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“And how many a prophet [fought and] with him
fought many religious scholars. But they never
lost assurance due to what afflicted them in the
cause of Allah, nor did they weaken or submit.
And Allah loves the steadfast.”Quran
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Introduction
Why write another book about Da’wah ilaAllah (Invitation to Allah)?

Many scholarly books have been written about this subject, and verily it would be difficult to write
anything new about this topic because we should refer always to the work of the pious predecessors.

However, once the author started searching and taking notes after discussing the issue with some
coleagues the idea became more interesting.

From the beginning it was obvious to the author that this should not be an individual effort if something
significant was to be written. Therefore, the first step is the Shura® (consultation) around the subject of
this book.

The book does not follow an academic classification of chapters because it is based on experience
supported by evidences. And it is not a theorical approach of Da’wah therefore it is best to read it as a
journal. You can find here all the tools that are necessary to have a successful Da’'wah project. Whether
your goal is to work as an individual or to build a more complex organization you will find what you are
looking for in this humble work.

The goal is to share with you the fruits of the knowledge gathered in many years of intensive activities in
the work of invitation to Islam. As an individual and a member of several Da’'wah teams we had time to
make mistakes and to correct these mistakes. Even when trying to cover most of the angles pertaining
to that endeavor there probably are things missing. Nevertheless, because the book was reviewed
several times during the process of writing, the writer has great hope it will be most beneficial for
anybody looking for means to understand best how to inform people about what Islam is and how to
invite others to this beautiful way of life.

It is also important to mention that there is not a one size fits all approach to Da’wah. Different people
with different circumstances call for a creative and adaptive methodology. The goal remains the same,

! What is Shura? Shura comes from an Arabic word shara. Its original meaning, according to classical Arabic dictionaries, is
to extract honey from hives. The secondary meaning is consultation and deliberation. It brings forth ideas and opinions from
people minds analogous to the extracting of honey from hives. It might also have been thought that good ideas and opinions
were as sweet and precious as honey. Another definition of Shura is the process of making decisions by consultation and
deliberation among those who have an interest in the matter on which a decision is to be taken, or others who can help
them to reach such a decision.
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how to purify ourselves in a manner accepted by our Creator once the concept of monotheism is
accepted.

Allah said:

\

]

%L{ouauﬁubwgl@@w@b

o
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:

b

He has succeeded who purifies the soul, and he has failed who corrupts the soul.
Surah Ash-Shams 91:9-10
And Allah said:

% M_N &_ALO.); “: adll I 4ye >’|u}u V3 Jla &rw’ a5 Y £ 92 %e
A day when there will be no benefit in wealth nor children, except whoever comes to Allah with a pure
heart.
Surah Ash-Shu’ara 26:88-89

Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and
blessings be upon him, said:

S 3Bk 5505 (U1ssl5 S50 ) 3k Y Al &
(SJL2ls Spsls

Verily, Allah does not look at your appearances or wealth,

but rather He looks at your hearts and actions. ,

Source: Sahih (authentic) Muslim 2564, Grade: Sahih
(authentic)

Consultation in
Islam one of the
base of achieving
good guidance.

Author forward

| would have to approach this project like | did many of my previous endeavors in the work of Da’wah
(invitation to Allah) get other people to participate and reflect with me even though at the end | would
be the one putting the pieces of the puzzle together.

When we make the efforts in all humility to seek a comprehensive understanding based on a shared and
common knowledge and experience we become able to widen our capacities. That is why consultation
of knowledgeable and experienced other individuals is so fundamental in Islam. That is what Shura is.

One handicap or advantage is | did not have what is considered today a real academic training in Islamic
studies. | studied with some scholars in Madina for several years, different books and often had
discussions with my first teacher about many issues facing the Muslims and Islam in the time we live in,
and how to work to improve our condition.
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The advantage is that it would be easier for me to look at the project of the book from a different angle
without the diagram and forms taught in formal establishments of Islamic knowledge.

| do have something to help me : many years of experience in the field and the chance to have worked
and lived with brothers of different countries languages cultural backgrounds all working together in the
path of Da’wah (invitation to Allah).

For that Allah really blessed me to have worked in many different Da’wah (invitation to Allah) Centers
under the supervision of scholars, plane pilots, doctors, engineers ,lawyers ,soldiers ,laymen all brothers
driven by the same desire to serve the Deen of Islam ( religion of Islam).

During almost 24 years | have worked at different levels and positions with all these brothers ,employees
or volunteers. Either worked as a teacher, a coordinator, a technician, a propagator a translator a
designer an administrator all in the service of Da’wah (invitation to Allah) to Allah.

Also as a revert | benefited of a different angle of approach to Da’wah (invitation to Allah) and later on,
once my children had became teenagers | also had the experience of raising good Muslim children in a
Muslim environment .

Da’wah (invitation to Allah) for me is more of a life story than the normal progression from studying
Sharia (Islamic legislation) law to active adult professional life or volunteering in Da’wah.

Like most of the reverts to Islam my motivation for working in Da’wah (invitation to Allah) is first and
foremost driven by the need to share with others knowledge about the most precious gift in this life.

“ Faith in Allah the One The Unique The Creator The Complete The Absolute The Merciful The Giver of
Life The Sustainer. “

Da’wah (invitation to Allah) is a Work of Love.

(Vnan is Bhe ( ‘ (fost

Yes faith in its proper and sincere experience is the

Q0. -

A,_c;?)/"“"’““ ’]’% ﬁ”’" / ultimate gift in this life. One needs to make the efforts to

p — Al [ ’ 4 learn its correct definition in the Quran and Sunnah
([/)/7([/{ (Traditions of Prophet Mohammed) and to apply both

internal and external expressions related to preserving and
growing the faith.

No philosophical discussion, scientific definition, historical
event can define the experience and movement of faith.
Each one of us experiences faith in a different way and in different circumstances, but ultimately it has
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the same purpose, how to please our Creator and enjoy, therefore, the peace and happiness that we

seek desperately.

A close example is the love that two people can share. It is about the kind of emotion and attachment
that drives one person to forget himself or herself to please the beloved, or to truly be happy for the
blessings that the beloved is favored with. It is not only about passion or desire. When we transpose this
to our relation with our Creator, the dimension changes form earthly to heavenly and from temporary
to eternal...?

Because there is nothing in this life that can compare or match the Love of Allah and rewards that await
His servant when that servant struggles by His Grace to please Him.*

3 some Quran Verses about Love

[3:103] Saheeh International ‘And hold firmly to the rope of Allah all together and do not become divided. And remember
the favor of Allah upon you - when you were enemies and He brought your hearts together and you became, by His favor,
brothers. And you were on the edge of a pit of the Fire, and He saved you from it. Thus, does Allah make clear to you His
verses that you may be guided.”

[3:134] Saheeh International “Those who spend [in the cause of Allah] during ease and hardship and who restrain anger
and who pardon the people - and Allah loves the doers of good;”

[3:159] Saheeh International “So by mercy from Allah, [0 Muhammad], you were lenient with them. And if you had been
rude [in speech] and harsh in heart, they would have disbanded from around you. So pardon them and ask forgiveness for
them and consult them in the matter. And when you have decided, then rely upon Allah. Indeed, Allah loves those who
rely [upon Him].”

[30:21] Saheeh International “And of His signs is that He created for you from yourselves mates that you may find
tranquillity in them; and He placed between you affection and mercy. Indeed in that are signs for a people who give
thought.”

