts
supplication with humility and the required reverence, and it is a kind of
transgression in supplication; hence, Allah said:

“He likes not the aggressors.” Allah has praised Zakariyyah (Zechariah)
by saying:

$ () Cas A3 455 606
“When he called out his Lord (Allah) a call in secret.”™

It is noted that some imams of mosques raise their voices in the qunoot
supplication, in which the imam should lower the voice as much as only
those behind him should hear, and the supplication should be in a humble
voice.

5- What Allah the Almighty mentioned in His saying:

§ () LS EE 050 3

“And invoke Him with fear and hope. 73

1. Narrated by Abu Dawood No: (1481), and At-Tirmidhi No: (3477), and said it is Hasan Sahih from the
hadith of Fadalah bin Obaid .

Surah Al-A’raf (Verse: 55).

Surah At-Tawbah (Verse: 114).

Surah Maryam (Verse: 3).

Surah Al-A’raf (Verse: 56).

w»kwDd
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that is hoping that Allah responds to your supplication, and if you call upon
Allah the Almighty, your hope should be strong in His response, with fear
of Allah, Glory be to Him, and fear that He will not accept this deed from
you. So, this feeling - fear and hope - should accompany the supplication,
which is one reason for supplication to be responded to.

6- The supplicant shouldn’t be hasty for the response. The haste for
the response is one of the impediments to the supplication response. The
Prophet = said:
“The invocation of anyone of you is granted (by Allah) if he does not
show impatience (by saying) I invoked Allah but my request has not
been granted.”’

The Prophet = has shown the character of this haste: “He says: I invoked
Allah but my request has not been granted,” that is, he bemoans and
abandons the supplication. This is one of the most significant impediments
to the answering of the supplication.

7- The suppliant should be keen on supplicating with the aphoristic
supplication, as the Prophet ‘= used to choose a supplication of the
comprehensive (aphoristic) supplications and supplicate with nothing else.

8- The supplicant should make sure that his earnings are lawful. Illicit
gain is one of the impediments to the answering of the supplication. The
Prophet := mentioned a man who travels widely, his hair disheveled and
covered with dust, lifting his hands to heaven saying,
“O Lord! O Lord!” Whereas his diet is unlawful, his drink is unlawful,
and his clothes are unlawful and is nourished unlawfully. How can then
his supplication be accepted?’”

O Lord, accept from us fasting and standing up in prayer and grant us
success to do what You love and what satisfies You of words and deeds.
May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad, his

family, and all his companions.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (6340), and Muslim No: (2735) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah ..
2. Narrated by Muslim No. (1015) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah <.
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LESSON

The Aphorisms of

SUPPLICATIONS

raise be to Allah, the Almighty, the One, the All-Hearing, the
P All-Seeing, and peace and blessings of Allah be upon His

Messenger, the bearer of glad tidings and the warner, and his
family and companions, the people of seriousness and diligence.

One of the greatest acts of worship is the worship of supplication. It is
one of the characteristics of Allah’s devout servants of the Prophets, the
righteous, and others. Allah the Almighty has said about His Prophets
(peace be upon them):

” es “—“///// Y v A s > AT
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“Verily, they used to hasten on to do good deeds and they used to call
on Us with hope and fear, and used to humble themselves before Us.”.!
Supplication is a reason for all good, so Muslims should focus on and
engage with much of it. Moreover, they should concentrate on supplicating
with the aphoristic supplication following the example of the Prophet =
who used to choose aphoristic supplications and supplicate with nothing

else.

The aphoristic supplications with which the Prophet = used to supplicate
are the following:

1. Surah Al-Anbiya (Verse: 90).
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1.  Anas ibn Malik <% said: The Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s peace
and blessings be upon him) said: “““Whoever asks Allah for Paradise
three times, Paradise will say: ‘O Allah, admit him to Paradise.’

And whoever seeks protection from Hell three times, Hell will say:
‘O Allah, protect him from the Fire.”!

2. Anas bin Malik < reported that the most frequent invocation of the
Prophet = was:
“OAllah! Give to us in the world that which is good and in the Hereafter

that which is good, and save us from the torment of the Fire.”.?

Our Lord, Glory be to Him, mentioned this supplication in His saying:

N
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“Our Lord! Give to us in the world that which is good and in the
Hereafter that which is good, and save us from the torment of the Fire.
Those for them there will be allotted a share for what they have earned.
And Allah is Swift at reckoning.

Ifthis invocation is answered for you, you will attain happiness in this world
and the Hereafter. So, some of the predecessors interpreted the good in this
world and said it meant the righteous wife, and some said the comfortable
mount, the expansive house, and so on. In short, it is happiness, as if you
were saying: O Lord! Make me live in this world happily, and this brings
together the examples mentioned by the predecessors.

“The good in the Hereafter” is Paradise, and “and protect us from the
torment of the Fire” means making it easy (for me) to do good deeds that
protect me from the Fire.

*  Mu’adh bin Jabal reported that the Messenger of Allah % caught
his hand and said: “By Allah, I love you, O Mu’adh. I give some
instructions to you. Never leave to recite this supplication after
every (prescribed) prayer: “O Allah, help me in remembering You,

1. Narrated by Ahmed No. (13755), At-Tirmidhi No. (2572), and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak No: (1960),
and said its chain of transmission is authentic.

2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6389), and Muslim with No. (2690).

3. Surah Al-Bagarah (Verses: 201-202).
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giving You thanks, and worshipping You well.

After every (prescribed) prayer, at the end of every prayer ... in the last
testimony before assalamu alaikum (peace be upon you).
Ibn al-Qayyim 2 said:

“The Sheikh of Islam, Ibn Taymiyyah (may Allah have mercy on him)
said: I contemplated the most useful supplication and find that it is
calling upon Allah to help one to do what pleases Him, then I saw it in
Surah Al-Fatiha: “You (alone) we worship, and You (alone) we ask for
help (for each and everything).’”

4- Abu Hurairah - reported that the Messenger of Allah ‘= used to say:

“O Allah! Set right for me my religion which is the safeguard of my
affairs. And set right for me the affairs of my world wherein is my living.
And set right for me my Hereafter on which depends my afterlife. And
make the life for me (a source) of abundance for every good and make
my death (a source) of comfort for me protecting me against every evil.’”

Al-Qurtubi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “This is a great supplication
that gathered the best of this world and the Hereafter, and the religion and
the world. So, everyone who hears it should learn it by heart and supplicate
with it at night and during the day; perhaps one may coincide with the hour
of response and obtain the best of this world and the Hereafter.”.

5- Ibn ‘Umar « said: The Messenger of Allah = never failed to use
these supplications in the evening and in the morning, “O Allah! I ask
Thee for security in this world and in the Hereafter. O Allah! I ask Thee
for forgiveness and security in my religion and my worldly affairs, in my
family and my property. O Allah! Conceal my faults and keep me safe from
the things which I fear. O Allah! Guard me in front of me and behind me,
on my right hand and on my left, and from above me; and I seek refuge in
Thy greatness from receiving unexpected harm from below me.”’

¢ Abdullah bin Umar 4. said that one of the supplications of the

Narrated by Ahmed No: (22119), Abu Dawood No: (1522), and Ibn Khuzaymah (751)

1.

2. Madarij As-Salikeen (the Travelers’ Paths) (1/122).

3. Narrated by Muslim No: (2720)

4. Al-Muthim lima Ashkala min Talkhis Kitab Muslim (7/49)

5. Narrated by Ahmed No: (4785), Abu Dawood No: (5074), Ibn Majah No: (3871), Ibn Habban in his
Sahih No: (961), and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak No: (1902), and he authenticated it and is approved by
Ad-Dhahabi.
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Messenger of Allah = was, “O Allah! I seek refuge in you from
the withdrawal of your blessing, and the change of your protection
(from me), and from your sudden wrath of Thine, and from every
displeasure of you.”!

* Abdullah bin ‘Amr bin al-As reported that he heard Allah’s
Messenger = as saying: “Verily, the hearts of all the sons of Adam
are between the two fingers out of the fingers of the Compassionate
Lord as one heart. He turns that to any (direction) He likes. Then
Allah’s Messenger = said: “O Allah, the Turner of the hearts, turn
our hearts to your obedience!”?

*  Abu Hurairah < reported that “The Messenger of Allah # used to
seek refuge with Allah from the difficult moment of a calamity and
from being overtaken by destruction and from being destined to an
evil end, and from the malicious joy of enemies.””

* Anas bin Malik « said: I was serving the Prophet . I used to hear
him say a lot: “O Allah! I seek refuge with You from having worries
and sadness, from helplessness and laziness, from cowardice and
miserliness, from being heavily in debt, and from being overpowered
by (other) men (unjustly).”* “Being heavily in debt” means heaviness
and intensity of debt.

* Shaddad bin Aws & said: I heard the Messenger of Allah i say:
“When people treasure gold and silver, you should treasure these
words: “O Allah, I ask You for steadfastness in carrying out what
I am commanded and resolution in following right guidance. I ask
You to make me grateful for Your favor and to enable me to worship
You acceptably. I ask You for a sound heart and a truthful tongue. I
ask You for some of the good of what You know, seek refuge in You
from the evil of what You know, and ask Your forgiveness for what
You know.””

*  Abdullah bin Masoud - told on the authority of the Prophet  that
he used to say, “O Allah, I beg of you the right guidance, piety,

Narrated by Muslim No. (2739).

Narrated by Muslim No. (2655).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6347).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (5425).

Narrated by Ahmed No: (17114), and Ibn Habban in his Sahih No: (1800).
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chastity, and freedom from want.

O Allah, grant us success in supplicating to You with what You love.
Accept our prayers, fulfill our needs, and forgive us, our parents, and
all Muslims. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and his companions.

1. Narrated by Muslim No: (2721)
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LESSON

The Last Third of

THE NIGHT

raise be to Allah, the Most Merciful, the Most Forgiving,
PWho turns hearts and eyes, and peace and blessings of

Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family and
companions as long as the day and the night succeed one another.

One of the great times in which forgiveness, mercy, and the response
to supplications descend is the last third of the night. Abu Hurairah -
reported that the Messenger of Allah # said:

“Our Lord, the Exalted, comes every night down on the nearest heaven

to us when the last third of the night remains, saying: “Is there anyone

to invoke Me, so that I may respond to his invocation? Is there anyone

to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request? Is there anyone seeking

my forgiveness, so that I may forgive him? !

Glory be to Allah, the Almighty, the Great, the Creator of this universe, the
One Who is Sufficient of His servants, whom the obedience of the obedient
does not benefit Him, and Who is not harmed by the disobedience of the
disobedient, descends to the worldly heaven when the last third of the night
remains, every night, in a descent befitting His Majesty and Greatness, not
as the descent of creatures.

There is nothing like unto Him; He is the Hearing, the Seeing, and

He calls out to His servants with this call: “Is there anyone to in-

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (1145), and Muslim No: (1366).
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voke Me, so that I may respond to his invocation? Is there anyone
to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request? Is there anyone

seeking my forgiveness, so that I may forgive him?”

Glory be to You, our Lord; how Great You are! How Merciful You are
to Your servants, and how great is Your Kindness, and how great is Your
Benevolence to Your servants.

One of the best things that Muslims should be preoccupied with at this
honorable time is prayer. The Prophet = was keen on performing the night
prayer in general and the last third of it in particular. Jabir bin Abdullah -
reported that the Prophet = as saying:

“If anyone is afraid that he may not get up in the latter part of the night,

he should observe a Witr (praying a single rak’ah) in the first part of it;

and if anyone is eager to get up in the last part of it he should observe a

Witr at the end of the night, for prayer at the end of the night is attended

by the angels, and that is most excellent.” !

The mother of the believers, Aishah &, was asked about the prayer of
the Messenger of Allah £, and she said:

“He used to sleep in the early part of the night and wake up in the latter
part.””

She & also reported that:
“Allah’s Messenger offered witr prayer during the whole night,

(extending from Isha’ prayer), and his witr was up to the last hour of
night.””

This indicates the virtue of staying up for the last third of the night and
praying, especially in the last ten days of Ramadan.

The last third of the night is calculated by dividing the time of sunset
and dawn into three parts; the third (third) is the last third of the night.

Allah the Almighty mentioned one of the attributes of His devout
servants is that they asked for forgiveness in the last hours of the night.
He said:

1. Narrated by Muslim No. (755).
2. Narrated by Muslim No. (739).
3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No.: (996) and Muslim No.: (745).
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“(They are) those who are patient, those who are true (in Faith, words,
and deeds), and obedient with sincere devotion in worship to Allah,

those who spend [give Zakat and alms in the Way of Allah], and those
who pray and beg Allah's Pardon in the last hours of the night.””

He also said:

R
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“They used to sleep but little by night [invoking their Lord (Allah) and

praying, with fear and hope]. And in the hours before dawn, they were
(found) asking (Allah) for forgiveness. ”

Al-Hasan said:

“Extend prayer until the hours before dawn and then ask for

forgiveness .

Nafi’ said: “Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both) used to
stay up in prayer at night, and say: O Nafi’: Have we reached the hour
before dawn? If I said no, he would go back to the prayer; and if I said
yes, he would sit down to ask Allah for forgiveness and invoke Allah until
daylight.”*

Supplication in the last hours of the night is more likely to be answered.
The Prophet = said: “There is an hour during the night at which no Muslim
man will ask Allah for good in this world and the Hereafter but He grants
it to him, and that applies to every night.””

‘Amr bin Abasah 4 reported that he heard the Prophet = say: “The
closest that the Lord is to a worshiper is during the last part of the night.
So, if you are able to be among those who remember Allah at that hour,
then be (among them).”¢

Seeking forgiveness has several forms, the most prominent of which

Surah Al-Imran (Verse: 17).

Surah Al-Dhariyat (Verses: 17-18).

See: Tafsir Al-Baghawi (2/17).

Narrated by Ibn Abi Hatim in his interpretation No. (3302)

Narrated by Muslim No. (757).

Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (3579), and he said: This is a Hasan Sahih hadith, and Al-Nasa’i No. (572),
and it was authenticated by Ibn Khuzaymah No: (572), and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak No: (1162) and he
said: it is a Sahih hadith on a Muslim condition, and they did not narrate it.
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is to say: I ask Allah for forgiveness, and the most perfect is combining
seeking forgiveness with repentance and to say: I ask Allah for forgiveness
and I repent to Him. In Sahih Muslim, as narrated by Aishah Vév, she said:
“The Messenger of Allah = often recited these words: Glory be to Allah
and with His praise, I seek the forgiveness from Allah and repent to Him.”"
He complies with the command of his Lord,
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“So glorify the Praise of your Lord, and ask His forgiveness. Verily, He
is the One Who Ever accepts repentance and Who forgives.’”

Among these forms of seeking forgiveness include what was mentioned
in the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both), who
said: “We counted Messenger’s = saying a hundred times during one
sitting: My Lord! Forgive me and accept my repentance. Indeed, You are
the Oft-Returning and the most Forgiving.”

And among these forms of seeking forgiveness is to say: I seek
forgiveness from Allah the Mighty, Whom there is none worthy of worship
but He, the Ever Living, the Self-Sustaining (the Eternal), and I repent to
Him. Allah’s Messenger = said:

“Whoever says: I seek pardon of Allah the Mighty, Whom there is none

worthy of worship but He, the Living, the Eternal, and I turn to Him in

repentance, Allah will forgive him even if he has fled in time of battle.”

Moreover, among them is the best manner of asking pardon that came
in the hadith of Shaddad ibn Aws - in Sahih al-Bukhari: “The best manner
of asking pardon is to say, “O Allah, You are my Lord. There is no god
but You. You have created me, and I am Your servant. I am committed to
Your covenant and promise as much as I can. I seek refuge in You from
the evil of what I have done. I acknowledge Your blessings upon me, and
I acknowledge my sin, so forgive me, for none forgives sins but You.
Whoever says it during the day, with firm belief in it, and dies on that day
before evening, he will be from the people of Paradise. Whoever says it at
night, with firm belief in it, and dies before morning, he will be from the

Narrated by Muslim No. (484).

Surah An-Nasr (Verse: 3).

Narrated by Abu Dawood No: (1516), and At-Tirmidhi No: (3434), and said: it is Hassan Sahih Gharib.
Narrated by Abu Dawood No: (1517), and At-Tirmidhi No: (3577), and Al-Mundhiri (311/2)
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people of Paradise.”!