4 Some prophetic narrations about Love
“None of you has faith until he loves for his brother or his neighbor what he loves for himself.
Source: Sahih Bukhari 13, Grade: Muttafaqun Alayhi
Abdullah ibn Amr reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said:
a5 A Cand e o U s LA sl alil (e s s e 48,0 RS A5 0 G F0a5  Cal
Whoever would love to be delivered from the Hellfire and entered into Paradise, then let him die with faith in Allah and
the Last Day and let him treat the people the way he would love to be treated.
Source: Sahih Muslim 1844, Grade: Sahih
Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said:
es.me).»ﬂ\ \N\y&‘}ﬂu\a\;w@@ﬁa\‘y)\ \);l;_\‘;\;\}uy‘}[)\}uy‘;\;u;]\u)hmy
“You will not enter Paradise until you believe and you will not believe until you love each other. Shall | show you
something that, if you did, you would love each other? Spread peace between yourselves.
Source: Sahih Muslim 54, Grade: Sahih
Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessmgs be upon him, sa|d
LALY\JLYe}JLAL@ﬂJL\ sl s & siasall o e a5 Ok A )
Verily, Allah will say on the Day of Resurrection: Where are those who love each other for the sake of My glory? Today, |
will shelter them in My shade, a Day when there is no shade but Mine.
Source: Sahih Muslim 2566, Grade: Sahih
Mu’adh ibn Jabal reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said:

8|Page
“Islam began as something strange and it will return to being strange, so blessed are the strangers.”



The Complete Guide for Da’wah.

It is the finest of all blessings to be inspired to participate in any event that supports spreading knowledge
and understanding of the Creator’s message and the Prophet that conveyed it.

4(33) Seakiaddl o (5] 083 Lo a2 s Al J] 3 (30 Y55 Gt a3 b

[41:33] Saheeh International And who is better in speech than one who invites to Allah and does
righteousness and says, "Indeed, | am of the Muslims."

The common knowledge learned during research in these Da’wah (invitation to Allah) centers is that
most of the reasons people choose to research or embrace Islam or “revert to Islam” is because of how
some Muslims behaved with them ( In a positive kind manner ). And this brings us to the most important
point of this research.

T——
C L)

—— -

The methodology of the Prophet.

We cannot talk about Da’wah methodology without talking about the methodology followed by the
Prophet Mohammed. The Prophet followed the flow of the revelation therefore his Da’wah was built on
what Allah was transmitting to him.

And the revelation had times was in direct response to events happening in the time of the Prophet and
at times it was general teachings based on previous events like stories related to the earlier Prophets or
prior events in history. But the momentum was always towards completing all the different elements
needed to establish a complete system of life based on the wisdom of our Creator.

£33 &) s )5 Bie S add (Wla 3 i Jap Se 4D
Allah the Exalted said: Those who love each other for the sake of My glory will be upon pulpits of light and they will be
envied by the prophets and the martyrs.
Source: Sunan At-Tirmidhi 2390, Grade: Sahih
Mu’adh ibn Jabal reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said:

&b AN 5 38 1 55AD 5 8 Candlaial s o Galasal ina &5 O e AN 06
Allah the Exalted said: “My love is obligatory for those who love each other for My sake, who sit together for My sake, who
visit each other for My sake, who spend on each other for My sake.
Source: Musnad Ahmad 21525, Grade: Sahih
Umar ibn Al-Khattab reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said: )
(A5 400 (o il A 35 213205 28 s elsgl2 V5 el b Yl e G )
Verily, there are some people among the servants of Allah who are neither prophets nor martyrs, but whom the prophets
are martyrs will envy due to their status on the Day of Resurrection.
They said, “O Messenger of Allah, tell us who they are.” The Prophe} said: ) ] .
OA 1Y) G850 Ws G CElA 1Y (AR Y sd e 2l 5580 26k s g O alll 3 g shalai J1sal W5 adih pla sl e e alll 2 1 50AS 238 24
Sl
They are people who love each other with the spirit of Allah, not because of family relations or wealth. By Allah, there will
be light on their faces and they will be upon light. They will have no fear when the people are afraid and they will not be
sad when the people are grieved.
Source: Sunan Abu Dawud 3527, Grade: Sahih
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As creation of Allah we are completely dependent of our Creator and even if we were given reason and
are capable to transmit to each other’s past acquired knowledge we are still in need for Allah’s Guidance
in our lives .

All the Prophets came with the same essential message, to worship Allah alone.

And to worship Allah alone is what we were created for and it is something that is embedded in our
being.

It is not a foreign concept it is in our nature.

-

0 Y] oy G s g

(And | created not the Jinn and mankind except that they should worship Me.) meaning, I, Allah, only created them so that |
order them to worship Me, not that | need them.' “Ali bin Abi Talhah reported that Ibn "Abbas commented on the Ayah,

§osiad Vb

If the concept in itself is simple the implementation and realization of true monotheism is not the mere
understanding of this concept,because Iblis also knows that Allah is One and Unique and All Powerful.

The degrees to which we are able to realize true monotheism in ourselves and as a community depends
on belief factors, religious rituals, cultural and economic achievements, and social justice.

At time and places our perdition is in our creed at time it is social injustice or other factors.

The most urgent issue in the time of the Prophet was that in Makkah people were worshiping idols, man-
made statues and that gave way to all the other forms of disobedience and perdition. Every community
in different times suffers from a form of perdition.

Our goal in Da’wah is to identify what needs to be reformed. If the concept of monotheism has been
taught and is being understood then it is the other aspects of Islam where we got mislead that need to
be corrected. The Da’wah of the Prophet was gradual and complete. People who have issues with
polytheism need to be advised and corrected with that specific iliness first. But when the defects are in
social issues that is what needs to be addressed when it is in rituals and cultural issues likewise and the
same goes for economic issues. Each illness will respond to a specific cure. The cure of poverty is not to
correct the concept of monotheism in “ Tawheed Rububya” or Ubudya.To correct economic injustice we
need to implement the rules and regulations stipulated in the Quran and Sunnah regarding issues related
to business, loans, interest, hording, monopolizing,

The wisdom in the Da’wah of the Prophet is that he addressed the relevant issues in the appropriate time
and place and this is something that is missing today.
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Da’wah (invitation to Allah) is not just to discuss of the virtues of Islam, or to be better in arguing with
non Muslims about the correct beliefs about Allah (God) and religion, or about how to worship or not
worship Allah , of the existence or not of a Creator.

Da’wah (invitation to Allah)
is first and foremost a
manner of living.

The Comway of life

The silent Da’wah that is incumbent on all adult Muslims males and females. It is our every day conduct and

behavior with our families neighbors colleagues at work on our way to work at the store in the parking lot on the
roads when we drive etc.

The silent Da’wah (invitation to Allah) that is incumbent on all adult Muslims young and old is how we
dress and walk how we celebrate and how we mourn how we eat and how we fast how we work how we
play, every visible and invisible actions we accomplish in our daily life is Da’wah (invitation to Allah).

The Prophet Mohammed (SAWS) before Islam was an embodiment of all good manners and good
character. Allah had set him apart and prepared him to deliver the Message of Islam.
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[9:128] Saheeh International :” There has certainly come to you a Messenger from among yourselves.
Grievous to him is what you suffer; [he is] concerned over you and to the believers is kind and merciful.”
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[21:107] Saheeh International: “And We have not sent you, [O Muhammad (PBUH) ], except as a mercy
to the worlds.”
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[33:21] Mubarakpuri: “Indeed in the Messenger of Allah you have a good example to follow for him who
hopes in Allah and the Last Day, and remembers Allah much.”