Muslims should hold fast to this remembrance of the morning and
evening and repeat it every morning and evening.

Furthermore, one of the forms for asking forgiveness is to ask Allah
the Almighty for forgiveness and say: “O Allah, forgive me.” In the Two
Sahihs, Aishah & reported that the Prophet = often said while bowing and
prostrating himself, “Glory be to You, O Allah, our Lord, and praise be to
You. O Allah, forgive me.”?

Muslims should say this remembrance in every prayer, whether it is
mandatory or voluntary, in bowing after saying: Glory be to My Lord, the
Almighty, and He concludes it by saying: Glory be to You, O Allah, our
Lord, and with Your praise, O Allah, forgive me. Likewise, in prostration,
after he praises Allah, he should say: Glory be to my Lord, the Most High
and conclude the praise of Allah by saying: Glory be to You, O Allah, our
Lord, and praise be to You, O Allah, forgive me.

O Allah, make us among Your righteous servants who ask for forgiveness
before dawn and forgive us and have mercy on us, O Most Merciful, O
Forgiving, and may peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and companions.

Eo

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6306).
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (794), and Muslim No: (484).
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LESSON

Reasons for Attaining

ALLAH'S LOVE

raise be to Allah, the Most High over equals, the King,
Who is the Most Merciful to His slaves, and I testify that

Muhammad is His servant and Messenger who is sent as a
mercy to slaves. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon him,
his family and companions, and those guided by his guidance to the
Day of Calling.

In the Two Sahihs, Abu Hurairah -4 reported that the Messenger of Allah =
said: “If Allah has loved a servant [of His], He calls Gabriel (on whom be
peace) and says: I love so-and-so, therefore love him. He (the Prophet )
said: So, Gabriel loves him. Then he (Gabriel) calls out in heaven, saying:
Allah loves so-and-so, therefore love him. And the inhabitants of heaven
love him. He (the Prophet ) said: Then acceptance is established for him
on carth. And if Allah has abhorred a servant [of His], He calls Gabriel
and says: I abhor so-and-so, therefore abhor him. So, Gabriel abhors him.
Then Gabriel calls out to the inhabitants of heaven: Allah abhors so-and-
so, therefore abhor him. He (the Prophet ) said: So, they abhor him, and
abhorrence is established for him on earth.”!

Acceptance is established on earth for the first so that whoever sees him
or hears of him loves him.

As for the second, abhorrence is established for him on earth so that

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6040), and Muslim No. (2637), and the wording is by Muslim.
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whoever sees him or hears of him hates him.

The hearts are in the Hands of Allah the Almighty; this servant, whom
Allah the Almighty loved, has received the great honor of being loved by
the Lord of the heavens and the earth. Then Gabriel calls out (in heaven)
that Allah loves so-and-so, son of so-and-so by his name, so Gabriel loves
him, then the angels love him. Then acceptance is established for him on
earth.

To obtain the love of Allah the Almighty, there are reasons, and best of
those who mentioned them is Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy
on him).! He mentioned ten reasons that bring the love of Allah, which are:

First, to recite the Qur’an with contemplation and understanding of its
meanings and what is intended by it.

Linking oneself to the Great Qur’an by reciting, listening, and reflecting
on its meanings and understanding them is one of the most significant
reasons a slave attains the love of Allah the Almighty.

Allah, Glory be to Him, said:
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“The believers are only those who, when Allah is mentioned, feel a fear

in their hearts, and when His verses (this Quran) are recited to them,

they (i.e. the Verses) increase their Faith, and thy put their trust in their
Lord (alone).””

The believer’s faith increases by listening to the Qur’an, and his faith
increases by reciting it with contemplation of its meanings.

It is necessary for you, my Muslim brother, to make for yourself a
portion of reciting the Holy Qur’an, in which you recite the words of Allah
with contemplation, and not a day passes without you reciting something
of the words of Allah the Almighty.

Second is to be close to Allah by doing nawafil (voluntary acts of
worship) after the obligatory duties, as Allah the Almighty said in the Holy
Hadith: “And the most beloved thing with which My slave comes nearer

1. See Madarij as-Salikeen (the Travelers Paths) (3/18-19).
2. Surah Al-Anfal (Verse: 2).
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to Me, is what I have enjoined upon him; and My slave keeps on coming
closer to Me through performing Nawafil (voluntary prayers or doing extra
deeds besides what is obligatory) until I love him.”!. So, more and more
nawafil - after preserving the obligatory duties - is one of the reasons for
receiving Allah’s love.

Third is the permanence of the remembrance of Allah, in any case.
Allah the Almighty said:
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“O you who believe! Remember Allah with much remembrance.’”

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

“His share of love is equal to his share of this remembrance.’”

Much remembrance of Allah, glory be to Him, makes the Muslim related
to Allah the Almighty, and his attachment to worldly affairs becomes less.
It would soften the heart, and its cruelty would disappear, bringing love
to the slave. A man came to al-Hasan al-Basri (may Allah have mercy on
him) and said: O Abu Saeed, I do complain to you about the cruelty of my
heart. al-Hasan said:

“Dissolve the hardness of your heart with the abundant remembrance

of Allah the Almighty.

Moreover, the abundant remembrance of Allah, Glory be to Him, brings
tranquility to the servant as He Almighty said:

“Thosewho have believed andwhose hearts finds restin the remembrance

of Allah. Verily, in the remembrance of Allah do hearts find rest.””

This tranquility is hearty happiness that the tongue cannot describe, and
cannot be expressed in words. One of the righteous described this happiness
and said:

“Sometimes, a feeling passes through the heart that I say: “If the people

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6502) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .

Surah Al-Ahzab (Verse: 41).

Madarij Al-Salikeen (The Travelers Paths) (3/18).

Dham Al-Hawa (The Vilification of Desire) (p. 69) in which it is as (melt it by remembrance) and Ahmed

T R S

narrated it in the chapter of Az-Zuhd (asceticism) No: (1510) in the wording (Bring it closer to the
remembrance,” meaning: to the one who remembers.
5. Surah Ar-Ra ‘d: (Verse: 28)
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of Paradise have this happiness, they indeed have a good life.””

Fourth is the preference for the love of Allah the Almighty over what
a man loves. When the love of Allah conflicts with the love of others, he
prefers what Allah the Almighty loves. For example, when you hear the
muezzin calling to prayer at dawn, you will get up from your bed and
perform the dawn prayer with the group in the mosque if you are sincere in
your love. However, if one is not truthful, he will prefer the love of sleep,
comfort, and laziness over the love of Allah the Almighty. Moreover, when
there is a dubious transaction, the one who is sincere in the love of Allah,
Glory be to Him, will leave this transaction even if it has vast profits as
long as it is dubious. Thus, if Allah’s love contradicts the love of others,
you should prefer the love of Allah over the love of others.

Fifth: Contemplating the Names and Attributes of Allah the Almighty
by heart, for whoever knows Allah the Almighty by His Names, Attributes,
and Actions will inevitably love Him.

Sixth: Observing Allah’s, Benevolence, Kindness, and His hidden and
apparent blessings prompts one to love Him because people are bound
to love the one who does good and favors to them. There is no greater
benevolence to man than the Benevolence of Allah, for all the blessings
and bounties are from Allah, Exalted be He. So, Allah the Almighty said:

416 M55 1505 5005
“And whatever of blessings and good things you have, it is from Allah’”
and He said:
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“And if you would count the favors of Allah, never could you be able to
count them.

Seventh: The whole heart is broken before Allah the Almighty. Ibn al-
Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said about this reason: “It is one
of the most amazing reasons, and nothing reveals this meaning other than

1. Madarij Al-Salikeen (The Travelers Paths) (1/452)
2. Surah Al-Nahl (Verse:53).
3. Surah Al-Nahl (Verse: 18).
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through names and expressions.”' This is especially so when a Muslim is
alone with his Lord, and no one sees him, so he throws himself before Allah
with humility and calls his Lord. This is one of the most significant reasons
by which the heart softens and by which the love of Allah is attained.

Eighth: Being alone with Allah the Almighty at the time of the Divine
Descent, invoking Him, reciting the Qur’an, standing wholeheartedly,
being polite with the manners of servitude before Him, and concluding
that with seeking forgiveness and repentance.

When a servant is alone with Allah the Almighty in the last third of the
night and prays what Allah the Almighty has decreed for him to pray, he
concludes that by seeking forgiveness; this is one reason for steadfastness,
verily increasing faith, and obtaining the love of Allah, glory be to Him.

Ninth: Accompanying the sincere lovers of Allah and picking up the
delicacies of the fruits of their words is like selecting the best fruits.
Indeed, the company of the righteous has a significant impact on Muslims.
They find its effect on themselves and their behavior, so sitting with the
righteous, whose councils are full of the remembrance of Allah, increases
the slave’s faith. If it increases his faith, that is one of the reasons for him
to attain the love of Allah the Almighty.

Tenth: Avoiding every reason that prevents the heart from being close to
Allah the Almighty, including attachment to the world, because attachment
to worldly matters leads to heedlessness from the Hereafter and the cruelty
of the heart. So, a Muslim should be careful to avoid every reason that
distracts him from obeying Allah the Almighty

O Lord, awaken us to do good deeds in what is left of the ages and make
us successful in attaining much goodness and make us among those You
have accepted their fasting and have made them happy by Your obedience,
so they prepared themselves for what is to come (the Hereafter) and forgive
us, our parents, and all Muslims. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon
our Prophet Muhammad and his family and companions.

Lo

1. Madarij As-Salikeen (The Travelers Paths) (3/19).
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LESSON

PATIENCE

and its Sections

Glory and Pride, and peace and blessings of Allah be upon
our Prophet Muhammad, the Master of the Prophets, and his
righteous and pious family and companions.

P raise be to Allah, Who is worthy of Praise, Who is Unique in

The Holy Qur’an and the Sunnah texts have indicated the great virtues of
patience. For example, Allah the Almighty commanded it, saying:
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“O you who believe! Endure and be more patient (than your enemy).” !

He also said:
“And be patient. Surely, Allah is with those who are As-Sabirun (the
patient).””
What is meant by Allah being with His servant is the special help that grant
him victory, support, aid, and success.
Allah the Almighty told us that He loves the one characterized by
patience, and He said, Glory be to Him,

%@ dM\ 250

“And Allah loves As-Sabirun (the patzent). 3

1. Surah Al-Imran (Verse: 200).
2. (2) Surah Al-Anfal (Verse: 46).
3. Surah Al-Imran (Verse: 146).
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He, Glory be to Him, explained that the reward of As-Sabirun (the
patient) is limitless and innumerable, and said: Exalted be He:

() Jo o A LT85
“Only those who are patient shall receive the reward in full, without

reckoning.”’

“None is ever given a blessing better and more far-reaching than
patience.’”

This hadith indicates that the greatest gift that Allah the Almighty gives
His slave is patience. So, patience is one of the great blessings and gifts
that a Muslim is given. A person in this life must face difficulties, troubles,
and calamities, so he must have patience, and without patience, his life
turns into wretchedness, fatigue, and misery.

The Prophet = said: “And patience is illumination.” Patience is a light
that illuminates the Muslim’s life; it is a way of life and a school for the
Muslim. Without patience, a person cannot live and lead a reassuring and
happy life.

Patience has many virtues, and its rewards are great. Therefore, some
predecessors said: “We do not know any moral that Allah praised in the
Qur’an and urged Muslims to hold fast to it like patience.” So, it is one of
the noble morals a Muslim should be keen to strengthen.

The scholars divided patience into three sections: patience in obeying
Allah, patience against disobeying Allah, and patience in Allah’s painful
destinies.

Patience in obeying Allah the Almighty means that a Muslim
endures and compels himself to obey the commands of Allah the Almighty.

For example, rising for the Fajr prayer and performing this worship with
the congregation in the mosque is one of the difficult matters for many
people, as Allah the Almighty said:

1. Surah Az-Z’umar (Verse: 37).
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1469), and Muslim No. (1053) from the hadith of Abu Saeed Al-Khudri .
3. Narrated by Muslim No: (223) from the hadith of Abu Malik Al-Ash’ari .
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“And seek help in patience and As-salat (the prayers),; and truly, it is

extremely heavy and hard except for Al-khashi’un (the true believers in
Allah who are humbly submissive to Allah).””

This worship requires the Muslim to be patient until he gets up and wakes
up from his bed and goes to the mosque, and prays with the congregation
in the mosque, and so on for all other acts of obedience.

As for patience against doing the sins that bring Allah’s wrath, many
sins and acts of disobedience agree to the whims of souls, and man may find
pleasure in them. They need a man to be patient against doing sins, such as
the forbidden scenes and backbiting, so he needs to stop seeing forbidden
scenes and stop his tongue and other parts of his body from sinning.

As for patience in Allah’s painful destinies, it is the wisdom of Allah,
Exalted be He, to test His servants with fear and hunger and a loss of
wealth, lives, and fruits.

Allah, Glory be to Him, said: “And certainly, We shall test you with
something of fear, hunger, loss of wealth, lives, and fruits, but give glad
tidings to As-Sabirun (the patient). Who, when afflicted with calamity, say:
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“Truly! To Allah we belong and truly, to Him we shall return. They
are those on whom are the Salawat (i.e. who are blessed and will be
forgiven) from their Lord and (they are those who receive His) Mercy

and it is they who are the guided ones.””

The meaning of patience in a disaster is that a person avoids impatience
and worry, restrains his tongue from complaining and forbidden words,
and refrains himself from forbidden acts, such as cheek slapping, tearing
the clothes, etc.

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 45).
2. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verses: 155-157).
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When a person is aftlicted with a calamity,
he has the following conditions:

The first case is impatience, so he is alarmed when calamity
strikes him and issus forbidden utterances, such as objecting to his fate.
For example, he says: O Lord, what have I done to bring this calamity upon
me? Why do I get this calamity among other people? And so on.

The other forbidden acts include slapping the cheeks, tearing the clothes,
etc. This impatience in word or deed is forbidden and is considered a major
sin.

The Prophet £ said,

“He who slaps his cheeks, tears his clothes, and follows the ways and

traditions of the Days of Ignorance is not one of us.””

The second case is patience, and this means restraining himself from
forbidden words and actions; he keeps himself from speaking a prohibited
word and doing a prohibited act. The ruling of this case is that it is
obligatory. A Muslim must be patient during adversity; it is unnecessary to
be content; he may also be patient and dissatisfied.

The third case is satisfaction, that is, being satisfied with adversity.
No one is granted contentment in times of calamity but those with strong
faith, and the ruling of this case is commendable, according to the most
correct opinion. It is not obligatory because many people cannot reach
this state.

The fourth case is to thank Allah the Almighty. When adversity strikes
a Muslim, he praises and thanks Allah because he sees the despicability of
this world and knows that if he is patient in this adversity and praises and
thanks Allah, Allah the Almighty compensates him with blessings, mercy,
guidance, rewards, and atonements. Therefore, he is satisfied, then he
praises Allah the Almighty and thanks Him.

If the rank of satisfaction is commendable, then the rank of thanking
Allah the Almighty is even more commendable.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (1294), and Muslim No: (103) from the hadith of Abdullah bin Masoud .

2%
]




A~ S 7
e '1'{7‘/4/(%/ o DLocurls

40 Lessons In Ramadan

There is another aspect of patience, which is patience in dealing with
people. When a person deals with people, he will face a disrespectful
class that loves to harm others and dominates them, which is the class
of ignorant people. So, he should be patient with these kinds of people,
not respond to their evil actions with the same, and keep away from their
ignorance.

A Muslim must be patient with himself regarding what he may encounter
from these harsh segments of society and with the harm he may encounter
in his home, either from a wife, a father, a mother, a brother, or a relative.
He must be patient and keep away the ignorant, and if it is possible to meet
evil actions with good ones, this is the fullest and the best thing to do.

O Allah, make us among the patient ones whom You love, grant us
success to what pleases You and spare us the sins that incur Your wrath,
and forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims, and peace and blessings of
Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and his family and companions.
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LESSON

/AKAT AL-FITR

(almsgiving at the end of Ramadan)

raise be to Allah, Who is Unique in Majesty and Eternity,
Greatness and Pride, and peace and blessings of Allah be
upon His Messenger, Muhammad, the most honorable of the

Prophets, and his family and his noble companions.