The Sahabas and Tabein expended the frontiers of Islam not on the land but in the hearts of all the people
that they met.

Because they were so close to the example of the Prophet in belief and action.

And today it is the same if we want to see the beauty and glory of Islam we have to emulate the example
of the Prophet Mohammed and the Sahabas (companions of the Prophet) .

Da’wah (invitation to Allah) as an expression of gratitude to Allah.

We can say safely that faith is the expression of gratitude and rituals and good manners are the means
by which we express our gratitude. In the story of Adam and Eve after they were sent down to earth and
Allah forgave their errors Adam was looking for a way to give thanks to Allah to have forgiven him and
his wife Awa(Eve) and having seen the Angels glorifying and worshipping Allah in the Beit Al Mamun
(house of worship) in Heaven by inspiration from Allah he built a small edifice to replicate the way the
angels were glorifying Allah in Heaven. And him and his wife Awa(Eve) started circumventing the Kabbah
in imitation of what they saw the angels do in Paradise.

Gratitude has an act of worship from the heart that is expressed by our actions.

An example of this is clarified in the following verse from the Quran in Surah Al Qamar
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The people of Lot denied the warning. (33)Indeed, We sent upon them a storm of stones, except the
family of Lot - We saved them before dawn (34)As favor from us. Thus do We reward he who is
grateful. (35)

Rejections or negligence regarding all the blessings that Allah has blessed us with is a form of disbelief.
The all of Surah ArRahman is a clear warning of that fact.

According to Muslim traditions, Adam built the original Kaaba as a copy of and directly below Allah’s
throne in heaven. This structure was destroyed during the great Flood, leaving behind nothing but the
foundation. The current structure was rebuilt by Abraham (Ibrahim) and his son Ishmael (Ismail).
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“Verily, the first House (of worship) appointed for mankind was that at Bakkah (Makkah), full of blessing,
and a guidance for Al-Alameen (the mankind and jinns)”

[Aal ‘Imraan 3:96].
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Learning Gratitude

Gratitude— a simple word with a dynamic power in its meaning and application. We often forget to
cultivate and practice gratitude, overlooking how life-changing it can be. An attitude of gratitude has the
ability to make a harsh reality seem tolerable, giving light to a gloomy disposition and dispelling negative
attitudes, thoughts, and feelings with wondrous speed.

Research done by the University of California, Berkeley, has revealed that gratitude leads to a stronger
immune system, healthier blood pressure, greater joy, optimism, and sense of overall well-being, acting
with  more  generosity and compassion, and feeling less lonely and isolated
(greatergood.berkeley.edu/expanding gratitude/). Participants in the study simply recorded five things
they were grateful for each day. This small exercise proved to have enormous benefits. Imagine what a
permanent attitude of gratitude can accomplish!

According to Islam, our ultimate gratitude is to Allah, our Creator and Sustainer who grants us existence
and furnishes us with cognitive and emotional faculties, as well as the potential to understand and
appreciate their value and benefit.
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“It is He who brought you forth from the wombs of your mothers when you knew nothing, and He gave
you hearing and sight and intelligence and affection so that you may give thanks [to Allah]” (Quran,
16:78).

Allah, our Maker, has given us abundant opportunities, to live and thrive on this earth. From the greatest
creative enterprise to the most basic regularity of our beating hearts — all is owed to Him first and
foremost. If we forget the elemental requirement of thankfulness, then we are only doing a disservice to
ourselves. If we do not feel gratitude to the Creator, how can we be thankful to anyone else? How can
we appreciate the good things in our own selves and in our daily experience? (Did you know that one of
the attributes of Allah is Ash-Shakur, the “Appreciative One”?)

Not only did Allah give us our very lives, He has provided a beautiful world for us to abide in, with
countless resources for our use. Allah says in the Quran:
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It is Allah who created the heavens and earth, who has sent down water from the sky and with it brought
forth produce to nourish you; He has made ships useful to you, sailing the sea by His command, and the
rivers too; He has made the sun and the moon useful to you, steady on their paths; He has made the
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night and day useful to you and given you some of everything you asked Him for. If you tried to count
Allah’s favours you could never calculate them: man is truly unjust and ungrateful. (Quran, 14:32-34).

All that we have accomplished and all that we possess are due to Allah’s bountiful provision. We must
recognize the powerful concept mentioned in the verse: that we would never be able to even count the
blessings Allah has given us. After realizing that Allah’s blessings are fundamental to our existence and
endless in their scope, who are we to be heedless and unthankful? That is nothing less than delusion of
self-sufficiency.

Fruits of Gratitude

Thanking Allah for our blessings seem obvious, but what about thanking Him even in the midst of
hardship? In the Quran, Allah reminds us:
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“You may dislike something although it is good for you, or like something although it is bad for you: Allah
knows and you do not.”(Qur'an 2: 216).

Although a hardship seems far from “something which is good” when we are enduring it, the feeling of
gratitude during the difficulty has the power to transform the burden, lighten the load, and provide a
perspective that looks beyond the moment’s distress. The test will, thus, be easier to bear, and the
negative effects of the difficult situation will be offset by our determination to stay balanced and remain
open to valuable lessons and opportunities to augment our Allah-consciousness.

Yet another fruit of gratitude is the promise of additional blessings.
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“And [remember] when your Lord proclaimed, ‘If you are grateful, | will surely increase you [in favor];
but if you deny, indeed, My punishment is severe’ ” (Quran, 14:7).

Being grateful to Allah will bring additional favors, while being ungrateful calls for Allah’s punishment.
We will be asked about each and every gift that we have been given, as to whether or not we thanked
Allah sufficiently. Will we be prepared with the right answer?

Cultivating Gratitude

One of the most important quality in a Dahi (an inviter to Islam) is gratitude

o Letthe remembrance of Allah guide you throughout the day.
o Write a list at the end of each day of five things to be grateful for; keep a gratitude journal.
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e Practice thanking others for the simple things they do for you; write a thank you letter to someone
who has impacted your life in a positive way.

e Remember the people who are less fortunate than you, step into their shoes, empathize with
their plight, and do something, even if small, to alleviate someone else’s difficulty.

e When tough times set in, focus on the positives. Things could be much worse.

¢ Remind yourself often to adopt the attitude of gratitude and smile!

Da’wah (invitation to Allah) is the most rewarded of all good deeds because it is firstly the work of the
Prophets and once a person is lead to Islam on the account of our efforts we will get rewards for all the
good deeds they did and if they have a descendance in Islam the rewards keep adding. Da’wah (invitation
to Allah) is the most vibrant form of expression of gratitude for all the blessings Allah has blessed us with.

In conclusion to this chapter we see that faith and gratitude are embedded together and one is not
possible without the other. From the most basic element of gratitude is to share from the blessings we
have received. And is there a better blessing we have received than to be guided to follow the teachings
of Islam. Therefore inviting, reminding, informing, our fellow human beings, Muslims and non muslims
on how to achieve the goal for which we were created and find peace and contentment in this life and
to be admitted in Paradise in the next life should be spontaneous.

And if we cannot find that spontaneity in us well many verses in the Quran and numerous hadiths remind
us of the importance of Da’wah (invitation to Allah)

Reminders from Quran and Hadith

Here are verses from the Quran mentioning the word Da’wah (invitation to Allah) or an expression of
Da’wah (invitation to Allah)
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If some servants of mine asked you about Me, | am indeed close and | respond to the call of a suppliant
if he calls upon Me. So let them respond to My (invitation), so that they believe in Me and may be on the
right side. (Al-Bagarah 2:186)
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And a believing slave is better than a polytheist, even though he might please you. Those invite [you] to
the Fire, but Allah invites to Paradise and to forgiveness, by His permission. And He makes clear His verses
to the people that perhaps they may remember. (Al-Bagarah 2:221)
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And let there be [arising] from you a nation inviting to [all that is] good, enjoining what is right and
forbidding what is wrong, and those will be the successful (Aal ‘Imran 3:104)
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And God invites to the abode of peace and guides those whom He pleases to the straight path. (Yunus
10:25)
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Say, "This is my way; | invite to Allah with insight, | and those who follow me. And exalted is Allah; and |
am not of those who associate others with Him." (Yusuf 12:108)
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Say: | was commanded to worship God, and not to associate anyone with Him. | invite and my return is
to Him. (Ar-Ra'd 13:36)
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And, [O Muhammad (PBUH) ], warn the people of a Day when the punishment will come to them and
those who did wrong will say, "Our Lord, delay us for a short term; we will answer Your call and follow
the messengers." [But it will be said], "Had you not sworn, before, that for you there would be no
cessation?. (lbrahim 14:44)
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Invite to the way of your Lord with wisdom and good instruction, and argue with them in a way that is
best. Indeed, your Lord is most knowing of who has strayed from His way, and He is most knowing of
who is [rightly] guided.. (An-Nahl 16:125)
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Indeed you invite them to a straight path. (Al-Mu’minun 23:73)
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Indeed, those who disbelieve will be addressed, "The hatred of Allah for you was [even] greater than
your hatred of vyourselves [this Day in Helll] when you were invited to faith, but you
refused.". (Ghafir 40:10)
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And who is better in speech than one who invites to Allah and does righteousness and says, "Indeed, |
am of the Muslims." (Fussilat 41:33)
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It invites he who turned his back [on truth] and went away [from obedience]. (Al-Ma’arij 70:17)
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He said, "My Lord, indeed | invited my people [to truth] night and day.(5) But my invitation increased
them not except in flight.(6) (Nuh 71:5, 6)

===
Awareness of the Muslim Nation (Ummah)

Islam calls to goodness, mercy, kindness, honesty, good behavior, healthy life style, respect for parents
and elders and the list goes on.

The most important and efficient way to propagate Islam is to elevate the awareness of the Muslim
Nation (Ummah) in the role that each individual Muslim has . It is for every single Muslim male and female
to see the responsibility we share in being examples of what Islam is and to show by our behavior the
beauty and benefits of returning to the teachings of Allah and His Prophet.
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Say, "What thing is greatest in testimony?" Say, "Allah is witness between me and you. And this Qur'an was
revealed to me that | may warn you thereby and whomever it reaches. Do you [truly] testify that with Allah
there are other deities?" Say, "I will not testify [with you]." Say, "Indeed, He is but one God, and indeed, |
am free of what you associate [with Him]." (6: 19)

=
7%
Ol

—

The Prophet (Sn) left this world. But he has left behind him, a living message and a lively community of
followers. As long as this community is alive, it will carry on the legacy of the Prophet (S). It will always be
spreading the message of Islam, the message of Allah, among humanity for whom it is meant.

The Prophet Mohammed was even before the revelation a man of integrity he had excellent values
manners and character. Allah had set him apart and prepared him to receive the revelation.

The first of the companions to go out of the Arabian Peninsula with the message of Islam was Jafar ibn
Abi Talib and we can learn from his story how to present Islam to non Muslims.
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The speech of Jafar ibn Abi Talib puts this in highlight.

As an example of the level of awareness of the first Muslims we will reflect on the story of Jafar ibn Abi
Talib.

Jafar ibn Abi Talib was a cousin of Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) , peace be upon him, and brother of Ali,
the fourth caliph of Islam. He was among the first people to convert to Islam and experienced firsthand
the persecution that the pagan Meccans doled out to the tiny community of Muslims.

Hence, when the opportunity arose to migrate to Abyssinia, present-day Ethiopia, he accompanied his
wife and a small band of believers. Soon they settled down in the new land under the care and protection
of the Negus (King of Ethiopia), the just and righteous ruler of Abyssinia. For the first time since they
became Muslims, they savored the taste of freedom and security and enjoyed the sweetness of worship
undisturbed.

Meccans Seek Extradition of Muslims

When their fellow Meccans learned of the departure of these Muslims, they made plans to secure their
return. They sent two of their most formidable men, Amr ibn al-Aas and Abdullah ibn Abi Rabiah, to
accomplish this task and provided them with valuable gifts for the Negus (King of Ethiopia) and his
bishops. In Abyssinia, the two Meccan emissaries first presented their gifts to the bishops and asked for
their support when they approach the King.

Amr and Abdullah then went to the Negus (King of Ethiopia) himself and presented him with gifts which
he greatly admired. They said to him, “O King, there is a group of evil persons from among our youth who
have escaped to your kingdom. They practice a religion which neither we nor you know. They have
forsaken our religion and have not entered into your religion. The respected leaders of their people —
from among their own parents and uncles and from their own clans — have sent us to you to request you
to return them. They know best what trouble they have caused.” The Negus (King of Ethiopia) looked
towards his bishops who said, “They speak the truth, O King. Their own people know them better and
are better acquainted with what they have done. Send them back so that they themselves might judge
them.”

The Interfaith Dialogue with the Negus (King of Ethiopia)

The Negus (King of Ethiopia) was not pleased with this suggestion and said, “No. By Allah, | won’t
surrender them to anyone until | myself call them and question them about what they have been
accused. If what these two men have said is true, then | will hand them over to you. If however it is not
so, then | shall protect them so long as they desire to remain under my protection.” The Negus (King of
Ethiopia) then summoned the Muslims to meet him. Before going, they consulted with one another as a
group and agreed that Jafar ibn Abi Talib will speak on their behalf.
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In the court, the Negus (King of Ethiopia) turned to them and asked, “What is this religion which you have
taken for yourselves and which has served to cut you off from the religion of your people? You also did
not enter my religion or the religion of any other community.”

A clear way to make a presentation of Islam

Jafar ibn Abi Talib then advanced and made a speech that was moving and eloquent and which is still one
of the most compelling descriptions of Islam, the appeal of the noble Prophet, and the depravity of
Meccan society at the time. He said, “O King, we were a people in a state of ignorance and immorality,
worshipping idols and eating the flesh of dead animals, committing all sorts of abomination and shameful
deeds, breaking the ties of kinship, treating guests badly, and the strong among us exploited the weak. We
remained in this state until Allah sent us a Prophet, one of our own people whose lineage, truthfulness,
trustworthiness, and integrity were well-known to us. He called us to worship Allah alone and to renounce
the stones and the idols which we and our ancestors used to worship besides Allah.”