Your month, Ramadan, is about to leave, and there is only little left of it,
so strive for the remainder of this month and pay attention to what brings
you closer to Allah the Almighty.

Brothers: At the end of this month, Allah the Almighty has ordained
acts of worship that bring you closer to Allah the Almighty as a mercy and
favor from Him. These include Zakat al-Fitr, which the Messenger of Allah
4 made obligatory on Muslims, the young and the old, the male and the
female, and the free and the slave Muslims.

The wisdom of its prescribing is that it is a kindness to the poor and the
needy so that they may share the joy of the Eid (feast) with the rich and that
the Eid day will be a day of joy and pleasure for all.

It is also reparation for the fasting person’s deficiency and defect. In the
month of Ramadan, the fasting person may suffer from a deficiency and
defect, and every disobedience committed by the fasting person decreases
the reward of his fast, so Zakat al-Fitr was prescribed as reparation for this
deficiency and defect.

2
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Moreover, Zakat al-Fitr is thanks to the Grace and Favor of Allah,
Exalted be He, on the fasting person who reached the month of Ramadan
and granted him success in doing what is easy of good deeds.

The Zakat al-Fitr was prescribed by the Messenger of Allah # as food,
as narrated by Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both), who said:
“The Messenger of Allah = enjoined the payment of one Sa’ of dried
dates or one Sa’ of barely as Zakat al-Fitr on the slave and the free,
the male and the female, the young and the old among the Muslims. "’

The food of the Companions at the time of the Prophet & was dried dates,
barley, raisins, and cheese, so these five varieties were the dominant food
at the time of the Prophet .

The scholars said the duty is to pay it from the kind of food people feed
on, which provides most of the country’s sustenance. Therefore, nowadays,
giving Zakat al-Fitr in the form of rice is okay because it sustains people
and is good food.

It should not be paid in cash, but rather it must be given in food according

to the statement of the majority of jurists, because the Prophet & only
ordered that it be given in food, even though there was cash in his time
£, and so that this ritual stands out and is distinguished from the zakat of
money and others.

Therefore, paying it out as food that all people, young and old, and the
general public see makes it a visible ritual in society, unlike when it is paid
out as cash, so there is no difference between it and the zakat of funds.

The amount of Zakat al-Fitr is Sa’ according to the Sa’ of the Prophet
#, and it is equivalent to about two and a quarter kilogram of rice if it is
paid as rice. If a Muslim wants to be cautious and avoid the dispute over its
estimation, he can pay it out as three kilograms, and this is the safest thing,
and intends to give in charity what may exceed the obligation.

As for the time of its obligation, it must be at sunset on the night of Eid,
and it follows from this that if a person dies before sunset on the night of
Eid, Zakat al-Fitr must not be paid on his behalf, and if he dies after sunset
on the night of Eid, even by one minute, the Zakat of al-Fitr must be paid
on his behalf.

Moreover, if a man marries and consummates the marriage with his

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1503), and under No. (984).
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wife before sunset on the night of Eid, he must pay the Zakat al-Fitr on her
behalf; but if it is after sunset on the night of Eid, he does not have to do so.

Also, if he has a newborn before sunset on the night of Eid, Zakat al-
Fitr must be paid on his behalf. If he has this newborn after sunset on the
night of Eid, he does not have to pay Zakat al-Fitr on his behalf. However,
scholars preferred Zakat al-Fitr to be paid on behalf of the fetus in the
womb if it is four months old or more.

As for the time of permissibility, it is permissible to pay Zakat al-Fitr
one or two days before Eid, so, based on that, the first time to pay Zakat
al-Fitr is the sunset of the twenty-eighth day of Ramadan.

The time for Zakat Al-Fitr extends to the Eid prayer, and it is better to
pay it before the prayer on the day of Eid.

However, paying it after the Eid prayer is unacceptable, according to
what Ibn Abbas narrated:
“If anyone pays it before Eid prayer, it will be accepted as Zakat. If

anyone pays it after Eid prayer, that will be accepted as a Sadaqah like
other Sadaqat (charities).””

Those who are entitled to it are the poor and the needy, and it is permissible
to give it to whoever accept it among those who do not seem to be rich.
Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both) used to give it to those
who accept it.

It is permissible to pay several Zakat al-Fitr to one poor person, and it
is acceptable to pay one Zakat al-Fitr to several poor people because the
Prophet i estimated amount to be paid as one Sa’ and did not estimate the
number of the poor.

A Muslim should be keen to give it willingly, and choose the best food,
and not nullify it with reminders of it or injury, as it is one Sa’ per year, so
he should be careful to apply the Sunnah in paying it out.

O Allah, conclude the month of Ramadan for us with Your pleasure, and
save us from Your punishment and the Fire, and bestow on us with Your
grace, mercy, and blessings, and may peace and blessings of Allah be upon
our Prophet Muhammad, his family, and all his companions.

1. Narrated by Abu Dawood No: (1609), Ibn Majah No. (1827), al-Hakim No. (1488) said: “This is an
authentic hadith on the condition of Al-Bukhari; but they did not narrate it,” and ad-Dhahabi approved it.
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LESSON

The Virtues of

REPENTANCE

raise be to Allah, Whose Great Clemency covered the sins
and Who has conferred multitudes of favors on His servants,

and peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet

Muhammad, the best of mankind, and his family and honorable
companions.

Perfection in humans is impossible, as they are not like the angels who
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“disobey not (from executing) the Command they receive from Allah,
but do that which they are commanded,

and if Allah had wanted, He would have made them like angels. Still, Allah
the Almighty created them in this characteristic; there will be error and
negligence from them, and they seek forgiveness from a Forgiving and
Merciful Lord, so He forgives them. The Prophet (peace and blessings be
upon him) said:
“By the One in Whose Hand my soul is, if you were not to commit sins,
Allah would sweep you out of existence and He would replace (vou

with) those people who would commit sins and then seek forgiveness
from Allah; and Allah would have pardoned them.

1. Surah At-Tahrim (Verse: 6).
2. Narrated by Muslim No. (2749) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah ..




~ Y
Neckluces off Learts 40 Lessons In Ramadan

Allah calls His servants to His Paradise and His forgiveness:
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“But Allah invites (vou) to Paradise and Forgiveness by His Leave.”"

He calls you to forgive your sins.
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“He calls you that He may forgive you of your sins and give you respite
for a term appointed.””

Allah the Almighty said in the Holy Hadith:

“O My servants, you commit sins by day and by night, and I forgive all
sins, so seek forgiveness from Me and I shall forgive you.’”

And he calls His servants every night when the last third of the night
remains:

“Is there anyone to invoke Me, so that I may respond to his invocation?

Is there anyone to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request? Is there

anyone seeking my forgiveness, so that I may forgive him? "

Blessed is he who knows that he has a Lord, Most Merciful, Oft-Forgiving,
Most Generous, Who accepts the repentance of penitents and accepts the
misdeeds of the defaulters when they come to Him sincerely and truthfully.

Allah the Almighty has told us that He loves those who repent among
His servants:
6 CAIA o2 LAY
“Truly, Allah loves those who turn to Him in repentance and loves those
who purify themselves.”

Allah loves those whenever they fall into sin; repent to Him. So, in the
Two Sahihs, Abu Hurairah % reported that the Prophet = said, “A servant
[of Allah’s] committed a sin and said: O Allah, forgive me my sin. And He
(Glorified and Exalted be He) said: My slave has committed a sin and has

Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 221).

Surah Ibrahim (Verse: 10).

Narrated by Muslim No. (2577) from the hadith of Abu Dharr ..
Al-Bukhari No. (7494) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 222).
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known that he has a Lord who forgives sins and punishes for them. Then
he sinned again and said: O Lord, forgive me my sin. And He (Glorified
and Exalted be He) said:
My servant has committed a sin and has known that he has a Lord who
forgives sins and punishes for them. Then he sinned again and said: O
Lord! Forgive me my sin. And He (Glorified and Exalted be He) said.:
My servant has committed a sin and has known that he has a Lord who
forgives sins and punishes for sins. I therefore have forgiven My slave
(his sin), he can do whatever he likes.”
If a servant falls into sin and repents to Allah, fulfilling the conditions of
repentance, Allah will accept his repentance as long as he is sincere in his
repentance. Still, if he commits a sin again in a moment of weakness and
then repents sincerely, Allah will accept his repentance. No matter how
many times sins and repentance are repeated, Allah accepts his repentance
as long as he fulfills its conditions. The best thing for a slave, if he falls into
sin, is to perform ablution, then pray two raka’ahs, ask forgiveness from
Allah, and repent to Him. The Prophet : said:
“When a servant (of Allah) commits a sin, he performs ablution well,
and then stands and pray two raka’ahs, and seeks Allah’s forgiveness,
except that Allah will forgive him.”

Three conditions are required for the validity of repentance:
1- Quitting sin, the repentance of someone who continues to fall into sin
is invalid.

2- Regretting what he did, and it came in the hadith: “Regret is
repentance.”

Regret indicates sincerity in repentance.

3- Determining not to return to the sin again; if he repents and is
determined to return to the sin, his repentance is invalid because he is not
sincere.

If the sin is related to a human right, a fourth condition is

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (7507), and Muslim No. (2758) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah -

2. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (1521) and At-Tirmidhi No. (406), and al-Hafez al-Dhahabi said in the
Tadhkirat Al-Hufaaz (1/14): “Its chain of transmission is good.”

3. Narrated by Ahmed No. (3568), and Ibn Majah No. (4252) from the hadith of Ibn Mas’ud . It was
authenticated by Ibn Habban in his Sahih No: (612) and Ibn Hajar said it is a good (hasan) hadith in Fath
al-Bari (13/471)
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added: the restitution of the right to its owner if he can;
otherwise, he should ask for forgiveness.

Allah the Almighty rejoices in the repentance of His servant when he
repents to Him with great joy. The Prophet = described this joy: “Allah
is more pleased with the repentance of His servant as he turns towards
Him for repentance than this than one amongst you is upon a camel in a
waterless desert and he lost it, and there is upon (that camel) his provision
of food and drink. He despaired of finding it. So, he went to a tree and laid
down in its shade, having despaired finding his camel. While he was like
that, he saw it standing before him. he took hold of its nose-string and then
out of boundless joy he said: “O Lord! you are my servant and I am your
Lord. He commits this mistake out of extreme joy.”!

Imam Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

“What joy is equal to this joy? Had there been a greater joy in existence

than this joy, the Prophet = would have set it as a similitude. However,

the joy of Allah the Almighty over the repentance of His servant when he

repents to Him is greater than this man's joy in recovering his camel.””

This is the Divine Generosity of this Benevolent and Munificent Lord.
This great joy from the Lord, Glory be to Him, over the repentance of
His servant indicates the Great Mercy of Allah to His servants, His love
for forgiveness, His Great Bounty, Generosity, and Benevolence to His
servants. Otherwise, Allah the Almighty is Self-Sufficient and does not
need His servants; however, due to His Great Benevolence for His servants
and His love for forgiveness, He rejoices over his servants’ repentance, and
this is the great joy that the Prophet described.

O Lord, forgive us and accept our repentance, for You are the
Compassionate, the Merciful. O Lord, forgive us for our past and present
sins, for the sins we do secretly and publicly, and for what You know better
than us. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad,
his family, and his companions.

1. Narrated by Muslim No. (2747) from the hadith of Anas bin Malik .
2. Tareeq Al-Hijratain and Bab As-Saadatain (the Road of the Two Hijra and the Gate of the Two Happy
Lives (P. 234).
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LESSON

Farewell to

RAMADAN

raise be to Allah, Who decreed annihilation for the people of
P this world, and He, the Unique One in Permanence, Whose

Dominion is not affected by disappearance or decline, and
peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet Muhammad and
his family and good companions.

Yesterday, we were receiving this blessed month, and here we are saying
farewell to it; how quickly the nights and days pass, and so does age. The
happy one who uses his time in what benefits him in the home of the
Hereafter and what brings him closer to his Lord, the Almighty. The real
life is the life in the home of the Hereafter (Paradise). Allah the Almighty
says: “On that Day, will man remember, but how will that remembrance
(then) avail him? He will say:

/ //,)} '/,////
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LOr"!
“Alas! If only I had sent ahead [good deeds] for my life [in the
Hereafter].””,

and He the Almighty says:

}/// l/
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1. Surah Al-Fajr (Verses: 23-24).
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“Verily, the home of the Hereafter - that is the [eternal] life indeed if
they but knew.””

This month’s departure is approaching, and it is a witness for or against
us for the deeds we have done in it. Whoever has done good deeds, let
him praise Allah and have good tidings of reward. Allah shall not make
the reward of those who do good deeds in the most perfect manner to be
lost. Whoever has done evil deeds, let him repent to his Lord sincerely, for
Allah accepts the repentance of those who repent.

A Muslim should continue what he used to do of good deeds during
Ramadan. Some people strive to worship in the month of Ramadan. But
they leave this diligence when Ramadan ends and returns to the negligence
they were doing before Ramadan. One of the predecessors was asked about
people who do not know Allah except in Ramadan. He said: “How bad
are the people who do not know Allah except in Ramadan.” The Lord of
Ramadan is the Lord of Shawwal and the Lord of the rest of the months.
If the month of Ramadan is over, the believer’s work does not end before
death. Allah the Almighty said:

P v

“And worship your Lord until there comes to you the certainty [i.e.,
death].””

If the fasting of Ramadan is over, then the days of fasting are open
throughout the year, except for the two days of Eid and the three days
of Tashreeq following Eid al-Adha. Also, the voluntary fasting includes
fasting six days of Shawwal. Abu Ayyub al-Ansari % reported that the
Prophet = said:

“Whoever observed the fast of Ramadan and then followed it with six
days in Shawwal, it would be as if he fasted perpetually.’”

It also includes fasting three days from each month. Abu Hurairah -
reported:

’

“My friend, [i.e., the Prophet ], recommended me to do three things,’

1. Surah Al-Ankabut (Verse: 64).
2. Surah Al-Hijr (Verse: (99)
3. Narrated by Muslim No. (1164).
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and he mentioned among them “fasting three days each month.”’

Moreover, it includes fasting on Monday. The Prophet = was asked
about fasting on Monday, whereupon he said:

“It is the day on which I was born and the day on which I was

commissioned (with prophethood) or the day on which revelation was

sent was sent to me.””

He was asked about fasting on the day of Arafah (9" of Dhul-Hijja),
whereupon he said: It expiates (the sins) of the preceding year and the
coming year.” He was asked about fasting on the Day of Ashura (10™ of
Muharram), whereupon he said:

“It expiates (the sins) of the preceding year.””

He was asked: which fast is better after Ramadan? He said:

“The most excellent fast after (fasting) in the month of Ramadan is the
fast in God's month al-Muharram.”*

If standing in prayer during Ramadan has passed, standing at night is
lawful all nights of the year. In the Two Sahihs, Abu Hurairah - reported
that the Messenger of Allah = said:

“Our Lord, the Exalted, comes every night down on the nearest heaven

to us when the last third of the night remains, saying: “Is there anyone

to invoke Me, so that I may respond to his invocation? Is there anyone

to ask Me, so that I may grant him his request? Is there anyone seeking

my forgiveness, so that I may forgive him? ">

The regular nawafil after the obligatory prayers are twelve raka’ahs:
four raka’ahs before Dhur (noon prayer) and two raka’ahs after it, two
raka’ahs after maghrib (sunset), two raka’ahs after ‘isha, and two raka’ahs
before fajr (dawn prayer). Umm Habibah % said: “I heard the Prophet
(peace be upon him) say:

“There is no Muslim slave who prays twelve raka’ahs to Allah the Most

High every day voluntarily other than the obligatory prayers, except

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (1178), and Muslim No. (721)

Narrated by Muslim No: (1162) from the hadith of Abu Qatadah Al-Ansari .
Ibid

Narrated by Muslim No. (1163) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (1145), and Muslim No: (758).
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that Allah will build a house for him in Paradise.””

Thus, this applies to the rest of the good deeds that a Muslim is accustomed
to in Ramadan, so the Muslim must continue to do them after Ramadan.