Jafar continued, “He commanded us to speak the truth, to honor our promises, to be kind to our relations,
to be helpful to our neighbors; to cease all forbidden acts, to abstain from bloodshed, to avoid obscenities
and false witness; to not appropriate an orphan’s property nor slander chaste women. He ordered us to
worship Allah alone and not to associate anything with Him, to uphold prayer, to give charity and to fast in
the month of Ramadan. We believed in him and what he brought to us from Allah and we follow him in
what he has asked us to do and we keep away from what he forbade us from doing. Thereupon, O King,
our people attacked us, visited the severest punishment on us to make us renounce our religion and take
us back to the old immorality and the worship of idols. They oppressed us, made life intolerable for us
and obstructed us from observing our religion. So we left for your country, choosing you before anyone
else, desiring your protection and hoping to live in Justice and peace in your midst.”

The Negus (King of Ethiopia) was impressed and was eager to hear more. He asked Jafar, “Do you have
with you something of what your Prophet brought concerning Allah?” Jafar replied that he did. “Then
read it to me,” requested the Negus (King of Ethiopia). In his rich, melodious voice, Jafar recited the first
portion of the Quranic chapter titled Mary, which deals with the story of Jesus and his mother Mary. On
hearing the words of the Quran, the Negus (King of Ethiopia) was moved to tears. To the Muslims, he
said, “The message of your Prophet and that of Jesus came from the same source...” To Amr and his
companion, he said, “Go. For, by Allah, | will never surrender them to you.”

The Meccans Incite Animosity

That, however, was not the end of the matter. The wily Amr made up his mind to go to the King the
following day “to mention something about the Muslims’ belief which will certainly fill his heart with
anger and make him detest them.” The next day, Amr went to the Negus (King of Ethiopia) and said, “O
King, these people to whom you have given refuge and whom you protect say something terrible about
Jesus the son of Mary. Send for them and ask them what they say about him.” The Negus (King of
Ethiopia) summoned the Muslims and Jafar acted as their spokesman once more.
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The Negus (King of Ethiopia) asked, “What do you say about Jesus, the son of Mary?” Jafar replied,
“Regarding him, we only say what has been revealed to our Prophet.” “And what is that?” enquired the
Negus (King of Ethiopia). “Our Prophet says that Jesus is the servant of Allah and His Prophet, His spirit
and His word which He cast into Mary the Virgin.” The Negus (King of Ethiopia) exclaimed, “By Allah, Jesus
the son of Mary was exactly as your Prophet has described him.”

Justice Prevails

The Negus (King of Ethiopia) told the Muslims to continue to live in security and instructed his attendants
to return the gifts the Meccans had brought, who then departed, having failed in their mission.

The Muslims stayed on in the land of the Negus (King of Ethiopia) who proved to be most generous and
kind to his guests. Jafar and his wife Asma spent about ten years in Abyssinia before migrating to Medina
with their three children, where Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) and his community of Muslims had found
a safe haven.

If you know the nature and essence of the message and what it calls to, and the character and qualities
of the messenger accepting the owner and sender of the call becomes easy.

Responding to islamophobia.

We see from the story of Jafar ibn Abdelmutaleb that anti Islam propaganda dates from the time of the
Prophet Mohammed.

In a calculated opposite way the Medias propaganda depicts Muslims has violent, unjust, unfair, ignorant
backward people. Their goal with this is to drive people away from learning about Islam and the Creator.

Likewise the medias also in a planned and related way depicts Islam has unfair discriminating oblivious,
a regressive religion unfit for modern advanced civilization.

We the Muslim Muslim Nation (Ummah) have to be aware and assume the responsibility that befell us
after the death of the Prophet and the first generation of Muslims.

Until and unless we return to a wholesome inclusive approach to Da’wah (invitation to Allah) our
condition will not change as a Muslim Nation (Ummah).

Being silent when we witness all the evil that is being said and done against Islam and Muslims is not
acceptable. A quiet Muslim is not a better Muslim. We must denounce all lies and any other forms of
injustice that is being perpetrated against Muslims and Islam worldwide.

Proof is at list in this one Hadith

On the authority of Abu Sa’id al-Khudri, radiyallahu ‘anhu, who said: | heard the Messenger of
Allah, sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam, say:
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“When any one of you sees anything that is disapproved (of by Allah), let him change it with his hand. If
he is not able to do so, then let him change it with his tongue. And if he is not able to do so, then let him
change it with his heart, though that is the weakest (kind of) faith.”[Muslim]

Explanation of the Hadith

The essence of the Islamic Da’wah (invitation to Allah) is enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, since
whenever a person conveys the Message, he is enjoining good and forbidding evil. Therefore, it is a
mistake to consider these two as separate matters, since they are actually performed concurrently and
are synonymous.

The main objective in fulfilling this obligation is to attain and maximize benefits, and to eliminate or
minimize harm.

Qualities possessed by a Caller who enjoins the good and forbids the evil

1. Ikhlas (Sincerity) — since enjoining the good and forbidding the evil becomes an action pleasing
to Allah and accepted by Him only if it is done with sincerity for Him.

2. ‘lIm (Knowledge) — as Allah commands:
Say: This is my path, | do call to Allah upon clear knowledge.
[Surah Yusuf (12): Ayah 108]

This is an important condition since the Caller must know what matters are good, so he enjoins
it, and what matters are evil, so he forbids it. In lbn Taymiyyah’s al-Amar it is stated that it is
necessary to possess the knowledge of good and evil and of the difference between them, and it
is necessary to know the situation of the person being commanded or forbidden.

3. Hikmah (Wisdom) — which means saying or doing the right thing in the right way at the right
time to the right person, as prescribed by Allah in His statement:
Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful admonition.
[Surah an-Nahl (16): Ayah 125]

Ibn Taymiyyah wrote: Enjoin the good in a good way and do not forbid the evil in an evil way.

4. Hilm (Forbearance) and Rifg (Gentleness) — especially in the face of opposition from the people.
As Allah said to His Messenger, sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam:
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And by the Mercy of Allah you were able to deal gently with them. If you had been severe and
harsh-hearted, they would have broken away from you.
[Surah al-Imran (3): Ayah 159]
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The Prophet, sallallahu ‘alayhi wasallam, also said: Indeed gentleness does not enter into
anything except it beautifies it, nor is it removed from anything except that it makes it ugly
[Reported by Imam Muslim].

5. Sabr (Patience) —since the people whom the Caller opposes in enjoining good and forbidding evil,
may be stubborn to his call and may even try to harm him.

Ilbn Taymiyyah says in al-Istiqaamah, concerning the call to the good and away from the evil: Knowledge
must precede it, gentleness must accompany it and patience must follow it. Shaikh al-Humaid, the
teacher of Shaikh Ibn Baz, said, in an explanation of Surah al-‘Asr that Allah makes an oath that mankind
will be in a state of deficiency, except with four conditions, which are: (a) iman, (b) good actions, (c)
encouraging each other to the truth which means enjoining the good and forbidding the evil, and (d)
encouraging each other to patience, which is required after enjoining good and forbidding evil.
Furthermore each person will have a level of deficiency in accordance with the level of lack of any of
these four.

1. Tawaadu’ (Humility) — since the people will not heed if the Caller is arrogant or he seeks to put
himself above others.

2. Qudwah (Good example) — for the Caller himself becomes a model to the people to whom he
calls, doing those things which he enjoins and leaving those things which he forbids. Allah says:
O you who believe! Why do you say that which you do not do. It is a most hateful thing to Allah
that you say that which you do not do.

[Surah as-Saff (61): Ayah 2-3]

3. Husnul-Istimaa’ (Good listening) — which is that the Caller is attentive to the needs and feelings
and also the complaints of the people whom he calls.

4. Shajaa’ah (Courage) — which does not refer to strength of the body; rather it is the strength of
the heart, together with knowledge — this differentiates between true courage and mere
recklessness.

5. Karam (Generosity).

Lessons
Scholars say that before using the hand, we should start with advice, warning the people of the
consequence of evil and encouraging and motivating them to good actions. When this method has been
fully utilised and there is no change in the people, only then is it permissible to use the hand.

Imam ash-Shatibi says that the Caller must predict the consequences of what he says or do, whether by
hand or by tongue.

If it is very likely that, as a result of attempting to change the evil, the Caller himself or another person
will be harmed, then changing the situation is no longer obligatory upon him. Here harm does not refer
to insults or curses, but to physical injury such as being beaten or killed. Harm can also mean that a bad
reputation is spread concerning the Caller. Ibn Qudaamah also includes financial loss, whether immediate
or later, to such an amount which the Caller cannot afford.
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People differ in their ability to change things; in general, when someone is higher in his rank or authority,
then there is more responsibility on him to remove the evil.

It is important to remind as well that we should busy ourselves to the best of our capacity to prevent or
warn about evil deeds or words as the Prophet (saws) mentioned

Huthaifah may Allah be pleased with him reported: The Prophet sallallaahu “alayhi wa sallam ( may
Allah exalt his mention ) said, "By Him in Whose Hand my life is, you either enjoin good and forbid evil,
or Allah will certainly soon send His punishment to you. Then you will make supplication and it will not
be accepted". [At-Tirmithi]

Principles of Inkaarul-Munkar (Forbidding what is evil)

1. Prioritise the evil, thus beginning with the higher
priority before the lower.
2. Tadarruj (Being gradual). Note the gradual method

by which Allah made the drinking of wine forbidden: Firstly,
by saying that there were benefits in it and harm in it but
the harm outweighed the benefits; secondly, by forbidding
the people to approach the prayer in a drunken state; and
finally, by an outright prohibition. This step-by-step method
does not imply that wine was not forbidden in the early
stages, but it is a methodology from which we can benefit.
3. Do not look for people’s faults. Qadi Abu Ya’laa has
noted an exception to this principle, which occurs when
there are clues or information that an evil is taking place or
is about to take place. Thus one may be able to prevent an
evil, such as a murder or rape, from taking place by
following up on information.

4, Establish that the evil is indeed taking place.

5. Choose a suitable time to forbid the evil.

The Prophet sallallaahu
< alayhi wa, sallam (may
_Aliah exalt his mention)) said,
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e The Caller should not delay until the evil has finished.

e The Caller should exploit situations in which the people are more likely to respond to his
call, for example when Yusuf, ‘alayhi-salam, spoke to his companions in the prison
about tauhid when they had been troubled by their dreams. Ibn Masoud said concerning
this:
Verily the heart has moments of yearning and responsiveness
And moments of indifference and turning away
So snatch it at the time of yearning and response
And leave it at the time of indifference and turning away.

1. Speak in private, as Imam ash-Shafie wrote:
Come to me with your advice when | am alone
2. And do not advise me in the crowd
Because advice amongst the people is a scolding
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3.

And | do not like to hear it aloud

Then if you disobey me and do not heed my words

Do not feel sad when you are not followed.

Do not instigate or provoke the people, but use a good argument, as Allah says:
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Call to the way of your Lord with wisdom and beautiful admonition, and argue with them with
ways that are best.
[Surah an-Nahl (16): Ayah 125]

Imam Ghazali wrote: Don’t convey the truth in a challenging manner.

Show forgiveness and kindness towards the people, and not to be affected by worry or anger in
case the people show a negative response to the advice.

If a difference of opinion arose as a result of jjtihaad, then the Caller who holds one opinion
should not forbid the other opinion.

Weighing the principles of benefits and harms, as Ilbn Taymiyyah wrote in al-Amar: If enjoining
the good and forbidding the evil would result in a greater evil, then it is haram to do it. Enjoining
the good should not lead to a better deed being left out and forbidding the evil should not lead
to a greater evil taking place.

Ibn Rajab states that in enjoining the good and discouraging the evil the conductor is motivated by
different reasons:

HwnN e

It could be by hope in Allah’s great reward for doing it.

It could be by fearing Allah’s punishment for renouncing this obligation.

It could be by getting annoyed by seeing violations to what Allah has prescribed.

It could be due to being faithful to the community members who indulge in evil and by being kind
and merciful to them by making the effort to save them from being subject to Allah’s anger,
displeasure and punishment in this life and in the Hereafter.

It could be by glorifying Allah and Loving Him much, for He deserves to be obeyed, remembered,
and thanked.

Observing the last two motives alone can make burden of conducting this obligation a light, favorable
one and will empower the conductor with enough potential belittle any difficulty or hardship he may
encounter thereof.

Comments:
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The last portion of the hadith clearly states that the least a Muslim can do in the case of witnessing an
evil act is to change it by his/her heart. This means that he/she should dislike the evil he/she comes
across. This is an action of the heart, such as saying: “O Allah, there is nothing that | can do to change
this bad situation that You dislike and disapprove except that | hate it to take place. | do not agree to it.
O Allah forgive me, guide me and save my heart to be influenced by it.”

Unless this action of the heart is practiced, the heart of the believer who witnesses that evil will be subject
to be influenced by that evil. A dark spot will be placed in that heart (as stated in another hadith related
by al-Bukhari).
With the repetition of such negative attitudes, the heart will be subject to more dark spots placed in it
until it is concealed and no longer appreciates what is good and no longer dislikes what is bad or evil.
This means that the Muslim who does not practice
the lowest level of forbidding the evil, will be subject
to turn into being an evil doer him/herself.

True we need highly educated efficient Muslims
brothers and sisters in all field of knowledge and
professional practices. But what we need even more
is a conscious base.

Rebuilding the Muslim Nation (Ummah)
from the base.

It is the wider community of Muslim men and women that we need to support and strengthen. The silent
majority the invisible mass of factory workers ,mothers ,house wives, students ,farmers ,that segment of
the Muslim Nation(Ummah) needs to be made aware again of the vital role they have always played in
the progress of Islamic values in the hearts and minds of non Muslims and ignorant Muslims.

One of the strength of the early muslims was their closeness to each others and their unity. Their
generosity to support Islam and share with each other’s was unprecedented and remains unrepeated till
this day.

The Muslim Nation(Ummah) is one body . We do not need specialized scholars that are cut off from the
needs and reality of the Muslim Nation(Ummah) that was not the way of the Sahabas (Companions of
the Prophet) or the Tabein (the generation after the companions). Today most scholars are more
concerned about social status and material comfort than by the needs of the weak and the poor. More
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concerned also to debate about issues in subjects from the branches of knowledge than the real
economical and administrative issues that concern the mass of the Muslim Muslim Nation(Ummah).>

As mentioned earlier the most important part of Da’wah (invitation to Allah) is our everyday life and how
we interact with other people.

5 Al-Nu’man ibn Bashir reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said, “The parable of the
believers in their affection, mercy, and compassion for each other is that of a body. When any limb aches, the whole body
reacts with sleeplessness and fever.”