At the end of this month, the Muslim should ask Allah the Almighty to
accept his good deeds.

Even though the righteous among the predecessors of this Muslim
nation did great good deeds, they were afraid that their deeds would not be
accepted. It was narrated that Ali Ibn Abi Talib « used to say on the last
night of Ramadan:

“Would that we know whose deeds were accepted so that we would
congratulate him, and who was deprived of reward so that we would

console him.””

At the end of the month, the fasting person should frequently repent
and ask for forgiveness, with which righteous deeds conclude. Umar ibn
Abdal-’Aziz (may Allah have mercy on him) wrote to the different regions
of the Islamic State, ordering them to end the month of Ramadan by asking
forgiveness and giving zakat al-Fitr.?

The absolute takbeer (saying Allahu Akbar) time starts at sunset on
Eid night until the Eid prayer. This is more confirmed than the takbeer on
the night of Eid al-Adha and the tenth of Dhul-Hajah because Allah the
Almighty mentioned it in His Noble Book. He said,

p /‘a:, Coe, Ao _ P S o0 Su s -
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“And to glorify Allah for that [to] which He has guided you; and
perhaps you will be grateful. "

One of the appropriate times to perform this ritual is between the call to
prayer and the igama (the ritual before starting prayer).

The Muslim must be keen on the Eid prayer, which is community
obligatory. He must wear his best clothes and adorn himself with it. The

Narrated by Muslim No. (728)
Lataif al-Maarif (p. 210).
Lataif al-Maarif (p. 214).
Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 185)
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Prophet = was keen to look beautiful and wear his best clothes on the two
Eid. The Sunnah is to eat an odd number of dates before going to the Eid
prayer, and go to the Eid prayer from one way and return to his home from
another, as mentioned by the Prophet .

O Allah, conclude the month of Ramadan for us with Your pleasure,
and bestow on us Your Bounty and Benevolence, and grant us the pleasure
to enjoy Ramadan for many years to come while we are obedient to You,
and make us among those who fasted and stood in prayer in faith and in the
hope of Your forgiveness and save us from the Fire. Praise be to Allah, by
Whose grace good deeds are completed.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No: (986)
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LESSON

The Importance of Paying Attention
to Achieve Monotheism and the

PURITY OF FAITH

raise be to Allah, Who is the Owner of Generosity and Graces.
PMay Allah’s Peace and Blessings be upon His Messenger,

Muhammad, the Owner of the Praiseworthy Place and Lake
Fount (Al-Hawd), and his family and companions:

The most important duties and tasks are the devotion to Allah the Almighty
and the achievement of monotheism for which Allah sent the Messengers
and revealed the Scriptures. It is the most significant right of Allah enjoined
on His servants. Allah said:

£ XN S EH SR 55 3
“And I (Allah) created not the jinn and mankind except that they should
worship Me (Alone).”!

The Almighty also said:
£1) oWV GV G i V) J 25 o G 0 KL TS
“And We sent not any Messenger before you (O Muhammad) but We

revealed to him saying: “None has the right to be worshipped but I, so
worship Me (Alone).’”

This verse indicates that the wisdom behind sending the messengers is the

1. Surah Ad-Dhariyat (Verse: 56).
2. Surah Al-Anbiya (Verse: 25).

T4
]




Nictlaces off Phrts 40 Lessons In Ramadan

achievement of monotheism and to sincerely worship Allah. Islam is the
origin of the Prophets’ religion even though their Sharia (laws) differed.

It was narrated that Mu’adh ibn Jabal £ said: “While I was a companion
rider with the Prophet =, he said: “O Mu’adh!” I replied: “Labbiak wa
Sa’daik (here I am responding to you and at your pleasure).

Then he repeated this call three times, and then said: “Do you know
what Allah’s Right upon His slaves is? It is that they should worship
Him (Alone) and should not join partners in worship with Him.” Then he
continued his journey for a while and said: “O Mu’adh!” I said: “Labbiak
wa Sa’daik (here I am responding to you and at your pleasure).” He said:
“Do you know what the right of (Allah’s) slaves upon Allah is, if they do
so (worship Him Alone and join none in His worship)? It is that He will
not punish them.”!

When we contemplate the conditions of the previous nations to whom
Allah sent the prophets and messengers, we find that they knew that Allah
the Almighty is the Creator, the Provider, and the Ruler of this universe,
as the Almighty said: “And if you ask them who created them, they will
surely say:

Y R T W A O R A v
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“Allah.” How then are they turned away (from the worship of Allah,
Who created them?

Allah the Almighty said:
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“Say (O Muhammad): “Who provides for you from the sky and the
earth? Or who owns hearing and sight? and who brings out the living
from the dead and brings out the dead from the living? and who disposes
the affairs?” They will say: “Allah.” Say: “Will you not then be afraid

of Allah's punishment (for setting up rivals in worship with Allah)? "

But these nations had a deviation in doctrine, so, Allah the Almighty sent

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6267), and Muslim, No. (30).
2. Surah Az-Zukhruf (Verse: (87).
3. Surah Yunus (Verse: (31).
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the Messengers and revealed the Scriptures to correct their doctrines and
rid them of the impurities of polytheism.

One of these deviations is that these nations took idols and statues and
approached them with types of worship. They believed that these mediators
would intercede for them with Allah the Almighty, as Allah the Almighty
said:

f/: s F2L Lo LARLr G 2R G 0 7 A AR 2o
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“And they worship beside Allah things that harm them not, nor benefit
them, and they say: “These are our intercessors with Allah.””

He said:

4 A ) TNy A A5 esssh 0 LIS \_)’,\S\)%@

“And those who take Auhya (protectors, helpers, lords, gods) besides
Him (say): “We worship them only that they may bring us near to
Allah.””

So, Allah sent the Messengers and they showed them that it is not permissible
to take these mediators and that there are no mediators between Allah and
His servants.

Nowadays, in some countries, the manifestations of the same greater
Shirk (polytheism) are seen. However, people have replaced being closer to
idols with types of worship by being closer to the occupants of graves. Some
of them go around the graves and ask their occupants for help, fulfillment
of needs, and relief from adversities. Moreover, they make these graves as
mediators between them and Allah the Almighty, and this is the greatest
type of polytheism. Some of them go to magicians and sorcerers, or the
oracles and astrologers and thus fall into the polytheism of slaughtering
sacrifices to deities other than Allah and so on, which contradicts the origin
of monotheism.

Allah the Almighty has warned us against polytheism and said:
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1. Surah Yunus (Verse: (18)
Surah Az-Z umar (Verse: 3)
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“Verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship) with Allah, then Allah
has forbidden Paradise to him, and Fire will be his abode.”"
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“Verily, Allah forgives not that partners should be set up with Him (in
worship), but He forgives except that (anything else) to whom He wills;
and whoever sets up partners with Allah (in worship), he has indeed

invented a tremendous sin.””,

M AT L“,, Y S s 2 LA,
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“And (remember) when Lugman said to his son while he was advising
him: “O my son! Join not in worship others with Allah. Verily, joining

others in worship with Allah is a great Zulm (wrong) indeed.

And Jabir bin Abdullah 4 said: I heard the Messenger of Allah (may
Allah’s peace and blessings be upon him) say:
“He who dies without associating anyone with Allah would (necessarily)

enter Paradise, and he who dies associating anything with Allah would
enter the (Fire of) Hell.

So, whoever dies on monotheism will end up in Paradise. Even if he
enters the fire and is tortured in it, he will not be immortalized in it but will
come out of it and enter Paradise with the mercy of the Compassionate, the
Most Merciful.

This is the doctrine of the Sunni community, which states that the people
who committed great sins among the people of monotheism will not be
immortalized in the Fire.

Therefore, a true monotheist is on the straight path and will end up in a
good position, as Allah the Almighty said in the Holy Hadith:

“Hewho meets Me in a state that his sins fill the earth, but not associating
anything with Me, I would meet him with the same (vastness) of pardon

Surah Al-Ma’idah (Verse: 72).
Surah An-Nisa (Verse: 48).
Surah Lugman (Verse: 13).
Narrated by Muslim No. (93).
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(on My behalf).””

But the misfortune is that whoever falls into polytheism, Allah has
forbidden him to enter Paradise, as Allah the Almighty said:
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“Verily, whosoever sets up partners (in worship) with Allah, then Allah
has forbidden Paradise to him, and Fire will be his abode.’”

O Allah, protect us against polytheism, what was apparent of it and what
was hidden, and grant us success in achieving monotheism as much as You
like and satisfied, and make things easy for us and avoid hardship for us,
and may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, his
family, and companions.

1. Narrated by Muslim No. (2687) from the hadith of Abu Dharr .
2. Surah Al-Ma’idah (Verse: 72).
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LESSON

The Fruits of

AL-IHSAN

(Benevolence)

is Unique in Creation and Founding, and may Allah’s peace

and blessings be upon the best servant, Muhammad, and
upon his family and companions and those who are guided by his
guidance until the Day of Resurrection:

P raise be to Allah, the Almighty, the Generous, the King Who

One of the things that Allah commanded His servants to do, and He said
that He loves those who are characterized by it, is benevolence; Allah the
Almighty said:

§ 1 ooy G 2ialg e
“Verily, Allah enjoins Al-Adl (justice) and Al-Thsan (benevolence).””
He said:

§ (0 Ge s IIE2TT 0%
“Truly, Allah loves Al-Muhsineen (the good-doers). .
The Almighty’s saying:
R P RPN
“And verily, Allah loves Al-Muhsineen (the good-doers) ">,

1. Surah An-Nahl (Verse: (90).
2. Surah Al-Bagarah (Verse: (195).
3. Surah Al-Imran (Verse: 134).
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was repeated five times in the great Qur’an. This indicates the virtue of Al-
Ihsan (benevolence) and its great position in Islam, and the Muslim should
be keen to adhere to it so that he is one of A/-Muhsineen (the good-doers)
whom Allah the Almighty said that he loves.

Benevolence is in the worship of Allah and in dealing with His creation.
As for benevolence in the worship of Allah: It came in Gabriel’s long
hadith, and it came in it that Gabriel said: What is Thsan (benevolence)?
The Prophet = said:

“Ihsan (benevolence) is to worship Allah as if you could see Him. If you

do not see Him, then He sees you.”"

He mentioned two ranks of Thsan in the worship of Allah:

The first rank is request and beseeching, which is to worship Allah
as if you see Him. So, the servant invokes the observation of Allah
the Almighty and that Allah sees what he is doing. When he stands up
to prayer, for example, he strives to humble himself in prayer, as if he
considers Allah the Almighty before him. Thus, he evokes, at the time of
bowing submission to Allah, and evokes at the time of prostration that he
prostrated himself in reverence, submission, and humbleness to the Lord,
may His Glory be Exalted.

The second rank is the rank of fear and escape, which is below the
first rank; that is, if you are unable to worship Allah as if you see Him,
then worship Him like someone who is afraid of Him. So, you worship
Allah the Almighty while you are evoking that Allah the Almighty sees
you and knows what you are doing. Therefore, you are ashamed of Allah’s
looking at you, so if you are about to commit a sin, you remember that
Allah the Almighty sees you, and then you stop committing it in fear of
Allah the Almighty. Some of the predecessors said: “Do not make Allah the
Almighty the easiest to watch over you.”

One of the most significant reasons for the lack of reverence in prayer
or the weakness of such reverence is the absence of these meanings from
the worshiper’s mind. Otherwise, the worshiper who prays is as if he sees
Allah the Almighty before him and invokes the great place of monologue
before the Lord of the worlds will be humbled in his prayers.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (4777), and Muslim No. (9) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah ..
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As for benevolence to people, the Muslim should accustom himself to
giving and offering to others with all that he can, i.e. helping others through
his knowledge, money, social status, and body.

Benevolence is assured to those in need, such as orphans, the poor, and
widows. The Prophet = says:

“The one who strives to help the widows and the poor is like Al-

Mujahid (the warrior) who fights for the Cause of Allah, as the one who

stands up (for prayer) without rest and as the one who observes fasting

continuously !

, and the Prophet = said, regarding the sponsorship of orphans:

“I and the one who looks after an orphan and provides for him, will be
in Paradise like this,” putting his middle and index fingers together.’

Aishah & narrated: A poor woman came to me carrying her two daughters.
I gave her three date fruits. She gave a date fruit to each of them. Then she
took up one date fruit and brought it to her mouth to eat, but her daughters
also asked about it. She then divided the date fruit that she intended to eat
between them. This (kind) treatment of her impressed me, and [ mentioned
that to the Messenger of Allah £, who said:

“Verily, Allah has assured Jannah (Paradise) for her, because of (this

act) of her, or He has rescued her from Hell- Fire”’

How great is the Generosity of Allah the Almighty and His Benevolence to
His servants, because of a date fruit that this poor woman gave generously
to her two daughters, with which Allah the Almighty has assured Paradise
for her.

Benevolence 1is also confirmed concerning the debtors whose
accumulation of debts has plagued them. They have been put in prisons and
cut off from their children and families, run out of tricks, and are extremely
distressed, and perhaps some of them remain in detention for many years.
How great is the reward of the one who is kind to them and caused their
debts to be paid off by himself, social status or intercession, and returns
this poor father to his children and his family? And what is greater than that
is that the creditor himself is good to this insolvent person, so he forgives

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6007), and Muslim No. (2982) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6005) from the hadith of Sahl bin Saad
3. Narrated by Muslim No. (2630).




Ny o
Neckluces off Learts 40 Lessons In Ramadan

him and drops the debts that he owes him, seeking the reward from Allah
the Almighty.
Abu Masoud al-Badri <4 narrated that the Messenger of Allah = and said:
“A man among those before you was called to account (by Allah on the
Day of Judgment) and no good was found in his account except that
he used to mix with the people and was rich. He would command his

servants to be lenient with the insolvent. So, Allah, Mighty and Sublime
is He, said: ‘We have more right to that than him, so overlook (his

Sfaults). !

Moreover, benevolence is confirmed concerning those over whom
a man has authority, including servants, workers, drivers, and the like.
Some people despise them and deal with them with rudeness, harshness,
and bad manners, and perhaps they deny their rights. Allah may inflict
misfortune and catastrophes on such people because of their injustice and
mistreatment of them. If Allah the Almighty has recommended benevolence
to the Mamluks (the slaves) who are bought and sold! How about those free
Muslims who have been driven by poverty and the need to work for you!

Allah, the Almighty, says concerning goodness to the Mamluks:
“Worship Allah and join none with Him (in worship), and do good to
parents,” to His saying:

4 () B2l 5 s

“And those (slaves) whom your right hands possess.” ’

Whoever denies a worker his wages, Allah, the Almighty, will be his
opponent on the Day of Resurrection. The Prophet = says:
“Allah has said: 1 will be against three persons on the Day of
Resurrection,” and He mentioned among them, “a man who employs
a laborer and gets the full work done by him but does not pay him his
wages. "
Benevolence has many aspects. These aspects include benevolence in
words, actions, and money.

1. Narrated by Muslim No. (1561).
2. Surah Al-Nisa (Verse: 32)
3, Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (2227) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
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Benevolence in words: is that a man chooses the best words. Allah the
Almighty said:

s - 7 24 S Sk B 0% AT oS S - -,
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“And say My slaves (i.e. the true believers) that they should (only) say
those words that are the best. (Because) Shaitan (Satan) verily, sows a
state of conflict and disagreement among them. !

So, a person should accustom his tongue to only speaking good words to
all people, and this is confirmed concerning whoever has a right to it, as
parents, for Allah the Almighty said:
o s ~ Zo o % 2.
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“But address them in terms of honor.””

Benevolence in actions: is that a man treats people the same way
he likes to be treated, just as he likes to be treated with honor and

respect, so he treats them the same.

Benevolence in money: it is by helping those in need, including the
poor, the destitute, widows, and so on. One of the forms of benevolence in
the month of Ramadan is providing Iftar for the fasting people, so whoever
pays the value of Iftar is a benefactor, and whoever does the service and
supervision of Iftar tables is a benefactor.

O Allah, make us among the doers of good whom You love and who
agree with what You love and guide us to what satisfies You of words and
deeds, and forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims. May Allah’s peace and
blessings be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, his family, and companions.