Source: Sahih al-Bukhari 5665, Sahih Muslim 2586°
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Abu Musa reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said, “Verily, the believers are like a
structure, each part strengthening the other,” and the Prophet clasped his fingers together.
Source: Sahth al-Bukhari 467, Sahth Muslim 2585
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Different scenarios are possible for this situation
A- As Muslims living in @ majority Muslim environment.

B- As Muslims living in a minority Muslim environment.

The staring point is always the individual muslim and our daily life. Everything we do in our simple daily
routine can be a cause for other people to become interested in learning more about Islam.

The silent Da’wah (invitation to Allah)

We can take examples for this in the life of the
Prophet the life of the Companions. We can also
study how Islam spread to India Indonesia and
other parts of the world till today.

As we have stated earlier to invite to the Deen Al
Islam (religion of Islam) is not limited to skilled
knowledgeable debaters.

] ,HNNERS ANYONE

SURPASSING YOU IN

‘ MHNNERS Is BEITER Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) (s) was sent as a
HAN YOU IN THE DEEN. P

[MMHRUUS—SHUKEENZ/ZSJ] ”» messenger to humanity as a model human being.
Malik, Mawatta; Ahmed, Musnad and Mishkat al-
Masabih report one of his saying: “Allah has sent me
— - S— as an apostle so that | may demonstrate perfection

of character, refinement of manners and

superiority in behavior."

Abu Huraira reported: The Messenger of Allah, peace and blessings be upon him, said:
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Verily, | have only been sent to perfect righteous character.
Source: Musnad Ahmad 8729, Grade: Sahih (authentic)
Ad-Dahhak, may Allah have mercy on him, said:
S Hasd dzaa

The head of the matter is good character.

Source: Makarim al-Akhlaq lil-Khara'itt 524

Hence, every rule, concept, and practice in Islam is meant to ultimately affect our inward and outward
behavior.
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Ibn Al-Qayyim writes:
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The religion itself is entirely good character, so whoever surpasses you in character has surpassed you in
religion.

Source: Madarij al-Salikin 2/294

And Ash-Shatibi writes:
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The Sharia in its entirety only creates noble morals.
Source: al-Muwafaqat 2/124

The number of people embracing Islam in western countries and other places is increasing daily and it is
not because of some major Da’wah (invitation to Allah) programs, it is because of the behavior and moral
conduct of simple Muslims living in these countries.

It is a well-documented fact that Islam spread eastward because of the interactions of Muslim traders
and the expansion of business outposts.

And here | would like to mention a text written by a non Muslim Professor about the causes of the fast
and vast expansion of Islam in the first century following the life of the Prophet Mohammed

Please read in the notes the lecture titled “The Mediterranean World in 732" .°

6 this lecture by Lynn Harry Nelson, Emeritus Professor of Medieval History at the University of Kansas.
What follows is an excerpt
The Mediterranean World in 732

By 732, Islam had spread from Spain to Sumatra, and Muslim ships dominated both the Mediterranean Sea and Indian Ocean. The reasons
for this rapid expansion were numerous.

a. The Persian and Byzantine empires were exhausted and could not resist Muslim attacks.

b. Many people in the lands of both the Byzantine and Persian empires favored monotheism and found the Byzantine trinity and Persian
dualism distasteful. Islam was more to their liking, and they not only converted to Islam, but helped to spread it further.

c. The Muslims swept away the burdensome taxation and top-heavy government in those lands that accepted them.

d. Islam was simple to understand, and its observances were clear and unequivocal. It did not call for asceticism and condemned excesses
of all kinds.

e. Conversion was a simple and straightforward matter.

f. The Muslims practiced at least a limited religious toleration, and the social and economic doctrines of Islam were far more humane than
those of the other peoples of the time. Islam was a liberal force. Religious toleration in Islam consists of the recognition of the revelations
given by God to the Jews, whom the Muslims call "The People of the Law," and to the Christians, who are called "The People of the Book."
Muslims recognize the Jewish prophets and the Christian Jesus as having been inspired by God but accord the highest position to
Muhammad as "The Seal of the Prophets," to whom God revealed his final and complete message. One should note, however, that

the Qu’ran does not suggest that those who worship Idols should be tolerated. In fact, it states that they are either to be converted to Islam or
face war.

g. Arabic gave the peoples of Islam a common language, and the Qu’'ran gave them a common set of laws and values.

It is useful to think a moment about the nature of the Muslim expansion. Some people regard it as amazing that the relatively small and
primitive — if one can use such a word in such circumstances — people as the Arabs were able to defeat powerful empires and gain control of
such vast expanses of territory in so short a time. One must remember that we are talking about the Muslim expansion, not Arab conquests.
The expansion of Islam was as much, or perhaps much more, a matter of religious conversion than it was of military conquest.
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The interaction of Muslims with their environment at a personal level is what causes people in the
majority of cases to enter Islam.

To build the faith and capacities of the individual and make him more effective in his ( her ) silent Da’wah

(invitation to Allah) it is extremely important to (in case A) revive the role of the Masjeed.

Muslims in majority muslim countries.

Educational and Social programs sustained in every district

Daily classes and reminders for men and women in the Masjeed between Maghreb and Isha . Every
Masjeed in the districts

( As use to say Sheihk Abu Bakr Jazeiri. Do you think that after one year there will be anyone ignorant? )
Because for sure our inefficiency is primary caused by our ignorance.

And rightly so the source of the decline of Islam and decline of faith is because people do not know their
Creator or what He has revealed to them through the Prophet Mohammed.

Because the root cause of the deterioration of the Muslim Nation is the prevalence of ignorance.

That is why we need to address the importance of in both cases A and B of the life of the Masjeed case
A and the Islamic community center in case B

Both centers have to be a place that provides services for the all Muslim family. If we confine the role of
the Masjeed to a place to pray only, the Masjeed will be empty most of the time

And in the case B of
Islamic centers in minority muslims environment,
Services must be extended to non muslims as well.

Types of services:

Islamic education ( Arabic language a must )- Support for academic studies — Youth activities (Sport
activities extra curriculum academics )-

Itisimportant to provide a strong support system of classes for all elementary and high school academics.
Muslims children are the most successful students (when reinforced) in all fields of education and we
should provide support for students who struggle to achieve good grades at school.

These support programs should be opened to all children regardless of their religious beliefs.

https://sharpiron.wordpress.com/2009/10/01/the-spread-of-islam-conversion-not-conquest/
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Also sports activities as well as outdoors activities should be organized for the Muslim youth.

As a matter of fact these activities already exist but there is no coordinated efforts between these
different programs to achieve a unified comprehensive goal. A coordinated effort would improve the
efficiency of such programs and would improve the harmony and unity of the communities.

H General activities and services for Islamic Center

SUBJECTS Beneficiaries Description
Arabic language Adults Children
classes
Biography of Prophet Adults Children Choose a book | Weekly classes
Mohammed from well know | minimum
author
General Islamic Adults-Teenagers Book “Minaj el | Weekly classes
knowledge Muslim” of Sheihk | minimum

Abu Bakr el
Jazazeiri

Tajweed Classes Adults Children
Starting from Qawaid
Norania

Support for Academic Children
subjects

Family events Team
Sports activities Adults Children
Vacation activities
Street Da’'wah

Seniors outreach
EDa’wah

Marriage counseling
Guests programs
Lectures and
conferences

New Muslims support
Administration
Every organization needs administrators with different skills and tasks. In a non-profits organization paid employees and
teams of volunteers are needed for the greatest functioning of the all.