Eo

1. Surah Al-Israa (Verse: 53).
2. Surah Al-Israa (Verse: 23).
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LESSON

FRUITS OF PIETY

raise be to Allah, Who made piety the way to the salvation
P of the worlds; and recommended it to the ancients and the
latecomers, and told them that He loves His righteous servants.
Peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, the
Imam of the righteous, and his family and his righteous companions.

Piety is Allah’s commandment for the ancients and the latecomers, Allah
the Almighty said:

%[@ Al ”\u\(,{”” 5 on SIS 50 €225 56T

“And verily We recommended to the people of the Scripture before you,
and to you (O Muslims) that you (all) fear Allah.’”

It is one of the first things that the Messengers of Allah called their people
to adhere, as Allah the Almighty mentioned about His Messengers:

%@ o}a:\/l/g:}}.\ V_LJ\;_: %@
“When their brother Nuh (Noah) said to them: “Will you not fear Allah
and obey Him? "

8%@ ujazgiz(:;} ‘:LJB 3 %@
“When their brother Hud said to them: “Will you not fear Allah (and
obey Him)?

1. Surah An-Nisa (Verse:131).
2. Surah An-Shu’ara ‘(Verse: 106).
Surah An-Shu’ara ‘(Verse: 124).

[98)
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“When their brother Lut (Lot) said to them: “Will you not fear Allah
(and obey Him)? "

§ N A5y

“When Shuaib said to them: “Will you not fear Allah (and obey
Him)? "

Allah commanded His Prophet to fear Him, and He, Glory be to Him, said:

& () Exaa 0ty 5,k A5, 4 1 5001 (el

“O Prophet (Muhammad)! Keep your duty to Allah, and obey not the

disbelievers and the hypocrites.””

The Prophet = used to recommend to his companions in his addresses and
sermons that they should fear Allah the Almighty.

Piety is repeated many times in the Holy Quran until it was said: Allah
the Almighty did not repeat the command to do anything as He repeated
the command to piety.

And you are, my brother in Allah, hardly a day passes without the
command to fear Allah the Almighty reaching your ears, in reciting the Holy
Quran, reading the Prophet’s Sunnah, in a Friday sermon, or something
else. There is no doubt that the recurrence of this matter, the care of Allah
the Exalted for it, and the Messengers’ agreement on calling their people to
it — requires that the Muslim pause and contemplate it, recognize its virtue,
and the qualities of the pious people so that he may be one of the winning
pious.

The meaning of piety is that a Muslim should place between himself
and what he fears of Allah the Most High’s wrath, anger, and punishment
a protection by obeying His commands, and avoiding His prohibitions, out
of desire for reward and fear of punishment.

The servant of Allah needs to be pious at all times and everywhere.

1. Surah Ahs-Shu’ara ‘(Verse: 161).
2. Surah Ash-Shu’ara ‘(Verse: (177)

3. Surah Al-Ahzab (Verse:1)
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That is why the Prophet = said to Muadh <, and to every believer, man or

woman: “Fear Allah wherever you are.”!

The fear of Allah is placed in the heart, as the Prophet = said:
“The piety is here! While saying so he pointed towards his chest.””

but its effect appears on actions of the Muslim. This shows the error of
those who thought that fear of Allah, the Most Exalted, is the feeling
inherent in the heart, which does not interfere with the Muslim’s
actions. Thus, you find that the person who holds this misconception
falls short in obedience and falls into types of evil-doing. Then, when
it is said to him: You should fear Allah, he says: Piety is here, and he
points to his chest. This is a word of truth with which falsehood is
meant. The impact of what is in the heart must be shown in the actions,
as it is said: “Every vessel exudes what is in it.” Whoever has piety in
his heart, its effect will inevitably appear on his actions regarding his
worship of Allah the Almighty, his character traits, his behavior, and
his dealings with others.

When the fear of Allah, Glory be to Him, dwells in the hearts, and is
reflected in words, deeds, and conditions, it will bear fruit and bring many
virtues, benefits, and fruits by which the world and the Hereafter will be
improved. The most prominent fruits of piety include the following:

1.  The slave attains the love of Allah the Almighty through it, as the
Almighty said:

§ ) g1 22405
“Surely, Allah loves Al-Muttageen (the pious who fear Him). >

2.  Attaining the pleasure of Allah and His Paradise, as the Almighty
said:

K I S o KT ) S 35
£ () 55 2K G T
“Thus Allah reward Al-Muttageen (the pious who fear Him).

1. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (1987) and stated: It is an authentic hadith.
2. Narrated by Muslim No. (2564) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah <.
Surah At-Tawbah (Verse: 4).

[98)
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Those whose lives the angels take while they are in pious state
(i.e. pure from all evils, and worshipping none but Allah Alone)
saying (to them): Salamun Alaikum (Peace be upon you) enter
Paradise, because of that (the good) which you used to do (in the
world).”!

3. Itisoneofthe greatest causes for forgiveness of sins and improvement
of good deeds, as Allah the Almighty said:

KPS SRS ] yf’;é 85 LT 0 G e
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“O you who believe! Keep your duty to Allah and fear Him, and

speak (always) the truth. He will direct you to do righteous good

deeds and will forgive you your sins. And whosoever obeys Allah

and His Messenger, he has indeed achieved a great achievement

(i.e. he will be saved from the Hell-fire and will be admitted to
Paradise).’

4.  That the people of piety are the friends of Allah the Almighty, as the
Almighty said:

>
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“No doubt! Verily, the Auliya’ of Allah [i.e. those who believe in
the Oneness of Allah and fear Allah much (abstain from all kinds
of sins and evil deeds which he has forbidden), and love Allah
much (perform all kinds of good deeds which He has ordained)],
no fear shall come upon them nor shall they grieve. Those who
believed (in the Oneness of Allah), and used to fear Allah much (by
abstaining from evil deeds and sins and by doing righteous deeds).
For them are glad tidings, in the life of the present world (i.e.
through a righteous dream seen by the person himself or shown to
others), and in the Hereafter. No change can there be in the Words

1. Surah An-Nahl (Verses: 31-32).
2. Surah Al-Ahzab (Verses: 70-71).
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of Allah. This is indeed the supreme success.”’

Allah the Almighty has informed us that they have the glad tidings in
the worldly life and in the Hereafter: In the Hereafter: what is meant is
Paradise in which the dwellers find whatever the souls desire and whatever
delights the eyes. As for the glad tidings in worldly life, it includes many
things such as a good reputation and the love of people. The Prophet =
was asked: “Tell us about a person who does good deeds and people praise
him. He said:

“That is the glad tidings for a believer (which he receives in this life). "’

So, among the immediate glad tidings for the believer is that Allah the
Almighty places the love of this believer in the hearts of people, and he
gains their respect and reverence.

Moreover, among the immediate glad tidings for the believer is the good
dream that the believer sees, or that is shown to him.

Furthermore, among the immediate glad tidings for the believer is the
easiness of his affairs and the provision of his livelihood will be provided
to him from where he does not expect.

5. Piety is the scale of dignity with Allah, as the Almighty said:
- 1 PP A R /;} Lo s L PO 1
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“Verily, the most honorable of you with Allah is that (believer) who
has At-Tagwa [i.e. he is one of the Al-Muttageen (the pious)]. "

So, the scale of dignity is neither lineage descent, nor money, but
rather piety. Abu Hurairah & narrated: It was asked:

“O Messenger of Allah! Who is the most honorable amongst the
people?” He # said: “The most pious amongst them.*

6. Piety leads to abundance in sustenance, for Allah the Almighty

Surah Younis (Verses: 62-64).

Narrated by Muslim No. (2642) from the hadith of Abu Dharr .
Surah Al-Hujurat (Verse:13).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (3353), and Muslim No. (2378)

T R S
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provides sustenance for the pious from where he does not expect, as
the Almighty said:

§ (LN 2 (O CE AL H &

“And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make
a way for him to get out (from every difficulty). And He will provide
him from (sources) he could never imagine.”’

7. Allah the Almighty blesses the pious in his sustenance, and sends

down blessings upon him from the heaven and the earth, as Allah
the Almighty said:

%@u@) ’Bc-u\un i) //r‘,j.;w’// ’/"\;i‘,a.a\;gﬁj_ﬁj\d.h 333%
“And if only the people of the towns had believed and had Tagqwa
(piety), certainly, We should have opened [i.e., bestowed] upon them
blessings from the heaven and the earth.’”

8. Piety is a reason to facilitate complicated matters and relieve

suffering, as Allah the Almighty:

O EALH E 5
“And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make

23

a way for him to get out (from every difficulty).

;,}

§ (A A A W2 & o
“And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make

his matters easy for him ™.

Finally, fasting is prescribed for piety, as Allah the Almighty said:

A sos, L7 .1/ s A 2 v o , o . % 2Z
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“O you who believe! Observing As-Saum (the fasting) is prescribed for

AW N =

Surah AT-Talaq (Verses: 2-3).
Surah Al-A’raf (Verse: 96).
Surah AT-Talaq (Verse: 2).
Surah AT-Talaq (Verse: 4).
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you as it was prescribed for those before you,” then He explained to

us the wisdom behind the obligation of fasting and said, “that you may
become Al-Muttaqun (the pious) .

Our Lord the Most Exalted showed us that He decreed fasting to achieve
piety among His servants.

O Lord, make us among Your pious servants and help us be obedient
to You and help us to remember You, be thankful to You, and be good in
Your worship. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet,
Muhammad, and his family and all his companions.

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 183).
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Reasons for Persistence in

RIGHTEOUSNESS

P raise be to Allah, Lord of the Worlds, and the good end is for

LESSON

the righteous, and peace and blessings of Allah be upon our

Prophet, Muhammad, His Messenger and Servant, who was
sent as a mercy to the worlds, and upon his family and companions,
the good and pure people.

We hear about people who were on the side of goodness, uprightness,
righteousness. When you see them, you like their character, conditions,
and righteousness. Then you are surprised when you see after a while that
their conditions have changed, that they have joined those who fell off the
path of righteousness. So, what is the reason for these people’s relapse,
and how their conditions have changed? It is sedition, for a man may be
tempted and thus turn away from the path of goodness and righteousness.

We live in a time in which sedition of all kinds has multiplied: sedition
of lusts, and sedition of suspicious matters. The Prophet = told us in many
hadiths about sedition and that one of the signs of the Hour (the Day of
Resurrection) is the emergence of seditions. So, this topic is extremely
significant and Muslims should know the truth of these seditions and the
ways to prevent them.

The most prominent reasons for persistence in righteousness are:

1. Reading the Holy Quran and contemplating its meanings: Allah
the Almighty said in the description of the sincere believers:

<o o A s
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“And when His Verses (this Quran) are recited to them, they (i.e. the
Verses) increase their Faith.”

Ibn al-Qayyim (may Allah have mercy on him) said:

“Nothing is more beneficial to the slave in his life and the hereafter,
and closer to his salvation than contemplating the Quran, prolonging
meditation, focusing his thought on the meanings of its Verses. This is
because reading the Qur’an shows the slave the features of good and
evil in their fullness as well as their ways, causes, ends, fruits, and the
fate of their people.”” .

2. Attachment to good companionship: a person is naturally affected
by his companions those around him. So, if a person chooses good
companions, he will inevitably be affected by their goodness, and if
he sits with evil companions, he will inevitably be affected by them. It
is said that any human being is affected by the five companions he sits
with the most. The Prophet % gave us an example of the righteous and
bad companion when he said:

“The example of a good pious companion and an evil one is that of
a person carrying musk and another blowing a pair of bellows. The
one who is carrying the musk will either give you some perfume as a
present, or you will buy some from him, or you will get a good smell
from him. But the one who is blowing a pair of bellows will either burn
your clothes or you will get a bad smell from him.”’
3. What was mentioned in the hadith of the Prophet %2, when he
said: “Be mindful of Allah (Commandments of Allah), He will protect
you.”* To be watchful of Allah the Almighty is to obey Him and avoid
His disobedience, that is, to be true in adherence to His religion. So,
whoever is true to Allah and committed to His commandments, Allah
the Almighty saves him in his religious and worldly affairs. Preserving
religion is more honorable than preserving worldly life. Preserving one’s
religion means that Allah the Almighty keeps him steadfast and protects
him from sedition. Therefore, most of those who fall into sedition have

T R S
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Surah Al-Anfal (Verse: 2).

Madarij Assalikeen (the Travelers’ Paths) (2/84).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (5534), and Muslim No. (2628) from the hadith of Abu Musa .

Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (2516) and stated that it is an authentic hadith from the hadith of Ibn Abbas
(may Allah be pleased with them both).
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a defect in their commitment to the teachings of religion. Otherwise,
if they were truthful with their Lord, Allah would have preserved their
religion and protected them from sedition.

4. Frequent remembrance of Allah: The Almighty said:

-~

“O you who believed! Remember Allah with much remembrance”’,

and the Prophet ‘= said, in the hadith narrated by Abu Musa: “The
example of the one who remembers his Lord and one who does not
remember his Lord, is like that of the living and the dead.” The frequent
remembrance of Allah makes the slave associated with his Lord, his
attachment to material life decreases, and this helps him to stand firm
on integrity.

5. Supplication: The Muslim should pray to Allah to keep him steadfast
in his religion and say: “O Changer of the Hearts! Strengthen my heart
in Your Religion. O Allah! controller of the hearts, direct my hearts to
your obedience. O Allah! Keep me firm with the firm word, in worldly
life and the Hereafter. My Lord, let not my heart deviate after You
have guided me and grant me from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the
Bestower.” The Muslim should also seek refuge with Allah to protect
him from seditions. the Prophet = said: “Seek refuge with Allah from
turmoil and its visible and invisible aspects.”

The human being remains weak and may unconsciously fall into
sedition. He may fall into a state of weakness, so he falls into sedi-
tion unconsciously. Therefore, Muslims must pray to Allah the Al-
mighty, ask Him for steadfastness, and protect him from sedition.

6. Not to be exposed to sedition, and to stay away from it and its causes,
the Prophet = said: “There will be afflictions (shortly) during which a
sitting person will be better than a standing one, and the standing one
will be better than a walking one, and the walking one will be better
than a running one, and whoever will look towards those afflictions,

W N ==

Surah Al-Ahzab (Verse: 41).
Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (6407).
Narrated by Muslim No. (2867) from the hadith of Zaid bin Thabit -
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they will overtake him, and whoever will find refuge or a shelter, should
take refuge in it.”! i.e., whoever exposes himself to it falls into it.

He = said: “Let him he who hears of the Dajjal (Antichrist), go far from
him.”? It means whoever has heard of the Dajjal, should keep away from
him, this is the origin of staying away from sedition. So, Muslims should
not expose themselves to sedition, and not look forward to it.

7. Standing up for the night prayer, the night prayer is the spiritual
power for the Muslim where he prays to his Lord, and asks for His
forgiveness. So, maintaining night prayer is one of the greatest reasons
for steadfastness.

“Our Lord, let not our hearts deviate after You have guided us and grant us
from Yourself mercy. Indeed, You are the Bestower. O Allah keep us with
the firm word, in worldly life and the Hereafter. May peace and blessings
of Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, his family, and companions.

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (3601) and Muslim No. (2886) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah ..
2. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (4319), and Al-Hakim in his book “Al-Mustadrak”: (513/4) and said that
this is an authentic hadith according to Muslim, and they did not narrate it.
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LESSON

Muslim Women in

RAMADAN

raise be to Allah, the Great and Most High, Who made women
the sisters of men, and peace and blessings of Allah be upon
our Prophet, Muhammad, his best family and companions.

Indeed, Islam has honored women and protected their rights. In the pre-
Islamic era, women were vulgar and despised, and they were deprived
of their inheritance. So, Allah cherished them with the religion of Islam.
He made her the mother whose children must be dutiful and good to her.
Moreover, He made her the daughter, sister, paternal aunt, maternal aunt
whose relatives must be good and charitable to her, and the wife whose
husband must be on good terms with her and treat her well. The older the
woman gets, the greater the respect of the Muslim community has for her.
One may notice the status of the old woman at religious festivals and how
she is the center of great enthusiasm from her children, grandchildren, and
relatives.

Women are the sisters of men, and the basic principle is that they are
obligated to worship in the same manner as men except for what the evidence
has specified. So, the prayer that Allah the Almighty has prescribed is
assigned to men and women, as well as Zakat, fasting, pilgrimages, and
other acts of worship.

The woman shares with the man the details of the rulings of fasting.
However, she is treated differently from the man by the necessity of

161




Nechlaces %/%(""A 40 Lessons In Ramadan

breaking the fast when menstrual or puerperal blood comes out. Whenever
a woman sees menstrual or puerperal blood, her fast is invalid, whether it
comes out at the beginning of the day or the end, even if it is just before
sunset. But if she senses the blood moving but it does not come out until
after sunset, her fasting is valid.

The breastfeeding woman and the pregnant woman are permitted to
break their fasting during the day of Ramadan if they need to. If they break
their fasting, they have to make up for the days when they were not fasting,
and they do not need to feed the poor according to the preponderant saying
for Allah the Almighty said:
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“And whoever is ill or on a journey, the same number [of days which
one did not observe Saum (fast) must be made up] from other days.”’

This is the choice of Sheikh Abdulaziz Ibn Baz?, and Sheikh Muhammad
bin Uthaymeen® (.

Taraweeh prayer is lawful for women like men, and women’s prayers in
their homes are better. The Prophet = said:

“Their homes are better for them (for praying).”*

However, if a woman is active in her prayers in the mosque more than
her prayers in the house, her prayers in the mosque are better, and it is not
for her husband to prevent her from praying in the mosque because the
Prophet £ said:

“Do not prevent the female slaves of Allah from praying in Allah's

Mosques.’”

A woman must be careful to dress modestly in a veil that does not show
her charms and the woman’s beauty is in her hijab (the veil), covering, and
chastity. Therefore, when a woman is praised, it is said that so-and-so is a

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 185).

2. See: The Collection of the Fatwas of Ibn Baz (15/223, 227)

3. See: The Collection of the Fatwas and Messages of bin ‘Uthaymeen (19/159-160)

4. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (567) from the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be pleased with them both).
Ibn Khuzaymah authenticated it in his Sahih No. (1684), and An-Nawawi in the (Gist of Judgments) No.
(2351).

5. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (900), and Muslim No. (442) from the hadith of Ibn ‘Umar (may Allah be
pleased with them both).
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woman keen on the hijab, and when her defects are mentioned, it is said
that so-and-so is lenient in the hijab.

The Islamic Sharia has taken great care of the issue of women’s hijab.
When Allah authorized the elderly women to put aside their outer garments,
He stipulated that they shouldn’t be dressed in adornment. He said:

w}}, f.o/’/ ;/, o
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“And as for women past chlld-bearmg who do not expect wed-lock, it is

no sin on them if they discard their (outer) clothing in such a way as not

to show their adornment. But to refrain (i.e. not to discard their outer

clothing) is better for them.”"

So, if this is the case with the old women who have no desire for marriage,
and yet Allah has stipulated that they should not be adorned with adornment
when they put aside their outer garments, and yet our Lord said: “But to
modestly refrain [from that] is better for them.”

A Muslim woman should remember that the hijab is an act of worship
that brings her closer to her Lord, not just a habit.

Among the issues related to women in the month of Ramadan:
Women are busy most of their time in preparing food, and with good
intentions, they are rewarded for that. Nevertheless, while they are busy
preparing food, they should make use of this time in the remembrance of
Allah the Almighty.

So, they occupy themselves with praise and glorification of Allah the
Almighty, especially in Ramadan. If they do so, they will have the reward
of the remembrance of Allah, and the reward of taking care of the affairs of
their husbands and children.

Moreover, among the issues related to women in Ramadan is that ifa
woman goes into menstruation or childbirth, she should not stop performing
acts of worship that are not forbidden to her. A woman who is menstruating
during Ramadan is like a woman who is not menstruating, except that
she does not pray and does not fast. So, she should busy herself with the

1. Surah An-Nur (Verse: 60)
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remembrance of Allah, such as the praise, exaltation, and glorification of
Allah and saying the blessings of Allah be upon the Prophet, supplication,
and reading the Qur’an as well. Menstruating women are not prohibited
from reading the Qur’an according to the preponderant saying, but they
are not allowed to touch the Qur’an except from behind something, like
gloves.

O Allah, bless our wives and make them among the righteous and
obedient, and bless our children and age, and forgive us, our parents, and
all Muslims.

May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, his
family, and all his Companions.
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LESSON

The Importance of

PRAYER

and its Great Status in Islam

of Islam and promised those who observe it the great and

full reward and peace and blessings of Allah be upon the
best of people, prophet Muhammad, and his family and honorable
companions.

P raise be to Allah, Who made prayer the pillar of the religion

The pillar of the religion of Islam and the most confirmed pillar - after the
two testimonies — is prayer. It is the first thing for which the slave is to be
held accountable from his deeds on the Day of Resurrection. So, if it is
performed correctly and constantly, all his deeds will be accepted; if it is
invalid (not performed), all his deeds will be invalidated.

Prayer is the most beloved of the deeds to Allah the Almighty. In the Two
Sahihs of Bukhari and Muslim, Ibn Masoud 4 said: I asked the Prophet :::
“Which deed is the dearest to Allah? He replied:

“Performing As-Salat (the prayer) at its earliest fixed time. "

It is the connection between the servant and his Lord. So, whoever severs
this connection and does not kneel to Allah a single raka’ah on Friday or in
congregational prayer has departed from the circle of Islam.

Allah the Almighty said:

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (527), and Muslim No. (85).
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“Then, there has succeeded them a posterity who have given up As-
Salat (the prayers) [i.e. made their Salat (prayers) to be lost, either by
not offering them or by not offering them perfectly or by not offering
them in their proper fixed times] and have followed lusts. So, they will
be thrown in Hell. Except those who repent and believe (in the Oneness
of Allah and His Messenger Muhammad) and work righteousness.”’

You can contemplate the words of Allah: “Who believe,” which indicates
that whoever abandons prayer is not a believer.

The Prophet = said:

“The covenant between us and them is the Salat (prayer),; so, whoever
abandons it, he has committed Kufr (disbelief).

and said:

“Between a man and polytheism and disbelief is the abandonment of
Salat (prayer).””

The venerable follower (who followed the footsteps of the Prophet’s
companions) Abdullah ibn Shaqiq quoted from the Prophet’s companions
4 that they did not consider any action, if abandoned, to be disbelief other
than prayer.* Ishaq ibn Rahawiyah narrated the consensus from the time
of the Prophet’s companions to his time that the abandonment of prayer is
disbelief.’

Whoever looks at the meticulousness of Sharia with this worship will
not be surprised when it is said: Whoever abandons prayer altogether has
disbelieved and has departed from the circle of Islam. Moreover, whoever
prays sometimes and abandons prayer sometimes, he is not treated as a
disbeliever in the preponderant saying of the scholars, but he is one of the
heedless whom Allah the Almighty has threatened with His saying:

1. Surah Maryam (Verses: 59-60).

2. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (2621), An-Nasa’i No. (463), and Ibn Majah No. (1079) from the Hadith of
Buraydah 2 At-Tirmidhi said: “It is a good and authentic hadith”, and it was authenticated by Ibn Habban
in his Sahih No. (1454), and Al-Hakim in Al-Mustadrak No. (11).

3. Narrated by Muslim No. (82) from the hadith of Jabir .

4. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (2622).

See: Glorifying the Status of Prayer (2/929).

W
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“So woe to those performers of Salat (prayers) (hypocrites), Those who
delay their Salat (prayers from their stated fixed times).””

The care of the Sharia for this great worship emanates from the fact that it
was first enjoined in heaven. So, our Prophet (peace and blessing of Allah
be upon him) was taken on the night journey from the Sacred Mosque to
the Al-Agsa Mosque and brought to heaven until he exceeded the seventh
heaven and reached Sidrat Al-Muntaha (Lote Tree of the Utmost Boundary
where Paradise is). Allah enjoined upon him and his umma (nation) this great
worship. When Allah enjoined it upon him and his nation, He enjoined fifty
prayers a day and a night. And from Allah’s mercy on this Muslim nation,
He assigned Prophet Moses £ to ask our Prophet =, ‘What has your Lord
imposed upon your nation?’ He (our Prophet) said: “Fifty prayers a day
and a night”” Moses said: “I have tested people before you, and I have tried
my level best with Bani Israel, the children of Israel (in vain). Your nation
cannot bear that (fifty prayers a day and a night), go back to your Lord and
ask for reduction to lessen your nation’s burden.

This is a mercy from Allah on this Muslim nation, and it was great advice
from Prophet Moses 45 to our Prophet #. So, our Prophet = returned to the
Lord the Almighty and asked Him to reduce the prayers for his nation, and
the Lord reduced ten prayers. Then he continued to return to his Lord asking
for a reduction until they became five prayers daily. Moses =8 said: “Go
back to your Lord and ask for reduction to lessen your nation’s burden.”
Our Prophet = said: I asked my Lord until I felt shy, but I am satisfied and
submit (to Allah’s Final Order).” When I passed, a caller called out: “I have
decreed My obligation, and I have reduced the burden on My slaves, and I
shall reward a single good deed as if it were ten good deeds.”?

It is five prayers in action and fifty prayers in reward. So, the reduction
is in the action and not in the reward. The reward of these five prayers that
we pray is the reward of fifty prayers, then comes the multiplication, the
good deed is multiplied tenfold up to many times.

Look at the great attention given to this act of worship, which manifests
itself in the following aspects:

1. Surah Al-Ma’un (Verses: 4-5).
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (3207, 3887) from the hadith of Malik bin Sa’sa’a .
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The first aspect is that when it was enjoined, Allah enjoined it directly
on our Prophet Muhammad %, while Allah enjoins the rest of the decrees
of Islam on our Prophet = through Gabriel.

The second aspect is that when it was enjoined, it was enjoined fifty
prayers a day. Fifty prayers in twenty-four hours takes a great deal of time
from a person to perform, but this indicates the love of Allah the Almighty
for this type of worship.

The third aspect is that it was enjoined in that lofty place, which is the
highest place that humans have reached.

The fourth aspect: when it was reduced, the reduction was in action,
and it was not reduced in reward.

The companions were very keen on prayer, because they knew its great
importance and status in Islam to the extent that if one of them got sick
and was excused in leaving the congregational prayer, he would be brought
swaying between two men until he was set up in the row of prayer as Ibn
Masoud - said: “I have seen the time when no one stayed behind except
a hypocrite, who was well-known for his hypocrisy, whereas a man would
be brought swaying (on account of weakness) between two men till he
was set up in a row (in the mosque).”!, Glory be to Allah! A sick man,
who cannot walk and come to the mosque, yet insists on coming to the
mosque, and he is swaying out of weakness between two men, that is, he is
supported on his right and his left until he is set up in the row, to attend the
congregational prayer in the mosque.

When “Umar ibn al-Khattab -4 was stabbed, the companions did not
interrupt the prayer, rather “Umar £ took the hand of Abd ar-Rahman ibn
‘Auf #2 made him move forward, and he completed a short prayer with
them as the replacement imam of the companions.?

“Umar ibn al-Khattab £ said:

“There is no blessing in Islam for anyone who abandons the prayer.””

He £ used to write to his workers and say:

“The most important matter in my sight is prayer. Whoever preserves

1. Narrated by Muslim No. (654).
2. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (3700).
Narrated by Malik No. (51).

[98)
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it and observes it carefully has preserved his religion, and whoever is
negligent about it will be even more negligent about other things.””

Satan is the observer of man. First, he is keen to ease matter of the prayer
for him until he leaves it. If he leaves it, he has rested from him. Then if he
does not leave it, he is keen to ease the matter of the congregational prayer
in the mosque, so the one who prays slows down or abandons some of the
congregational prayers; such as the morning prayer. If Satan is unable to
do so, then he eases for him the matter of going early to prayer until he
delays it, and then if he is unable to do so, he starts to whisper to him until
he becomes confused in his prayers and is not humble in it.

The main reason for treating prayer as an easy matter, and from which
the rest of the reasons branch out, is a lack of interest in it, otherwise, if
prayer is the greatest interest of a man, he will preserve it. However, when
prayer is not of great importance in the life of a man, and makes it on the
sidelines, if he has time he prays, otherwise he will not pray or pray after
the exit of its time. Such person will not preserve prayer, find it burdensome
and approach it with laziness. Nevertheless, you may find this person very
keen on worldly matters. He does delay his job and he is keen on the means
of livelihood, but when you meditate on his reality with regard to prayer,
you find that he has great negligence regarding prayer.

O Lord, make us the preservers of prayer, and from our descendants,
our Lord, accept our prayer, and forgive us, our parents, and all living
and dead Muslims. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet
Muhammad, his family, and all his companions.

s

1. Narrated by Malik No. (6).
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LESSON

The Story of

THE CREATION
OF MAN

raise be to Allah, the Most Gracious, Who created man and
P taught him eloquence. May peace and blessings of Allah be

upon His Messenger, Muhammad, his family, and companions
who are bearers of knowledge and the Qur’an.

One of the topics repeatedly mentioned in the Holy Quran is the
beginning of the creation of man. Allah the Almighty mentioned it,
specifically and generally in many verses in the Holy Quran. When Allah
the Almighty, wanted to create man, He told His angels about it, as the
Almighty said: “And (remember) when your Lord said to the angels:
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“Verily, I am going to place (mankind) generation after generation
on earth.” They said: “Will You place therein those who will make
mischief and shed blood, while we glorify You with praises and thanks

and sanctify You?” He [Allah] said: “Indeed, I know that which you do
not know.””

And when Allah created our father, Adam, He wanted to show his honor

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 30).
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and grace to the angels by two things:

The first thing: Allah the Almighty taught Him the names of everything,
and then He presented them to the angels: (And He taught Adam the names
of all things, and then He showed them to the angels: “And He taught

Adam all the names (of everything). Then He showed them to the angels
and said:

<48”
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“Tell Me the names of these if you are truthful. They (angels) said:

“Glorified are You, we have no knowledge except what You have taught
us. Verily, it is You, the All-Knower, the All-Wise.”"!

So, Allah the Almighty showed the honor of our father Adam in the most
honorable capacity in man, which is knowledge.

The second thing: Allah the Almighty ordered the angels to prostrate
to Adam in honor of him: “And (remember) when We said to the angels:

{8 B ity
“Prostrate yourselves before Adam and they prostrated.’”

So, the angels prostrated to him, and Satan was arrogant and said:

2l 35, o
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“I am better than him (Adam). You created me from fire, and him You
created from clay.””

Satan disobeyed his Lord, so, Allah the Almighty cursed him and expelled
him from His mercy, as Allah the Almighty said:

£ ol 5 QA aE 5
“And verily, My Curse is on you till the Day of Recompense.*

Then, Allah the Almighty created from Adam his wife Eve, from one of his
ribs, and Allah the Almighty commanded them to dwell in Paradise and to

1. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verses: 31-32).
2. Surah Al-Baqgarah (Verse: 34).

3. Surah Al-A’raf (Verse: 12).

4. Surah Sad (Verse: 78).
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eat of the things therein abundantly wherever they wished:
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“And eat both of you freely with pleasure and delight, of things therein
as wherever you will, but come not near this tree or you both will be of

i2)

the Zalimin (wrongdoers).

He (Allah) told them that Satan is an enemy to them:
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“Verily this is an enemy to you and to your wife. So, let him not get you
both out of Paradise, so that you will be distressed.””
Even with this warning from Allah the Almighty to them, Satan came to
them maliciously and cunningly and used weak point of man, which is
greed and said:
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“Your Lord did not forbid you this tree save that you should become

angels or become of the immortals.

He did not suffice with this but swore to them by Allah Glory be to Him
that he is one of their sincere advisors and said:

{16 DomsB5060 0256

“And he (Satan) swore by Allah to them both (saying): “Verily, I am one
of the sincere well-wishers for you both.”*
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“So, he misled them with deception,’”

i.e., he deceived them, so they ate from the tree, and when they ate from it,
the garment of Paradise flew away from them, as Allah the Exalted said:

£ () G EE TRANGREL 3
“And when they tasted of the tree, that which was hidden from them of

Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 35).
Surah Taha (Verse: 117).
Surah Al-A’raf (Verse: 20).
Surah Al-A’raf (Verse:21).
Surah Al-A’raf (Verse: 22).
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their shame (private parts) became manifest to them, "’

and His saying: “became manifest” means: their private parts became
apparent to them. The private parts are called ‘awrah’ because it is terrible
for a man to reveal them by his innate nature.