Work description

Director Fulfills all the duties to supervise ,,coordinate, conduct development .

Shura Council
General Secretary
Religious affairs
Imams

Teachers

Da’wah programs
Finance director Fund raising. Budget .
Human resources
Youth Programs
Public Relation
Women programs
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Technical support All IT work as well on site technical supervision

Maintenance Cleanliness and all work related to keeping the
facility in good working condition.

Security opening and closing of facility

A task list description available at the end of the book

There is a huge pool of talents in our Muslim Nation(Ummah) that is being sidelined because they don’t
fit the “religious profile” of student of knowledge. And that is a grave mistake. The needs of the Muslims
communities does not stop at religious education. We need “ all hands on deck “ to get the maximum
effect for global improvement. And educating people about the correct beliefs behaviors and ritual
practices does not have to always be in the Masjeed. The Dahi (an inviter to Islam) need to start their
educational efforts in the midst of the youth in particular. That is how we can touch the hearts and can
attract more brothers and sisters to make a more dedicated effort to improve knowledge and practices
of our Deen al Islam ( religion of Islam) .

The people who are already in the Masjeed are not the ones that need the most efforts. We need to
work harder to attract the youth in particular to a better practice and knowledge of Deen al Islam (
religion of Islam). And for that the Dahi (an inviter to Islam) needs to reach out to the youth where they
congregate.

All the subjects and classes must follow a well define curriculum and be taught by qualified educators.

Family events

One of the very efficient activity to bring the different members of the community together is family
events. What is family event? Earlier we mentioned this.

A family event is a one day event where families can get together the brothers together the sisters and
small children together. It is a very efficient way for people to get to know each other’s. To achieve this
goal small teams have to be formed to take care of the different services needed.

Set up team: a team of young and older brothers in charge of setting up the place: Reception, cleanliness,
food, security, technical, etc a thorough assessment of all the needs must be done prior to the event.

Youth team: a few brothers are needed to supervise animate and control the youth activities. Educational
Team: another vital small committee to provide for different schedule of events lectures throughout the
year as well as Islamic Quizzes. Their role is also to contact other lecturer and invite them to speak at
their Center.

A team to supervise and control food preparation and services. If possible, also to have free Islamic
Educational books booklets for distribution.

Similarly, the sisters will need to setup and schedule their activities.

The goal is to get community members to know and interact with each other’s. The benefits are fast
coming and attendance to these events will grow and attendance to educational programs will also grow.

32|Page

“Islam began as something strange and it will return to being strange, so blessed are the strangers.”



The Complete Guide for Da’wah.

And the feeling of belonging to a large family will start growing. Religious practice of the individuals in
this community will also improve.

Depending on the skills of the participants and volunteers many other activities can be added.
Brotherhood and sisterhood will grow as a result of these interactions and activities

Muslim Women Da’wah activities.

Specific activities for women of all ages. Extra efforts should be done towards rebuilding the Muslim
woman identity and the vital role she has in keeping the Muslim Nation (Ummah) strong and organized.

The image of the submissive Muslim wife is degrading.

That image has been propagated by orientalist and ignorant Muslims, with the hidden goal to drive the
Muslim women away from her primary vital role. They want the Muslim women to feel dishonored in
her status and to seek gratification outside her natural role.

Muslim women are the blood life of the Muslim Nation(Ummah) and her role as the primary educator of
the children and the nurturing role she has should
not be overlooked.

Maybe in order to revive the honor of being a
Muslim house wife and educator our Masjeed and
Islamic Centers should have special events to
generously reward the best house wives in each
community. The men and women adults and
children in each family would proudly present the
accomplishments of their wives’ mothers to a

selected panel of qualified sisters that would
evaluate and choose which Muslim woman would
deserve best the noble status of best house wife of the year and take the prize.

And it should not be only Islamic education but different activities that strengthen the social bounding
of our sisters. And this is because in cases where the Muslims are a minority the extended family life is
almost inexistent.

This should not be understood has Muslim woman cannot have or should not have access to education
or run businesses on their own. As long as it does not take away from her role and dedication to serve
her family.

So both the men and women have to make efforts to build a lively and eclectic social life with other
Muslims and Muslimas and the right place to start that is the Islamic Center.

Financing the programs and the Center
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The other challenge for Muslim minorities is funding their activities, paying the full-time employees that
are needed to insure the services required at the center.

Not everything can be based on voluntarism. To achieve continuous services and presence at the centers
some brothers and sisters should be employed.

So within the development plans for the centers there should be from
the start steps to have funding from some business Waqgf. Types of
project for this have to be studied and developed according to the
conditions and needs of the local communities.

Likewise the administration of these centers cannot and should not
be under the supervision of one person but under the direction of a
board of members with different skills and knowledge as to cover all
aspects of a successful such venture. (Scholars, Educators,
Administrators, Businessmen, IT specialist etc)

Finance

The board of directors should be chosen by the regular practicing members of the community.

The board of directors should be renewed on a regular bases at intervals not exceeding 3 to 4 years.
No member of the board of directors should be able to seat for more than 2 consecutive session.

If the foundations of these centers are sound and transparent with their finances.

When services to the community of Muslim is organized and continuous, the work of inviting non
Muslims to Islam will be greatly facilitated.

For the reason that if such efforts are made to structure and systematized the community our preach
will not be theorical. The first Muslims who traveled to all corners of the world did not bring preachers
and debaters with them to “convert“the pagans and Christians to Islam.

They brought with them the practice of what the Prophet Mohammed has taught us.

It does not mean that good trained preachers and debaters are not needed by all means they are needed
even more today because of the aggressive propaganda against Islam and Muslims the western media is
pressuring the world with.

| think it is easy to see that inviting non-Muslims to Islam is much easier when we can show them instead
of talking of what Islam was or how it should be.
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The Complete Guide for Da’wah.

The preach and its types

Now comes the role of the preacher or inviter and debater. Inviting and debating are different skills and
if you may find them in the same
person these are two different
manners of approaching the field of
spoken interactive Da’wah (invitation
to Allah), contrary to silent or passive
Da’wah.

As we define before silent Da’wah or
passive Da’wah is the responsibility
of all adult Muslim men and women
as basically it is to upgrade our visible
part of Islamic identity to higher
standard.

The visible part of our Islamic

identity goes from the manner in

which we clothe ourselves, our

respect of the common laws and

systems that are in place where

we live, our respect of public and

private properties, our civic involvement in public affairs our excellence in performing our work , our
manners in treating other people , our struggle to achieve economic success and independence , our
struggle to gain knowledge in all fields of sciences and technology .

In the Masjeed.

Simple lectures about practical ways to increase Iman should be addressed on a regular bases at the
times when most of the devotees are assembled in the Masjeed. Practical it is to remind the devotees
about the importance of practicing the Dhikr (remembrance) and reciting the Duas (invocations) taught
by the Prophet Muhammed. Likewise to regularly review and remind about the benefits of easy and
simple Sunnah to be practiced about the value and amazing reward of exemplary behavior.

When we shift from good behavior as a simple transmitted habit to a conscious effort with the intention
to please Allah by fulfilling our obligation to invite to the path of Islam, then we will have a strong base
capable to invite to Islam and even educate masses of non Muslims to the correct meaning of Islam.
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