When their private parts were revealed, they were horrified:

4 () £355 00 Ll oG GiLS 3
“And they began to cover themselves with the leaves of Paradise (in
order to cover their shame).’”

That is, they began to take from the leaves of Paradise and hide their
private parts. They knew that this evil curse, Satan, had deluded them, so
they cried in regret and did not know how to repent. So, Adam received
from his Lord the words that he and Eve were to say, so Allah the Almighty
accepted their repentance. These words are:
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“Our Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and
bestow not upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.””
They started to say them and repeat them, so Allah forgave them.

Therefore, the best words that the repentant says are these words: “Our
Lord! We have wronged ourselves. If You forgive us not, and bestow not
upon us Your Mercy, we shall certainly be of the losers.”

Allah forgave Adam and Eve, but Satan was cursed and expelled because
he did not seek repentance in the first place. He only promised Adam and
asked Allah to delay him to delude Adam and his children because he sees
that they are the cause of his curse and expulsion.

Then Allah, in His great wisdom, said:
:% L-.«* \_,L..:h\ L:\s%e
“We said: Get down all of you from this place (Paradise). ™
The speech is addressed to Adam, Eve, and Satan. Allah the Almighty

1. Ibid.

2. Surah Al-A’raf (Verse: 22).
3. Surah Al-A’raf (Verse 23).

4. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 38).
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chose this planet, the Earth, and prepared it before that for the habitation
of the children of Adam. So, Allah the Almighty brought our father Adam
and our mother Eve down to the earth along with Satan, and then after that,
mankind reproduced.

This is the story of the beginning of creation, which Allah the Almighty
showed us in His Noble Book in the clearest statement, so we should take
lessons from it, including:

Satan’s old hostility to man: Satan is an enemy of man, who does not
want good for him but wants to tempt and delude him to enter the Fire with
him.

Satan has cunning and malicious methods towards the son of Adam:
He does not come directly to entrap him in disobedience, but comes to him
in cunning ways, looks at his weaknesses, and seduces him through them.
For this reason, Allah Glory be to Him said:
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“Surely, Satan is an enemy to you, so, take (treat) him as an enemy. He

only invites his Hizb (followers) that they may become the dwellers of
the blazing Fire.”!

Not everyone who claims to be an advisor is really so: Satan swore
by Allah to Adam and Eve that he was one of the sincere advisors to them.

*  Whoever comes to Allah with repentance, Allah forgives him, no
matter what the sin was: When Adam and Eve ate from the tree,
they repented to Allah, and Allah forgave them.

* The bad omen of disobedience: Adam and his wife were blessed in
Paradise with kinds of bliss. Once they fell into sin by eating from
the tree, the garment of Paradise flew away from them, and their
private parts were revealed, and they started to cover them with the
leaves of Paradise.

O our Lord, protect us from the accursed Satan, and help us in Your
remembrance, thanksgiving, and the best of Your worship, and may peace
and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, and his family
and all his companions.

1. Surah Fatir (Verse: 6).

7
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LESSON

Wei hmg the Deeds on the Day of

RESURRECTION

raise be to Allah, the Creator of the earth and the heavens,
P the Knower of secrets and hidden things. He encompassed

everything in knowledge. He knows what is [presently]
before them and what will be after them; they are not a thing of
His knowledge. May peace and blessings of Allah be upon His
Messenger Muhammad, his family, and his companions.

Allah the Almighty says:
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“And We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection,
then none will be dealt with unjustly in anything. And if there be the
weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it forth. And sufficient are We
to take account.”’

Our Lord Almighty tells us in this Verse about the scale by which the deeds
of worshipers are weighed on the Day of Resurrection, and He said: “And
We shall set up balances of justice on the Day of Resurrection;” that is,
We place the scales of justice on the Day of Resurrection, and it is a very
accurate scale that weighs every small and large thing.

If people today know that the most accurate scales of the world are the
scales of gold, then the scale of the Day of Resurrection is more accurate
than this. It weighs the weight of a grain of mustard seed, and if the weight

1. Surah Al-Anbiya (Verse: 47).
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of a grain of mustard seed is the weight of a grain of mustard seed. “And if
there be the weight of a mustard seed, We will bring it forth. And sufficient
are We to take account.” It weighs the weight of an atom.
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“So, whosoever does good equal to the weight of an atom (or a small

ant) shall see it. And whosoever does evil equal to the weight of an atom
(or a small ant) shall see it.”’

The Sunnah has shown that the balance of deeds has two sensitive
scales, where good deeds are put on one scale, and bad deeds are
put on the other scale, and then weighed. If the scale of good deeds
is heavy even with one good deed, the person will be of the people
of Paradise, and if the balance of bad deeds is heavier even with
one bad deed, then that person will be among the people of the
Fire, unless Allah forgives him, as He Glory be to Him said:
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“So as for those whose scale (of good deeds) will be heavy, they will
be the successful (by entering Paradise). And as for those whose scale
will be light, they are those who will lose themselves (by entering Hell)
because they denied and rejected Our Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses,

signs, lessons, etc.””

Glory be to Him said:
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“Then as for him whose balance (of good deeds) will be heavy, he will
live a pleasant life (in Paradise). But as for him whose balance (of good

1. Surah Al-Zalzalah (Verses: 7-8).
Surah Al-A’raf (Verse: 8-9).

>

75
]




7 7
NechTaces %,%Yﬂ'// 40 Lessons In Ramadan

deeds) will be light, he will have his in Hawiyah (pit, i.e. Hell). And
what will make you know what it is? (It is) a fiercely blazing Fire! ™"

My Muslim brother, when performing any act of obedience, you should
consider that it will be compared to your good deeds, and on the other
hand, every sin you commit will be compared to your bad deeds.

This evocation encourages Muslims to do more acts of obedience. Every
day, he is keen to add more good deeds to the scale of good deeds to make
them heavy, making Muslims stop doing sins. So, Muslims are eager not to
add evil deeds, sins, and bad deeds that make the scale of evil deeds heavy.

Whoever his good deeds outweigh his evil deeds is the successful one.
The rank of this success will be according to his deeds; thus, he will be
in the highest or lowest ranks of Paradise or somewhere in between. If
the weight of the bad deeds prevails, then he is the loser, and this loss
likewise will be according to his deeds; either he is in the lowest depth
(grade) of the Fire, or he is one of the least tormented people of the Fire,
or somewhere in between.

People are divided into the following
sections at the Weight of deeds:

*  People whose good deeds prevail will be in Paradise.

* People whose evil deeds prevail are worthy of the torment of the
Fire, except that Allah forgives whomever He wills among them.

*  People whose good deeds and evil deeds are equal, so the good deeds
do not exceed the bad ones even by one good deed, and the evil
deeds do not exceed the good ones even by one evil deed, are the
people of the ‘Al-A’raf (the heights). They will be in a high, elevated
place where they see Fire and Paradise. They will stay in that place
whatever Allah wills, and in the end, they will enter Paradise with
the mercy of the Most Merciful. This is from the complete justice
of Allah the Almighty: They are not equal to the people of Paradise
whose scale of good deeds is heavier in entering Paradise. Rather,
they will be delayed in entering Paradise after them, as Allah the
Almighty mentioned their situation in Surah Al-A’raf.

1. Surah Al-Qari’ah (Verses: 6-11).
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The weight of deeds with this extreme accuracy indicates the great
justice of Allah the Almighty.

In the Hereafter, everyone sees that everything depends on what he has
done in this world. He sees the full justice of Allah the Almighty, as He
Glory be to Him, said:
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“This Day shall every person be recompensed for what he earned. This

Day no injustice (shall be done to anybody). Truly, Allah is Swift in
reckoning.”’

The abode of the Hereafter is the abode of Recompense. It is the abode of
Absolute Justice.

The abode of the world is not an abode of Justice, but rather, the unjust
and the oppressed live in it because it is not the abode of Recompense.

Good deeds vary in scale, making them heavy. The most significant
things that make the scales of the slave heavy on the Day of Resurrection
are the following:

- Pure Monotheism: Abdullah bin Amr bin Al-Aas (may Allah be
pleased with them both) narrated that the Messenger of Allah £ said:
“Indeed Allah will distinguish a man from my nation before all of
creation on the Day of Resurrection, and ninety-nine scrolls will be
spread out for him, each scroll is as far as the eye can see. Then Allah
will say: “Do you deny anything of this?” “Have My recording Scribes
been unfair to you?” He will say: “No, O Lord.” He will say: “Do you
have an excuse?” He will say: “No, O Lord.” So, He will say: “Rather
you have a good deed with Us, so shall not be wronged this Day.” Then
card would be brought out on which is written: Ash-hadu an la ilaha
illallah wa anna Muhammadan ‘abduhu wa rasul-uhu (I testify that none
has the right to be worshipped but Allah, and that Muhammad is His
slave and Messenger). He will say:

“O Lord! What good is this card compared with these scrolls?” He

will say: “You shall not be wronged.” Then He said: The scrolls will be

placed on one pan of the Balance (the scale) and the card on the other

(pan). The scrolls will go up (i.e., be light) and the card will go down

1. Surah Ghafir (Verse: 17).
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(i.e. be heavy), nothing will be as heavy as the Name of Allah.

So, look at the great importance of monotheism, that it is one of the
greatest things that will weigh heavily on the scale of the servant on the
Day of Resurrection.

- Good Character: Abi Ad-Darda’ « narrated that the Messenger of
Allah £ said: “Nothing is heavier on the believer’s Scale on the day of
Judgment than good character.” The reason why good character is one of
the heaviest things on the scale is that it is accompanied by many good
deeds such as greeting people with peace, good treatment, stopping harming
people, and preserving the rights of Muslims and so on.

- The Remembrance of Allah: It is one of the things that are
heavy on the scale, especially praise and thanksgiving. Abu Hurairah -
narrated that the Prophet = said: “(There are) two words which are dear
to the Most Merciful (Allah) and very light (easy) for the tongue (to say),
but very heavy in weight in the Balance and they are : “Subhan-Allahi wa
bihamdihi, Subhan-Allahil-Azim [Glory be to Allah and praise be to Him,
Glory be to Allah the Almighty.””

Abu Malik al-Ash’ari «: narrated that the Prophet #= said: “Purity is
half of iman (faith), ‘Al-hamdu lillah (all praise and gratitude is for Allah
Alone) fills the scale, and ‘Subhan-Allah (Glory be to Allah) and ‘Al-
hamdulillah (all praise and gratitude is for Allah Alone) fill up what is
between the heavens and the earth.”

O Lord, weigh our scales with righteous deeds, whiten our faces, admit
us to Paradise, save us from the Fire, and forgive us, our parents, and all
living and dead Muslims, O Lord of the worlds. May peace and blessings
of Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, and his family and all his
companions.

1. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (2639), Ibn Majah No. (4300), and Ahmed No. (6994), At-Tirmidhi said: It
is a good and authentic hadith. It was authenticated by Ibn Habban in his Sahih No. (225) and al-Hakim
in Al-Mustadrak No. (9).

2. Narrated by Abu Dawood No. (4799), At-Tirmidhi No. (2002), and Ahmed No. (27496) in the same
wording, At-Tirmidhi said: It is a good and authentic hadith.

3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (7563), and by Muslim No. (2694).

4. Narrated by Muslim No. (223).
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LESSON

The Description of

PARADISE

raise be to Allah, Who made Paradise for His believing
P servants a dwelling place and varied for them good deeds so

that they may take from them to those Gardens as a habitat,
and may Allah’s peace and blessings be upon His Messenger and his
family and companions.

One of the greatest methods the Holy Quran uses to call people to the
fulfillment of servitude to Allah the Almighty is the method of exhortation
and intimidation, which has been linked to two great abodes: the ultimate
end of humanity, namely, Paradise and Hell.

In this lesson, we will discuss the descriptions of Paradise, and, Allah
willing, we will discuss the descriptions of Hellfire in an upcoming lesson.

Paradise, and what it contains of bliss, pleasure, and joy, cannot be
described by the prescribers, and by Allah, it is worthy of the workers
to work for it, and that competitors compete to attain it and that a man
perishes his life in quest of it. This is because the bliss therein is such that
the human mind cannot envisage and imagine. Allah the Almighty, says:

‘%@] e J:KL.: ';J/; J\:\ 0;9&’;#&&‘ bﬁ;(ﬁg% %
“And no person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward
for what they used to do.”’

1. Surah As-Sajdah (Verse: 17).
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The Prophet # describes this bliss and says: “Allah said: I
have prepared for My righteous worshippers things which have
never been seen by an eye, or heard by an ear, or imagined by a
human being.”!

Allah, Glory be to Him, says in the description of this bliss:

=
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“Verily, the Al-Muttaqgin (the Pious) will be in a place of Security
(Paradise). Among Gardens and Springs. Dressed in fine silk and (also)
in thick silk, facing each other. So (it will be). And We shall marry them
to Hur (fair females) with wide, lovely eyes. They will call therein for
every kind of fruit in peace and security- safe and secure. They will
never taste death therein except the first death (of this world), and He
will save them from the torment of the blazing Fire. As a Bounty from
your Lord! That will be the supreme success!””

Glory be to Him says:
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“The description of Paradise which the Al-Muttaqin (the Pious) have
been promised (is that) in it are rivers of water the taste and smell
of which are not changed,” meaning: it has never changed, and will
never change; “and rivers of milk of which the taste never changes;”
meaning: its taste has never changed by acidity or spoilage; “and rivers
of wine delicious to those who drink;” it does not cause headache, nor
make one drunk; “and rivers of clarified honey (clear and pure),”

these rivers run without waterways or waterwheels, and the dwellers of
Paradise divert them as they wish’ “and therein for them is every kind

of fruit.””

1. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (3244), and Muslim No. (2824) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah .
. Surah Ad-Dukhan (Verses: 51-57).
3. Surah Muhammad (Verse: 15).
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He, Glory be to Him, says: “(It will be said the true believers):
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“O My worshippers! No fear shall be on you this Day, nor shall
you grieve, (You) who believed in Our Ayat (proofs, verses, lessons,
revelation, etc.) and were Muslims. Enter Paradise, you and your wives,
in happiness. Trays of gold and cups will pass round them; (there will)
therein all that inner selves could desire, and all that eyes could delight
in and you will abide therein forever. This is Paradise which you have
been made to inherit because of your deeds which you used to do (in the

life of the world). Therein for you will be fruits in plenty, of which you
will eat (as you desire).””

There are many verses in the description of Paradise and its bliss. And
there came in the Sunnah some of the attributes of the Paradise and what is
in it of bliss. These are the following:

Abu Hurairah £, narrated that the Prophet 4 said:

“The first group (of people) to enter Paradise, will be shining like the
moon on a full-moon night, and those who will follow them will be
like the most shining planet in the sky. They will not urinate or relieve
themselves of nature or spit or have any nasal secretions. Their combs
will be of gold, and their sweat will smell like musk; in their censers,
the aloes-wood’

will be used. Their wives will be Hur (fair females) with wide, lovely eyes.
All men will look alike and will resembles their father ‘Adam (in stature),
sixty cubits tall.””?

* And in another narration: “They (i.e., the people of Paradise) will
neither have differences nor hatred amongst themselves; their hearts

1. Surah Az-Zukhruf (Verses: 68-73).
2. Aloe: the oud used as scent, Fath al-Bari (324/6).
3. Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (3327), and Muslim No. (2834).
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will be as if one heart, and they will be glorifying Allah in the
morning and in the afternoon.”

And Jabir = narrated that the Messenger of Allah # said: “The
inhabitants of Paradise would eat and drink therein, but would neither
spit, nor pass water, nor void excrement, nor have nasal secretions.
It was said: Then, what would happen with food? Thereupon he said:
They would belch and sweat (and it would be over with their food),
and their sweat would be that of musk and they would glorify and
praise Allah as casily as you breathe.”?

Anas ibn Malik < narrated that the Messenger of Allah (may Allah’s
peace and blessings be upon him) said: “And if a houri from Paradise
appeared to the people of the earth, she would fill the space between
Heaven and the Earth with light and pleasant scent, and her head
cover’ is better than the world and whatever is in it.”

Suhaib < narrated that the Messenger of Allah & said: “When those
deserving of Paradise would enter Paradise, Allah, the Glorious and
Exalted, would ask them: ‘Do you wish Me to give you anything
more?’ They would say: ‘Have You not brightened our faces? Have
You not made us enter Paradise and saved us from the Hell?” He (the
narrator) said: He (Allah) would lift the Veil, and of things given to
them nothing would be dearer to them than the sight of their Lord
the Glorious and Exalted.”

Ibn Abbas said:

“ There is nothing in Paradise from what is in this world except the
names.’

6

The name is the name, but the named thing is quite different. In Paradise,

of every fruit, there are two kinds. There are fruits, palm trees, and

pomegranates that are unlike the fruits, the palm trees, and the pomegranates

A e

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (3245), and Muslim No. (2834) from the hadith of Abu Hurairah, .
Narrated by Muslim No. (2835).

That is, her veil or head cover; see Fath Al-Bari (15/6).

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (2796).

Narrated by Muslim No. (181).

Narrated by Hanad in Asceticism No. (8) and Al-Bayhaqi in Alb’ath Wannushur (Resurrection and
Reckoning) No. (332), Al-Mundhiri said in At-Targhib Wattarhib (Exhortation and Intimidation (4/560):
Narrated by Al-Bayhaqi, with a good chain of transmission.

183
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of this world. They are only similar in name, but they are different from
them in reality. The fruits to be picked will be lowered in compliance; if
the dweller of Paradise is standing, sitting, or reclining, he can easily take
them. Whenever something was cut off from it, another would replace it,
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“Every time they will be provided with a fruit therefrom, they will say:

“This is what we were provided with before,” and they will be given
things in resemblance (i.e. the same form but different in taste).””

That is, in color and shape but it is different in taste,
oQ ,:.///:/’ S T A e
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“And they will have therein their sustenance, morning and afternoon.’”

The people of Paradise are safe from death, aging, and disease. They are
secure from every kind of fear, and every lack of their bliss or its demise.
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“They will be in Paradise, abiding therein for all the time that the

heavens and the earth endure, except as your Lord wills: a gift without
an end.’”

As for the bliss of the world, whatever it is, a man over time tires of it.
However, the dwellers of Paradise do not tire of the bliss of Paradise or
desire any transfer from it.

O T Gt )
“Wherein they shall dwell forever. No desire will they have for removal
therefrom.”™

And from the perfection of the bliss of Allah the Almighty upon the
people of Paradise is that Allah the Almighty gathers the scattered family

1. Surah Al-Baqarah (Verse: 25).
2. Surah Maryam (Verse: 62).

3. Surah Hud (Verse: 108).

4. Surah Al-Kahf (Verse: 108).
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members if they are all from the people of Paradise with varying grades.
So, He gathers them and raises them to the highest grade, as the Almighty
said: “And those who believed and whose offspring followed them in
Faith: to shall We join their offspring,” and Allah the Almighty attaches
each other to the high grade without diminishing anything from that high
grade, and for this reason, He said:
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“And We shall not decrease the reward of their deeds in anything.”’

Rather, Allah the Almighty raises them out of His Favor, Generosity, and
Benevolence so that He completes their joy and bliss in the abode of bliss
(Paradise).

Ibn al-Jawzi (may Allah have mercy on him) said: “Whoever contemplates
with the eyes of thought the permanence of staying in Paradise, in the
serenity of no distress, bliss without interruption, and the attainment of
all that the soul desires as well as the increase from what no eye (has
ever) seen, no ear has (ever) heard and no human heart has ever perceived,
without change or loss. As it is not said: a thousand thousand years, not
a hundred thousand thousand thousand, but even if a human being counts
thousands of years, his numbers would run out, and he would reach an end.
However, the survival of the Hereafter is not exhausted and endless.>.

O Commodity of the Most Gracious, you are not cheap

Rather, you are too precious for the lazy person to get.

O Commodity of the Most Gracious, only one in a thousand, not two,
can attain you.

O Commodity of the Most Gracious, you are only a reward for those
with piety and faith.

O Commodity of the Most Gracious, where is the purchaser? You are
offered at the cheapest price.

O Commodity of the Most Gracious, is there anyone to suit you?

The dowry before death is possible.’

Surah At-Tur (Verse: 21).

Said Al-Khater (The Pursuit of Thought) (p. 355).

Ibn Al-Qayyim’s poem titled (Al-Kafiya Ash-Shafia) whose rhyme ends with Noon (the letter N) (pp:354
- 355).

W N ==
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The bliss of Paradise is a great bliss, one enjoys therein forever and
ever. In Paradise, there is no disease, anxiety, distress, fatigue, or death, but
rather a succession of pleasures to infinity. The dwellers of Paradise would
be made to enjoy such an everlasting bliss that they would not become
destitute and where they find whatever the souls desire and [what] delights
the eyes.

Therefore, a Muslim must equip himself with good deeds in the hope
that Allah the Almighty will admit him to this Paradise, and he must pray
to Allah the Almighty every day to admit him to Paradise and protect him
from the Hellfire.

The Prophet £ said in sahih (authentic) hadith:

“Whoever asks Allah for paradise three times, paradise will say, “O
Allah, admit him to paradise; ” and whoever seeks protection from Hell
three times, Hell will say, “O Allah, protect him from Fire.”’

O Allah, we ask You for Paradise and seek refuge in You from the Fire.
O Allah, we ask You for Paradise and seek refuge in You from the Fire.
O Allah, we ask You for Paradise and seek refuge in You from the Fire.

May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, his
family, and companions.

£

1. Narrated by Ahmed No. (13755), and At-Tirmidhi No. (2572) with an authentic chain of transmission
and the wording by Ahmed, from the hadith of Anas .
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LESSON

The Description of

HELL

raise be to Allah, the Living, the Eternal. He created human
P beings and clarified the path of goodness and evil, so a party

goes to the abode of bliss (Paradise) and a party to Hellfire.
May peace and blessings of Allah be upon our Prophet, Muhammad,
his family, and companions as long as the clouds descend with rain
and many blessings.

Our Lord Almighty warned us in His Book (the Holy Qur’an) about
Hell and told us about the types of its torment, of which the livers break
asunder, hearts explode, and minds are puzzled. It is, by Allah, the abode
of humiliation and disgrace, torment and disappointment, inhalation and
exhalation, and groaning and abominations. It is the abode of those people
who are the people of misery, wretchedness, remorse, and crying.

What is stated in the description of Hell
in the Holy Qur’an are the following verses:
Allah the Almighty said:
€0 S5 5 ) SR EE A T 3
“When they are cast therein, they will hear a (terrible) drawing in of its
breath as it blazes forth. It almost bursts up with fury.”’

Almighty Allah said:

1. Surah Al-Mulk (verses: 7-8).
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“O you who believe! Ward off yourselves and your families against a
Fire (Hell) whose fuel is people and stones, over which are [appointed]
angels, stern (and) severe;, who disobey not (from executing) the
Commands they receive from Allah, but do that which they are
commanded.”

Allah the Almighty said:
4 ()72l 81 SRy i 55 )8

“Verily, it (Hell) throws sparks (as huge) as Al-Qasr (a fortress or a huge
log of wood), as if they were yellow camels (or bundles of ropes). .

Allah the Almighty said:
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“And you will see the Mujrimin (criminals, disbelievers in the Oneness
of Allah) that Day Mugarranin (bound together) in fetters. Their
garments will be of pitch and fire will cover their faces. .

Allah the Almighty said:
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“Then as for those who disbelieved, garments of fire will be cut out

;i

for them. boiling water will be poured down over their heads. With it
will melt (or vanished away) what is within their bellies, as well as
(their) skins. And for them are hooked rods of iron (to punish them).
Every time they seek to get away therefrom, from anguish, they will be
driven back therein, and (it will be said) to them: “Taste the torment

1. Surah At-Tahrim (Verse: (6).
2. Surah Al-Mursalat (Verses: 32-33).
Surah Ibrahim (Verses: 49-50).

[98)
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of the Burning Fire!”!
Allah the Almighty said:
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“But those who disbelieve (in the Ones of Allah), for them will be the
Fire of Hell. Neither will it have a complete killing effect on them so
that they die, nor shall its torment be lightened for them. Thus, do We

requite every disbeliever!”

“Therein they will cry: “Our Lord! Bring us out, we shall do righteous
good (Allah will reply): “Did We not give you lives long enough, so that
whosoever would receive admonition could receive it? And the warner
came to you. So, taste you (the evil of your deeds). For the Zalimun
(polytheists and wrong-doers) there is no helper.””

Allah the Almighty said:
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“Surely! Those who disbelieved in Our Ayat (verses, proofs, lessons,
evidences and revelations), We shall burn them in Fire. As often as their
skins are roasted through, We shall change them with other skins that
they may taste the punishment. Truly, Allah is Ever Most Powerful, All-
Wise. ™

The verses describing Hell and the types of its everlasting painful torment
are many.

1. Surah Al-Hajj (Verses: 19-22).
2. Surah Fater (Verses: 36-37).
3. Al-Nisa: (Verse: 56)
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The description of Hell in
the Sunnah includes the following:

Ibn Masoud -# narrated that the Prophet : said:

“Hell will be brought on that Day (the Day of Resurrection) with seventy
thousand bridles, and with every bridle will be seventy thousand angels,
pulling it ?

Abu Hurairah <4 narrated:

“We were in the company of the Messenger of Allah = when we heard
a bang. Thereupon, the Messenger of Allah ‘= said. “Do you know what
this (sound) is?” We said: Allah and His Messenger know best.” He =
said: “That is a stone which was thrown into Hell seventy years before,
and it has been constantly slipping down and now it has just reached
its bottom.””

Ibn Abbas = narrated that the Prophet = said:

“If only a drop of Az-Zagqum were to drip into the abode of the world, it
would spoil the people s livelihood, so how about the person for whom
it is his food? "

Al-Nu’man ibn Bashir (may Allah be pleased with them both) narrated that

the Prophet & said:
“Verily, the least suffering for the inhabitants of Fire would be for him
who would have two soles and two straps’ of fire (on his feet), and with
these would boil his brain will be boiling as boils the cooking vessel®,
and he would think that he is the most tortured, while he is the least
tortured.”’

Indeed, by Allah, Hell is the abode of misery, wretchedness, and severe
torment. Its inhabitants are the worst amongst creation in the sight of Allah,
the devils and their followers. Allah the Almighty said to Iblis (Satan):

1. Narrated by Muslim No. (2842).

2. Thatis a fall. The Explanation of Sahih Muslim by an-Nawawi (17/179).
3. Narrated by Muslim No. (2844).
4

. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (2585) and said: Hadith Hassan Sahih, and Ahmed No. (3136), and was

authenticated by Ibn Habban in his Sahih No. (7470).
5. Shirak: One of the strips of the sole, the Explanation of Sahih Muslim by an-Nawawi (3/86).
6. That is the boiling pot, the Explanation of Sahih Muslim by an-Nawawi (3/86).
7. Narrated by Muslim No. (213).
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“(Allah) said:
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“The Truth is — and the Truth I say — That I will surely fill Hell with you

[1blis (Satan)] and those of them (mankind) that follow you, together.”’
If you ask about the location of Hell, it is at the lowest bottom. If you
ask about the food of the dwellers of Hell, it is Zagqum. It is a malignant,
tasteless, foul-looking tree that neither nourishes nor avails against hunger.
This is their food when they are hungry; if they eat from it, their livers will
burn with thirst.
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“And if they ask for help (relief, water), they will be granted water

like AI-Muhl (murky boiling oil or molten lead), that will scald their
faces.””

It is the molten lead, which roasts their faces until their flesh falls. If they
drink unwillingly, it cuts up their intestines into pieces and tears off their
skin. This is their drink, which resembles murky oil (or molten lead) in its
heat and like pus in its stink and nastiness. The one who drinks it is only
forced to do so.
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“He will sip it unwillingly, and he will find a great difficulty to swallow

it down his throat,; and death will come to him from every side, he will
not die and in front of him, will be a great torment.’”

Nevertheless, if you ask about their clothing, it is the clothing of evil and
disgrace.
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““Then as for those who disbelieved, garments of fire will be cut out
for them.”™

Surah Sad (Verses: 84-85).
Surah Al-Kahf (Verse: 29)
Surah Ibrahim (Verse: (17).
Surah Al-Hajj (Verse: 19).
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“Their garments will be of pitch and fire will cover their faces.””

This clothing does not protect them from the heat of Hell, but rather
increases it with flames and heat, and they cannot keep the fire glow and
heat from their faces.

Their torment in it is permanent
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“(The torment) will not be lightened for them, and they will be plunged
into destruction with deep regrets, sorrows and in despair therein.’”
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“And they will cry: “O Malik (Keeper of Hell)! Let your Lord make an
end to us.” He will say: “Verily, you shall abide forever. Indeed, We

have brought the truth [Muhammad = with the Quran] to you, but most
of you have hatred for the truth.’”

Malik is the keeper of the Fire, so they call him and they do not even want
salvation because they do not hope for in the first place. All they want is
that they go into nothingness. His reply is: Indeed, you will remain in the
Fire forever.

O brothers, can anyone (of you) put his hand, or any part of his body,
in the fire of this world for one minute? So, it should be known that this
worldly fire is one of seventy parts of the Hellfire, that is, the Fire of Hell
has been doubled over the worldly fire sixty-nine times, all are the same
as its heat.

Abu Hurairah < narrated that the Prophet = said:

“This Fire of yours, which the son of Adam kindles, is one of seventy
parts of the heat of the Hell.” They said: “By Allah! (this ordinary fire)
would have been sufficient (to torture the unbelievers), O Messenger
of Allah?!” He said: “It (the Hell) has sixty-nine parts more than this

1. Surah Ibrahim (Verse: 50).
2. Surah Az-Zukhruf (Verse: 75)
3. Surah Az-Zukhruf (Verses: 77-78).

[
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ordinary (worldly) fire, each part is as hot as this (worldly) fire.

Allah the Almighty has greatly warned us of this Fire in His Noble
Qur’an, and the Messenger of Allah = has warned us against it. So, the
Muslim should keep it in mind, not overlook it, and remember it with great
fear, for Allah, the Almighty, has praised His believing servants who are
fearful of the torment of their Lord. He, the Almighty, said:
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“And those who believe in the Day of Recompense. And those who fear
the torment of their Lord.””

That is, they are afraid of it.
Allah, the Almighty, said regarding the dwellers of Paradise:
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“And some of them draw near to others, questioning. Saying:
“Aforetime, we were afraid (of the punishment of Allah) in the midst of
our families.” That is, we were fearful (in this world) of the torment of
the Hellfire. “So, Allah has been gracious to us, and has saved us from
the torment of Fire. Verily, we used to invoke Him (Alone and none else)
before. Verily, He is Al-Barr (The Most Subtle, Kind, Courteous, and

Generous), the Most Merciful.

Allah, the Almighty, described His servants as understanding because
they were in the world asking Him to save them from the Fire. He, the
Almighty, said:
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“And those who say: ‘Our Lord! Avert from us the torment of Hell.
Verily, its torment is an ever inseparable, permanent punishment. Evil
indeed it (Hell) is as an abode and as a place to rest in’*

Narrated by Al-Bukhari No. (3265), and Muslim No. (2843).
Surah Al-Ma’arij (Verses: 26-27).

Surah At-Tur (Verses: 25-28)

Surah Al-Furqan (Verses: 65-66).
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“Our Lord! Verily, whom You admit to the Fire, indeed, You have
disgraced him,; and never will the Zalimin (polytheists and wrong-
doers) find any helpers.”

Anas & narrated that the Messenger of Allah = said:

“Whoever asks Allah for Paradise three times, Paradise will say: ‘O
Allah, admit him to Paradise.’ And whoever seeks protection from Hell
three times, Hell will say: ‘O Allah, protect him from the Fire. ”

O Allah, save us from the Fire and admit us by Your mercy to Paradise,
the abode of the righteous. Forgive us, our parents, and all Muslims. May
Allah’s Peace and Blessings be upon our Prophet, Muhammad, his family,

and all his companions.

1. Surah Al-Imran (Verse: 192).
2. Narrated by At-Tirmidhi No. (2572), An-Nasa’i No. (5521), and Ibn Majah No. (4340) with an authentic

chain of transmission.
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